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PASTOR
We are in uncharted territory as we continue to deal with the coronavirus pandemic.
As I write this, we have all been asked to stay
at home so that we can slow the spread of this
virus. One of the things that we are discoverSince it is likely that we will not be able to gather for the celebraing is that we don’t necessarily miss something until we don’t tion of Holy Week, due to the ongoing coronavirus epidemic, I thought I
have it anymore. That’s certainly the case with not being able would share a prayer experience with you that you can use for your Holy
to gather for mass on Sunday. With the help of modern tech- Week Expereince—The Stations of the Cross. This traditional prayer is
nology we have been able to record the
often associated with the
season of Lent, especially
mass and give people a chance to view
Good Friday. While the
it via our website and facebook page. I
know a great many people have exWe are blessed in our parish to have a sec- Stations of the Cross are
pressed their thanks at having this opond person who is reaching the great mile- most commonly prayed in
church, it can also be
portunity. Our plan is to continue to
stone of becoming 100 years old.
Anita prayed at home. Tradirecord the mass each week as well as
(Baehl) Rexing will turn 100 on April 28. She tionally, they include a
all the Holy Week services and give you
has been a member of our parish for her en- reflection on each of the
access to watching them on our website
tire life. She grew up on the Baehl farm. fourteen stations foland facebook page. It’s not the same
She graduated from our grade school and later lowed by a response.
as being together in person, but I think married Joe Rexing. For their entire married life they lived in These reflections were
we have learned in these past few a home just north of Boonville New Harmony and Highway 65, written by Sr. Joan Chitweeks that, while we may not physi- right next to her sister Mildred, who married Joe’s brother Cla- tister, O.S.B. I hope you
will find this prayer
cally be present to each other, we can rence. For the past several years she has lived at the Holiday helpful.
unite ourselves together in prayer. Retirement Village. So, let’s shower her with birthday cards.
I’ve heard from so many folks that just You can send them to her at Holiday Retirement Village, 1200
THE FIRST STATION
being able to view the mass, helps give W. Buena Vista RD APT 130, Evansville, IN 47710-5187
JESUS, THE JUST
people a sense of being normal in these
ONE, IS UNJUSTLY
unsettling times.
CONDEMNED
In this newsletter, you can also find a copy of the Stations
The first station of the cross reof the Cross that you can use for your prayer at home. It’s a quires us to examine our entire philososimple way to make Holy Week a special time of prayer for you. phy of life. Jesus is condemned to die
Our modern technology has also given us the chance to ac- because he defied the standards of both
cess any number of reflections on the Sunday scripture read- the state and the religious establishings, tips to sustain your marriage relationship, to different ment in which he lived. To both, he
podcasts on our spiritual life.
Check them all out at brought a truth they did not want to
www.stjoeco.org/On-Line-Reources.
hear. He set out to witness to the love
And finally, I know you will want to join me in making sure and justice of the God of all creation.
that we keep our parish financially healthy during this crisis. He cured on the Sabbath, mixed with
While we won’t have mass each weekend, we still have bills to foreigners, taught theology to women,
pay and we want to ensure that played with children, questioned every
INSIDE THIS ISSUE
our teachers and staff continue law, chose people over ritual every
—How Do We Put A
to be paid. That means that we time, never made authority a god. He threatened the establishParish Budget
will all need to continue to make ment with his incessant attempts to build a better world, and
Together…………….p. 2 our financial contributions to the
they destroyed him for it. The question with which the first
parish. On page 12 in this news- station confronts us is a stark one: What is it in life for which we
—Introducing our High
letter, I have outlined three dif- are willing to be condemned? The goal in life is not to avoid conSchool Seniors……… p. 5 ferent ways you can use to condemnation. No one does. Life’s great challenge is simply to detinue to make your contributions cide who will condemn us and why. Most of all, when we are
—Keeping our Parish
to our parish. I thank you in condemned for the right reasons, the first station reminds us,
Financially Healthy during advance for your generosity to
his current crisis…… p. 12 our parish.
(Continued on page 7)
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It’s that time of year again—budget time when we try to put a
budget together for the next fiscal year. We spend a great deal
of money here in our parish, over $30,000 each and every week.
For some places that might now seem very much, but for a parish our size, it is considerable. And it is an amount that is almost unimaginable for the people in the generations that have
come before us. 87 years ago, in 1933 the total amount of
money spent was $3,587.78. Fifty years ago, in 1970—we spent
$71,143.08 for the year. So you can see
we are talking about a lot of money.
I’m not sure how many people actually try to manage their money by putting
together a budget. I suspect people who
are running their own business have to
have some sort of way of try to keep
track of the money they will need to
operate their company. But for most
people in the church, trying to comprehend a parish budget is hard to do. If you
asked people what our parish budget is, many would have a hard
time giving an answer. It’s not that we don’t care, it’s just that
we are not very tuned into the day to day money operations in a
parish.
So, how do we go about putting a parish budget together?
Well, let me try to explain. The first thing to understand is that
there are a certain amount of “givens” that we have to live

PROPOSED PARISH BUDGET (Summary)
July 1, 2020—June 30, 2021
INCOME

Stewardship
Offerings/Grade
School Tuition
Other Parish
Income
Religious Education
Income
School Income
TOTAL PARISH
INCOME

