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SEPTEMBER 20,2020  THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Dear friends,  
      One of the challenges of trying to understand the teachings of Jesus in the 
Gospel is that we are far removed from the day to day experiences of people who 
lived in first century Palestine.  So, quite often, the images that Jesus used in the 
parables donõt speak to us in the same way that they did for the people in Jesusõ 
time.  But sometimes the stories that Jesus told really do make us sit up and take 
notice.  The story we hear in todayõs gospel is like that.  
Jesus talks about the Kingdom of Heaven being like a per-

son who went out to hire workers for his vineyard.  He went out five 
times to hire people.  And at the end of the day he began to pay the 
workers, beginning with the ones who were hired last.  And he paid 
them all the same, which made the ones who were hired first and who 
had worked all day complain about being treated unfairly.  Thatõs the 
part where most of us say, òyeah, you got that right, that is so unfair.ó  
And the final words of the owner of the vineyard donõt seem fair as 
wellñóthus the last shall be first and the first shall be last.ó 
       Now the power of the gospel parables is that they make us think again.  And if we find 
ourselves upset with the story, all the better.  Then the story has power to move us.  So just 
what are we to make of this last line of the gospel:  òthus the last shall be first and the first 
shall be last?ó  Where we would place ourselves in this story?  Would we be among the first who 
were hired or among the last ones to be hired?  The ones who were chosen first were the best 
and most experienced and the ones who were chosen last were like the produce in the grocery 
story that had gotten picked over several times.  The ones that remained were left because 
there was something wrong with them.  Maybe they were lame, or crippled.  If this be the case, 
now where do we place ourselves in the story.   
     We certainly identify with the ones who were hired first and who were paid the same as 
those who were hired last.  òThatõs not fair, they should have gotten more.ó  But if we identify 
with this group, where does that place us when we say òthe first shall be last.ó    
     There has been a lot of talk recently about people of privilege.  Now I suspect most of us 
would say we are not people of privilege.  Just raising the issue of privilege can be very fright-
ening for so many of us.  But just what does it mean to be people of privilege?  Hereõs some-
thing I came across recently that described the term privilege. Privilege says I have no cultural 
identity.   Privilege says I've earned everything I've got.  Privilege says why are people who 
experience oppression always talking about oppression? Why can't we all just get along?  Privi-
lege says that reverse discrimination is real.  Privilege says people who disagree with me are 
angry.  Privilege says I'll be friends with people who experience oppression, as long as they 
never call me an oppressor.  Privilege says I'll only listen to people who experience oppression 
if they remain calm (in the way that calm means to me).  Privilege says I donõt see color.  
Privilege says this is the land of equal opportunity.  Privilege says I'm not privileged.  
     Maybe the point about the òfirst being 
last,ó is that they are in the best position to 
listen with courage to those who are last  
and in doing so, can be instruments of great 
healing in the world.       
     Leaning into the journey of our life  

Fr. Gene Schroeder  

P.S.  Thanks to Alan Blankenberger for us 
his help with some electrical work in our 
parish meeting room.  Thanks also  to Jim 
Scheller for putting the new parish office 
sign outside the front door of the rectory.  

 

CATHOLIC PARISHES CAMPAIGN  
PARISH GOAL  $120,000.00 
PLEDGED TO DATE $   6,425.00 
NUMBER OF PLEDGES                 5 
AVERAGE PLEDGE              $   1,285.00 
     Our stewardship goal  
is to give 1% of our gross 
income to the CPC. 
Thanks to the following 
people who have re-
turned  their pledge card               
                       Jim Hermann  

Mike & Michele Reffett  
 

After a Reading of òDarkwater 
I did not think... I did not know...   
    What pale excuse is this I make 
In answer to my brotherõs woe,  

Age-long, for deep injustice sake!  
Across his mute and patient soul,   

   While I have gone my heedless way, 
The shadows of a fate might roll  

   That deepened night and darkened day.  
But I have read a burning page,  

  That glowed with white  
and soul-wrung fire,  

And now no more I may engage 
    My conscience with a feeble hire.   

For all the wrong I did not heed,   
   Chance-born in happier paths to live,  

I cry unto my brotherõs need 
  One word of love and shame... forgive!  

