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     When St. Joseph School began almost one 
hundred and eighty years ago, the community 
was comprised mostly of farming families.  Many 

of these families were connected through family relationships and 
through the bonds that come from being a small community.  Over 
the years change would come. Where once the graduates of our 
school would have seen farming as a viable lifestyle, now our 
graduates have embraced a wide variety of careers—business own-
ers, members of the buildings and trades and other craftsmen, 
members of the medical profession, legal field, as well as working 
for internet and computer technology companies.   Today you will 
find students coming from different backgrounds and different 

cultures.  But what contin-
ues is the close family con-
nection that has been at 
the heart of the school.  
Nowhere is this more evi-
dent than in the number of 
students who are second, 
third, and fourth genera-
tion of families who have 
graduated from St. Joseph 
School.   

     Sophia (Grade 5), Graham (Grade 3) and Henry (Kindergarten) 
Schuble are one example.  Their mother, Natalie (Rexing) gradu-
ated in 1989, their grandfather, Allen Rexing graduated in 1963, 
and their great grandmother, Mildred (Baehl) Rexing graduated in 
1938. 
    Ashley Jung (Grade 6), the daughter of Steve and Becky Jung is 
another example.  Her mother, Becky (Will) Jung graduated in 
1992, her grandmother, Betty (Schapker) Will graduated in 1950, 
and her great-grandmother,   Olivia (Happe) Schapker graduated 

in  1916.       
     Garrett Jarboe, (Pre-School), 
the son of Andy and Andrea Jar-
boe, is another example.  His 
mother Andrea (Niemeier) gradu-
ated in 2000.  His grandfather, 
Mike Niemeier, graduated in 1971 
and his great-great grandfather, 
Jim Niemeier, graduated in 1938. 
    Carson Englert (Grade 2), the 
son of Cassi Englert is a fourth 
example.  His mother Cassi, 
graduated in 2004, his grandfa-
ther, Bob Englert graduated in 
1967, and his great grandfather 
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Bob Englert Sr. graduated in 1937. 
     All of our graduates have special memories of going to 
school at St. Joe.  If they graduated before 1958, those 
memories will undoubtedly include using the outdoor toilets, 
since the school had no indoor plumbing.  It might also in-
clude sharing a classroom with other grades and bringing 
their lunch to school each day.  
        For those who graduated in the 1960’s, there will be 
memories of playing on a cinder playground which resulted 
in lots of scraped knees.  There are also memories of some 
of the delicious baked goods that were served at school 
lunches along with such great delicacies as rice pudding.  
Later graduates would have memories of class trips, being 
part of winning sports teams, and participating in school 
plays and musicals.  And through the years, the memories of 
good food served at lunch each day remain a constant.   
    Being part of family remains a key to the success of St. 
Joseph School.  Whether that bond comes through biological 
connections or from the relationships that are formed as 
members of a caring community, they have surely enhanced 
the ability of all students to enter the school to learn and to 
go forth from the school ready to serve.  
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Diocesan policy: Report and inform 
  The Diocese of Evansville has in place a policy that requires that any 
allegation of child abuse must be reported to civil authorities. If an 
allegation involves the sexual abuse of a minor by diocesan personnel, 
the Victims Assistance Coordinator must also be informed.  Report 
child abuse 

Every allegation of child abuse must be reported to Child  
Protection Services, an agency of Indiana state government. 
CPS Toll-free: (800) 800-5556  Local law enforcement: 9-1-1 

Report and inform 
In the event of an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor  (a person 

under 18) by diocesan personnel, report the allegation to authorities, 
and inform the Victims Assistance Coordinator for the diocese: Toll-

free: (866) 200-3004 Local: (812) 490-9565 

REMEMBERING 

Frank Will 
MARCH 8, 1935 - FEBRUARY 23, 2021  
“In every place and time, the blessed 
 walk among us, like a mighty throng,  

the beloved of God.” 
 

     “I hope life is a little better because I 
passed through.  I have always been more 
of an optimist than a pessimist.  I like to 

see people smile so I hope they smile 
when they remember me.”   

(Frank Will in an interview in 2001) 
 

     He was a man who wore many hats: 
gifted athlete, coach, bus driver, equip-
ment manager, groundskeeper, Football 
Hall of Fame member, PE coach, Dean of 
Students, Driver’s Ed Teacher, gardener, 
faithful parishioner. But the proudest hats 
he wore were son, brother, husband and 
father.   