PROPOSED
BUDGET
2020-2021

CURRENT
BUDGET
2019-2020

$1,111,000.00

$1,114,228.00

$118,050.00

$114,912.00

$2,000.00

$2,400.00

$413,317.00

$417,760.00

$1,644,327.00

$1,649,300.00

EXPENSES
Parish Salaries
and Benefits
Church and
Worship

$206,135.00

$201,866.00

$10,000.00

$9,900.00

Parish Office

$44,700.00

$44,200.00

Parish Buildings
and Grounds

$39,700.00

$39,700.00

Mater Dei Expense

$103,000.00

$98,000.00

$1,172,852.,00

$1,188,074.00

$67,940.00

$67,540.00

$1,644,327.00

$1,649,300.00

Total Grade
School Expenses
Religious
Education
TOTAL PARISH
EXPENSES

with. For one thing we have been operating a school for the
past 146 years. For another thing, for the past 70 years, we
have joined with other parishes in the Evansville area to provide financial support for our two Catholic high schools—Mater
Dei and Memorial. For another thing, every since we have
became a parish in 1841, we have operated under the assumption that we are part of the Catholic diocese, and, as such, we
share the common responsibility of providing the money needed
to fund the operation of that diocese. When our parish began,
it was part of the Diocese of Vincennes, then in the late 1880’s
we became part of the Diocese of Indianapolis, and in 1944 we
became part of the Diocese of Evansville. While the first two
“givens” are the result of choices that people in the parish
have made, the last “given” is part and parcel of what it means
to be a Catholic parish. We could say we want to opt out of
being part of the diocese, but then we really wouldn’t be a
catholic parish.
So,
in
planning our
budget, think
there
are
several questions we have
to
answer.
First, do we
still want to
operate our school? Now, over the years, people have argued
about the merits of catholic schools and I don’t think there has
been any time when there has been a one hundred percent
agreement on this issue. In our parish there have generations
of families who have been supporters of Catholic Schools.
Some people when they were younger, never attended a Catholic school, but then as they have grown and had families of
their own, they have become strong supporters. And for some
people, the opposite is true. All this being said, I think it is
safe to say that at the present time, a clear majority of folks in
the parish support our involvement in Catholic Schools. Which
means, that the answer to the question “do we still want to
operate our school” is “yes.”
Then we can ask: How many people should we have on
our parish staff? Do we want to have a Pastor? A Secretary? A
Director of Religious Education? A Director of Worship? How
many people do we need to keep the parish running? Now
here, we can get a wide variety of opinions. Some might say
we need someone to be a Youth Ministers, others might say we
need a janitor in addition to the people we are paying to clean
the school. Some parishes have a Director of Plant Operations

Diocesan policy: Report and inform
The Diocese of Evansville has in place a policy that requires that any
allegation of child abuse must be reported to civil authorities. If an
allegation involves the sexual abuse of a minor by diocesan personnel,
the Victims Assistance Coordinator must also be informed. Report
child abuse
Every allegation of child abuse must be reported to Child
Protection Services, an agency of Indiana state government.
CPS Toll-free: (800) 800-5556 Local law enforcement: 9-1-1
Report and inform
In the event of an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor (a person
under 18) by diocesan personnel, report the allegation to authorities,
and inform the Victims Assistance Coordinator for the diocese: Tollfree: (866) 200-3004 Local: (812) 490-9565
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who take care of the whole physical plant and oversee a staff of
janitors and cleaning people. Some parishes have a person who is
the Director of Evangelization. Other parishes have a person who
oversees the outreach efforts of the parish. Some parishes have
a full time person who takes care of paying the bills and keeping
the financial records in addition to having a secretary. I’ve even
seen parishes that have a personal assistant for the Pastor in
addition to the parish secretary. Some parishes have a social
media person who takes care of parish publications like the bulletin and newsletter and who maintains the parish website and
facebook and twitter accounts and all the other new social media
platforms that come out each year.
Now when we are finished answering these questions, we can
ask “Do we want to take care of the buildings on our parish property? Do we want to provide money so we can heat and cool the
church? Make sure we have lights etc.? Should we fix the bathroom when there is a leak in the toilet or sink? Should we fix the
boiler in the church if something breaks? Should we mow the
grass, take care of our septic system, make sure the parking lot
is in good repair? These questions may sound silly and the answer may seem obvious to everyone, but saying yes to these
questions has financial consequences.
Finally, we can ask, will we live up to the agreements our
parish has made with the
other parishes in the
Evansville area to continue to financially support Catholic High School
education at Mater Dei
and Memorial? Should we
continue to live up to the
financial
responsibility
we have as a part of the
Diocese of Evansville?
So, let’s look at the first question—should we continue to
operate a school here at St. Joe? I think the general consensus of
the parish is to answer this with a yes. Now, with that simple
answer, over 80% of our parish budget is already set. How did we
come to this? If you are going to have a school, you have to have
teachers which now involves salaries, and benefits—such things
as pension plans, health insurance, social security taxes. And
you have to have a building that is heated and cooled, has access
to utilities, and is taken care of. And then you have to provide
books, a whole host of supplies, and access to such things as
computers and the internet.
Let’s look at this a little closer. Our school staff consists of
a principal, fifteen teachers and a support staff of ten other people from our school secretary, school librarian, counselor,
teacher aides, school lunch staff, to our after school care assistants. While most of these people are full time, many of them
serve on a part time basis.
How do we go about determining the salaries for each of
these people? While our school operates as an independent entity, we have, for many years, tried to abide by the salary scale
established by the Catholic High School Board for Mater Dei and
Memorial. These salaries differ according to the number of years
a teacher has taught and whether they have a Master’s Degree or
Bachelor’s Degree in the field they are teaching. Salaries for
other staff members are typically in line with salaries paid in
other schools in our diocese. So next year, our budget calls for
us spending $664,999 for salaries in our school.
St. Joseph Newsletter 6202 W. Saint Joseph Road, Evansville, IN 47720 April 1, 2020
Vol. 29 No. 4 Published monthly by St. Joseph Catholic Parish Publisher: Fr. Gene
Schroeder. Deadline: 15th of each month TO SUBMIT ARTICLES Contact the parish
office (812-963-3273) or email: gschroeder@evdio.org
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CyberTipline Fights Internet Crimes Against Children
The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, and other government agencies all work together to fight Internet crimes against children. They’ve established a
“CyberTipline,” a reporting mechanism for cases of child sexual exploitation including child pornography, online enticement of children
for sex acts, molestation of children outside the family, sex tourism of
children, child victims of prostitution, and unsolicited obscene material sent to a child. Reports may be made—24 hours per day, seven
days per week—online at www.cybertipline.com or by calling (800)

