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MARCH 27, 2022  THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
Dear friends, 
     All the news that has come out of war in Ukraine has got me to ask myself  
“what does a person do in the face of evil.”  Dietrich Bonehoeffer, the great 
German Lutheran pastor theologian asked himself this very question in the 
1940’s when he was living in Germany under the dictatorship of Adolf Hitler.  
He was very vocal about his opposition of Hitler’s euthanasia program and the 
his extermination of the Jews.  He was arrested and accused of being part of  
a plot to assassinate Hitler.  He was  imprisoned for a year and a half before 

being hanged on April 9, 1945. 
     Maximillian Kolb was a Franciscan Priest who preached and taught in Poland during the 
1930’s.  His preaching and especially his operating a printing press that promoted the Gospel 
got him in troubled with the Nazi rulers at the time.  He was imprisoned in the concentration 
camp at Auschwitz where he continued to preach by word and especially example that there is 
a God and therefore love and hope exist even in the midst of the horrible conditions in the 
camp.  He is remembered for offering to take the place of fellow prisoner  who selected  to be 
executed in response another prisoner who lived in the same barracks and had attempted to 
escape.  He was executed by the Nazis on August 15, 1941. 
       Franz Jagerstatter was a simple farmer, husband and father fo four daughters who lived 
in Austria in the 1930’s.  A devout Catholic, he considered war to be immoral.  He was drafted 
into the German army in the 1940’s but refused to serve.  He was arrested and later guillo-
tined by the the Nazi government in 1943.  Recently a film about his life entitled A Hidden 
Life  was made.  You can watch it on Amazon Prime.    
    Most recently, 1996 there is the story of nine Trappist monks who lived in the Abbey of Tib-
hirine near Medea, Algeria during the time of the Algerian Civil War.  With the civil war break-
ing out, they discussed among themselves what they should do.  They decided to stay and 
work with the folks there, most of whom mere Muslims.  Among the many things they did was 
to operate a medical clinic for the community.   Seven of the monks were kidnapped, held for 
ransom and later were all murdered.  You can learn about their story in the movie Of Gods 
and Men. 
       What to do in the face of evil?  All of these people tried to live out the teachings of Jesus. 
—do not repay evil with evil, forgive as the Lord has forgiven you.  In their own way, each of 
them laid down their life for others. And yet they were all killed.  What did their deaths ac-
complish?  Was evil stopped?  What should our response be? 
    St. Paul tells us  that Jesus has revealed the only response that works. The revelation of the 
cross, he says, makes us indestructible, because it says there is a way through all absurdity 
and tragedy and evil in our world.  That way is precisely through accepting and even using 
absurdity and tragedy as part of God’s unfathomable agenda. If we can internalize the mys-
tery of the cross, we won’t fall into cynicism, failure, bitterness, or skepticism. The cross 
gives us a precise and profound way through the shadow side of life and through all disap-
pointments. And it gives us a way of holding the terrible suffering and misery we see being 
played out daily in the wars in Ukraine, Syria, Yemen and Ethiopia.   
   Paul calls this the “folly of the cross,” Why? Because on the cross, God took the worst thing, 
the killing of the God-human, and made it 
into the best thing, the very redemption of 
the world. The compassionate holding of 
essential meaninglessness or tragedy, as 
Jesus does on the cross, is the final and 
triumphant resolution of all the dualisms 
and dichotomies that we face in our own 
lives. We are thus “saved by the cross”!  
       Holding the meaninglessness of war 
and suffering and at the same time holding 
the desire for revenge, to make “someone” 
pay for the senseless destruction (which is 
in the hearts of most people) gives us a 
way to bring hope to our world.  And when 
we do this not only ware we being “saved 
by the cross,” but we are, in fact, joining 
in furthering this sacred work.  This is not 
just a passive response to evil.  It takes 
incredible energy and strength of character 
to be this kind of presence in the world.  I 
believe it this energy that enabled Dietrich 
Bonehoeffer, Maxamillian Kolb, Franz 
Jagerstatter and the Trappist monks of 
Algeria to do what they did.        
         Leaning into the journey of life 

Fr. Gene Schroeder 

 

         Thanks to the folks 
who came to Blood Drive last 
week.  We collected 36 units 
of blood for the Blood Bank.  
Thanks to Imogene Baehl, 
Terry Drone, jenny Puckett 

and Donna Blankenberger for hosting this event.   
 

