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OCTOBER 29, 2023  THE THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
Dear friends, 
       Thanks to all those who have responded to our Catholic Ministries Appeal 
(CPC).  We’ve reached 79% of our goal from 48% of our parishioners.  I’m sure 
the remaining 52% of our parish families will be able to help us raise the re-
maining 21% of our goal.   
     Remember that today (Sunday) we are having a blood drive which is being 
held in the cafeteria.  There is always a need for blood, so I am very grateful 
to all who are able to respond to this appeal.  Remember that mone unit of 
blood that is donated benefits up to three people.   

      This week you will be receiving an opportunity to buy your lottery tickets for our monthly 
lottery.   Look for it in the mail.  Or look for it from one of our lottery sellers.  Only 500 tick-
ets will be sold and you can win as much as $16,200!  I thank you, in advance, for your sup-
port. 

 
     The synod on synodality is wrapping up today, 
October 29th.  One of the things that the men and 
women who are the delegates at this synod have 
been pretty unanimous about is the need for ongo-
ing formation for all the faithful from the lay-
women and men, to priests and bishops.  Forma-
tion is more than just “information.”  In fact, in-
formation itself does not really transform people.  We are trying to have the heart and mind 
of Jesus in all that we do.  That’s formation.  And that is something that requires people to be 
deeply reflective and self aware.  Jesus would say it in these words:  “try to enter through the 
narrow gate,” and “cast your nets into the deep.”   
      Last week we talked about how most people would really like to do this.  When we hear, 
for example, the words of John the Baptist, to be alert, stay awake, we really want to do 
that, at least in our head.  But getting our heart to be alert and seeing as God wants us to see 
is often times another matter.  Why is that?  What stops our eyes from seeing and our ears 
from hearing? 
        Truth be told, it takes a lot of hard work to “see” and “hear.”  It’s just easier to not see 
and not hear.  Ignorance is bliss we believe.  Add to this, the fact that we all come into the 
world with biases and those biases affect what we see and hear and what we don’t see and 
hear.  For example, we tend to judge new ideas based on the ease with which they fit in with 
the way we see the world and we tend to exclude whatever doesn’t fit in with the way we see 
the world.  And we all have a built in bias toward simple concepts or explanations, even if 
they’re inaccurate or incomplete.  We see what the people around us see.   
      The fact is that most of us, if not all of us, don’t want our sense of comfort to be dis-
turbed.  It may sound great to hear that Jesus comforts those who are disturbed, but it is a 
whole other things to have Jesus disturbs us when we are comfortable in life. We tend to asso-
ciate with the people who are like us, who see the world the way we see it.  Sounds just fine, 
doesn’t it.  If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.  We’re not too inclined to put ourselves in a position 
where we will encounter people who see the world differently that we do.  
     So there are a lot of built in things that can stop us from “seeing” and “hearing.”  In fact, 
some people have called this first stage in our faith journey, 
“being in a coma.”  So often, we live in our own little world 
and we just are unaware of so much around us.  When we hear, 
for example, the great difficulty that many black men and 
women had in seeking to join religious communities or becom-
ing a priest here in the United States, we often respond, “I 
never knew that existed.”  Sometimes when we see things that 
are painful, it is hard to keep our eyes open.   
       Over the past few weeks we have become aware of the 
suffering of so many people in Israel and Palestine.  Our hearts 
ache for them.  And we think of the people suffering form the 
war in Ukraine.  As bad as these things are, there are actually 
some twenty-five different “wars” raging in different parts of 
the world.  After a while, we start to feel overwhelmed by all 
the suffering around us.  We can hear our hearts saying 
“enough.”  I don’t want to see anymore.  We feel helpless in 
the face of such pain.  Some folks speak about this stage of our 
faith journey as “puke,” because we just want to get rid of all 
the suffering we see around us. We see and hear things and we 
really don’t want to see any of it.  Our world was nice and neat 
and now it has been disturbed.  Who wants to see any more or 
hear any more?  Just where do we go from here?  We’ll talk 
more next week.            Leaning into the journey of life       

                                           Fr. Gene Schroeder 

The Laughing Heart  

Your life is your life. 

Don’t let it be clubbed  

into dank submission. 

Be on the watch. 

There are ways out. 

There is light somewhere. 

It may not be much light 

but it beats the darkness. 

Be on the watch. The gods  

will offer you chances. 

