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FEBRUARY 23, 2020  THE SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Dear friends,  
       Lent is upon us again and with it a fascinating 
list of rituals and traditions  that have been passed 
on to us through the years.  The tradition that 
most people are familiar with is having ashes 
smeared on our forehead in the shape of a cross.    

The ashes comes from burning palms used on Palm Sunday.  On 
Palm Sunday people waved palms and spread them on the road 
as Jesus came through.  The very people that gave Jesus such a 
rousing welcome into the city, would days later, demand  that 
Jesus be crucified.  As a reminder that we too, often turn our 
backs on the very things that Jesus asks of us as His disciples, 
we have the ashes placed on our forehead in a very public way.  Upon receiving these ashes, 
we hear the very traditional works òremember you are dust and unto dust you shall return.ó  
Sometimes the words òturn away from sin and believe the Good Newsó are used.   I think there 

is sometime deeply human about this act which is why 
many people, Catholic and non Catholic alike, find mean-
ing in this ritual. And it provides a great opportunity for 
evangelizing when you stop to pick up your favorite bever-
age and the server says, òwhat is all the black on your 
forehead?ó  
        Lent was, and still is filled with days of fast and ab-
stinence.  Fasting has to do with partially or completely 

refraining from eating while abstinence has to do with refraining from eating certain foods.  
Traditionally Ash Wednesday and Good Friday were, and still are, days of fast (eating less than 
we normally do) and abstinence (in our case, not eating meat).  Fridayõs during Lent were, and 
still are, days of abstinence.  One of the great unintended consequences of this tradition is the 
introduction of a whole other tradition ñòLenten Fish Frys.ó 
        Interestingly, all kinds of folks in the world of healthy living, have seen the benefits of 
fasting.  They donõt necessarily talk about it as fasting, but instead use terms like òcleansing  
the toxins from our body.ó  While fasting clearly can become a means of strengthening oneõs 
will through self -discipline, it has always been something more than a mere exercise in self -
denial. An obscure second-century text entitled òThe Shepherd of Hermasó makes fasting pur-
poseful: in fasting, one is to deny oneself in order to become more generous to those in need. 
When fasting, the author suggests, it is appropriate to calculate what one would have spent on 
food and offer it to òa widow, an orphan, or one in 
need,ó echoing the Old Testament idiom for the most 
vulnerable in society.  
         Ideally, fasting places us in solidarity with those in 
need and prompts us to act on their behalf from our 
surplus. The slight annoyance we might feel at not en-
joying some treat or in foregoing a meal is but a small 
twinge that reminds us from the inside out that there 
are many each day who would gladly feast of what we so blithely throw away. Fasting is fruit-
less if it simply makes us irritable or self -absorbed. It is a concrete means both of self -
discipline  and a tangible reliance upon Godõs grace and the growth in charity that it engen-
ders, rather than as an end in itself.  
       If you are looking for a way to make a 
practical connection  between fasting and 
being generous to those in need, why not 
consider going out for dinner one less time 
and then give the money you would have 
used for that meal to our Haiti Food Fund.  
The money you give will help us provide a 
noon meal for the  six hundred children who 
are in the grade school and high school at 
St. James Parish.  For us it might just be the 
inconvenience of doing without for a short 
time.  For the children in Haiti, the meal we 
provide is often the difference between 
having something to eat for the day or going 
hungry.   
      So, as we prepare for another Lenten 
Season, letõs pray for each that this time be 
a fruitful and life -giving time for all of us.  

Leaning into the journey of life  

 Fr. Gene Schroeder  

 

    R u t h Rice is 
our oldest parishioner 
and this year, on March 
9th she will be 100!  So, 
letõs send our best wishes 
to this elementary 
teacher (Vogel School), 
former pilot, avid sports 
fan, (especially Notre 
Dame), wise elder to her 
siblings,  loving wife for many years of Tom 
Rice, devoted mother, honored grandmother 
and great grandmother, and one fun -loving 
lady.  
    Ruth is now a resident at Pine Haven Health 
and Rehabilitation Center, so why not send her 
a birthday card, % her daughter Ruth Ann 
Scott,  8123 Waltz Rd., Mt. Vernon, IN, 47620.       



