
 

 

OVERVIEW OF MARRIAGE PREPARATION   

Steps for arranging your wedding at St William Parish 

STAGE 1. DISCOVER 

Proclaim the Good News 

• Meet with the Pastor or Deacon 

o At least one member of the couple must be a baptized Catholic person. 

• Marriage preparation must take place at least 6 months in advance of the ceremony. 

• If either or both members of the couple have been previously married, every previous marriage on the 

part of either party (regardless of whether that occurred within or without the church) must be resolved 

by either a declaration of nullity (an annulment) or a Petition in a Lack of Form Marriage or the death of 

the former spouse.   

o If you have any question regarding the status of your previous marriage, please contact the pastor 

or deacon.  This is also true for non-Catholic persons. If any prior marriages have already been 

declared null, the declarations of nullity must be provided. 

STAGE 2 FORM 

Share the Deposit of Faith 

• Initial Formation Online Seminars 

• Formation/ Witness to Love, meet your mentor couple 

• Retreat 

• The priest or deacon witnessing the marriage will meet with the couple several times during this process 

to review the couple’s formation in the sacrament. 

STAGE 3 CELEBRATE 

Finalize Liturgical planning for the Wedding. 

Wedding Day 

A planning guide with additional information that address music selection, Church fees, flowers and other 

arrangements is provided at the initial meeting.  

BRINGING YOUR MARRIAGE INTO THE CHURCH 

Convalidation of Civil marriages 

There are people attending parishes or in Catholic families whose marriage is somehow not fully recognized by 

the Church. Catholic Church law ordinarily requires baptized Roman Catholics to marry before a priest or 

Deacon unless they requested and received a “dispensation from canonical form.” Catholics who exchange 

vows in the presence of only ministers from other religious traditions or authorized civic officials are not 



considered validly married in the eyes of the Catholic Church. Later, those couples may seek to have their union 

officially recognized by the Church. This is what the Catholic Church calls a convalidation of a marriage. 

There can be many reasons why a couple may get married outside the Catholic Church. The Church desires 

those Catholics who wish to have their marriage convalidated in the Church to receive the Sacrament of 

Matrimony, which gives the couple a sacramental grace to live out their marriage in fidelity to each other and 

God. 

The process is relatively simple.  If either spouse has a previous marriage and the former spouse is still living, 

an examination of that marriage will be needed. The Catholic Church views all marriages with respect and 

presumes all are true and valid. Thus, it considers the marriage, for example of two Protestant, Jewish or even 

non – believing persons binding. Thus an examination of the previous marriage is required before the couple 

can enter into a new union. 

For more information on Convalidations, please call the rectory and ask to speak to the pastor or one of the 

deacons.   

 