 
Elizabeth Curtis Colman   
was born on August 12, 

1879 in Hartford, Connecti-
cut. Known for her transla-
tions of selections of Rubai-
yat of Omar Khayyam, her 

poems were published 
in The Crisis and other  
literary  magazines .  

https://poets.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e329a0cb6f08842f08a05d822&id=e6b912c34e&e=75811e4191


 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 

5:00 PM MASS  Bob Happe, Tom 
& Joann Muensterman, Jeff 
Schneider, Rosa Brack (1870), 
August in Herman (1870), 
Guilielmus Rexing (1901), Lorin 
Walsh (1932), Frank Kissel 
(1954), Dennis Weis (1964)  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 
TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

8:00 AM MASS  Simon & Kares Family, Lila Simon, Matthew 
Kares, Donatius Baumgart, Sr., Syl, Irene, Bob & Ron 
Happe, Frank Baumgart Family, Andy Kelley, Lloyd Jost, 
Carlos Romero, Ambrose Mehringer 
10:30 AM MASS   Clarence Zehner, Anna Zehner, Amelia 
McAtee, Deloris Gentry, Robert Gentry, Scott Gentry, 
Elisabeth Scheich (1864), Infant Wolf (1864), Infant Haber-
bach (1964), Magdaline Ochsner (1895), John Hartlein 
(1938), Sr. Raymunda OSF (Rose Ochsner, 1949) 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 
SAINT MATTHEW 

6:30 PM MASS  Anthony Rexing j(1899), Anna Voelker 
(1945), Glenn Fehrenbacher (2005), Sr. Julitta Steckler, 
OFM (2012) 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22  
TUESDAY OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH WEEK OF THE YEAR 

7:30 AM MASS  Francis Rexing (1876), Joseph Buerger 
(1956) 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 
SAINT PIUS OF PEITRELCINA 

7:30 AM MASS  Infant Trunk (1861), Catharine Denninger 
(1864), Steven Kempf (1961), John Tieken (1996), Nicholas 
Lannert (2019) 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 
THURSDAY OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH WEEK OF THE YEAR 

NO MASS Joseph Bender (1918) 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 

FRIDAY OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH WEEK OF THE YEAR 
7:30 AM MASS (Grade School Students Only)  Ludovicus 
Miller (1865), Peter Baumgart (1867), Infant Lunkenheimer 
(1867), Infant Born (1867), Infant Goezhauser (1867), 
Henry Hillenbrand (1913), Charles (2000) & Mildred Lewis  

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

5:00 PM MASS  Debbie Givens, Paul E. & Betty Horak, Den-
nis & Esther Dossett, Anna Bauer (1920), Michael Kelle 
(1955)  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 
TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

8:00 AM MASS  Wilma & Joe Gumbel, Agnes Scheller, 
James & Mabel Blythe, Francis Niemeier, Jim and Dolores 

Niemeier, Sylvester 
and Leona Niemeier 
10:30 AM MASS   Edgar 
Bassemier, Bob & 
Deloris Gentry, Scott 
Gentry, Carol Schnauz 
(1866), Peter Helferich 
(1872), Maria Efinger 
(1895), John Hillen-
brand (1907), Ferdi-
nand Hi l lenbrand 
(1912), Nicholas Wolf 
(1924) 

STEWARDSHIP: The Lordõs Way 

Good stewards follow the advice of St. Paul and conduct 
themselvesðby wise use of their time and talentsðin a way 

worthy of the Gospel of Christ. 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2020 (COLLECTION & TUITION)  $  12,999.00  
SEPTEMBER 15, 2020 Auto Debit Collection      $  11,252.67  
WEEKLY BUDGET          $  21,427.00  
TOTAL INCOME TO DATE        $187,363,63  
BUDGET TO DATE         $235,697.00  
CHILDRENõS COLLECTION        $           9.50  

We continue to be blessed by your faithful financial support  
 to our parish and to our outreach ministries  

YOUNG STEWARDS WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THE COLLECTION LAST WEEK:   

Dax & Jarrett Brown, Avery Frankenberger, CJ Martin,  
Beatrice, Paul & Peter Reckelhoff, Grant Voelker, Taylor Vogt 

MISSION OUTREACH 
HAITI COLLECTION   $      277.00  
HAITI STUDENTS    $   3,680.00  
HAITI HIGHER EDUCATION   $      830.00  
VLADIVOSTOK MISSION COLLECTION  $      100.00  
CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY COLLECTION  $        20.00  

SCRIP cards are still available for your to  
purchase.  Check out the SCRIP order form 
 on our parish website  www.stjoeco.org. 
Supporting our SCRIP program benefits 

 you as well as our parish school. 

