
ST. JOSEPH 

 PARISH 

Celebrating 181 Years 
1841-2022 

Vanderburgh County 

www.stjoeco.org  

A community of joyful, active,  
faith-filled people who  give thanks  
to God by  generously sharing their  

individual gifts and talents to  
serve the needs of all. 

WEEKEND MASS  
SCHEDULE 

Saturday—5 PM 
Sunday—8 & 10:30 AM 

SACRAMENT OF  
RECONCILATION 

SATURDAY 4-4:30 PM 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

6202 W. Saint Joseph Road 

Evansville, IN 47720 

SCHOOL 

6130 W. Saint Joseph Road 

Evansville IN  47720 

 
Parish Office:  (812) 963-3273 

School: (812) 963-3335 
School Fax:  (812) 963-3335 

Prayer Requests: (812) 963-3149 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Gene Schroeder—Pastor 
E-mail  gschroeder@evdio.org 

Julie Kempf—Secretary 
E-mail  jkempf@evdio.org 

Kristan Gilles 
Director of Liturgy 

E-mail  kgilles@evdio.org 
Jessica Reckelhoff 

Coordinator of  
Religious Education 

E-mail jreckelhoff@evdio.org 
Nathan Winstead—Principal 

E-mail  nwinstead@evdio.org 
 Mary Gries—School Secretary 

E-mail  mgries@evdio.org 

NOVEMBER 6, 2022 THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 Dear friends, 
     We read a remarkable story of bravery in our first reading from the Book 
of Maccabees.  It is the story of the seven brothers who were willing to suffer 
death rather than violet Jewish law.  We often think of bravery in terms of 
dealing with physical pain.  I can under-
stand that.  I’m not sure how I would fare 
in the face of physical threats.  Under-
standably as well, we also associate physi-
cal bravery with men and women who have 

served in the military especially during times of war.  I re-
member listening to the stories that my good friend and 
classmate at St. Meinrad told of his days as a marine serving 
in the front lines of the war in Vietnam.  It scared me to 
death and I wasn’t even there!   
       Honoring those who have served in the military is a good thing to do, especially those who 
have faced physical threats and now deal with memories we can scarcely imagine. To serve a 
cause beyond themselves and to put their lives in danger for others is truly remarkable.  It 
brings to mind the words of Jesus:  “there is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for a 
friend. “(John 15:13).   
     Bravery can come in many forms.  Take, for example, Martin of Tours, who live from 338-
387.  He served in the Roman Army.  About the age of 20, Martin made clear to his superiors 
that he would no longer fight, following his formed Christian conscience. He refused his pay 
prior to a battle and announced he would not join in the combat. He became the first recog-
nized conscientious objector in recorded history. 
His proclamation occurred before a battle near 
the modern German city of Worms. His superiors 
accused him of cowardice and ordered that he 
be imprisoned. Martin offered to demonstrate 
his sincerity by going into battle unarmed. This 
was seen as an acceptable alternative to jailing 
him, but before the battle could occur, the op-
posing army agreed to a truce and no conflict 
took place. That certainly was a form of bravery.   
     Or I think of the another story my marine 
classmate and friend told.  By this time he was 
pastor of two churches in northern Mississippi—
one predominately white and the other, a small 
black community.  He spoke of walking arm in 
arm with the black ministers of the community 
to protest the unequal treatment of the children  
(mostly black) in the public schools.  Some mem-
bers of the white community did not take kindly 
to this and to show their displeasure, stopped 
contributing money in the collection.  Standing 
up to both these kinds of behavior is another 
form of bravery.  I often wonder if I would have 
the courage to do that.     
       Veterans Day gives us the opportunity to 
honor the bravery of veterans.  And as we honor 
them, it is also a reminder that bravery comes in 
many forms.   And each act of bravery takes 
courage.  Sometimes these acts are done in the 
face of great physical peril,  Sometimes what we 
face is not so much physical danger but emo-
tional wear and tear.  But all acts of bravery can 
inspire us to do what we need to do we face the 
many challenges in our life.   

 
       Thanks to the help of 55% of our parish 
families we have now reached 86% of our CPC 
goal.   I’m confident that other 45% of our pa-
rishioners can help us come up with the remain-
ing 14% that we need to meet our goal.  Just 
know that your gift not only benefits our parish 
but also continues to do much good work 
throughout our diocese.        

Leaning into the journey of life, 

Fr. Gene Schroeder 

  

 

ADVENT RETREAT 

ADVENT MINI RETREAT  RETREAT  SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 3 FROM 2:30 – 6 PM.  COME ENJOY 
SOME QUIET TIME, A CHANCE TO HEAR SOME 
REFELTIONS ON THE EUCHARISTI, (2:15)  A 

CHANCE TO PRAY THE ROSARY, (4:40) A CHANC 
E TO CELEBRATE THE SACRAMETN OF RECON-

CILIATION (4PM).  WE WILL CONCLUDE THE DAY 

WITH MASS AT  5 PM 

THE GETTYSBURG ADDRESS 
President Abraham Lincoln 

      Four score and seven years 

ago our fathers brought forth 

on this continent, a new nation, 

conceived in Liberty, and dedi-

cated to the proposition that 

all men are created equal. 