   Frank was born on March 8, 1935, one of fourteen children 
born to Andy and Viola Will.  They grew up on Walnut Street 
where Frank had to walk to school his entire life:  two blocks 
north to St. Benedict Grade School, across the field to Memorial 
High School and two blocks west to  the University of Evansville.  
The exercise kept him in great shape for his athletic career.  As 
a gifted athlete he played every sport there was, but excelled in 
football, first at St. Benedict and then at Memorial High School.  
Although he had dreams of going to Notre Dame and playing 
football there, he instead accepted a football scholarship at the 
University of Evansville where he played under legendary coach 
Don Ping.   
      Frank’s life was steeped in the values of family, enjoyment 
of life, and hard work, all centered in a life of faith.  He learned 
those values from his parents who gave him lots of  “on the job 
training” working in the family garden on Pollack Avenue (a ne-
cessity for providing for a large family), and cleaning the buses 
owned by his father’s bus company.  Later, that work would 
include becoming a bus driver as well.  During his senior year, in 
addition to sports and school, Frank also worked the 11 pm to 7 
am shift at Servel to save money for going to college.  
     After graduating from college, Frank was unsure about what 
his future would be.  That all changed when Fr. Gabriel, the 
pastor at St. Benedict, asked him if he would like to be the 
teacher for the 8th grade boys.  “They had a reputation for be-
ing a lively group,” Frank recalled.   And so Frank began what 
would end up being a forty year career serving the Catholic com-
munity of Evansville as teacher and coach.  Along with many 
nuns and a small number of lay teachers, Frank would help to 
build a strong foundation for Catholic schools in Evansville for 
generations to come.   
     Coaching and teaching would also be a part of that career.  It 
started at St. Benedict where he coached the eighth grade team 
to an impressive 37-1-1 record.  “We had some pretty good play-
ers,” Frank remembered.  In 1962 he joined the faculty at Rex 
Mundi High School where he washead baseball coach, leading 
the Monarchs to their first baseball sectional in 1967.  He was 
assistant football coach  and then head football coach in the 
final year of the school’s existence.  And he also served as assis-
tant basketball coach, joining his good friend Don Sheridan. 
       When Rex Mundi closed in 1972, Frank then accepted a 
teaching position at Mater Dei, beginning a twenty-eight year 
career of coaching there.  For twenty-two of those years, Frank 
served as head football coach compiling a record of 133-106.  He 

led the Wildcats to four City titles, one SIAC title, seven Sec-
tional titles, four Regional Titles and one Semi-State title, and 
their first appearance in the state football championship.   
Frank retired from head coaching in 1996, at a time when 
even his assistant coaches were urging him to stay on because 
they had some pretty good players coming up.  But Frank 
knew what it was like to coach when wins were few and far 
between and he “didn’t want to leave the cupboard bare” for 
the next coach.  And he wanted to give them the chance to 
make their mark as head coach.   
      Over the years, his coaches and players remember him 
coming up with a never ending list of pithy sayings that came 
to be known as “Willisms.”  He seemed to come up with new 
ones every year.  Things like “”you guys have a lot of poten-
tial, which means you’re not very good now.”  All of which led 
to the greatest “Willism” coined by his players: “Where 
there’s a Will there’s a way.”  Frank Hertel, on of our parish-
ioners, remembers  Frank as a coach at Rex Mundi.  “I always  
respected him, and his ways.  He was a lineman when he 
played ball, as was I.  That brought us close together in our 
days at Rex Mundi.  He was way more than just a “role 
model”, for many generations, of those who “played for 
him”.   I stress “played for him” for a reason.  Most coaches 
end up being a coach that you “play under”. But not 
him.  You, as a player, wanted to “play for him”.  And that is 
what made him special, to me and others.  At my age of 77, I 
still remember those good times “playing for him”. 
     Frank was a passionate coach who was not shy about let-
ting the officials knew what he thought about their calls. His 
friend and former Mater Dei Athletic Director Joe Dipple, re-
called a game where Frank was prowling the sidelines letting 
the officials know of his displeasure.  When one of the officials 
asked Joe “Who is that guy,” Joe replied, “Oh, he’s our bus 
driver.”  Of course, he was the bus driver as well as coach! 
      Over the course of his forty-year coaching career, Frank 
earned many honors.  In addition to an undefeated regular 
season in 1984 (record 10-0, the first in Mater Dei history), he 
was Coach of the Year three times in Evansville, was selected 
as an assistant coach for the 1995 North vs. South All Star 
Game in Indianapolis and was selected head coach in the SIAC 
All Stars vs. Region 9 All Stars.  In 2002 he was inducted into 
the Indiana High School Football Coaches Hall of Fame.   
     These statistics don’t tell the whole story.  Through the 
years he did countless behind the scenes jobs that kept the 
athletic department going.  Washing uniforms and towels, 
repairing equipment, sweeping the floors, lining the fields, 
driving the bus to the games, not to mention the endless num-
ber of hours spent collecting aluminum cans and running con-
cession stands at events throughout the city to raise money to 



