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       SEPTEMBER 3, 2023  THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
Dear friends, 
      Situational Awareness.  That’s a term you’ll find many people using. It 
has to do with being aware of your environment and all the people in that 
environment.    Good  leaders are ones who notice things and understand 
how they might impact  the things you are trying to do or trying to prevent. 
       Jesus talked about situational awareness as well.  Now, he didn’t use 
those exact words.  Instead he talked about how we must learn to “stay 
awake,” to “be prepared.”  He was constantly trying to get the disciples to 
develop “situational awareness,” and bemoaning the times when they didn’t 

seem to be able to do this.  Recall his words in the Garden of Gethsemane when he asked the 
disciple to “stay awake and pray.”  When he returned and found them asleep, we hear him 
say, “could you not stay awake and keep watch with me?” 
       Paying attention, staying awake, situational awareness 
are all  very human realities.  And because they are so hu-
man, we often don’t think they have anything to do with 
religion or faith.   But nothing could be farther from the 
truth.    Learning how to notice things around us and being 
aware of the feelings that get trigger us is at the heart of our faith life.  The saints often 
spoke about this as “contemplation.”  And they would tell us that learning how to live a con-
templative life is what we are all called to do. 
       My bet is that most people would dismiss any notion of living a contemplative life.  That 
is something monks and nuns who live in monasteries do. It’s way beyond anything I might be 
able to do.   But the contemplative way of life is so called because it’s the way of life devoted 
to the cultivation of contemplative experience. That’s our starting place. To contemplate 
means to observe carefully, to pay close attention. Most of the things that we notice, we no-
tice in passing, on our way to something else; then, every so often, something gives us reason 
to pause. Something catches our eye or draws our attention, and we’re drawn for a moment 
to ponder or to reflect on that which awakened us in this way. These moments pass and the 
real question then for us is, “What happens next?” All too often, unfortunately, nothing hap-
pens next. The gate to Heaven opened and your cell phone went off. You were already late to 
a meeting. Nothing happened next.  But sometimes what happens is that although the moment 
has passed, you reflect back upon it, and you realize that the subtle moment was an encoun-
ter with God.  That is “situational awareness” at its finest. 
            I’ve been wondering just how to teach people to have this “situational awareness.”  I 
think it begins young.  And it begins with simple things.  Now that school is back in session I 
have been encouraging, cajoling and sometimes even nagging our students to notice things 
around them.  Things like the trash that is  lying on the floor that can be picked up and put in 
the wastebasket.  Things like picking up the water bottle that I left in the gym.  Things like 
picking up the kickball that was left in the 
playground area and returning it to is proper 
place.   
      Situational awareness also means turning 
out the lights and turning off the air-
conditioning in rooms that are no longer being 
used.  Not only does this help us reduce our 
utility bill, but it also helps us develop an abil-
ity to be aware of things around me.  There is 
a straight line from these simple ways of no-
ticing to those “holy moments”  when we are 
aware of God in our life.  
     I’d like to believe there is a purpose to my 
“nagging” and “cajoling” others, as initiating 
as it might seem to others.  I’d like to think 
that when we can be aware of such simple 
things, then we can move on to being aware of 
the suffering of those around us.  And if we 
can do that, perhaps we can move on to being 
aware of the goodness of people who may not 
see the world the way I do, or believe the way 
I believe.   And if we can do this, perhaps we 
can then be aware of the people facing famine 
and starvation throughout the world.   
     It all begins when we choose to embrace a 
contemplative way of life.  It’s learning to do 
what Jesus told us to do when he say “stay 
awake, pay attention” 

Leaning into the journey of life 

Fr. Gene Schroeder 

For My Young Friends Who Are Afraid 

There is a country to cross 

 you willfind in the corner of your eye,  

in the quick slip of your foot 

—air fardown,  

a snap that might have caught. 

And maybe for you, for me, 

 a high, passing voice  

that finds its way  

by being afraid.  

That country is there, for us, 

carried as it is crossed.  

What you fear will not go away:  

it will take you into yourself  

and bless you and keep you. 

That's the world,  

and we all live there. 