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22 
THE SEVENTH SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY  TIME 
5:00 PM MASS Donnie Martin, 
Jim, Helen, Edward Loehr, 
Marty Kissinger, Kathleen Mel-
ton, Drexel Sr. & Jerry Broth-
ers, Joseph Fogel (1921), 
Lucille Angermeier (1992)  

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23 
THE SEVENTH SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY  TIME 
8:00 AM MASS Pat & Myrna Craney, Joe & Phil Lasher, Ray 
& Wanda Klueh, Don Burkam 
10:30 AM MASS Jerry Shekell, Charlie & Ruth Head, Adam 
Hillenbrand (1865), John Weis (1909), Leo Dillman (1969), 
Betty Gries (1985), Carl (2013) & Madelyn Rexing 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24 
MONDAY IN THE SEVENTH WEEK OF THE YEAR 

6:30 PM MASS Donald Schroeder, Henry Helferich (1862)  
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25 

TUESDAY IN THE SEVENTH WEEK OF THE YEAR 
7:30 AM MASS John Helferich (1872), Eva Reising (1903), 
Donald Evans (1996), Alexis Gerteisen (2000), Edgar Hartz 
(2012), Judith Cosgrove (2013) 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

7:30 AM MASS Catherine Kissel (1866), 
Velma Merrick (1970), Aletha Vollman 
(2018) 
11:00 AM & 7:00 PM PENANCE SERVICES  

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27 
THURSDAY AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY 

NO MASS  Infant Zuber (1868), Fred Niemeier (1944)  
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28 

FRIDAY AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY 
NO MASS Maria Rexing (1876), Mary Schmitt (1949) 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

5:00 PM MASS Lawrence & Nancy 
Gumbel, Bernard and Leo Gumbel, 
Jan Hermann, Paul, Betty and Rich-
ard Horak, Judy Knapp 

SUNDAY, MARCH 1 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

8:00 AM MASS Alice Keil, Ivan Simon, 
Sr. Elizabeth Koberstein & Koberstein 
Family, Bill Knight,  
10:30 AM MASS Luis Ramirez-
Hernandez, Faustino and Julia 

(Hernandez) Ramirez, Carlos, Samuel , &, Juliana Ramirez, 
Hargarete Wolf (1900), Anna Hillenbrand (1958)  

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THOSE WHO HAVE 
BEEN IN THE HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOMES 

RIVER POINTE:  Barbara Shurtleff  
PARK TERRACE VILLAGE:  Mark Fleeger   
PINE HAVEN:  Ruth Rice   
HERITAGE CENTER:  Jean Johnson,  Brenda Koester                                       
 HOLIDAY VILLAGE:  Anita Rexing,  Bettye Logel,  

           Bud & Sharon Werner 
SOLARBRON POINTE: Margaret Kafel  
CYPRUS REHABILITATION CENTER (NEWBURGH): 
              Larry Hoefling,  Steve Hasselbrinck  
NORTH PARK NURSING CENTER:  Carl Kempf,  Marie Gumbel  
EVANSVILLE PROTESTANT HOME:  Doris Head 

Congratulations to Josh and Malorie Hoefling on the birth of  
their son, Oliver.  Maloire is the PE teacher at St. Joe.  