      Thanks to all the folks who helped fill a 
college care package for one of our college stu-
dents.  We’ll be delivering them in the next 
week just in time for their final exams.   

 

    FISH FRY RESULTS:  Thanks to all the folks 
who helped with our second fish fry last Friday.  
Another great effort!   We sold 2021 meals which 
was just slightly less than the 2029 meals we 
sold at our first fish fry.  Our preliminary figures 
indicate that we grossed  
$24,606 in sales.  Our expenses 
were $9,823.66 which is up from 
last year.  We were still able to 
clear a profit of $14,782.34.  
Look for a complete report in the May issue of 
The Carpenter. 



SATURDAY, MARCH 26 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT  

5:00 PM MASS:  Sophia Drewis 
(1916), Infant Tepool (1916), Jo-
seph Feudenberg (1931), Rosina 
Rexing (1939) 

SUNDAY, MARCH 27 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

8:00 AM MASS:   Sr. Elizabeth 
Koberstein, Robert & Margie 
Harpenau, Elvera Meyer, Alli, Den-

nis, Luke, Basil & Marie  Mehringer 
10:30 AM MASS:  Joseph Weiss (1887), Anton Schili 
(1913), Rose Schmitt (1950)  

 MONDAY, MARCH 28 
MONDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK OF LENT 

6:30 PM MASS:  Catherine Hillenbrand (1902), Henry 
Rumade (1908), Lena Schenk (1957)  

TUESDAY, MARCH 29 
TUESDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK OF LENT 

7:30 AM MASS:  Lambert Rexing (1873), Bernard Te-
poehle (1888), Mary Briel (1996) 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30 
WEDNESDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK OF LENT 

7:30 AM MASS:  Rosina Scholau (1868), Joan Will (1869), 
Infant Salzmann (1874), Leo Bender (1891), Rose Kraft 
(1955), Carl Elpers (1967), Jeanette (2001) & Orville Hall 

THURSDAY, MARCH 31 
THURSDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK OF LENT 

NO MASS:   Caroline Goebel (1950), Mary Alsop (1965), 
John Effing (1993), Leota Effing (1993), Paul & Marlene 
Hasselbrinck,  

FRIDAY, APRIL 1 
FRIDAY OF THE FOURTH WEEK OF LENT 

7:30 AM MASS:  Henry Hoefling (1889), Josephina Adler 
(1904), Josephine Niemeier (1974), Patricia Kissel (1974), 
Francis Kormeling (1982), Janice (2017) & Bill Kempf, 
Albert Vollman (2021) 

SATURDAY, APRIL 2 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT  

5:00 PM MASS:  Paul & Betty Horak, Dennis & Esther Dos-
sett, Otilla Baehl (1964), Leo Hillenbrand (1975), Nancy  
(2019) & Lawrence Gumbel, Bernard and Leo Gumbel 

SUNDAY, APRIL 3 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

8:00 AM MASS:   Mark Folz, 
Jerry Krack, Jaxson Loehr, 
Robert & Bernadine Jean, b BO 
& Imelda Woodward 
10:30 AM MASS:  Francis Rex-
ing (1858), Paul Will (1875), 
Verena Mayor (1918), Janet 
Englert (1972), Sean Witsoe 
(2010), Wilbur (2015) & Marian 
Fehrenbacher, Loretta (2020) & Darrell  Whelan   

STEWARDSHIP: The Lord’s Way 

The stewardship message in the parable of the Prodigal Son is 
that it is never too late to become a good steward.  Blessed is 
the elder brother who had been a good steward all along, but 

blessed, too, is the prodigal who had to lose all he had in order 
to understand the value of what he’d been given. 

MARCH 20, 2022 (COLLECTION & TUITION)  $       8,969.00 
WEEKLY BUDGET      $     19,700.00 
TOTAL INCOME TO DATE     $   709,288.01 
BUDGET TO DATE     $   748,600.00 
MAINTENANCE COLLECTION   $            20.00 
CHILDREN’S COLLECTION    $              2.00  

Thank you to our young stewards who gave to the collection last week:  
Jarrett & Daxton Brown 

SEND YOUR COLLECTION THROUGH THE MAIL 
St. Joseph Church   6202 W. St. Joseph Rd. 