      Now we are engaged in a great civil war, 

testing whether that nation, or any nation so 

conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. 

We are met on a great battle-field of that war. 

We have come to dedicate a portion of that 

field, as a final resting place for those who 

here gave their lives that that nation might 

live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we 

should do this. 

      But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate—

we can not consecrate—we can not hallow—this 

ground. The brave men, living and dead, who 

struggled here, have consecrated it, far above 

our poor power to add or detract.  

        The world will little note, nor long remem-

ber what we say here, but it can never forget 

what they did here. It is for us the living, 

rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished 

work which they who fought here have thus far 

so nobly advanced.  

     It is rather for us to be here dedicated to 

the great task remaining before us—that from 

these honored dead we take increased devotion 

to that cause for which they gave the last full 

measure of devotion—that we here highly re-

solve that these dead shall not have died in 

vain—that this nation, under God, shall have a 

new birth of freedom—and that government of 

the people, by the people, for the people, shall 

not perish from the earth. 



 

 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THOSE WHO 
HAVE BEEN IN THE HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOMES 

HERITAGE CENTER:  Brenda Koester, Mary Lou Davis 
PREMIER NURSING CENTER (NEW HARMONY)  Betty Fischer 
SOLARBRONE POINTE:  Margaret Kafel 
CYPRUS REHABILITATION CENTER (NEWBURGH): Steve Hasselbrinck 
NORTH PARK NURSING CENTER:  Marie Gumbel, Carl Kempf 
GOOD SAMARTIAN:  Doris Head 
BETHEL REHAB AND NURSING CENTER:  Randy Appler, Willie Nieten 

Congratulations to Leslie and Dave Hertel 
on the birth of their son, Dylan 

NOV. 6:  Carol Collins, Leslie Hertel,  
    Michael Hiestand,  Chandler Schell 
NOV. 7:  Don Hutchison, Jane Kremer, Chuck Roberts, 
       Jessica Reckelhoff, Sawyer Schnaus, Mike Weyer 
NOV. 8:  Brian Holtz, Rosemary McGarrah,  
     Rob Montgomery,  William Whitehouse 
NOV. 9:  Mike Happe, Joan Lutz, Mike Niemeier, Amber Pace,  
 Graham Schuble, Sophia Symon 
NOV. 10:  Rick Adler, Julitta Flick, Ellie Hartz, Roy Hostettler,  
 Will Orth, Ray Schapker, Lynn Wade, Olivia Wade 
NOV. 11:  Debbie Collins 
NOV. 12:  Tara Clark, Bryan Craney, LaDonna Elpers,  
 Larry Happe, Mark Schmitt, Alice Wilkinson 
NOV. 6:  Dave & Becky Richter, Glen & Debbie Seibert 
NOV. 7:  Mike & Joyce Elpers, Tim & Cassie Mayer,  
  Luke & Brook Spaetti 
NOV. 8:  Dennis & Donna Niemeier,  
                                 Joey & Kristen Arnold 
NOV. 10:  Randy & Kathy Fehrenbacher, 
      Derek & Brooke Williams, Jude & Laura Hays 
NOV. 11:  Jim & Becky Harl, Neil & Jessica Kassenbrock 
NOV. 12:  Don & Carolyn Hutchison, Joe & Lorri Fritch,  
  Cody & Jennifer Miller 

CELEBRATION OF  

THE  EUCHARIST  
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5 
THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY 

 IN ORDINARY TIME 
5:00 PM MASS:    Hank & June 
Tenbarge, Tony & Violet 
Weiss, Leo & Marie Gumbel, 
Lawrence & Nancy Gumbel,  
Victor Wolf (1982) 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6 
THRITY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

8:00 AM MASS:  Tom & Joann Muensterman, Edgar Hartz, 
Virgil & Rosemary Spaetti, James & Ida Greenwell,  Eugene 
and Francis Greenwell, Tom James, Gen & Henry Kares, 
Willard Unfried, Joe James, David Knight, Bill Knight 
10:30 AM MASS: Valada Falls, Catalina Shull, Maria Spahn 
(1878), Rosa Reising (1917),   Regina Urich   (1929),  Clarence 
Macke (1966), Marcia (2000) & Kenny Hipp, Curtis Will (2009) 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7 
WEEKDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

6:30 PM MASS:  Christina Rode (1862), Barbara Kling (1868), 
Maria Baehl (1900), Alice Pfister (2015) 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8 
WEEKDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