STEWARDSHIP: The Lordõs Way 

In todayôs first reading, the Israelites are urged to love their 
neighbors as themselves.  In the Gospel, Jesus spells out 

how we are to do thatðto give generously to those who ask 
of us and not to turn our backs on those who seek to borrow. 
FEBRUARY 9, 2020                  $    18,731.57  
WEEKLY BUDGET     $    21,427.00  
TOTAL INCOME TO DATE   $  665,572.89  
BUDGET TO DATE    $  707,091.00  
MAINTENANCE    $           15.00       
CHILDRENõS COLLECTION   $           15.25  

YOUNG STEWARDS WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THE COLLECTION LAST WEEK: 
Dax Brown, Emily & Logan Daugherty, Sophia Fehrenbacher, Jacie & Troy Gerteisen, 
Kaytlin Gibbs, Lexa, Louis & Lyla Meredith, Beatrice, Paul & Peter Reckelhoff, Taylor 
Vogt 

MISSION OUTREACH 
HAITI COLLECTION   $         11.00  
HAITI SEWING PROGRAM   $         25.00  
VLADIVOSTOK MISSION   $         10.00  
ST. VINCENTõS FOOD PANTRY  $         15.00  

February 23: Macey Adler, Cody Biffert, Troy Gerteisen,  
     Cambell Murray, Sheri Powers, Rose Ellen Unfried,  
         Roberta Waninger, Bayleigh Wessel 
February 24: Leona Englert, Kristan Gilles,  
 Russel Stratman, Jackson Traylor 
February 25: Henry Raben, Brad Schnur, Olivia Baumeyer 
February 26: Grant Gillenwater, Austin Williams, Leo Zimmer  
February 27: Andy Dile, Rick Elliott, Connie Gries, Brooklyn Helmer,  
 Hensley Jarboe, Glenn Lewis, Jim Scheller 
February 28: Angie Happe, Norb Niemeier, Kathy Weber,  
 Steve Wingert  
February 24:  John & Gail Maurer 
February 25:  Jeff & Patti Wittgen,  
  Jarrod & Katie Luigs 
February 28:  Troy & Amy Meyer 

 

Please remember in your prayers Luis Ramirez , the 
father of Fr. Juan Ramirez a priest of our diocese, 

Judy Knapp , the cousin of Carolyn Hutchinson, Betty 

Polk, and Fred, Jim, Vernie & Danny Gries, and Rich-
ard Horak , the uncle and godfather of Peggy Dossett, 

who died this past week.  May they know the fullness 
of Godõs life and may His peace be with their family and friends.   

COME ENJOY A FISH DINNER 
 AT THESE PLACES 

St. Benedict:  Fridays in Lent 
St. James:  February 28  
Holy Redeemer :  March 20, April 3  
St. Wendel Knights of St. John:  March 20 

 
 

 
Mass  at 7:30 am 
with distribution  

  of Ashes   
Penance Services at   

  11:00 am  and  7:00 pm  
with distribution  

 of Ashes at each Service 



LITURGICAL MINISTERS SCHEDULE 
(EM=Eucharistic Minister, S=Servers, L=Lector, GB=Gift Bearers) 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 29 & MARCH 1 
5:00 PM (EM) Carolyn Hutchison, Chuck Jansen, Brandon Werner, Ron 
& Margaret Angermeier; (L) Toni Askins; (S) Devin Feulner; (GB) Fred 
& Judy Gries 
8:00 AM (EM) Al Debes, Andy Rokosz, Sarah Duncan, Tom & Dolores 
Folz; (L) Tom Folz; (S) Addy Wilkinson, Madelynn Manger; (GB) Alan & 
Donna Blankenberger 
10:30 AM (EM) Becky Dosher, Shane Wessel, Steve Jung, Claudia Dun-
can, Jill Happe; (L) Shane Wessel; (S) Michael & Gabe Jung; (GB) 
Randy & Darlene Appler 

MONDAY:  7 am-7 pm Eucharistic Adoration  
TUESDAY:  6 pm SPRED Friends 
THURSDAY:  6 pm Haiti Ministry Meeting  
SATURDAY: 4-4:40 pm Confessions 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY:  Haiti & St. Vincentõs  
                                    Food Pantry Collection 
SUNDAY (3/1):  9 am RCIA 
         9 am Religious Education Family Class 