SEPTEMBER 20:  Paul Angermeier, Autumn Dick,  
     Jordan Dick, Jill Happe, Sis Jarboe, Sydney Martin 
SEPTEMBER 21:  Elli Gaiser, Matthew Jochum 
SEPTEMBER 22:  Melanie Denning, Judith Schneider,  
     Luke Spaetti 
SEPTEMBER 23:  Nicholas Angermeier, Alex Drone 
SEPTEMBER 24:  Lindsey Dosher, Kathy  
     Fehrenbacher, Samuel Heldt, Charlotte Schmitt, Jay Smith  
SEPTEMBER 25:  Pam Endress, Richard Fehrenbacher, Adam Fenwick,  
     Delaney Maurer 
SEPTEMBER 26: Cloey Lamble, Brinley Mehringer, Ole Olsen,  
     Carl Stewart, Janice Tenbarge  
SEPTEMBER 20:  Jim & Carol Fechtmeister  
SEPTEMBER 21:  Ray & Angie Happe, Donnie & Amy Will,  
     Bill & Melissa Gillenwater   
SEPTEMBER 24:  Randy & Cecilia Kuester  
SEPTEMBER 25:  Pat & Shari Kempf,  
  George & Joan David 
SEPTEMBER 26:  Mike & Paula Buedel,  
  Brandon & Kacie Gambrel 

 

HOLY REDEEMER SMOKED CHICKEN DINNER  
SEPT. 19   Drive thru only  5 -7:30 pm.  812
-424-8344 for tickets.  
ST. PHILIP BURGOO SEPT. 27  Drive thru and carry out only, begins 
at 7am, containers will be provided.   
CORPUS CHRISTI HARVEST FEST SEPT. 26-27 & OCT. 3-4,  9 am-3 
pm Saturdays, 11am-3 pm Sundays, Enjoy Fall decorations, Chuck 
Wagon Sausage Burgers, puppy chow and frozen hot chocolate.   

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THOSE WHO HAVE 
BEEN IN THE HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOMES 

RIVER POINTE:  Barbara Shurtleff  
PARK TERRACE VILLAGE:  Mark Fleeger   
HERITAGE CENTER:  Jean Johnson,  Brenda Koester 
 HOLIDAY VILLAGE:  Anita Rexing,  Bettye Logel,  
           Bud & Sharon Werner 
SOLARBRON POINTE: Margaret Kafel  
CYPRUS REHABILITATION CENTER (NEWBURGH) 
              Larry Hoefling,  Steve Hasselbrinck  
NORTH PARK NURSING CENTER:  Carl Kempf,  Marie Gumbel  
EVANSVILLE PROTESTANT HOME:  Doris Head  



         Our parish continues to be blessed by the financial 
support your have given throughout weekly collection and 
now through your contributions to our annual Catholic Par-
ishes Campaign (CPC).  Remember that there are three ways 
you can continue to make your weekly contributions.  
1.   Sending your contribution to us through the mail.  You 

can use any of the stamped  enve-
lopes we sent you in the mail.   

2.     You can also  make your contri-

bution by setting up an automatic 
withdrawal from your checking or 
savings account.  If you would like to 
set up this option, call the parish 

office (812 -963-3273) and weõll walk you through the proc-
ess.  

3.     If you like the option of donating online, you can now do 

that through our diocesan website. www.evdio.org .  At the 
top of the menu options on the main page, the last menu 
option on the right:   "Sunday Collection Giving."   Thank 
you!  