       —William Stafford  



 

 

 

SEE WHAT ST. JOE SCHOOL HAS TO OFFER TO YOUR FAM-
ILY  Enrolling now for the 2023-2024 School Year. For  information 

Contact Principal Nathan  

Winstead  812.963.3335 at the school office.   

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THOSE WHO 
HAVE BEEN IN THE HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOMES 

HERITAGE CENTER:  Brenda Koester, Christine Settle                                       
PREMIER NURSING CENTER (NEW HARMONY)  Betty Fischer 
THE RETREAT AT LEISURE LIVING:  Margaret Kafel 
CYPRUS REHABILITATION CENTER (NEWBURGH): Steve Hasselbrinck 
NORTH PARK NURSING CENTER:  Marie Gumbel, Carl Kempf 
ENVIVA:  Doris Head 
RIVER POINTE:  Beverly Jones 
SOLARBRON TERRACE:  Rose Weiss 
EVANSVILLE PROTESTANT HOME:  Mary Lou Davis 

Congratulations to Ali (Raben) and Ryan Niemeier  
on the birth of their daughter Poppy Jo 

Congratulations to Sydney (Seger) and Matt Kelly  
on the birth of their son Kallahan “Kal” Terrance Kelly 

SEPTEMBER 3:  Denise Allison, Josh Elfreich,  
       Karson Hartz, Matthew Taylor 
SEPTEMBER 4: Jason Kinnaman, Glenda Love,  
                                 Beth Spaetti 
SEPTEMBER 5:  Josh Henderson, Stephen Jung,  
                                     Jodi Kissel 
SEPTEMBER 6:  Tom Barron, Don Baumgart,  Mike Elpers,  
                     Peter Fehrenbacher, Charley Vickers 
SEPTEMBER 7:  Kay Arnold, Riley Waninger, Matthew Willis 
SEPTEMBER 8:  Dorothy Stratman 
SEPTEMBER 9:  Archie Brandenstein, Emma Dewig 
SEPTEMBER 4:  Fred & Mary Happe 
SEPTEMBER 5:  Allen & Barb Rexing 
SEPTEMBER 8:  Tom & Clare Raben 
SEPTEMBER 9:  Alison & Chad Martin 

STEWARDSHIP:  The Lord’s Way 

In today’s second reading, St. Paul exhorts the 
Romans to total stewardship.  Brothers and Sis-
ters, he urges, “….offer your boides as a living 

 sacrifice, holy and pleason to God.” 
August 27, 2023    $    19,936.00  
August 31 Auto Debit   $      2,395.00 
WEEKLY BUDGET    $    14,650.00  
TOTAL INCOME TO DATE   $  125,749.00 
BUDGET TO DATE   $  131,850.00 
CHILDREN’S COLLECTION   $             4.00 

Thanks to our young stewards:  Jarrett &  
Daxton Brown, Max & Quinn Lehman 

OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
HAITI     $      40.00 
HAITI STUDENTS/HIGHER EDUCATION $ 9,960.00 
HAITI FOOD FUND   $    500.00 
ST. VINCENT’S FOOD PANTRY  $        5.00 
SPECIAL MISSION COLLECTION (TO DATE) $ 2,705.00 
May we  continue to be blessed by your faithful financial support to our 

parish and to our outreach ministries.  Remember that you can  
SEND YOUR COLLECTION THROUGH THE MAIL:     

St. Joseph Church   6202 W. St. Joseph Rd.   Evansville, IN 47720 

CELEBRATION OF  

THE  EUCHARIST  
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY TIME 
5:00 PM  Paul & Betty Horak, Esther 
& Dennis Dossett, Paul Becker, Jean 
Bengert, Jan Wedding, Betty Wolf, 
Anthony Werstdorfer (1873), Louis 
Riedford   (1919),   Clarence Budde 
Sr. (1974), Jaxson Loehr (2020) 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

8:00 AM MASS:  Joe James, Bill Polk, Leonard & Lois Polk, 
Barton Gooch,  For all the members of our parish 
10:30 AM MASS: Don & Darlene Baumgart, Sylvester, Irene, 
Bob & Ronnie Happe, Frank, Magdalena, Clarence, Wilfred, 
Henrietta, Petronilla, Herman Baumgart,  Mary Martha, Syna-
tius &, Teckla Baumgart, Joann Schoenstein  

