
January 4, 2024 
Social Justice and Caring Committee  

Meeting Minutes 
 

Present: Kim Roering, Ann Karner, Julie Moore, Ann Madlung, Mary Huettl, Father John, Anne 
Weyandt, Mary Weyandt, Julie Ludden, Chris Igielski, Margaret Malec, Martha Arko, Bill Dorgan 
 
Prayer: Mary Huettl 
 
Beacon Interfaith Housing Cooperative 
Reminder of important dates: 

● Congregational Convening-1/18/2024 from 6:30 - 8:30 pm  
Richfield United Methodist Church. Rides will be available. Also, an invite went out to 
Progressive to join us. 

● Rent is Due: 2/7/2024 from 8:30 - 9:00 am zoom 
● Start with Home Rally for Affordable Housing 2/20/2024 from 1:00 - 2:30 pm 

Capitol Rotunda.  
Everyone is welcome to each of these events. Please contact Ann Karner or Julie Moore if 
interested.  
 
Merrick Food Distribution 
Father John bought additional groceries last month from Cub to provide groceries to those who 
show up after all Merrick food is distributed, which is usually around 4:00-4:15. 
 
Will work on finding a solution to receive more food every month from Merrick. Mary W. and 
Father John have scheduled a meeting with Dan Rodriguez, from Merrick. They are hoping to 
increase the food distribution from the current 48 families to 60. They are hoping the meeting 
will give us options to accommodate 12 additional families. There are funds available that can 
be used from our online church donations. 
 
Progressive Fishes and Loaves 
Continue giving away between 105 -110 boxes and 20 bags of food weekly.  
 
Donation Closet for December-Angel Tree and Giving Tree 
Mary W. reported that Angel Tree received 25 gifts for 13 children. Some gifts were picked up at 
church while others were delivered. There were a couple of families who picked up their gifts 
and a bag of food because they came during the food distribution. 
 
Ann K. reported that Giving Tree was very successful and Catholic Charities was very 
appreciative for all the donations. 
 
Donation Closet for January-Progressive Fishes and Loaves 
Ann K. has published a list of items needed in Bulletin and Pulse. 
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Donation Closet for February-Listening House 
Will work with Andre from Listening House to find out what items are needed so the list can be 
published. 
 
Other 
Donation Closet-Because our current donation closet is not big enough to accommodate all the 
donations we receive, Kim has asked Mike Kelliher to get an estimate from Bandon to see how 
much it would cost to turn the second coat room (closest to the kitchen) into a walled and locked 
area to store donations. Depending on if we move forward with this larger donation closet our 
current donation closet could be repurposed or could be used for Merrick staples. 
 
Fish Fry coupons or vouchers?? Anne W. asked if there is a possibility to work with men’s club 
to see if we can give coupons or vouchers to those who receive monthly food from us.  
 
Anne W. also asked how we can continue to grow the volunteer committment for both Merrick 
and Progressive? 

● Continue to engage folks with the email lists used for Progressive and Merrick 
scheduling and updates. 

● Personal invitation and word of mouth. 
 
Meeting January 8th by zoom to brainstorm ideas for SJCC bulletin board and webpage. Will 
discuss ideas to get more parishioners attention and make it easier to see and access 
information on the SJCC webpage. 
 
Winter Game Night Friday, January 26th from 6:30-8:30 pm. Mary W. will let us know if any 
extra help is needed. 
 
Father John and Kim R. are looking at June 1st & 2nd to invite all  parishioners to make 
compassion kits after every mass. By offering this opportunity after every mass they are hoping 
to get more parishioners involved. We will shift Brittany’s house donations with Listening House 
to get the donations needed early to make these kits.  

● Is there a possibility of keeping some compassion kits for parishioners to give out? 
● Is there a way we could extend an education component while making compassion kits? 

Someone could talk after mass to give a quick education piece and then extend an invite 
to parishioners to participate. 

● Opportunity to reach out to parishioners to join with SJCC members. 
 
Would like to see if we can get Michael Rios-Keating again as a speaker. Kim said she would 
ask Adult Formation to work on this and perhaps Lilly Funds could help cover expenses. 
 
Next Meeting: 
February 1, 2024 
Prayer: Martha Arko 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