St. Joseph Newsletter 6202 W. Saint Joseph Road,  Evansville, IN 
47720 April 1, 2021 Vol. 30 No. 4  Published monthly by St. Jo-
seph Catholic Parish  Publisher:  Fr. Gene Schroeder.  Deadline:  
15th of each month TO SUBMIT ARTICLES Contact the parish 
office (812-963-3273)  or email: gschroeder@evdio.org 

The Carpenter—April, 2021                                                                                                                                  Page 3  

         

REMEMBERING 

Jenny Collins 
January 31, 1972 - March 7, 2021 
She is a woman of strength and  

dignity. When she speaks, her words 
are wise.  Charm can be deceptive 

 and beauty doesn’t last, but  
a woman who reverences  

God shall be greatly praised. 
The Book of Proverbs 

         Jenny was born on January 31, 
1972 on the westside of Evansville.  It 

was a city she grew to love and considered it the best place to 
live and raise a family.  She lived with her mom, Carol Ashmore 
and her step father, Louis Richard Dauphin who raised her and 
her brother, Richard.  From the beginning, Jenny was able to 
make a family that far outstretched her biological family.  She 
attended Tekopple Elementary School, Perry Heights Middle 
School before graduating from Retz High School.  
      From a very young age, Jenny was a very engaging person 
who made friends easily.  It’s no surprise that as a young teen-
ager she would be found gathering where other young teenag-
ers gathered in Evansville—cruising North Park.  The  Two Bit 
Bandit (now El Patron restaurant) was a favorite stopping 
place.  And it was in this environment that she met a young 
man, Mike Collins, a student at Central High School.  They 
started dating when he was 16 and she was 15.  He became the 
love of her life and after she graduated from high school they 
were married on October 13, 1990 at St. Paul’s UCC church on 
West Michigan Street. 
     By the time they were married, Mike had begun his career in 
the military.    His first deployment was to the Republic of Pa-
nama as part of Operation Just Cause.  Through the years, 
Jenny would embrace the role of army wife, creating a home 
for their two sons, Tyler and Evan, at various army bases from 
Panama to Alabama.  Being the kind of person she was, Jenny 
made lifelong friends with other army wives.  It was, as one of 

(Continued on page 4) 

What Happens When Abuse Is Reported? 
    Most people who hold positions of trust in Catholic institutions are 
mandated by law to report child abuse. Teachers, teacher’s aides, and 
counselors in our schools; therapists and social workers in our counsel-
ing agencies; nurses and doctors in hospitals; and clergy in parishes or 
other ministries all have the obligation to report the reasonable suspi-
cion of child abuse to the local police, child protective services, or 
other appropriate agency. This is true for those ministering in facilities 
owned and operated by the diocese, as well as Catholic institutions 

owned and operated privately by religious communities. 