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 
LABOR DAY  WEEKDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

NOTE TIME:  7:30 AM MASS:    Michael Wolf (1857), Sophia 
Beckerle (1867),   Edward (1969) & Justina Weiss, Theresa 
(1979) & Frank Maurer, Dorothy Schneider (1999), Thomas 
(2004) & Ruth Rice, Marlene  (2016) & Paul Hasselbrinck 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 
WEEKDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

7:30 AM MASS: Edna Blandford, John Seibert, Matilda (1965) 
& Martin  Ritter,  Ida Dewig (1980),   Lamar Montgomery 
(1995)  

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 
WEEKDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

7:30 AM MASS:  Domino Wolf (1868), Ava Marie Brorman 
(1870), John Erbacher (1879), Anna Rexing (1891) 

THURSDAY, SPETEMBER 7 
WEEKDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

NO MASS:  Robert Witting (1884), Leo Helfrich   (1894), Paula 
Koch  (1973), Evelyn (2000) & Walter  Weis (2000), Norma 
(2012) & Francis Maurer, Susan Smith-Tyring (2019) 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 
BIRTH OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

7:30 AM MASS:  Ludovicus Brack (1880), Alberta French 
(1985) 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

5:00 pm MASS:  Doug Bradley, Michael Fischer, Rebecca Ann 
Black, Members of the Parish, Maria Wernet (1881), Marian 
(1990) & Bill Elpers, Alice Keil,  (1990),  Bronislaw  Kijonka 
(1993), Mel Luigs (2018) 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY 

 IN ORDINARY TIME 
8:00 AM MASS:  James & 
Mabel Blythe, Bill (2012) & 
Marian Elpers, Alice Keil, 
Robert & Margie Harpenau, 
Dean Trowbridge, Dolores 
Elpers, Carlos Romero 
10:00 AM MASS:  Anna Straub, Robert & Paul Straub, Edward 
Weiss, Bob Jenkins, Bob Schull, Tony, Leroy & Henry Weiss, 
Joseph Schenk (1871), Elisabeth Bender (1924), Goeffrey 
David (2019  

 Please remember in your prayers Doug Bradley, the 

nephew of Ron Miller and brother of Amy Schneider, 

and our next door church neighbor Michael 
Fischer who died recently.   May God grant them 

eternal rest and may His peace  be with all the mem-
bers of the Bradley family and especially with Mi-

chael’s wife Lorrin Fisher, his four children  Kya, Char-
lie, Jade and Luke.  

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  This coming Monday is Labor Day.  We will 
have mass at 7:30 am rather than our usual time of 6:30 pm.  
Mass will be in our temporary chapel in the rectory.    Also, 
since this is a holiday, we will NOT be having Eucharistic Ado-
ration on this day.   



 

In this year of Eucharistic  
Renewal, we continue reading 
Pope Francis’s teaching letter 

(encyclical) entitled Laudato Si—
Caring  for Our Common Home  

      When questions about the environment and the economy  
arise, some react by accusing others of pretending to irra-
tionally stop human progress and development. But we must 
be convinced that slowing down a certain pace of production 
and consumption can give rise to another mode of progress 
and development. 
        Efforts for a sustainable use of natural resources are 
not a useless expense, but an investment that may offer 
other economic benefits in the medium term. If we are not 
restricted in our views, we can discover that the diversifica-
tion of a more innovative production with a lower environ-
mental impact can be very profitable.  It is about opening 
the way to different opportunities, which do not imply stop-
ping human creativity and its dream of progress, but rather 
channeling that energy in a new way. 

