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DECEMBER 25, 2022 THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
 Dear friends, 
And the word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  What came to 
be through him was life, and this life was the light of the human race; the 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
      When Jesus chose to make his dwelling 
among us, he did it in the midst of the world 
that was and He did not attempt to change 
the way things were going in people’s lives.  
He agreed to be part of the world that the 

people were experiencing.  As he chose to stand with people, 
he also taught them how to be light to themselves and to oth-
ers in that world.  That’s the great gift he gives to us.  In his 
great prayer for his disciples, Jesus prays not to take them out 
of the world but that they may learn to be life in the world.   
     Today on Christmas, I give thanks for the gift you are in 
being light to the world.  God makes his dwelling in you.  As 
you allow the life of God to flow through you, you are being light that shines so brightly that 
even the  darkness that is present in so much of the world, does not overcome it.   
       You are being light when you are loving your children and grandchildren, when you do the 
countless and untold number of tasks each day to 
keep the family going.  You are being light when you 
serve our parish in by offering your time in service to 
the children of our school and for a whole host of 
ways you keep our parish running.   
       You are being light when you support of our 
Needy Fund, or contributed to our annual “Diaper Bag 
Express” conducted between Mother’s Day and Fa-
ther’s Day to benefit young unwed fathers and moth-
ers through Birthright. 
      You are being light when you  help provide grocer-
ies through our weekly food collection for the St. Vin-
cent DePaul Food Pantry and our “Sausage for the 
Homeless” campaign.  You are being light through  
your support of the Catholic Build for Habitat. 
      You are being light by buying food for our students 
in Haiti, sponsoring a child’s education, becoming a 
sponsor for our sewing hope program and so many 
other ways that you stand with our brothers and sis-
ters in Haiti.   In all these ways, and countless more, 
your are giving the gift of Christ himself.   
     As I think about the gift you give everyday, I also 
think about the gift that our parish staff is to our par-
ish:  Nathan Winstead in our school, Jessica Reckel-
hoff with our Religious Education Program, Kristan 
Gilles in her work as Director of Liturgy and Julie 
Kempf in her work in the parish office.  I know that 
many of you have worked with them in their various 
capacitates and you have witnesses first hand their 
dedication to our parish.   
       I have had the privilege of working closely with 
each of them for many years.  I continue to be im-
pressed by how much they are able to do with the 
limited resources they have.  They are certainly good 
stewards.  Each of them works tirelessly to keep 
things in the parish running so smoothly.    Most peo-
ple would be surprised to know the number of things 
they take care of each day to make this happen.  It 
may  look almost effortless from a distance, but I can 
tell you that this is far from the case.  We are blessed 
is so many ways by all that they do and we are lucky 
to have them working in our parish.    
      So this Christmas is a time to give thanks to all of  
you who bear the light for our world.  Because of your 
willingness and your courage,  the light comes once 
again into the world and the darkness does not over-
come it.        

Leaning into the journey of life, 

Fr. Gene Schroeder 

  

NEW YEAR’S DAY  
MASS SCHEDULE 

NEW YEAR’S EVE SATURDAY,  
DECEMBER . 31 MASS AT 5 PM 

NEW YEAR’S DAY, SUNDAY, JAN.1 
MASS AT 8 & 10:30 A.M. 

Blessed are you 
who bear the light 

in unbearable times, 
who testify 

to its endurance 
amid the unendurable, 

     who bear  
   witness 

to its  
persistence 
when every-
thing seems 
 in shadow 

and grief. 
 Blessed are you 

in whom the light lives, 
in whom 

the brightness blazes-- 
your heart a chapel, 

an altar where 
in the deepest night 
can be seen the fire  

that shines forth in you in  
unaccountable faith  
in stubborn hope 

in love that illumines 
every broken thing it finds. 