Next year, we will pay $230,491 for benefits for our school
staff. These benefits include health insurance for our full time
teachers and staff, social security taxes, and payment into a
pension.
Running our school involves operating a school lunch program. Next year, we have budgeted $53,000 for this. We have
also budgeted $92,290 for such things as school books, chrome
books, supplies for our science program, library, teacher and
student supplies, materials needed for our Pre-School and PreK programs.
In order to have a school, you need a building and then you
have to pay the costs to operate it—heating, air-conditioning
and other utilities, and in our case you need to operate a fully
functioning water treatment plant. And then, if things break,
it’s a good idea to get them fixed. And for all this, we have
budgeted $119,320.
And now, our simple answer “yes” to
having a school will cost us $1,172.852.
Now we need to answer the second question: How many
people should we have on our parish staff? Right now, we have
three full time people and one part time person: Pastor, Secretary, Director of Liturgy and part time Directory of Religious
Education. That’s a pretty bare bones staff but we have made
it work due in no small part to the dedication and willingness
of each of these staff persons to help out wherever it is
needed. Of course, we could add more people to the parish
staff, but we would also have to be willing to come up with the
money to pay for these salaries. That being said, we have
budgeted $250,335 for salaries and benefits for our parish
staff. It costs money to buy stamps, office supplies, items we
use in church, printing our bulletins and newsletter, maintaining our parish website and processing our payroll records for
our parish employees and many other similar things. Next year
we have budgeted $54,700 to cover these costs. We have
budgeted $10,340 to pay for our Religious Education efforts
and we have budgeted another $53,100 to pay for utilities and
insurance, maintenance of our waste water treatment plant,
and upkeep for the church and rectory.
(Continued on page 4)

What Happens When Abuse Is Reported?
Most people who hold positions of trust in Catholic institutions are
mandated by law to report child abuse. Teachers, teacher’s aides, and
counselors in our schools; therapists and social workers in our counseling agencies; nurses and doctors in hospitals; and clergy in parishes or
other ministries all have the obligation to report the reasonable suspicion of child abuse to the local police, child protective services, or
other appropriate agency. This is true for those ministering in facilities
owned and operated by the diocese, as well as Catholic institutions
owned and operated privately by religious communities.
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(Continued from page 3)

So, all told, we have budgeted $368,475 to keep the same
people we have on our parish staff, to continue our Religious
Education efforts and to pay the costs of keeping our buildings
in working order.
So, if we answered “yes” to the first and
second questions, which I think most people want to do, we
now need to raise $1,541,327.
Now to the third question: Do we want to continue our support of Mater Dei High School? Before we answer this, we have
to remember that our commitment to the support of Catholic
High School education goes back 70+ years. And I believe there
is a clear majority of people in the parish who believe it is important for us to continue this support. To say no would also
mean that other parishes in the area would have to carry not
just their financial share but ours as well. So, saying “no” is
not something we would want to entertain lightly. Assuming
we say “yes” to this question, we have budgeted $103,000 to
cover our high school assessment.
So now, after answering these three questions, we now
need to raise $1,644,327. How do we plan on doing that? First
we hope to raise $413,000 in various ways—Pre-School and PreK Fees, payment for school lunches, various kinds of fees, contributions from the PTO, tuition voucher income and SGO scholarships. We hope to raise a small amount of money ($2,000)
from Religious Education Fees. And there are several sources
of money from what we have called “ordinary parish income.”
These sources include bulletin and newsletter ads, lottery sales
proceeds, as well as income from our summer social, rummage
sale, and fish frys. All told we hope to raise $66,000 through
these sources. The rest of our money has to come from school
tuition payments and money that people give through our
weekly collection.
Next year we will need to raise
$1,111,000.00 from these sources.
if you look at the budget summary on page 2, you will see
that we we’ve worked really hard to not have any budget increase for next year. In light of the coronavirus epidemic,
we’re not sure how everything will shake out financially, so we
are doing our utmost to keep our costs at a bare minimum.
All this sounds good on paper, of course, but the most important thing is actually making it come to reality. That will
happen when each of us is willing to do our part of “owning”
our parish budget. Not all of us will agree on everything we are
attempting to do in the parish. But what we need are people
are willing to be part of the team and join their efforts with all
the other people in the parish. Thankfully, we’ve had a long
history of doing just that in our parish.

We’re looking for men and women to be a part of one of
our mowing crews. We have five crews (more if we can
get more people) who mow the lawn each Thursday on
a rotating basis. We provide all the equipment (self
-propelled lawn mowers, riding lawn mower,
weed eaters, and refreshments for the
workers! Call the parish office (812-963
-3273) if you can help.

This was a year for the record books for our Fish Frys.
But people still enjoyed “the
best fish dinner in Evansville.”
We had great help from the setup crew, potato salad, bake
beans and slaw crews, early
kitchen helpers, fryers, servers,
cooks and clean up crews.
We had to make an adjustment to our regular routine by
only having carryout service for
the second fish fry due to the coronavirus epidemic. We owe a
special thanks to Mike and Jenny Collins for coordinating this
effort for us. Jenny was not able to make it to the fish fry
because of her ongoing chemo therapy treatments, but she
was a great force behind the scenes. We were blessed to
have a a lot of folks step up to make everything work.