 
At his general audiences held each  
Wednesday, Pope Francis has begun  
to share his reflections on how this  

coronavirus pandemic can be our teacher.     
     The pandemic has highlighted how vulner-
able and interconnected everyone is. If we do 
not take care of one another, starting with the 
least, with those who are most impacted, in-
cluding creation, we cannot heal the world.  In 
responding to the grave challenges caused by the present pan-
demic, we Christians are guided by the wisdom and strength born 
of the virtues of faith, hope and love. As Godõs gifts, these vir-
tues heal us and enable us in turn to bring Christõs healing pres-
ence to our world. They can inspire in us a new and creative 
spirit to help us face todayõs deeply rooted physical, social and 
spiritual infirmities and change the unjust and destructive behav-
iours that threaten the future of our human family.  
       Commendable is the effort of so many people who have 
been offering evidence of human and Christian love for 
neighbour, dedicating themselves to the sick even at the risk of 
their own health. They are heroes! However, the coronavirus is 
not the only disease to be fought, but rather, the pandemic has 
shed light on broader social ills. One of these is a distorted view 
of the person, a perspective that ignores the dignity and rela-
tional nature of the person. At times we look at others as ob-
jects, to be used and discarded. In reality this type of perspec-
tive blinds and fosters an individualistic and aggressive throw -
away culture, which transforms the human being into a consumer 
good  
     In the light of faith we know, instead, that God looks at a 
man and a woman in another manner. He created us not as ob-
jects but as people loved and ca-
pable of loving; He has created us 
in His image and likeness. In this 
way He has given us a unique dig-
nity, calling us to live in commun-
ion with Him, in communion with 
our sisters and our brothers, with 
respect for all creation. Creation 
is the harmony in which we are 
called to live. And in this commun-
ion, in this harmony that is com-
munion, God gives us the ability to 
procreate and safeguard life, to 
till and keep the land.  It is clear that one cannot procreate and 
safeguard life without harmony; it will be destroyed.  
      Therefore, let us ask the Lord to give us eyes attentive to our 
brothers and sisters, especially those who are suffering. As Je-
susõs disciples we do not want to be indifferent or individualistic. 
These are the two unpleasant attitudes that run counter to har-
mony. Indifferent: I look the other way. Individualist: looking out 
only for oneõs own interest. The harmony created by God asks 
that we look at others, the needs of others, the problems of oth-
ers, in communion. We are social beings; we need to live in this 
social harmony, but when there is selfishness, our outlook does 
not reach others, the community, but focuses on ourselves, and 
this makes us ugly, nasty and selfish, destroying harmony.  
      This renewed awareness of the dignity of every human being 
has serious social, economic and political implications. While we 
all work for a cure for a virus that strikes everyone without dis-
tinction, faith exhorts us to commit ourselves seriously and ac-
tively to combat indifference in the face of violations of human 
dignity. This culture of indifference that accompanies the throw-
away culture: things that do not affect me, do not interest me. 
Faith always requires that we let ourselves be healed and con-
verted from our individualism, whether personal or collective.    

   Join Tom Blythe and Jordan Wil-
kinson in the meeting room in our 
school.   During our time together 
we share and pray. We discuss our 
faith and dig deeper into the Sun-
day readings. We will learn about 
Catholic prayers, practices and be-
liefs. We will also study and come 
to a better understanding of the Sacraments of the Church. 
Think about it. Pray about it. If this is something you may be 
interested in feel free to talk with Father Gene, Tom Blythe, 
Jordan Wilkinson or Jessica Reckelhoff.       

 

      It was the coldest winter 
ever. Many animals died because 
of the cold. The porcupines, real-
izing the situation, decided to 
group together. This way, they 
covered and protected them-
selves; but, the quills of each one 
wounded their closest compan-
ions even though they gave off 

heat to each other.  
        After awhile, they decided to distance themselves one 
from the other and they  began to die, alone and frozen.  So 
they had to make a choice: either accept the quills of their 
companions or disappear from the Earth.  Wisely, they decided 
to go back to being together.  This way they learned to live 
with the little wounds that were caused by  the close relation-
ship with their companion, but the most important part of it, 
was the heat that came from the others. This way they were 
able to survive.  
        Therefore: The best relationship is not the one that 
brings together perfect people, but the best is when each indi-
vidual learns to live with the imperfections of others and can 
admire the other person's good qualities. The Moral of the 
story?  Learn to live with the prickly people in your life!  

http://www.evdio.org