                         Jan Richardson 



 

 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THOSE WHO 
HAVE BEEN IN THE HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOMES 

HERITAGE CENTER:  Brenda Koester, Mary Lou Davis 
PREMIER NURSING CENTER (NEW HARMONY)  Betty Fischer 
SOLARBRONE POINTE:  Margaret Kafel 
CYPRUS REHABILITATION CENTER (NEWBURGH): Steve Hasselbrinck 
NORTH PARK NURSING CENTER:  Marie Gumbel, Carl Kempf 
GOOD SAMARTIAN:  Doris Head 
BETHEL REHAB AND NURSING CENTER:  Willie Nieten 
NORTH RIVER:  Randy Appler 
Congratulations to Brittany (Rutledge) and Patrick Fehrenbacher 

on the birth of their daughter Nola Kate 

DECEMBER 26:  Addelyn Muensterman,  
          Brian Price, Delores Schroeder,  
                      Chase Waninger, Lori Wolf 
DECEMBER 27:  Jim Geiser, Mike Maurer,  
                       Isaac McNeeley, Dawson Pfaffman 
DECEMBER 28:  Mike Burk, Steve Hasselbrinck,  
    Laura Hays, Lynn Kiesel, Ethan Mayer, Nicole Paul, Brant Rexing 
DECEMBER 29:  Terry Drone, Randy Fehrenbacher,  
                           Payne Schiff, Vanessa Vanbibber 
DECEMBER 30:  Jean Brown, Finley Kendle, Stan Love, Taylor Mayer 
DECEMBER 31:  Diane Bassemier, Becky Muensterman,  
                              Stephanie Purcell 
DECEMBER 26:  Chris & Sharon Moutoux 
DECEMBER 27:  Chad & Jessica Raben 
DECEMBER 30:  Joe & Kathy Weber 

STEWARDSHIP:  The Lord’s Way 

For unto us is born this day a Savior!  In re-
sponse to so great a love, only the gift of my 
whole self will do. You have given us Your-
self, dear Lord, in love and thanksgiving.  I 

commit myself afresh to you.  
December 11, 2022   $    32,230.00 
WEEKLY BUDGET    $    19,692.00  
TOTAL INCOME TO DATE   $  441,298.68 
BUDGET TO DATE    $  492,300.00 
MAINTGENANCE COLLECTION  $           75.00 
CHILDREN’S COLLECTION:   $             4.00 

Thanks to our young stewards:  Jarrett & Daxton Brown,  
Quinn & Max Laymon 

HAITI     $        150.00 
HAITI STUDENTS/HIGHER EDUCATION $         750.00 
HAITI FISH FARM    $           50.00 
HAITI SEWING HOPE PROGRAM  $         375.00 
ST. VINCENT’S FOOD PANTRY  $             5.00 
RETIRED RELIGIOUS COLLECTION  $           70.00 
May we  continue to be blessed by your faithful financial support to our 

parish and to our outreach ministries.  Remember that you can  
SEND YOUR COLLECTION THROUGH THE MAIL:     

St. Joseph Church   6202 W. St. Joseph Rd.   Evansville, IN 47720 

CELEBRATION OF  THE  EUCHARIST  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 

  CHRISTMAS EVE 
4:00 PM            CHRISTMAS MASS  
                         WITH CHILDREN 
9:00 PM              CHRISTMAS  
                       MASS AT NIGHT 
Remembering our loved ones listed 

in our Christmas Flower Memorials.    Infant Schilly (1862), 
Elisabeth Adler   (1872), Maria   Helfrich (1878),  Nicolaus 
Kissel (1906), Valentine 
Schili     (1945), John Branstrator 
(1982), Alma (2018) & Paul Schapker  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

9:00 AM  MASS  CHRISTMAS DAY MASS 
Remembering our loved ones listed in 
our Christmas Flower Memorials, 
Guilelmus Bernhard (1872), Edith 
Bueyer   (1989), Anita (2021) & Joe 
Rexing  