Dinners Served
1790
Total Income
$19,688.00
Total Expenses
$6,458.76
Total Profit
$13,229.24

THIS MONTH’S SPECIAL COLLECTION
THE CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS

This month we are invited to join with our brothers and
sisters throughout the
United States in supporting a special collection for mission parishes
in the United States and
its Pacific and Caribbean
dependencies.
This appeal strengthens
the Church at home by
supporting Catholic communities in need. It assists dioceses
that serve the pastoral needs of Hispanics and other ethic
groups. It enables Catholic parishes in poor and remote communities to provide Mass, the sacraments and religious education for their peoples. Once again we have a chance to
respond to God’s call to love our neighbor. Please be as generous as you can. Get more information on line at
www.usccb.org/hm/
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Holly Schaefer
Holly is a senior at Reitz
High School, She is the youngest daughter of Ken and Pam
Schaefer.
Her oldest sister
Tabitha works as Human Resources Coordinator at Life
Choices Maternity and Youth
Home in Evansville. Her sister
Brianna is a hair stylist at Guys
and Dolls on Broadway. High school has been a busy time for
Holly. “It’s gone by quickly. Seems just yesterday I was starting as a freshman.”
One of the good things about being at Reitz for Holly is the
good teachers she has encountered. They are the ones she is
going to remember, especially Mr. Brinckmeyer who taught
history, government and economics and Mr. McCullough, who
taught English and introduced Holly to the theater world. She
had the chance to be a part of several theater productions .
During her time at Reitz, Holly has also had the opportunity to make some great friendships. Through them she got
introduced to a number of different clubs. “I really didn’t
connect with any of the clubs until I got familiar with the
yearbook staff. That led me to be part of the group that is
putting the yearbook together. I started taking pictures and
found that I really enjoyed the world of photography.” Her
job with the yearbook is covering the boys and girls lacrosse
teams, the bowling teams and the theater productions. “It’s
been great to interview the different people and to see how
excited they are. I’ve gotten to learn a lot about all that is
involved in taking pictures as well, learning about how lighting
effects shots and how you have to use the different f-stops on
a camera. It’s also been a little interesting this year, because
so many things have been cancelled and postponed because of
the coronavirus pandemic.”
Holly’s interest in photography has led her to make plans
to attend Ivy Tech next year to get a degree in photography
and a degree in business. She has already set up a business to
take family pictures. You can find her on facebook “Holly
Schaefer Photography”
Now if the photography thing doesn’t work out, Holly also
has an interest in being a bartender. “I have some relatives
who live in the Jacksonville, Florida area and they have
schools there where you can learn how to be a mixoligist.
(they don’t call them bartenders anymore!)”
Holly started her school here at St. Joe till seventh grade.
“I remember Field Day—it was the best day of the year. And I
remember all the good food at lunch. I remember Mrs.
Sweeny who gave us candy on Friday, Mrs. Elpers and her
snake, and Mr. Goedde who was just a new teacher when I had
him.”
Holly attended middle school at Helfrich Park. “That was
a big change. There were a lot of new people and that gave
me the opportunity to meet new friends. I also enjoyed the
opportunity to choose some of the classes I had.”
As the youngest in the family, Holly has had chance to
benefit from the experiences of her two older sisters. “I’ve
tried to look up to them and they have been pretty good at
showing me the way. What I like about our family is that we
are pretty close and we all know that we can count on each
other. We’re on the phone a lot with each other.”
Family celebrations during the holidays are a big part of
the Schaefer family. “Each year on the first weekend in December we get together with all our cousins on Mom’s side of
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the family. There’s
always lots of good food and it’s a great chance to catch up on
all that is happening with our cousins. We also get the chance to
gather with Dad’s side of the family for all the holidays. In the
last few years, our Grandpa, Frank Smith, has gone with us to all
these gatherings.”
When Holly is not busy with school or her photography business, you can find her babysitting. That unusually involves about
four days of week.
WORDS OF WISDOM: “What I have learned is that when you have
a lot of different teachers you always have to learn what each
one expects and how best you can meet those expectations. I
think it is important to learn how to use your free time well. I
like to read and watch movies. I think you also need to have the
freedom to allow friends to come in and out of your life. When
some of your friends move on, it’s a chance for new friends to
come into your life. The quality of your friends is more important than the quantify of your friends. Whoever you associate
with it’s important to remember that not everything you do will
make others happy. You can’t please everyone and it can be a
real challenge to learn how to be true to yourself.”
Cole Happe
When I met with Cole he had
just returned from Florida where
he had the chance to play in a allstar football game. Cole, a senior
at Mater Dei, is the son of Ray and
Angie Happe.
His older sister
Elyssa attends USI and his younger
sister, Katelyn, is a student at
Mater Dei.
“I consider myself
pretty lucky. It’s December and I
still have the chance to play football where it is warm. I’ve been
selected to play with guys from
throughout the United States. It
doesn’t get any better than that.” Football has been a big part
of Cole’s life. But when he started life, it didn’t look like playing
football was going to be a part of his life. When he was born, he
had a part of his skull that had not fully developed. But he got
cleared to play contact sports and started playing football in
third grade.
It’s no surprise that many of Cole’s memories from high
school com e from being part of the football team. “I’ll miss the
Friday night bus rides, the meals before the games and the bond
that we formed as a family. Being around competitive people
always pushes you to do your best. Football teaches other lessons too. You have to be willing to put in lots of work if you
want to succeed. And if you want to be good, you can never get
to the point where you think you know everything. When I was a
sophomore, I had the opportunity to be the starting quarterback.
It was the seniors who really helped me and gave me the confidence to do the job I was asked to do.”
Cole attended grade school here at St. Joe. “What I remember the most is being part of a school family. I remember when I
was younger I always looked up to the 8th grader who was the
leader of the family. I thought they were rock stars and looked
forward to the time I would be a family leader. I remember my
teachers there as well—Mrs. Daughtery, Mrs. Elpers, Mrs. Hill and
Sr. Bridget. They challenged us to do our best. I remember especially in second grade with Sr. Bridget. She had a great way of
