
 
 
To my dear brothers and sisters of our Spanish speaking community, 
 
I write this letter to you in order to convey information regarding the Spanish Mass here at St. John the Baptist. 
Beginning with this weekend, May 31st, we will no longer be having the Mass said in Spanish. The Mass at 1:00 p.m. 
will be in English for at least the month of June. After that time, depending on the restrictions still in place, we will 
most likely not have a 1:00 p.m. Mass going forward.  
 
As you are aware, we are in an unprecedented time with restrictions in place due to COVID19. At this time, we are 
allowed to resume public Mass, but only allowing 25% of our regular seating capacity. In order to allow space for as 
many parishioners as possible who wish to attend, we need to offer the 1:00 p.m. Mass and have this Mass said in 
English.  
 
I want to convey my thoughts and the reasons why we are ending the Spanish Mass here at our parish. Historically, 
the inspiration to bring a Spanish Mass here to St. John the Baptist was fueled by the plan to have an in-house, 
Spanish-speaking Priest. There was a plan in place to bring a bilingual Priest to our parish full-time but, unfortunately, 
that priest passed away unexpectedly. Since that point, it has been different priests coming in to cover the Mass, 
without a consistent pastoral presence. 
 
As you know, I am not fluent in Spanish. This essential point means that, as the only Priest in residence, I am not 
able to care for and minister to you as I would like. I would wish to be able to celebrate Mass for you by myself and be 
able to minister and love you through the Sacraments. This, unfortunately, is just not the case, since I do not speak 
Spanish. We have been bringing in outside help from the Servants of Charity and other Spanish-speaking Priests, but 
I believe that, as a community, you are not receiving the pastoral care that you should be receiving. Because of the 
limitation of resources here, between my lack of fluency in the language and the absence of others able to evangelize 
and raise up disciples in Spanish, we are not capable of loving and caring for you as well as you deserve. 
 
As you may be aware, there are two other Spanish Masses in the area; at St. Francis and at St. Mary’s in Ann Arbor. 
St. Mary’s has a full time Spanish-speaking Priest, and both of those parishes have office staff, as well, that are 
bilingual. 
 
All of this being said, I hope you can understand the thought and prayer behind this decision to end the Spanish 
Mass. I am not saying that I wish for you to leave the parish! You and your families are welcome here at St. John the 
Baptist. If you feel that you are able to receive the care that you need, we welcome you to stay with our parish family 
here at St. John’s and to attend any of our Masses. The Lord’s desire for St. John the Baptist is that we would raise 
up and equip missionary disciples, who have encountered Jesus Christ in a personal way and are eager to boldly 
proclaim His name to everyone they meet. I want that formation and discipleship for all of my parishioners and I want 
to ensure that you, as the Latino community, are receiving it as well.  
 
May the Lord Jesus be with us in this time of transition for our parish. I ask for your charity and understanding as we 
seek to follow Him. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Fr. Dan Westermann 