Know them. Take them. 

You can’t beat death but 

you can beat death in life, 

sometimes.  and the more  

often you learn to do it, 

the more light there will be. 

Your life is your life. 

Know it while you have it. 

You are marvelous 

the gods wait to delight in you. 

                —Charles Bukowski 



 

 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THOSE WHO 
HAVE BEEN IN THE HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOMES 

HERITAGE CENTER:  Brenda Koester, Christine Settle                                       
PREMIER NURSING CENTER (NEW HARMONY)  Betty Fischer 
THE RETREAT AT LEISURE LIVING:  Margaret Kafel 
CYPRUS REHABILITATION CENTER (NEWBURGH): Steve Hasselbrinck 
NORTH PARK NURSING CENTER:  Marie Gumbel, Carl Kempf 
ENVIVE HEALTHCARE:  Doris Head 
RIVER POINTE:  Beverly Jones 
SOLARBRON TERRACE:  Rose Weiss 
EVANSVILLE PROTESTANT HOME:  Mary Lou Davis 

October 29:  Kitty Deig, Livi Kassenbrock,  
 Julianna Voelker 
October 30:  Glenn Conley, Elisha Dewig,  
 Nina McIntosh, Gary Wunderlich 
October 31:  Jennie Daza, Mark Hall, Amanda Helmer,  
 Brent Lyke, Julie Moore-Holtz 
November 1:  Ayden Elpers, Allison Gibbs 
November 2:  Ashley Egler, Ron Kremer, Easton Luigs,  
 Emmelyn Reffett, Tracy Watson 
November 3:  Gavin Dosher, Adam Elpers, Khris Seger 
November 4:  Jenny Elliott, Bob Gibson, Leona Hays,  
 Samuel Lagunzad 
October 30:  Brian & Margaret Coomes 
November 1:  Dave & Sandy Schmitt,  
        Mark & Kelly Messal 
November 3:  Randy & Janice TenBarge,  Dan & Sarah Kissel 

STEWARDSHIP:  The Lord’s Way 

We fulfill the commandment to love our neighbor 
when we exercise good stewardship  -  joyfully 

sharing our gifts of life, abilities, and resources to 
meet our neighbor’s need. 

October 15, 2023 Auto debit Collection $    10,966.00 
October 22, 2023   $      8,022.00 
WEEKLY BUDGET    $    14,650.00  
TOTAL INCOME TO DATE   $  243,718.66 
BUDGET TO DATE   $  249,050.00 
CHILDREN’S COLLECTION   $             6.00 

Thanks to our young stewards:  Jarrett & Daxton Brown,  
Beatrice, Bernadette, Peter, Paul & John Reckelhoff 

OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
HAITI     $        40.00 
HAITI STUDENTS/HIGHER EDUCATION $   2,090.86 
HAITI SEWING HOPE   $      400.00 
HAITI FOOD FUND   $        35.00 
ST. VINCENT’S FOOD PANTRY  $          5.00 
MISSON SUNDAY COLLECTION  $      115.00 
May we  continue to be blessed by your faithful financial support to our 

parish and to our outreach ministries.  Remember that you can  
SEND YOUR COLLECTION THROUGH THE MAIL:     

St. Joseph Church   6202 W. St. Joseph Rd.   Evansville, IN 47720 

 
REBUILDING OUR CHURCH CAMPAIGN 

 TOTAL PLEDGED   $801,872 
 RECEIVED TO DATE   $431,516   

Thanks to the following who have  made their pledge to our campaign 
Tim & Judy Bishop     Matt Jochum 

Beginning in November, your monthly packet of collection enve-
lopes will include a “Rebuilding our Church Campaign” envelope 

which you can use to make your pledge contributions 

CELEBRATION OF 

 THE  EUCHARIST  
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28 

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
5:00 PM MASS:  Doug, Stan, Elmer & 
Charlotte Schapker, Stan & Dorothy Li-
etemeier, John & Betty Stephens, Paul & 
Betty Horak, Josephina Erbacher (1878), 
Catharina   Potzmayer (1880), Joseph 

Schenk (1889), Felix Riedfort (1892), Ed     Schindler (1983), 
George (2005) & Elvera  Hillenbrand 

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29 
THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