Evansville, IN 47720 
May we  continue to be blessed by your faithful financial  

support  to our parish and to our outreach ministries 
MISSION OUTREACH 

HAITI     $       150.00 
HAITI FOOD FUND    $         20.00 
ST. VINCENT’S FOOD PANTRY  $           5.00 
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES COLLECTION $         10.00 
EASTERN EUROPE COLLECTION  $         10.00 
BLACK & INDIAN MISSIONS COLLECTION $         10.00 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THOSE WHO HAVE 
BEEN IN THE HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOMES 

HERITAGE CENTER:  Brenda Koester  
HOLIDAY VILLAGE:  Mary Lou Davis 
PREMIER NURSING HOME (NEW HARMONY):  Betty Fischer 
SOLARBRON POINTE: Margaret Kafel 
CYPRUS REHABILITATION CENTER (NEWBURGH):  Steve Hasselbrinck 
NORTH PARK NURSING CENTER:  Carl Kempf,  Marie Gumbel 
GOOD SMARARITAN:  Doris Head  
PARK TERRACE VILLAGE:  Bettye Logel 

 

 

 

MAR. 27:  Ann Effinger, Jenny Elpers, Hailey Jones,  
          Ashley Jung, Hannah Kissel, Lisa Lannert,  
 Andy Reckelhoff  
MAR. 28:  Eric Douglas, Jon Locklar, Chloe Wortman 
MAR. 30:  Mary Lou Davis, Ellyson Fehrenbacher,  
 Linda Kempf, Ellie Luigs, Paul Murray  
MAR. 31:  Bridget Arnold, Bruce Woodward  
APR. 1:  Jennifer DeLutri, Kevin Pennington, Morris Schiff,  
 Samuel Wortman  
APR. 2:  Ryan Fehrenbacher, Zachary Goedde,  
 Mmekan Ntewo, Michele Reffett 

 EASTER FLOWER MEMORIALS    
Once again this year we are inviting you to remember 
your loved ones at Easter time by contributing toward 
our Easter Flower Memorial Fund.  Please send your 
contribution along with the names you want to re-
member to the parish office (through the collection or 
through the mail) by April 10th. The names will be 
published in the Easter Bulletin.    

      St. Boniface—April 1 & 8 
  Holy Redeemer—April 8 

  St. James—April 1 
    St. John Newburgh Fridays in Lent 

MARCH 2022 LOTTERY WINNERS  ST. JOE:  $750—Tom Verkamp, 
$300—Connie Harpenau, $200—Carrie Brown, $100—Haiti Fund   
MATER DEI $10,000—John Harmon, $1,500—Mike Schili, $1,000—
Jourdan & Kaylee Cox, $500—David Mitchell, Sr. 

  
       Each Wednesday for Family Stations of the Cross 

from 6:30-7:00 at St. Joe Church.   
 Each Sunday of Lent from 11:30-1 A Biblical Walk 

through Christ’s Passion” by Edward Sri. 
     Each Monday we invite people to 
come to pray before the Blessed Sac-
rament from 7 am to 6:30 pm.   Also, 
each Sunday morning at 7:40 you are invited to gather 
with us as we pray the rosary.   



IT’S LAWN MOWING TIME.  WE NEED VOLUNTEERS TO 
HELP OUT.  COME JOIN THE CROWD THAT IS A “CUT 
ABOVE.”  We have five crews (more if we can get more peo-

ple) who mow the lawn each week on a rotating ba-
sis—once every five weeks.  We provide all the equip-
ment (self-propelled lawn mowers, riding lawn 
mower, weed eaters), and refreshments for the 
workers!  Each year we need to replace some crew 
members who are unable to continue.  Call the 
parish office (812-963-3273) or Mark Schmitt 
(812-963-9186).   
    Help us get ready for our lawn mowing 
season, by removing any decorations around 
your cemetery tombstones that might get in the way of our 
lawn mowing crews.    Remember that flowers and plaques  
must be attached securely to the tombstone or flower vases.  
Shepherd’s crooks, statues, balloons, and the like are not per-
mitted as they are a hazard to our mowing crews.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The primary goal of this event is to raise funds for expansion 
and repair to our secondary school in Plaine du Nord.   