buy the equipment needed for the teams.   
    As a teacher, Frank taught PE and was the Driver Ed teacher 
for hundreds of students through the years.  He spent many 
years as Dean of Students at Mater Dei.  “I didn’t have any idea 
what being a Dean of Students was,” he recalled.  He was known 
as a fair but tough disciplinarian.  While some may have thought 
of him as being pretty tough, his “bark” was a lot worse than his 
bite.  He was a big softie who cared for students and players as 
if they were his own children.   
     But as great as these accomplishments are, the things that 
were most important to Frank was being married to Betty and 
being father to Bryan, Brad, Becky and Beth.  Frank met Betty 
(Schapker) because his brother was married to Betty’s sister.  
They were married on July 17, 1966 here at St. Joe.  Shortly 
after that they settled in a house on Cynthiana Road that be-
came a home for their four children with room enough for a 
large garden as well.  Ask Frank and he’ll tell you that his mar-
riage to Betty was “the best thing that every happened to me.  
There is no way I would have been able to do any of the things I 
have done in coaching  had it not been for my wife, Betty.  In 
fact, I’m lucky to be married to her.  My success as a coach is 
directly related to my marriage with Betty.  She was the one 
who provided stability for our family.  She was there to be with 
our four children when I was spending long hours at games and 
practices.  She kept everything in line.  You really can’t coach if 
your family is in turmoil.  Thanks to Betty, I never had to worry 
about our family.” 
    Betty recalls all the late nights Frank would come home from 
a busy day of teaching and coaching.  “I didn’t have a micro-
wave oven in those early years, but they  sure came in handy 
later when I could  use it to warm up a late dinner for Frank.”  
Frank would be there giving the kids a bath, giving them hair-
cuts, taking them with him when he went to do the weekly gro-
cery shopping, and later, taking them with him to football prac-
tices, where they could ride their bikes all around the Mater Dei 
parking lot.  Later they would get roped into sweeping gym 
floors, cleaning wrestling mats, (a pretty stinky chore), collect-
ing and recycling aluminum cans and working the concession 
stands to raise money for the athletic department.  All these 
jobs were made more enticing with a promised trip to the local 
Dairy Queen for an ice cream treat.  “Do your best,” That was 
the constant refrain Frank shared with his children.   
      Frank’s heart was big enough to welcome his sons-in-law, 
Steve and Brian and his daughters-in-law, Angie and Krista.  
They became family as did  the grandchildren as they came 
along:  Nick and Mallory, Michael, Gage, Ashley, Kaley and Por-
ter.  Frank and Betty’s home became a place to enjoy some of 
Frank’s great cooking, (soups and spaghetti were his specialties) 
and soak up some of Frank’s wisdom about life.  And it became a 
place where they could join Frank in another of his great pas-
sions—gardening.  Even during all the years of coaching, Frank 
found time to plant and harvest a large garden.  There are 
countless memories of people driving by the house on Cynthiana 
Road seeing Frank and Betty working diligently in their garden.  
And many folks were able to enjoy the fruits of their labors at 
the “farmer’s market” at their house each summer.   
     Frank had a special place in the life of our parish as well.  He 
could be counted on to do his part in parish events like the an-
nual summer social.  Who doesn’t remember him manning his 
post at the money wheel for the final shift of the day.  His job 

was to keep track of the tickets and the money.  And, of 
course, to dispense his special bits of wisdom and humor to one 
and all.  And we could always count on his presence at the 8 
am Mass on Sunday morning.    
      In the last year of his life, Frank dealt with some health 
issues.  It was complications from these health issues that led 
to his death on February 23.  He was blessed to be joined by his 
family as they prayed with him and for him as he made his tran-
sition.  Frank’s family, his students and players, and all of us in 
our parish are better people because of him.  We echo the 
words of the gospel “well, done, good and faithful servant, 
come share the joy of the kingdom that has been prepared for 
you.”  Our life truly was better because you passed through. 
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CyberTipline Fights Internet Crimes Against Children 
    The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, and other government agencies all work to-
gether to fight Internet crimes against children. They’ve established a 
“CyberTipline,” a reporting mechanism for cases of child sexual ex-
ploitation including child pornography, online enticement of children 
for sex acts, molestation of children outside the family, sex tourism of 
children, child victims of prostitution, and unsolicited obscene mate-
rial sent to a child. Reports may be made—24 hours per day, seven 
days per week—online at www.cybertipline.com or by calling (800) 