8:00 AM MASS:  Mary Kilian, Tony, Mary & Michael Reine, 
Edwin & Cecelia Reine, Floyd, Monie, Dale & Susie Titzer, 
Barbara Cooke, Neil Long 
10:30 AM MASS:  Ivan, Ethel & Charles Shull, Joe & Anna M. 
Glaser, Theresa Shull, Valada Falls, Alfred Glaser, Margaret 
Helfrich (1875) & all the people in our parish 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 30 
WEEKDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

6:30 PM MASS:  Diane Standley, Hans and Gretchen Stanley, 
Frank, Gene, Virginia, & Rick  Stanley, Tim Buecher, Kathe-
rine Martin (1919), Elnora Wagner (1976)  

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31 
WEEKDAY IN ORDINARY TME 

6:30 PM ALL SAINTS DAY MASS (IN THE GYM):  Fr. Francis 
Kraft (1884), Betty (2015) & Olin Metz  

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1 
ALL SAINTS DAY 

7:30 AM ALL SAINTS DAY MASS  (IN THE GYM):  Harold 
Recker, Johannes Farne (1875), Rhett Harrison (1988)  

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2 
ALL SOULS DAY 

NO MASS: Johnannes Ferstel (1871), James Smith (1981) 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3 

WEEKDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
7:30 AM MASS (IN THE RECTORY):  Regina Frank (1869), 
Philip Freppon (1888), Francis Helfrich (1904), Fred (1925) & 
Margaret Goebel (1925), Alberta (2009) & Gilbert  Fehren-
bacher, Dennis Fehrenbacher,  Dorothy (2011) & Eugene 
Wargel 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4 
THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY TIME 
5:00 PM MASS:  For all the people in our 
parish, Norbert (2006) & Emma Yellig 
(2006) 

 SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5 
THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY 

 IN ORDINARY TIME 
8:00 AM MASS:  Joe James, Stanley 
Schapker, Willie Nieten, Dolores Strupp, 
Rick Dile, Bruce Woodward, Keith Jones,  
Leonard Angermeier,Linda Elpers, Dave Spaetti 
10:30 AM MASS:  Victor Wolf (1982)  

 

 

2023 ST. JOE LOTTERY WINNERS:   OCTOBER: $750—Gregg Matt, 
$300—Margie Hartmann, $200—Gary Gries, $100—Rich Harpenau 

NOVEMBER 1 IS THE FEAST OF ALL 
SAINTS, a holyday of obligation.  We will 

have mass this coming  Tuesday evening 
(Oct. 31)at 6:30 pm (in the gym) and 
Wednesday morning, (Nov. 1) at 7:30 
am (also in the gym.)  

 



 

In this year of Eucharistic  
Renewal, we continue reading 
Pope Francis’s teaching letter 

(encyclical) entitled Laudato Si—
Caring  for Our Common Home  

     In this context, the relationship between an adequate 
aesthetic education and the maintenance of a healthy envi-
ronment should not be overlooked.    Paying attention to 
beauty and loving it helps us to get out of utilitarian pragma-
tism. When you don't learn to stop and admire and appreci-
ate beauty, it's no wonder that everything turns into an ob-
ject of unscrupulous use and abuse. At the same time, if you 
want to achieve profound changes, you have to keep in mind 
that thought patterns really affect behaviors. Education will 
be ineffective and its efforts will be fruitless if it does not 
also concern itself with spreading a new model regarding the 
human being, life, society and the relationship with na-
ture. Otherwise, the consumerist model transmitted by the 
media and through the effective mechanisms of the market 
will continue to move forward. 

THE ECOLOGICAL CONVERSION 
       The great richness of Christian spirituality, generated by 
twenty centuries of personal and community experiences, 
constitutes a magnificent contribution to be made in the 
effort to renew humanity. I wish to propose to Christians 
some lines of ecological spirituality that arise from the con-
victions of our faith, because what the Gospel teaches us has 
consequences on our way of thinking, feeling and living. 
       It is not so much a question of talking about ideas, but 

above all of the motivations 
that derive from spirituality 
in order to feed a passion for 
caring for the world. In fact, 
it will not be possible to en-
gage in great things only with 
doctrines, without a mysti-
cism that animates us, with-
out some inner motive that 
gives impetus, motivates, 
encourages and gives mean-
ing to personal and commu-
nity action.[ 
      We must recognize that 

