
Specific Policies of St. William Parish for the Reception of Confirmation 

Confirmation for Children 

Once the child has been baptized, the Parish takes on a heavier level of responsibility for the 

spiritual development of the child.  For the catechetical programs preceding Confirmation, it is 

expected that the children normally are participating fully in a parish-run religious education 

program (either the day school or the after-school program) for the one year prior to the 

sacramental year, as well as the sacramental year itself. Our diocese expects that children should 

receive the sacrament between the ages of 13 years and 15 years. Because of the participation in 

a formal program, the pastor will assume the candidate has the proper dispositions, and, after the 

process of immediate preparation will be able to approach the sacrament. THE RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION CLASSES ARE NOT THE SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION, but, rather, is 

part of the ongoing faith-development and religious education of the youngster. These classes 

have their own scope and sequence within which all sacraments are presented each year, 

appropriate to the child's developmental level. 

Children approaching Confirmation are expected to have already celebrated First Reconciliation 

and Eucharist. The immediate sacramental preparation will take the form of several 

classes/workshops/retreat experiences which will focus on spiritual growth and prayerful 

proximate preparation for the celebration, as well as provide some familiarity with the signs and 

symbols. 

The Archdiocese of Detroit allows one sponsor per Confirmation candidate. 

“Sponsors [for candidates for the Sacrament of Confirmation] are persons who have 

known and assisted the candidates and stand as witnesses to the candidates’ moral 

character, faith, and intention.” Sponsors must be confirmed Catholics over the age 

of 16 years, who are in full communion with the Catholic Church and actively 

participate in their parish (CIC 893, 874). 

Confirmation of Adults 

Baptized high school aged candidates who have not celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation 

are to be included in the parish preparation and celebration of this sacrament. When this is not 

possible, he or she, after appropriate catechesis is to be invited to participate in the Confirmation 

ceremony for adults at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral. For the registration of Adults for 

Confirmation contact Deacon Michael Chesley in the rectory. 

If you are an adult over the age of 18, baptized in the Catholic Church, and wish to be confirmed, 

please contact the Rectory office or Deacon Michael Chesley 248-624-1421 ext. 345. 

There are several opportunities for Adult Confirmation throughout the year. Each person will be 

prepared according to his or her own situation. 

Sacramental Prep. Registration 

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/c32a67a05e6b1c8b7a2b48059cdcd5007a4a0900/Confirmation/Sacrament%20Prep%20Registration.pdf