her friends recalled, “a sisterhood that only a few can un-

derstand.  The first time I met you we were instant friends. You 
were there for kids’ birthdays.  We made Christmas stockings 
together. I held your firstborn baby boy and kissed his sweet 
little head just like he was a family member. I always had a 
hard time keeping up with how clean you kept your house - I 
remember you even wiping down clean plates (because they 
might have dust on them) before setting the table.” 
      Beyond the smile and the graciousness of her personality 
however, was one tough lady.  In May, 1990 Jenny was hit head 
on by a drunk driver.  Twice, during her recuperations in the 
hospital, her heart stopped and she had to be revived.  And 
then she endured many months of physical therapy to get back 
to normal life.  But, as always, Jenny was up for the challenge. 
       While Jenny was happy to embrace the life of a military 
family, she always wanted to come back home.  She  knew that 
would require getting a job, so she began attending college to 
pursue a degree in accounting.  While Mike was stationed at 
nearby Ft. McClellam in Alabama, she graduated from Jackson-
ville State University in Jacksonville, Alabama.  During that 
same time she also went through the process of becoming 
Catholic. 
      Coming back to Evansville would require, according to  
Mike,  finding a job and finding a home to live in.  Always up 
for the challenge, Jenny came back to Evansville, found a home 
on the north side of Evansville and a job working for GAF roof-
ing in Mt. Vernon.  And then she told Mike.  “I bought a house, 
reminding him that he had  great credit, and I found a job.”  
And so the family, which included sons Tyler and Evan, would 
come back home to Evansville. 
    Mike would continue his career in the army with several 
tours in Iraq and Jenny would take care of the family .  In time, 
they welcomed their daughter, Audrie, into the family as well.  
Jenny’s career in accounting would soon lead her to become 
deputy city controller and the City Controller for the city of 
Evansville under Mayor Jonathan Weinzapfel and finally as the  
Chief Financial Officer for the Evansville Water and Sewer Util-
ity under Mayor Lloyd Winnecke. And during that time she also 
found time to complete her master’s degree at the University 
of Evansville.  
      Jenny was well respected in her work with the city of 
Evansville.  Mayor Winnecke said of her, “she was truly a 
‘helper’", meaning that Jenny was continually willing to share 
her wisdom with colleagues and always had the city's best in-
terests at heart throughout her public service.  This past Febru-
ary, Jenny was honored for her service to the city of Evansville 
by being given a key to the city by Mayor Winnecke. 
      Jenny also served our city as member of the board for Mes-
ker Park Zoo.  She loved animals of all kinds and whenever she 
travelled, a visit to the local zoo was always a must.   Jenny 
was a great ambassador for the city of Evansville.  She thought 
this was the greatest place to live and raise a family, and was a 
true “westsider.”    

(Continued from page 3) 

       We’re looking for men and women to be a part of one of 
our mowing crews.  We have five crews (more if we 
can get more people) who mow the lawn each Thurs-
day on a rotating basis.  We provide all the equip-
ment (self-propelled lawn mowers, riding lawn 
mower, weed eaters, and refreshments) 
for the workers! Call the parish 
office (812-963-3273) if you can 
help.   

      Most of us here in the parish will remember Jenny as the 
person who, with her husband Mike, headed up our annual fish 
frys.  Jenny loved the fish frys and loved the chance to work 
with folks.  It was a job she did very well.  Not only did she have 
the organizational skills needed for the job, she also had a great 
way of relating to folks, helping them to feel good about the 
work they did.  She took on this role for the past fourteen 
years.  And if she was involved, that meant her family was as 
well.  They were willing to pass the baton of leadership onto 
someone else, but Jenny was found of saying “well let’s do it 
just one more year.”  And so the family, which included her 
mom, Carol, and her daughters-in-law, Megan and Katie, would 
all agree to “just another year.” 
      Several years ago, Jenny discovered the name of her bio-
logical father, Keith Stewart.  As it happened, she got to meet 
him only days before he died of cancer.  In coming to know 
Keith, even briefly, she got introduced to a whole other set of 
aunts, uncles and cousins.  Ironically,  Jenny had been working 
with many of her relatives through the Fish Fry and did not 
know it.  They too were unaware of this family connection. 
      Taking on the leadership of the fish fry for the past several 
years was made increasingly difficult because of Jenny’s bout 
with cancer.  Jenny faced this challenge just as she did other 
challenges in her life—head on with lots of determination.   Ini-
tially that involved cancer treatments and surgeries and travel-
ing to the MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, TX for experi-
mental treatments. In the end, it became clear that no treat-
ments would help.  And so, Jenny embraced the last challenge 
of her life, dying well.  And she embraced this challenge as 
well.  At the beginning of March she entered hospice care.  She 
thought she might be well enough to come to the fish fry,  just 
to see her friends, and maybe she could live long enough for the 
birth of her first grandchild “Osborn” due to arrive in Septem-
ber.  But that was not to be the case.  Instead, she was at 
home, surrounded by Mike, Tyler and Megan, Evan and Katie 
and Audrey, and her beloved dogs.  And it was there that she 
died on Sunday, March 7.  This Jewish prayer sums up Jenny’s  
life very well. 