7:30 AM MASS:  Joseph Hartlein (1887), Sylvester Hartlein 
(1919), Walter Baehl (1921), Infant Jochum (1968), Jack & 
Carmen (2004)  Sheridan , Herman Tenhumberg (2004) 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9 
THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA 

7:30 AM MASS: Randal Rexing (1953), Frs. Venantius (2015) 
and Felix Preske,Felix and Mary Preske, Sr. Angeline Preske, 
O.S.B. John, Mary Louise,  Rosalia and Aloysius Preske , Hank 
& June  Preske, Albert & Theresa Martin, Richard Preske  

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10 
SAINT LEO THE GREAT 

NO MASS:  Margaret Erbacher (1872), Agatha Effinger (1880), 
Catherine Ridfort (1900), Catherine Hoehn (1978),  Francis 
Hillenbrand (2018)  

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11 
SAINT MARTIN OF TOURS 

7:30 AM MASS (Mass with the school children):  Christine 
Fischer (1895), John Riedford (1923), George Fehrenbacher 
(1946), Fredrick Weiss (1958), William Helfrich (1993) 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12 
THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

5:00 PM MASS:  Freddie & Leroy Weiss, Joe & Annabelle 
Straub, Mary Grigsby, Doug Schapker, Infant Bernhard 
91862), Maria Riedford (1906), Patricia Clark (1946), Mary 
Fehrenbacher (1983), James Vitzdamm (2009),  Jack & Jean 
(2015) Lannert  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13 
THRITY-THIRD SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY TIME 
8:00 AM MASS:  John and 
Theresa Simon, John & Lila 
Simon Ivan & Lila Simon, 
Wilbur & Helen Simon, Urban 
& Ann Simon, Henry & Gene-
vieve Kares,  Ted Kares, Mat-
thew Kares 

10:30 AM MASS: Jim Collins, 
Don & Darlene Baumgart, Syl, 
Irene, Bob & Ron Happe, Frank 
Baumgart Family, Joseph 
Rhode (1880), Andrea Weigand 
(1901), Matheus Adler (1913)  

STEWARDSHIP:  The Lord’s Way 

In today’s second reading, St. Paul prays that 
the Thessalonians may be strengthened “in 

every good deed and word.”  May we, too, be 
strengthened and empowered to use our time 

and talents for the good of others. 
OCTOBER 30, 2022   $      6,311.10 
OCTOBER 31, 2022 Auto Draft Collection $      2,395.00 
WEEKLY BUDGET    $    19,692.00  
TOTAL INCOME TO DATE   $  290,570.18 
BUDGET TO DATE    $  354,456.00 
CHILDRENS COLLECTION   $             7.00 

Thank you to our young stewards who gave to the collection  
last week:  Daxton & Jarrett Brown,  Peter, Paul,  

Bernadette and Beatrice Reckelhoff   

MISSION OUTREACH 
HAITI STUDENTS/HIGHER EDUCATION  $ 3,080.00 
VLADIVOSKOK MISSION    $    375.00 
ST. VINCENT’S FOOD PANTRY   $        5.00 
CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT  $        5.00 
MILITARY SERVICES COLLECTION   $        5.00 
May we  continue to be blessed by your faithful financial support to our 

parish and to our outreach ministries.  Remember that you can  
SEND YOUR COLLECTION THROUGH THE MAIL:     

St. Joseph Church   6202 W. St. Joseph Rd. Evansville, IN 47720 

Join us today after the 8:00 am Mass for Coffee and 

Donuts.  The Altar Society is hosting this event. Later you 

are invited to join Sr. Bridget, and Seminarians Nick Biever 

and Clint Johnson as they speak about their vocation story. 



In this year of Eucharistic Renewal, we 
continue reading Pope Francis’s  

teaching letter (encyclical) entitled 
Laudato Si—Caring  for Our Common 

Home and seeing the real presence of 
God in all things.  

       We are not God. The earth precedes us and has been given 
to us. This allows us to respond to an accusation launched against 
Jewish-Christian thought: it has been said that, starting from the 
Genesis account which invites us to subjugate the earth, the wild 
exploitation of nature would be favored by presenting an image 
of the human being as dominator and destroyer. This is not a 
correct interpretation of the Bible as the Church understands it.  