we Christians have not always collected and made fruit of 
the riches that God has given to the Church, where spiritual-
ity is not separated from one's own body, nor from nature or 
from the realities of this world, but rather lives with them 
and in them, in communion with everything that surrounds 
us. 
       The ecological crisis is an appeal to a profound interior 
conversion. However, we must also recognize that some 
committed and prayerful Christians, under the pretext of 
realism and pragmatism, often scoff at environmental con-
cerns. Others are passive, do not make up their minds to 
change their habits and become inconsistent. They therefore 
lack an ecological conversion, which involves letting all the 
consequences of the encounter with Jesus emerge in rela-
tions with the world around them. Living the vocation of 
being custodians of God's work is an essential part of a virtu-
ous existence, it is not something optional and not even a 
secondary aspect of the Christian experience. 
     We must examine our lives and recognize how we offend 
God's creation with our actions and our inability to act. We 
have to experience a conversion, a transformation of the 
heart.                                        TO BE CONTINUED 

CATHOLIC  MINISTRIES APPEAL (CPC)  
PARISH GOAL  $130,270.00 
PLEDGED TO DATE $102,801.00  79% 
NUMBER OF PLEDGES          245      48%   
AVERAGE PLEDGE                 $ 419.60            

 Our stewardship goal is to give  1% of our  
gross income to the Catholic Ministries Appeal 

(CPC). Thanks to the following people who 
have returned  their pledge card (partial list):   

 Phil & Becky Dosher 
Mark & Kelly Messal 

Dan Hartmann 
Ray Kissel 

Rodger Duncan 
Terry & Julie Fehrenbacher 

Rick & Ann Heldt 
Brad & Nancy Ruminer 
Todd & Kelly Lehman 

Zach & Jennifer  
Fehrenbacher 

Nathan & Jessica Werner 
Donald & Renee Werner 
Brandon & Amelia Hartz 
Rob & Patty Montgomery 

Joe & Julie Greubel 
Ted & Janet Zirkelbach 

Greg & Amy Elpers 
Betty Will 

Tony & Theresa  
Tenhumberg 

Glenn & Joyce Lewis 
Victor & Jane Aydt 
Dan & Sarah Kissel 
Chris & Patti Will 

Jeff & Jennie Puckett 
Carl & Lisa Fenwick 

Steven & Diana Stolz 
Jalane Weber 

Andy & Andrea Jarboe 
Kevin & Michele Luigs 

Derek & Brooke Williams 
Joey & Kristen Arnold 

Dave & Charlotte Schlichting 
Ray & Eloise Hamner 

Bryan & Christine Roemke 
Paul & Chris Schapker 
Tom & Mary Goedde 

Randy & Janice TenBarge 
Thomas & Debra Daugherty 
Charles & Joan Niemeier 

Betty Hartz 
Troy & Amy Meyer 

Michael & Joanna Egler 
Ron & Lisa Schneider 

Alan & Donna Blankenberger 
Ron & Jane Kremer 

Bob & Mary Kay Fehrenbacher 
Dan & Esther Kelley 
Khris & Kathy Seger 

Clay & Denise Allison 
Brian & Melanie Denning 

Jeff & Patti Wittgen 
 

            
       
THE 2024 ST. JOE MONTHLY LOTTERY TICKETS are 
now available. $1350 to be given away each month.  
Only 500 tickets will be sold.  
     Look for an invitation in the mail in the coming 
weeks for your opportunity to participate.  Our lottery 
sellers will also be contacting those who have bought tickets  from 
them in the past.  Cost is $75.        
    
      
THE 2024 MATER DEI/MEMORIAL 
TREASURE THE TRADITION LOTTERY 
TICKETS are also no available.  
Ticket are $100.  Every month there 
are four prizes totaling $13,000 to be 
given away.  Tickets can be pur-
chased at the Mater Dei School Office 
or by calling the parish office.  

     All are invited to Open House November 
9th, 6-8 pm at Mater Dei High School! Meet 
teachers, coaches and staff, tour the campus, 
receive information about our curriculum and 
extensive tuition assistance program. Families 
with students grades 5-8 are especially encouraged to check it 
out! To RSVP  visit our website materdeiwildcats.com. Questions? 
Contact Jill Seiler at jseiler@evdio.org.    See you there! 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/it/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html#_ftn151
http://materdeiwildcats.com/
mailto:jseiler@evdio.org


 

     

 
 

  