When I die, give what is left of me away 
to children and old people that wait to die. 

And if you need to cry, 
cry for those walking the streets beside you. 

And when you need me, put your arms around anyone 
and give them what you need to give me. 

I want to leave you something, 
something better than words or sounds. 

Look for me in the people I’ve known or loved, 
and if you cannot give me away, 

at least let me live in your eyes and not in your mind. 
You can love me best by letting hands touch hands, 
and by letting go of children that need to be free. 

Love doesn’t die, people do. 
So when all that’s left of me is love,  give me away.    
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Malorie Hobbs 
     Malorie is a woman on a mis-
sion.  When we got in touch with 
her to talk about her life, we 
found out that Malorie had already 
graduated from high school after 
what would have been her junior 
year, joined the Navy, and was 
now serving on the  aircraft carrier 
Dwight D. Eisenhower.  Now here’s 
a story to be told. 
    Malorie is the daughter of 
Melanie Hobbs and Mike Hobbs and 
the granddaughter of Chuck and 
Theresa Roberts.  She started 
school at Sacred Heart Pre-School 

and then  graduated from Cynthia Heights, Helfrich Park and 
Reitz.  “What really stood out for me in those years is that for 
some people school just comes naturally for them and they 
don't have to study for their tests. I really realized I was a 
hard worker because I studied harder and worked more for my 
tests and would get the same or lower score than people that 
did not have to study.”  When asked about teachers she re-
membered, she said, “my favorite teachers were my first and 
second grade teachers.  They taught me that things don't just 
fall into your lap and you have to work for them.”  
     When she got to high school, Malorie began to think about 
options for her life.  One thing she started thinking about was 
graduating early.  “Choosing to graduate high school early was 
the best decision I could have made. School was never really 
my strong suit, so I had to start looking into other options. 
Since I signed up to graduate early, I took junior and senior 
English in the same year and government and economics. It 
was definitely a challenge because I didn't get to do some of 
the things that my friends were doing because I had more 
school work than them, but I was determined.” 
     Since school was not something that had a lot of appeal for 
Malorie, she began looking at other options.  “I looked at get-
ting into one of the different trades and I also looked at join-
ing the military.  After a long decision process, I decided that 
joining the Navy was the best option for me.” 
     So, graduating after her junior year, Malorie headed off to 
boot camp at the Great Lakes Naval Station located north of 
Chicago.  “It was challenging going through boot camp with 
COVID. Wearing masks all the time and having to deal with the 
cautions restrictions. We worked out a lot and they built our 
military bearing.” 
      For her first assignment, Malorie is stationed aboard the 
nuclear aircraft carrier, Dwight D. Eisenhower.  “My job is to 
chalk and chain aircraft when they land and break them down 
when they launch.” 
       What’s it like serving as a woman in the Navy aboard an 
aircraft carrier?   “Living on the ship is definitely a challenge, 
especially living in the same quarters as 200 females. I've been 
on the Eisenhower for about 4 months now, and I still get lost 
sometimes.  It’s like a giant maize and its own floating city.  
Being a woman on an aircraft carrier is definitely a challenge. 
Some people on the ship still have the mind set that women 
can't do the same things that men can, so we have to work 
twice as hard to gain the respect of them and the people we 
work with.” 
     As for the future, Malorie is giving a lot of thought to mak-
ing the Navy her career and becoming an officer.  In the fu-
ture, it could well be Commander Hobbs as Captain of her own 

ship.   
     WORDS OF WISDOM:  “School was definitely a challenge. I had 
a problem with getting into trouble when I was younger, but 
looking back, my friends and family never stopped believing in 
me and pushing me to do my best, and that's what really got me 
through harder times in my life. I’ve been influenced by a num-
ber of people in my life, but the biggest influences have  my par-
ents and aunt. My mom wanted to join the air force and regret-
ted staying in Evansville and not pursuing her dream. My aunt has 
traveled the world and I want to follow in her footsteps. 
So the biggest advice I can share with people is to not settle for 
just an ordinary life.  If you believe there are bigger things out 
there for you, don't be scared to work for them, even if that 
means getting out of Evansville.  There’s a big world out there 
ready for you to explore.” 
 