Scrip Sellers Feb. 29 & Mar. 1 
5 PM:  NO SALES 

8 AM:  Julianna Voelker 
10:30 AM:  NO SALES 

For Scrip questions contact  
Julianna Voelker 812-449-8937 

 

What does the future hold for Christianity?  We continue to read  
 one perspective written by Shane Claiborne, best selling author, 

founder of the Simple Way Community, and self -proclaimed 
�´�U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�L�Q�J���V�L�Q�Q�H�U���µ 

      We may be poised for a great awakening  but for that to hap-
pen we must channel discontentment with the way things are 
into constructive  renewal.  Just like the phrase popularly attrib-
uted to Mahatma Ghandi, òBe the change you want to see in the 
world,ó we need to be the change we want to see in the church. 
      Saying that we can be Christians without the church is sort of 
like someone who had an abusive mother saying the solution to 
bad mothers is to have no mothers.  The problem is, you canõt 
have children without mothers, and you canõt have Christians 
without a church.  
      Only a person with a mother can say we donõt need mothers.  
A generation that no longer believes in mothers with have a hard 
time giving birth to anything.  
      St. Cyprian (c. 200-258) said, òYou cannot have God for your 
Father if you donõt have the Church for your Mother.ó  Now I 
donõt think that means we have to leave a dysfunctional mother 
the way she is.  In fact, just the opposite.  We need to love her 
and help her recover, perhaps protect ourselves in cases of 
abuse, but never give up on herñbecause God specializes in re-
demption.   
     God is restoring all things.  Institutions like the church are 
broken, just like people, and they too are being healed and re-
deemed.  My friend Chris Haw, put it this way.  Itõs the differ-
ence between being in canoe and a rowboat.  In a canoe, you 
look forward as you row, but in a rowboat, you look back as you 
move forward.  Our way forward is behind us.  
     I also heard Chris, whom I consider one of the sharpest young 
Catholic theologians in the US describe why he is joining the 
Catholic Church at a time when many folks are leaving the 
Catholic Church.  He said it is the same reason he moved into 
Camden, New Jersey, which, at the time he moved there, was 
rated the worst place to live in America.  In short, he believes in 
resurrection and that God is redeeming all things ñincluding Cam-
den and the church.   
      I donõt believe anything is born outside the ecclesial family 
tree.  Certainly, Iõm not proud of everything in the churchõs fam-
ily tree.  Neither am I proud of everything in my own family his-
tory, but we own it, and we continue to build the kind of family 
we know God wants. 
       Twenty years ago, when folks asked me if I was Protestant 
or Catholic, I would say, òNo.ó  I would go on to explain that I 
was a follower of Jesus and Jesus was not to be confined by sec-
tarianism.  Now, when folks ask me if I am Protestant or Catho-
lic, my answer is slightly different.  I say òyes,ó and I mean it.  I 
have been shaped by both traditions, and I need the whole fam-
ily tree of the Church, with a big C.  Rather than throw out tradi-
tions, I want to know and study them, find the treasures and spit 
out the bones.  
      The church needs discontentment.  It is a gift of the Reign of 
God.  But we have to use our discontentment to engage rather 
than to disengage.  We need to be part of repairing whatõs bro-
ken rather than jumping ship.  One of the pastors in my 
neighborhood said, òI like to think about the church like Noahõs 
Ark.  The old boat must have stunk bad inside, but if you tried to 
get out youõd drown.ó          (Continued next week) 

`  

a c t i v e . l e a g u e o n e . c o m / O L R / P a g e s /
Welcome.aspx?Clubld=16102.   For any ques-
tions, please contact Dave Lappe 812-305-
4199 or Natalie Kassenbrock 812-598-1109.   

 

 

 

 

 
     Itõs time to make plans for  òthe 
best fish fry in the Evansville area.ó   
The dates for our fish fries are March 
6th  and March 13th.    
             Call Mike or Jenny Collins 
(812-760-9709)    to volunteer.  You 
can also call the parish office (812 -963
-3273).  Spread the word and invite 
your friends and neighbors to join us 
for a great meal!  