        While it is true that 
Christians have sometimes 
interpreted the Scriptures in-
correctly, today we must 
strongly reject that absolute 
dominion over other creatures 
can be inferred from being 
created in God's image and the 
mandate to subjugate the 
earth. It is important to read 
the biblical texts in their con-
text, with a correct hermeneu-

tic, and to remember that they invite us to "cultivate and guard" 
the garden of the world ( cf.2.15).  
      While "cultivating" means plowing or working a land, 
"guarding" means protecting, caring for, preserving, conserving, 
watching over. This implies a relationship of responsible recip-
rocity between human being and nature. Each community can 
take from the goodness of the earth what it needs for its own 
survival, but it also has the duty to protect it and guarantee the 
continuity of its fertility for future generations. Ultimately, "the 
earth is the Lord's" ( Ps 24: 1), "the earth and all that it contains" 
belongs to him ( Dt 10,14). Therefore God denies any claim to 
absolute ownership: "The lands cannot be sold forever, because 
the land is mine and you are with me as strangers and 
guests" ( Lv 25:23). 
     This responsibility towards a land that belongs to God implies 
that the human being, endowed with intelligence, respects the 
laws of nature and the delicate balances between the beings of 
this world, because “at his command they were created. He 
made them stable over the centuries forever; he has established 
a decree that will not pass "( Ps148.5b-6). 
       It follows that biblical legislation pauses to propose different 
norms to the human being, not only in relation to other human 
beings, but also in relation to other living beings: "If you see your 
brother's donkey or his ox fallen along the road, you will not pre-
tend not to have seen them [...]. When, as you go along, you will 
find a bird's nest with birds or eggs and the mother who is hatch-
ing the birds or eggs on the ground or on a tree, you will not take 
the mother who is with the children “( Dt 22,4.6).  
       In this line, the rest of the seventh day is not proposed only 
for the human being, but also "so that your ox and your donkey 
may enjoy peace" ( Ex23.12). Thus we realize that the Bible does 
not give rise to a despotic anthropocentrism that does not take 
an interest in other creatures.                   
        While we can make responsible use of things, we are called 
to recognize that other living beings have a value proper to God 
and "by their mere existence they bless and glorify 
him", [41] because the Lord rejoices in his works (cf. Ps 104: 
31). Precisely because of his unique dignity and to be endowed 
with intelligence, the human being is called to respect creation 
with its internal laws, since "the Lord founded the earth with 
wisdom" ( Pr3.19).        TO BE CONTINUED 

CATHOLIC PARISHES CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
PARISH GOAL  $125,270.00 
PLEDGED TO DATE $107,612.00 
NUMBER OF PLEDGES           287   
AVERAGE PLEDGE     $       374.95  

We have reached  86% of our goal! 
 Our stewardship goal is to give  1% of our  gross 

income to the CPC. Thanks to the following people 
 who have returned  their  pledge card. (Partial Listing) 

Joe & Karla Deweese 
Rick & Joan Lutz 

Ron & Jane Kremer 
Dan Hartmann 

Mike & Diana Evans 
Neal & Peggy Dossett 
Jonathan & Shannon 

 Eickhoff 
Carie Brown 

Bob & Leisa Loehrlein 
Jim & Becky Heidorn 
Larry & Jackie Gries 
Mike & Julie Forcum 

Brian & Many Elpers 
Joe & Julie Greubel 

Norb & Madonna Niemeier 
David & Angie Henderson 

Larry Keil 
Jess Quinlin 

Jim & Diane Werner 
Leo & Terry Zimmer 

Michael & Becky Raben 
Darlene Straub 

Ryan & Natalie Kassenbrock 
Stan & Glenda Love 

Jean Brown 
Peter & Jodi Fehrenbacher 

      Again this year, we have an opportunity to 
stay in touch with and support our college young 
adults by filling out a college care package with 
all the kinds of snacks that will keep them going 
during their final exams.   Please fill up and re-
turn the care package by Sunday, November 14.    

AVAILABLE IN BULK OR LINK 
MINIMUM ORDER IS 5 LB 

COST  $4 / LB 
Pick Up on  Saturday, Nov. 12  7 –10 am  Sign-
Up sheets at the church doors or call 812-963
-3273.  Join in making the sausage on Friday, 
Nov. 6  1 pm in the cafeteria 

   If you didn’t get a 
chance to get your 

Burgoo last Sunday, we still have some to sell—
$20/gallon.  Remember that it    Freezes well and 
it is just  the thing for those cold days of winter 
ahead.  Call/text 812-499-9074 to order.   

    to those who prepared, donated food, and 
served the delicious lunch following my 

husband Jim’s funeral.  A special thanks to Fr. Gene, Kristan 
Gilles, and Cindy Schmitt—the Mass and music were very 

beautiful and meaningful.       ~Debbie Collins 

 

…...so very much for all the cards that you sent to us on the 
occasion of our daughter’s death.  You were such a blessing to 
us, and a great support.  We miss our beautiful Joann so 

much.  God bless all of you.     ~Fran & Shirley Happe 

Come join us for Mass this coming Fri-
day, Nov. 11 at 7:30 am (Veterans 
Day) as we honor the veterans in our 
parish and school community.  We will 
have a short reception in the cafeteria 
following the mass. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/it/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html#_ftn41


 