 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 26 

Saint Stephen 
6:30 PM MASS: Margaret Witt (1860), Margaret Tenbarge 
(1902), Philip Bender (1920), Lorine (2000) & John Kissel 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27 
SAINT JOHN THE APOSTLE 

7:30 AM MASS:  John Will (1879), Luella Jones (2008) 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28 

FEAST OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS MARTYRS 
7:30 AM MASS:  Callos Romero, Magdalena Fisher (1914), 
Reinildes (2000) & Clarence Botzum, Madeline (2009) & Carl 
Rexing, Joey Elpers (2009) 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29 
FIFTH DAY OF THE OCTIVE OF CHRISTMAS 

NO MASS:  Infant Kohl (1871), John 
Kircher (1872), Frederic Schmitt 
(1892), Ed Rexing (1984) 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30 
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 

NO MASS: Sr. Wilfrida O.S.F. (Agatham 
Ludovicum Mayer)   (1888), Kaspar 
Goelzhausen (1896),  Charles (1981) & 
Mary Alsop, Estelle (Stella) (2009) & 
Larry Ubelhor, James Woods (2020) 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 

5:00 PM MASS:  Joann Schoenstein, Leo Gumbel, Lawrence & 
Nancy Gumbel, Tom & Joann Muensterman, Jack, Jean & 
Nick Lannert,  Elisabeth Comings (1880), Olivia (1994) & Leo  
Schapker,  Stephanie Hillmam (2017), Bob Straub (2018) 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 

8:00 AM MASS:  Robert & Margie  
Harpenau, Dean Trowbridge, Mary 
Schell, Cyril & Wilma Ubelhor, Guy 
Smyth, Dave Tieken, Jerry & Ann 
Seng 
10:30 AM MASS: Steven Koch, Pat 
Koch, Leo & Berta Waninger, Dick 
& Mary Ann Klausmeier, Don & 
Charlotte Titzer, Leroy & Marilyn 
Jochum,  Anna Herrmann 
(1872)   Francis Wolf 1874)   Adam 
Wolf (1895)  Mary Effinger 
(1919)    Barbara   Hoefling (1924) 

    THANKS….We are so very grateful for all those who 

had a hand in decorating our church for Christmas. Spe-
cial thanks to Herman Schmitt who has gone above and 
beyond in his weekly church cleaning efforts.  He’s found 
things to clean that most of us would overlook.  The end 
result is that our church looks even more beautiful.  
Thanks to Jessica Reckelhoff, Josh and Danielle 
Weledge, Debbie Collins, Kristan Gilles, Donna Blanken-
berger, Herman and Cindy Schmitt for the great work 
they did in setting up the crib and Christmas trees.  
Thanks to Matt Ubelhor for continuing a family tradition 
of providing us with Christmas trees.  Cyril and Wilma are 
smiling upon you from their place in heaven!  And thanks 
to Karla Murray for her artistic efforts that made every-
thing look so great!  And thanks to our choir members 
and musicians for helping to lead us in prayer.  



CATHOLIC PARISHES CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
PARISH GOAL  $125,270.00 
PLEDGED TO DATE $123,267.00 
NUMBER OF PLEDGES           359 
AVERAGE PLEDGE     $       344.04 

We have now  reached  98% of our goal! 
Getting sooooo close! Only $2,003.00 to go! 
 Our stewardship goal is to give  2 % of our  gross 

income to the CPC. Thanks to the following people 
 who have returned  their  pledge card.  

Bob & Linda Englert 
Hannah & Denny Rodriguez 

Ben Niemeier 
Shawn & Jenna Thacker 

Tom & Jayne Downs 

Jennifer & Jerad 
 Muensterman 

Zak & Stephanie Tanner 
Brad & Tara Schnur 

Mike & Caroline Coughlin 

  Each Monday we invite people to come to 
pray before the Blessed Sacrament from 7 
am to 6:30 pm.   You can sign up to come for 
a regular hour each Monday or just  come 
when  you can.     