Plans include additional classrooms, a computer lab, a solar 
system to power the facility and necessary classroom   

equipment and furnishings.   A generous donor has   
issued a matching challenge .  Up to $50K raised  

during this event will be matched! 

      

  After a two year hiatus, our 
20th annual rummage sale is 

back on—at a new time—June 10-11.  Among other things, we’ll 
be collecting household items, children’s toys, tools, antiques, 
collections, baby items, games, clothing, puzzles. household 
furniture.   
     We regret that we will NOT BE ABLE TO ACCEPT Console 
TV’s, Computers,  Electronic Devices or tires, mattresses.  If 
you wouldn’t buy it, don’t bring it.   
     We’ll also be collecting medium size Target bags to be used 
at the sale.  Drop them off in the containers by the church 
front doors. 

Questions?  Call Imogene — 812– 963-5221 
LOOK FOR MORE INFORMATION IN THE COMING WEEKS. 

       
 

        O Mary, Mother of God, in this time of trial we turn to you.  
We have forgotten the lesson learned from the tragedies of the 
last century, the sacrifice of the millions who fell in two world 
wars. We have disregarded the commitments we made as a 
community of nations. We grew sick with greed, we thought 
only of our own nations and their interests, we grew indifferent 
and caught up in our selfish needs and concerns. We chose to 
ignore God, to be satisfied with our illusions, to grow arrogant 
and aggressive, to suppress innocent lives and to stockpile 
weapons. We grew indifferent to everyone and everything ex-
cept ourselves.  
      Now with shame we cry out: Forgive us, Lord! Holy Mother, 
amid the misery of our sinfulness, amid our struggles and weak-
nesses, amid the mystery of iniquity that is evil and war, you 
remind us that God never abandons us, but continues to look 
upon us with love, ever ready to forgive us and raise us up to 
new life. By God’s gracious will, you are ever with us.  We now 
turn to you and knock at the door of your heart.  At this dark 
hour, help us and grant us your comfort. You are able to untie 
the knots of our hearts and of our times. We have forgotten our 
humanity and squandered the gift of peace.  
    O Mother, hear our prayer. Do not let us be shipwrecked in 
the tempest of war. Inspire projects and paths of reconciliation. 
Eliminate hatred and the thirst for revenge, and teach us for-

giveness. Free us 
from war, protect our 
world from the men-
ace of nuclear weap-
ons.   Show people 
the path of fraternity. 
May your sorrowful 
plea stir our hardened 
hearts. May the tears 
you shed for us make 
this valley parched by 
our hatred blossom 
anew. Amid the thun-
der of weapons, may 
your prayer turn our 

thoughts to peace. May your maternal touch soothe those who 
suffer and flee from the rain of bombs. May your motherly em-
brace comfort those forced to leave their homes and their na-
tive land. May your Sorrowful Heart move us to compassion and 
inspire us to open our doors and to care for our brothers and 
sisters who are injured and cast aside. Mother Mary, we now 
desire to welcome you into our lives and our history. At this 
hour, a weary and distraught humanity stands with you beneath 
the cross, needing to entrust itself to you and, through you, to 
consecrate itself to Christ. The people of Ukraine and Russia, 
who venerate you with great love, now turn to you, even as 
your heart beats with compassion for them and for all those 
peoples decimated by war, hunger, injustice and poverty.   
      Grant that war may end and peace spread throughout the 
world. The “Fiat” that arose from your heart opened the doors 
of history to the Prince of Peace. We trust that, through your 
heart, peace will dawn once more. To you we consecrate the 
future of the whole human family, the needs and expectations 
of every people, the anxieties and hopes of the world. Through 
your intercession, may God’s mercy be poured out on the earth 
and the gentle rhythm of peace return to mark our days. Our 
Lady of the “Fiat”, on whom the Holy Spirit descended, restore 
among us the harmony that comes from God. May you, our 
“living fountain of hope”, water the dryness of our hearts. In 
your womb Jesus took flesh; help us to foster the growth of 
communion. You once trod the streets of our world; lead us now 
on the paths of peace. Amen. 