teaching us how to tell time. If we wanted to go to the bath(Continued on page 6)
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room, she would tell us we could if we could tell her what
time it was. I learned quick!”
Family is a big part of Cole’s life. “My mom and dad
have been big influences on me. We’re a pretty close family
and I am grateful that they were good at setting boundaries
for all of us kids. That helped to build a lot of trust. I
wouldn’t trade this experience for anything. My Dad has
taught me that no matter what happens you are in control of
how you respond to the situation. He can be very strong and
thoughtful as well. My mom has taught me a lot about organization and patience. That’s helped me a lot in dealing
with ADAD. Lots of time I would get stressed out and that
would affect my self confidence. Mom’s been the one who
has helped me learn that I am in control of my future.
Sports has been a common theme in both the Happe and
Schiff sides of the family. “I’ve had a lot of older cousins,
especially on the Schiff side, that have played football before
me. And then my dad and uncle and grandpa were involved
in football and wrestling. If we weren’t playing sports we
were watching sports. We’re all pretty big Notre Dame fans.
Getting together during the holidays is always a good time to
connect with all the cousins and a chance to enjoy a lot of
good food.”
During the past few summers, Cole has been working
with his Grandpa, Fred Happe in remodeling houses. “I remember that my grandparents went to a yard sale and then
ended up buying the house. So that’s how all the remodeling
got started. My grandpa has taught me a lot about building
things and working with tools.”
During the years Cole has formed a lot of good friendships, among whom is counts Dakx Lannert and Erick Ondash.
Their latest project has been to “rescue” an old truck that
the athletic department at Mater Dei once used. Amazingly
they got it running and it has already showed up at several
Mater Dei events already.
Next year, Cole plans on attending USI next year where
he will join his friends Dakx and Eric. He hopes to pursue a
degree in financial management.
WORDS OF WISDOM: “I think it is important to enjoy the
time you have and make the most of the opportunities that
come your way. Surround yourself with good friends who will
challenge you and support you. Don’t be afraid to try new
things. Remember that you can learn something from everyone. You don’t always control the cards that your given in
life, but it’s up to you how you play the hand you are dealt.”
Dakx Lannert
Dakx is senior at Mater Dei
and the youngest son of Curt and
Lisa Lannert. His oldest sister,
Taylor, is married to Wayne
Koester and is getting a degree
in nursing. Her sister Hadley is
married to Zak Kendel and
spends her time being a full time
mom. His older brother Jake
works with their dad at CED as
an outside salesman. His brother
Cole is a student in the theater
department at the University of
Evansville.
Being the youngest in the
family has certain advantages.
“It’s like being an only child. But I really enjoy being an uncle to my three nieces.” Dakx counts his mom and dad as
some of his biggest influences. “Mom is a great nurturer.
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She’s like another mom to all the kids she takes care of at the
afterschool day care at St. Joe. One of the things she has always
reminded me of is that it’s not what you have that really matters,
but what you do with what has been given to you that counts. My
dad has been a person I’ve always looked up to. I’ve always tried
to be like him and make him proud.”
Dakx began school here at St. Joe. This time is filled with a
lot of memories: field trips, good lunches, and spending some
time with classmates. “I had a lot of friends, some of them have
continued on to high school and others haven’t. But I have enjoyed the time I had with all of them. I remember too that we
had a lot of good teachers. Sr. Bridget comes to mind especially.
She really pushed us to do our best and really wanted us to do our
best.”
Dakx moved on to high school at Mater Dei and it has been a
busy four years. A big part of his time during these four years has
been taken up with sports, something that Dakx has been quite
good at. He’s been a member of the football team all four years.
“I didn’t start playing football until my freshman year.” Over the
years he’s done quite well, earning multiple honors as a member
of the All SIAC and All City teams as well as being selected as a
member of the All-State Team. This past December he was invited to play in a National All Star football game in Florida. There
he joined high school graduates from throughout the country to
compete in the all-star game. “Being part of a football team has
taught me a lot about discipline and hard work. If you are going
to have a good team, you have to make sure that everyone on the
team is on the same page and that requires a lot of good communication. I’ve been blessed to receive a lot of recognition for my
efforts, but none of that would have been possible without the
support and effort of all my teammates.”
Dakz was also a member of the wrestling team for the first
three years and was also a member of the track team for the last
two years. He had a lot of success in his events—the 100 and 200
meter races and the 4 x 100 meter relay. “I got interested in
track because my friend Eric Ondash was a member of the tema
and he thought I would do well. Sports has definitely taken up a
lot of my time, but I have enjoyed it.”
In his time at Mater Dei, Dakx credits a number of teachers
who have had a big influence on him. Chad Breeden was my theology teacher my freshman year. He was a very personable kind
of guy and had the ability to relate well to the students. He
helped make our theology class very understandable. Mr. Mike
Goebel was a great influence not just as a football coach but as a
(Continued on page 12)
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we know we will not be there alone. Jesus will be standing
beside us, hands tied, head up and unyielding.
RESPONSE: Lord, I freely yield all my freedom to you.
Take my memory,
my intellect
and my entire will.
You have given me anything I am or have;
I give it all back to you
to stand under your will alone.
Your love and your grace
are enough for me;
I shall ask for nothing more
---St. Ignatius Loyola
THE SECOND STATION JESUS TAKES UP HIS CROSS
The second station of the cross
teaches us that commitment costs. To
choose one path in life from another is
to choose its consequences. Real commitment implies that we carry the
burdens of our choices in bad times as
well as good, on difficult days as well
as easy ones, in the face of opposition
as well as at times of great public or
popular support. We pay the price of
being true to ourselves, of doing what
must be done when doing what could
be done would be so much easier. The
question with which the second station confronts us is a dangerous one: Having begun a good thing, will I pay the price to
bring it to fulfillment? It’s so easy to talk great virtue, so simple to begin a thing. It’s seeing it through the questions and
criticisms and doubts and despair that really counts
RESPONSE: Be with me Lord when I am in trouble, be with
