
 

Welcome Back 

 

I don’t believe there has ever been a year where that statement generates as much excitement as it does this 
year! It has been quite a process getting ready to have our Falcon Family back together on campus. For our 
parishioners that do not have students in the school, due to the COVID-19 crisis, administration, faculty, staff, 
and parents were charged with creating a return to school safety plan. Utilizing guidance from many 
organizations including the Diocese of Cleveland, the CDC, the American Academy of Pediatrics, and Summit 
County Public Health (SCPH), a plan has been generated that offers three options: in-person education, 
remote learning per a commitment from the parents, and in the event it should be required or mandated, a 
return to remote instruction for all. Our parents have been an incredible asset in this process! 

 Though SCPH has recently announced a recommendation for schools to begin the year remotely, we are 
blessed with our campus space which allows us to socially distance our students while still being able to follow 
mandates regarding masking and utilizing cohorts in efforts to limit student, faculty, and staff exposure. A 
reopen team has invested timeless hours to revamp our entire schedule to increase Lunch/Recess periods as 
well as alternate the specialists classes for Related Arts & Academics. It would be wonderful to believe that 
we’ve thought of and covered everything, but no plan is 100% perfect. Our plan is meant to be fluid with the 
expectation there will be updates and revisions as more current information is available. 

 The reality of the situation is that there has always been risk associated with sending children to school. 
However, instead of focusing on the “What if…” factor, we need to focus on the bigger part of this picture and 
remember that we are Catholics, firmly rooted in our faith as disciples of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

In Luke 17:6 Jesus said, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 
uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.” Now more than ever we need to let our faith be 
bigger than our fear, rely on God, and invite Him to be with us. That is why our back to school theme this year 
is Matthew 18:20, “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” 
This is going to be an integral part of all we do this year, not just because it is the focus of the GAR Grant Miss 
Fearon and Mrs. Mack are coaching us in implementing, but because that is the purpose of all we do: keeping 
Christ in the center of everything! We believe that parents and guardians are the primary educators of their 
children, and that Catholic schools educate in partnership with them. We believe that every person is a gift 
from God, that all of our students, their families, our educators and school community deserve to be treated as 
the sacred gifts that they are. 

 Please keep all of us St. Joseph Falcons in your prayers throughout this school year as we will keep all of you 
in ours.  We anticipate it to be another “Falcon-tastic” year! 

Yours in Catholic Education, 

Mrs. Carrie DePasquale, Principal 