      For exam-
ple, a more 
creative and 
better oriented 
path of produc-
tive develop-
ment could 
correct the 
disparity be-
tween the ex-
cessive techno-
logical invest-
ment for con-
sumption and 
the scarce one 
to solve the 

urgent problems of humanity.  It could generate intelligent 
and profitable forms of reuse, functional recovery and recy-
cling; it could improve the energy efficiency of cities; and so 
on. 
       Productive diversification offers vast possibilities for 
human intelligence to create and innovate, while protecting 
the environment and creating more job opportunities. This 
would be a creativity capable of making the nobility of the 
human being flourish again, because it is more dignified to 
use intelligence, with audacity and responsibility, to find 
forms of sustainable and equitable development, within the 
framework of a broader conception of the quality of life.  
     In any case, if in some cases sustainable development 
will involve new ways of growing, in other cases, in the face 
of the greedy and irresponsible growth that has been pro-
duced for many decades, it is also necessary to think about 
slowing down a bit, to put some reasonable limits and also to 
go back before it's late.  
       We know that the behavior of those who consume and 
destroy more and more is unsustainable, while others still 
fail to live in conformity with their human dignity. This is 
why the time has come to accept a certain degrowth in some 
parts of the world by providing resources so that we can 
grow healthily in other parts. Benedict XVI said that "it is 
necessary that technologically advanced societies be willing 
to favor behaviors characterized by sobriety” 
        In order for new models of progress to arise we need to 
change the global development model which implies reflect-
ing responsibly on the meaning of the economy and its pur-
pose, in order to correct its dysfunctions and distortions. 

TO BE CONTINUED 

St. Wendel—September 9 & 10 
St Bernard (Snake Run)—September 10 

St. Mary (Ireland)— September 10 
St. Mary (Huntingburg)—September 17 

Corpus Christi Fall Festival—September 23-24 
St. James Harvest Festival—September 23  

 

 

 
CAMPAIGN GOAL $600,000 
PLEDGED TO DATE $739,322 

Thanks to the following who have 
 made their pledge to our campaign 

Christy Atherton 
Joe & Karla Deweese 

Paul & Joan Hillenbrand 

Andy & Andrea Jarboe 
Doris Thornton 

  
      Each year our  Haiti Outreach 
Committee seeks new sponsors to 
join our group of generous people 
who are sponsoring a child’s edu-
cation in Haiti.  We are always 
looking for new people to match 

up with the children in St. James Parish in Haiti.   
A person or family can sponsor a student for an annual cost of 
$400, or just $33 per month. This fee helps pay for their tuition, 
provide a stipend for uniforms and books, helps fund the daily food 
program and allows the students to have access to the parish 
clinic.   
       If you would like more information, you can contact Eric Ref-
fett, the coordinator of our student sponsorship program.   (812-
618-5945) or  email him at    ereffett@sbcglobl.net 

 

OPPORTUNITY TO DEEPEN YOUR FAITH 
        Many member of St. Joseph Parish speak of 
the benfit of having been part of a Cursillo 
weekend.  This faith sharing movement is to 
form small groups of Christians who meet in a 
friendship group to share their lives as Chris-
tians.  A four-day encounter  is a part of the 
movement that prepares the Christian to live out his or her faith.   
       There are two Cursillo weekends for Men and Women com-
ing up. The first, for men, will be held on September 7 –10 and 
the second for women on October 26-29.  Contact the parish 
office for information about signing up for the weekend, or sign up 
online at www.evansvillecursillo.com 

 Ladies of Charity Vendor/Craft Event 
       September 9,  9-3 at Armstorng Recretation Center 

 St John Newburgh Men’s (September 16) and Women’s 
(September 23) Conferences.  Sign up at sjbnewburgh.org 

 Catholic Build for Habitat Barbecue Fundraiser September 9.  
C A LL  81 2 - 4 2 3 - 5 62 3  T O  O R D ER  o r  on l i ne 
www.evansvillehabitat.org 

 DIOCESAN GREEN MASS:  Saturday, Sept. 16 at Sts Mary & 
John Parish, 11 am, celebrating the gift of creation and pray-
ing that we be good stewards of creation. 

THANK YOU… Thanks to the wonderful meal and hospitality you 

offered to the family of Linda Elpers. What a gift of love to sacrifice 
your time to give the comfort of a meal to a grieving family.   It was 
much appreciated.  You all were the face of Christ to us. 

The Family of Linda Elpers 



 

     

 
 

  