me Lord, I pray.
THE THIRD STATION JESUS FALLS THE FIRST TIME
The third station of the cross reminds us that success often
looks like failure. We do things that seem
to falter, to fizzle, to miscarry only to
discover later that the floundering was
part of the process. If Jesus had not fallen
under the cross, who of us could possibly
have come to see that what appears to be
collapse may actually be the beginning of
success. “What we call failure is not the
falling down,” the proverb says, “but the
staying down.” The fact is that Jesus
could have stayed down where he fell,
decided that he’d gone far enough, left it
to his executioners to drag him the rest of the way. But he
didn’t. Instead, he showed us all that the important things in
life are worth struggling for to the end. The third station of
the cross reminds us that success often looks like failure. The
question with which the third station confronts us is a simple
one: Is the struggle of my life worth enough to struggle for to
the end?
RESPONSE: I asked God for strength that I might achieve...
I was made weak
that I might learn humbly to obey.
I asked for health
that I might do greater things...
I was given infirmity
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that I might do better things.
I asked for riches, that I might be happy...
I was given poverty, that I might be wise.
I asked for power, that I might have
the praise of people...
I was given weakness,
that I feel the need of God.
I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life...
I was given life, that I might enjoy all things.
I got nothing that I asked for,
but everything I had hoped for.
Almost despite myself,
my unspoken prayers were answered.
I am among all, most richly blessed!
THE FOURTH STATION JESUS MEETS HIS MOTHER
The fourth station of the cross teaches us
the freedom that comes with real love.
Jesus and Mary meet under the worst of
circumstances. He has become an enemy
of the state, an outcast from the synagogue. She is a widow left alone in a male
world without the sustenance of her only
son and no visible means of support. Both
of them, in a way, are condemned to
death. But she does not beg him to
change his life for her sake and he does
not tailor his life to please her.
The
question with which the fourth station of
the cross confronts us is, Why do we love and how well? If we
love another for our own sake, that love is doomed for both of
us. They cannot ever satisfy our needs. If we love them enough
to respect the place of God in their lives, love can never fail us.
RESPONSE: (The Summons Verse 1) Will you come and follow
me if I but call your name? Will you go where you don’t know
and never be the same? Will you let my love be shown, will
you let my name be known. Will you let my life be grown in
you and you in me?
THE FIFTH STATION SIMON OF
CYRENE HELPS JESUS CARRY THE CROSS
The fifth station of the cross demonstrates
for us the power of presence in the life of
the poor and oppressed. Being where suffering is, associating ourselves with it,
standing with those whom society has condemned is a great and gracious witness. At
life’s greatest moments we choose it. At
other times, it is thrust upon us: the state
wants more tax money to support the
poor, a relative’s child has nowhere to go
for awhile but with us, a neighbor turns to
us for help we did not freely offer and do
not want to give. We’re busy, we’re tired,
we don’t want to get involved, we don’t want to change the
comfortable pattern of our own lives. But sometimes, if we’re
lucky, we find ourselves in one of life’s great acts whether we
want to be there or not. Then we so often discover that it is not
so much what Simon did for Jesus as what Jesus did for Simon
that counts The questions with which the fifth station of the
cross confronts us are, What are we being called to do for someone in need right now for which we are a disinclined observer?
What does the situation have to offer us, as well? When we open
our hearts to the other in need, we are very likely to discover
(Continued on page 8)
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that our own hidden needs have been healed in the process.
RESPONSE: (The Servant Song: Verse 1) Will you let me be
your servant. Let me by as Christ to you. Pray that I may
have the grace to let you be my servant true.
THE SIXTH STATION VERONICA
WIPES THE FACE OF JESUS
The sixth station of the cross calls us to
realize that compassion is the counterpart of justice. To fail to practice
mercy in the presence of injustice is to
neglect half the face of God. Veronica
walked out of the crowd of curious
onlookers and horrified spectators and
bloodthirsty zealots and performed a
work of mercy, no questions asked, no
judgments rendered. The question with
which the sixth station confronts us is,
Who is there—whose life you deplore—that you have reached out
to help? Mercy reminds us that only God is God. Our place is not
to usurp the power of God to forgive but to sustain the person in
the long wait for conversion.
RESPONSE: (The Servant Song: Verse 3) I will hold the Christlight for you in the night time of your fear. I will hold my
hand out to you. Speak the peace you long to hear.
THE SEVENTH STATION JESUS FALLS THE SECOND TIME
The seventh station of the cross reminds us
that obstacles are a regular, a normal, even
a necessary part of life. It is the obstacles
we meet along the way, the problems we
overcome, the setbacks we survive that
measure the value of the enterprise at
hand. The questions with which the seventh station confronts us are grave ones: Is
there anything important enough for which
we will endure even when it seems to be
unattainable? Is there any pain worth more
than the desire to run away from it? And if
not, what kind of spiritual life can possibly be sculpted out of a
life lived on the surface of glitz and pleasure?
RESPONSE:
God, grant me serenity
to accept the things I cannot change,
courage to change the things I can
and wisdom to know the difference:
living one day at a time,
enjoying one moment at a time
accepting hardship as a pathway to peace:
taking, as Jesus did, this sinful world as it is,
not as I would have it:
trusting that You will make all things right
if I surrender to Your will:
so that I may be reasonably happy in this life
and supremely happy with you forever in the next. Amen.
----Reinhold Niebuhr
THE EIGHTH STATION: JESUS COMFORTS
THE WOMEN OF JERUSALEM
The eighth station of the cross compels us to consider the longrange implications of our actions. It is the counterpoint of the
sixth. The sixth station reminds us that mercy must prevail. The
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eighth station tells us that justice must
come or we will all suffer for the lack of
it. To seek justice without
doing
mercy, to do mercy but not to seek
justice is, in both instances, to live a
partial life. To feed the hungry but fail
to question the policies that make people hungry or leave people hungry neglects the real issue. The question
which the eighth station of the cross
confronts us is this: Do we really reject
what we call sinful or do we really reject only the sinners themselves?
RESPONSE: LORD HAVE MERCY, CHRIST HAVE MERCY, LORD
HAVE MERY
THE NINTH STATION JESUS FALLS THE THIRD TIME
The ninth station of the cross demands