 

Tickets:  email 
jreckelhoff@evdio.org 

BY JANUARY 28 

PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT OUR SCHOOL TECHNOLOY FUND 

     Our bulletin as well as 
our monthly newsletter, 
The Carpenter,  are im-
portant ways for commu-
nicating with the people 
in our parish.  The fifty-five advertisers whose businesses are 
listed on the back cover of the bulletin and newsletter make 
it possible for  us to use this communication tool.  The money 
we receive for these ads pays the cost to print the bulletin 
each week and to print and mail our newsletter each month.   
     Please take the time to patronize these advertisers and, 
when you have the chance, be sure to thank them for adver-
tising with us.   
     Do you have a business that would like to advertise its 
services to our parishioners?  Are you working for a business 
which might want to advertise?  We are always in need a few 
new advertisers each year.  So if you know of someone, call 
us at the parish office (812-963-3273) and let us know. 

       Dear God, this Christmas, please help me remember a few 
simple things, even if I am stressed from shopping and travel, 
lonely from a lack of friends and family, sick from a difficult ill-
ness or poor from the lack of work or a living wage. 
       Help me remember that when you became human, you came 
into the world in the most vulnerable way possible—as an infant. 
That meant that you were totally dependent on Mary and Joseph 
to care for you. And when you left this world, naked on a cross, 
you were vulnerable, too. You were vulnerable for me. 
      Help me remember that when you came into this world, it 
was not into some powerful clan in Galilee, not into some great 
ruling family of Judea and certainly not into a royal dynasty in 

Rome. You could have come in power and exer-
cised that power as a scholar, a soldier, a king or 
an emperor. Instead, you came with no earthly 
power at all. You were powerless for me. 
      Help me remember that you could have en-
tered the world in a wealthy family. There was no 
need for you to be born to a young, probably illit-
erate woman who was married to a simple carpen-
ter and who lived in a town so insignificant that 
one of your disciples would make a joke about it. 
But you chose not only to enter a poor family but 
to toil for many years as a laborer yourself. You 
were poor for me. 
       Help me remember that you spent most of 
your life in obscurity in Nazareth, living an every-
day life and working as a carpenter alongside Jo-
seph. You were not well known. You did not set 
out to make a big name for yourself. In fact, the 
Gospels barely mention your hidden life in Naz-
areth, the place you spent your first 30 years. 

That is how simple, obscure and uneventful most of your life was.  
You were unknown for me. 
     Help me remember that when you became human you took on 
a human body. That means that you experienced everything that 
anybody does. You had stomachaches and headaches, got colds 
and the flu, experienced hunger and thirst, and grew weary at 
the end of a long day. It also means that you experienced joy and 
sadness, frustration and anger, and all the emotions that any hu-
man being does, even in your divinity. You were human for me. 
     Help me remember that your entire life, from your birth to 
your death on a cross, was spent in love. You loved Mary and Jo-
seph and your whole extended family. Later, you loved your 
friends, disciples and followers. You loved even your enemies and 
persecutors. And you had a special love for anyone who was poor, 
sick, lonely, misunderstood or marginalized in any way. Your en-
tire life was poured out as one great offering of love.  You were 
love for me. 
     Help me remember that you offered yourself without counting 
the cost. You preached the good news to the poor, healed the 
sick and shared the coming of the reign of God with everyone. 
Not everyone wanted to hear your message, but you kept pro-
claiming it until your death. You gave your whole self for human-
ity, even when we rejected you. You gave up even your body and 
spirit on the cross. You were everything for me. 
       Help me remember that Christmas is only the beginning of 
the story. After your death, you returned as the Risen One, never 
again to die, offering hope in the face of despair, love in the face 
of hate and life in the face of death. Your rising on Easter Sunday 
revealed the same message that the angel told your mother when 
he announced the coming Christmas: Nothing is impossible with 
God!  You are life for me. 
       This Christmas, give me the gift of memory, 
And I will remember that you became love for me, 
So that I can become love for others.     Fr. James Martin SJ 



     

 

 
 