that we persevere in doing good, in
being what we must be, in holding our
course even when the pressures around
us mount to break our spirits. Just
when we think we have come to a plateau in life, things change. The job
disappears, the home begins to fragment, sickness slows us down, relationships break our heart. It all seems useless. All the efforts seem to be for
nothing. Then it is time to realize that
there is nothing we now take for
granted in life that wasn’t first considered either impossible to do or insane even to think about.
That’s when getting up and starting over becomes one of the
miracles of life. When Jesus falls, Jesus certainly wants to quit.
But Jesus’ life was about taking the consequences of love and
justice. Quitting was not an option. The questions with which
the ninth station confronts us are challenging ones: Are we
about something big enough to be worth every effort of our
lives? If we are not involved in something that demands the
unstinting best of us and threatens the very core of us, what is
life about?
RESPONSE: (Be Not Afraid Verse 2) If you pass through raging waters in the sea, you shall not drown. If you walk amid
the burning flames you shall not be harmed. If you stand
before the power of hell and death is at your side, know that
I am with you through it all. Be not afraid. I go before you
always, come follow me and I will give you rest.
THE TENTH STATION JESUS IS STRIPPED OF HIS GARMENTS
The tenth station of the cross confronts us with the inevitable
in every life: Somewhere along the way,
we each get stripped of what we have
spent our lives acquiring, of things closest to our hearts, of possessions or positions that made us who we thought we
were. Then, thrown back upon ourselves, we are left to discover who we
have really become. The question with
which the tenth station faces us is,
What is underneath the garments of
pomp, authority, dignity and wealth
that we have so carefully cultivated
around us? Anything at all? The Jesus
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who stands before us naked and unashamed, dignified and full
of conviction is calling us to pay more attention to who we are
than what we have so cunningly conspired to pretend to be.
RESPONSE: (THE SUMMONS: Verse 4) Will you love the
“you” you hide if I but call your name? Will you quell the
fear inside and never be the same? Will you use the faith
you’ve found to reshape the world around. Through my
sight and touch and sound in you and you in me
THE ELEVENTH STATION JESUS IS NAILED TO THE CROSS
The eleventh station of the cross
brings us all to face the moments
when we know we must do what we
do not want to do. When what we
know to be right exacts more from us
than we think we can give, The question with which the eleventh station
confronts us is whether or not we are
spending our lives our hopes, our
emotions on something great enough
to make the pain of losing them
worthwhile. The task of life is to
choose to spend it on something big
enough to risk the pain of its loss.
RESPONSE: BE WITH ME LORD WHEN I AM IN TROUBLE. BE
WITH ME LORD I PRAY.
THE TWELFTH STATION JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS
The twelfth station of the cross
brings us face-to-face with the finality of defeat. Sometimes things don’t
have a happy ending in life. Sometimes we fail. Sometimes we’re
beaten.
Sometimes we’re lost.
Sometimes we’re humiliated. Sometimes we’re misunderstood.
The
question with which the twelfth station confronts us is an awesome one:
Am I able to accept the daily deaths
of life, both the great ones and the
small, knowing that death is not the
end of life, only its passing over to
something new in me? Hopefully, I
learn from the Jesus who gave up himself, his mission, his life
in ways that all seemed totally wrong, that the deaths I die
may bring new life to the world around me as well.
RESPONSE: (ASHES Verse 1) We Rise Again From Ashes,
From The Good We’ve Failed To Do. We Rise Again From
Ashes To Create Ouorselves Anew. If All The World Is Ashed
Then Must Our Lives Be True. an
Offering Of Ashes, An Offering To
You.
THE THIRTEENTH STATION JESUS IS
TAKEN DOWN FROM THE CROSS
The thirteenth station of the cross with
its spectre of irrevocable loss, its futile
efforts, its wasted dreams, drains the
human soul to the point of numbness.
Can anything worse be imagined than
the death of the ideal? When Jesus is
taken down from the cross, when hope
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dies, when everything we ever wanted gets thrown away, discarded, overlooked, ignored, forgotten, we eat the dust of despair. We wonder what life was ever about if this is all it comes
to—despite all the good will, all our great struggles to have it be
otherwise. Then, we realize that only God is God, that we are
not in charge of time or truth or the perfect world. Then, we
give ourselves over to the arms of God and trust. The question
we are faced with is this: Am I prepared to let go of everything I
ever wanted so that God’s will can come another way?
RESPONSE: My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it will end.
Nor do I really know myself,
and the fact that I think I am following your will
does not mean that I am actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to please you
does in fact, please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything
apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this,
you will lead me by the right road,
though I may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always,
though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever with me,
and you will never leave me to face my perils alone. Amen.
----Thomas Merton
THE FOURTEENTH STATION JESUS IS LAID IN THE TOMB
The fourteenth station of the cross brings us to grapple with
the grace of closure. Some phases of life end and cannot be retrieved. They go by before we’re ready to see them go. Worse,
their going may feel like ignominy at the time or may even look
to the world like failure. It may sting
with grave injustice and may grieve us
beyond all telling of it. But only in the
ability to realize that life goes on from
one stage to another, from one moment
to another, from one task to another,
from one kind of presence to another
can we ever come to new life. When
Jesus submits to the death of his ministry, when Jesus allows both state and
synagogue to cast him out, one life ends
so that another one can begin. The
question which the fourteenth station of
the cross leaves in our soul is a resounding one: Am I able to trust that the tombs of my life are all gateways to resurrection?:
RESPONSE:
Father, I abandon myself into your hands;
do with me what you will.
Whatever you may do, I thank you:
I am ready for all, I accept all.
Let only your will be done in me,
and in all your creatures--I wish no more than this, O Lord.
Into your hands I commend my soul;
I offer it to you will all the love of my heart,
for I love you, Lord, and so need to give myself,
to surrender myself into your hands without reserve,
and with boundless confidence,
for you are my Father.
----Charles de Foucauld
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PLEASE NOTE THAT BECAUSE OF THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC, WE ARE NOT HAVING
MASS IN CHURCH. SO THE LIST BELOW IS ONLY IN EFFECT IF WE BEGIN TO HAVE MASS
DATE

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

Saturday
April 18, 2020
7 PM

Diane Woods Eric Reffett
Peter and Jodi Fehrenbacher
Mary Loehrlein

Sunday
April 19, 2020
8 AM

Rodney and Paula Baehl
Sr. Marie Therese
Dave and Betty Fehrenbacher

Sunday
April 19, 2020
10:30 AM

Danielle Weledge Tricia Gerteisen
Doris Taylor Addison Elpers
Sally Kempf

Saturday
April 25, 2020
5 PM

Carolyn Hutchinson Chuck Jansen
Bandon Werner
Ron and Margaret Angermeier

Sunday
April 26,2020
8 AM

Debra Baumgart
Joan Inkenbrandt Lisa Cook
Al Debes Andy Rokosz

LECTOR

SERVER

Sis Jarboe

Louis & Lexa Meridith

Rachel Rokosz

Brooklyn Helmer
Suzanne Weis

GIFT BEARERS

Don and Alice Weis

Randy and Cecelia Kuester

Mandy Elpers

Ashley Jung
Heidi Forcum

Bernette Locklar

Devin Feulner

Marcia Frey

Grant Voelker
and Joshua Baehl

Alan and Donna
Blankenberger

Mike Reffett

Chloe Stock

Lee and Toni Askins

Jalene Weber

Mihret Whitehouse
and Nicole Mayer

Dan and Esther Kelley

Randy and Darlene Appler

John and Jane Luigs

Sunday
April 26, 2020
10:30 AM

Saturday
May 2, 2020
5 PM

Natalie Schneider
Lee and Toni Askins
Bob and Mary Kay Fehrenbacher

Sunday
May 3, 2020
8 AM

Sarah Duncan
Tom and Dolores Folz
Jalene Weber Imogene Baehl

Sunday
May 3, 2020
10:30 AM

Cecelia Koch Joe Crowdus
Kitty Deig
Paul Hillenbrand Amy Cody

Shane Wessel

Ellie Bishop
Zach Bishop

Mike Forcum Family

Saturday
May 9, 2020
5 PM

Donald Werner Donna Niemeier
Eric and Karen McDonald
Butch Feulner

Toni Striker-Askins

Patrick McDonald

Jim and Janet Herr

Sunday
May 10, 2020
8 AM

Michael Elpers
Randy and Kathy Fehrenbacher
Brian and Ann Craney

Chick Duncan

Zach Baehl and
Alice Wilkerson

Larry and Henrietta Happe

Jena Wessel Rachel Schanus
Jason Gerteisen
Becky Dosher Shane Wessel

Jessica Reckelhoff

Sunday
May 10, 2020
10:30 AM

Michael Jung
Gabe Jung

Kevin Hartz Family
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teacher as well. He helped people
understand that you don’t always get the things you want out of
life. Don’t let yourself become complacent in life. You can’t
just rest on your past achievements. Mr. Eric Wilderman was
also a great influence. He was good friends with my older
brother Jake so I knew him before I got to high school. He was
really good about teaching people how important our mental
attitude is. That was really important especially with wrestling
matches. There it is just you and your opponent and you really
have to believe in your abilities as a wrestler or you won’t do
very well. Mrs. Lefler was also really good about teaching people how important it was to believe in yourself.
She was always reminding us that we only have a certain amount of time
here in life and it is important that we use that time well.”
One of the other influences on his life for Dakx is being a
part of the St. Joe Community. “It’s been the place that has
shaped me in my life and given me a lot of things to build on. I
could see myself settling down here in this are in the future and
raise a family.”
Next year Dakx plans on going to USI to pursue a degree in
business. He’s also looking to complete a technical certificate
for construction management. “I could see myself being working in the construction industry in the future.”
WORDS OF WISDOM: “I think my biggest challenge was
learning how to adapt to new situations like going ot high
school. I think it is important to have good friends who can help
you. I think it is also important to learn how to manage your
time will. That helps you from getting overwhelmed by the
things you face. Surround yourself with good friends and get
involved. Make the most of the opportunities you have and
don’t take things for granted. And remember, even when things
look bad, there is always a light at the end of the tunnel.”

Since we will not be having weekend masses for the foreseeable future, our parish is trying to provide ways for people to
continue to make their financial contributions to the parish. So
here’s three different ways you can do that.
First you can make your contribution by setting up an
automatic withdrawal from your checking or savings account.. A
number opf peole in our parish are already doing this. If you
would like to set up this option, call the parish office and we’ll
walk you through the process. You can also go to our parish
website www.stjoeco.org and fill out the application.
Second, if you like the option of donating online, you can
now do that through our diocesan website.
http://
www.evdio.org. At the top of the menu options on the main
page, the last menu option on the right: "Sunday Collection
Giving." This will take the user to a donation page where you
can fselect St. Joseph Parish from the menu of churches and
follow the instructions to enter your payment information.
You’ll find a link to this site on our parish website as well.
www.stjoeco.org,
Third, if you are not comfortable with using any online
option to make your contribution, you can send your contribution
to us through the mail. For your convenience you should be receiving a stamped, self addressed envelope in the mail which you
can use to send your contributions to the parish.
I thank you, in advance, for your continued financial support
of our parish.
Fr. Gene Schroeder