Eliana Nisley 
     Like so many of other classmates, 
this has been a crazy sort of year  for 
Eliana, going to school in the midst of 
a pandemic.  She is the daughter of 
Adam and Rebekah Nisley and a sen-
ior at Mater Dei.  Zoom classes and 
elearning days have become part of 
the daily routine.  “The biggest thing 
is that I just miss being in school and 
being around the people in my class 
and the friends I have made over the 
years. I think the biggest think the 
biggest thng I missed when the pan-
demic began is just being part of the 
atmosphere of being in school in per-
son.  Of course we all wonder when we will be able to come back 
and what “coming back” to school will actually look like.   
     Despite all the challenges, Eliana has found time to be in-
volved in a number of activities in school.  Most recently she has 
been a member of the English Academic Team (where she joined 
her cousin, Dawson Pfaffman).  They’ve been focusing on litera-
ture of the 1920’s especially some of the poets of this period and 
novelists like F. Scott Fitzgerald and his novel The Great Gatsby. 
     Eliana has also been part of the Spanish Club and Pep Club 
and has been a member of the National Honor Society for both 
her junior and senior year.  This year she is serving as the Presi-
dent of the Society.  One of the projects they have undertaken is 
delivering donuts to the police and sheriff deputies.   
     She has also participated in a Chemistry Competition at USI 
where she competed against other high school students in the 
area.  Throughout her four year career at Mater Dei, Eliana has 
been focusing on a lot of science classes.  She’s had a love for 
science and hopes to turn this love into a career by going to 
pharmacy school next year at Purdue.  “I think I might like to 
work in a hospital setting as a oncology pharmacist.” 
      Eliana’s school began here at St. Joe and those days are 
filled with a lot of different memories.  “I remember learning 
about different letters in Kindergarten and then cooking some-
thing beginning with that letter with our teacher, Mrs. Schneider.  
I also remember Mrs. Elpers who helped me develop a love for 
science.  She was just an amazing teacher. I remember too, be-
ing a family leader for a school family my eighth grade year and 
bringing them to church for Mass.  I learned a lot about being a 
leader through this experience.   I’ve been in class with so many 
of these folks all the way through grade school and now through 

(Continued on page 6) 
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high school.  We’ve watched each other grow up.    
      The sense of being part of a family that she experienced 
in school has also spilled over to her experience growing up 
in the parish.  “I like the feeling that we are a big family.  
It’s made me want to try to be welcoming toward others.  
Coming to the summer social and helping out at these events 
has helped me to feel more a part of this family atmos-
phere.”   
      It’s no surprise that the strong sense of family Eliana 
speaks of has its origins in her own family.  She is the second 
oldest in the family.  Her brother, Isaiah is a sophomore at 
Purdue, her sister Aleilah is a junior at Mater Dei, Thomas is 
a freshman at Mater Dei, Silas is in the sixth grade and Marie 
is in the fourth grade here at St. Joe.  “Our family is really 
close and we enjoy spending time together.  My sister Aleilah 
are best friends.  My mom and dad work really hard to help 
us all feel part of the family.  I think my mom is a very strong 
person and very compassionate.  She’s stressed to each of us 
the importance of doing our best.  Both my parents have 
taught us a strong work ethic and how important it is make 
yourself the best person you can be.  I hope I can live out 
some of these same values in my life.” 
      This sense of family extends to all the cousins and aunts 
and uncles.  One of the favorite places to visit for Eliana (and 
her other cousins as well) is their grandma Shane.  “Going 
there means you can always find something good to eat and 
be around someone who really cares about you.  Part of the 
difficulty of dealing with pandemic is that we couldn’t go for 
our regular visits to her.”  There are also many memories of 
gathering with cousins for Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
Easter.  “you can be sure there will lots of good food and the 
chance to play different games.  And each year, there is the 
special tradition of singing “happy birthday” to Jesus.   
      Eliana also counts as special blessings, all the trips that 
her family has gone on.  “We love the outdoors and we en-
joying going for hikes at different parks in the area—Clifty 
Falls, Garden of the Gods are among the favorite places.   
     When Eliana is not studying or involved in different school 
activities she has found time to work for her uncle Brian at 
his office.  “He works as a financial advisor and my job is to 
help keep up with the files in the office.”  
     WORDS OF WISDOM:  “I’ve been blessed with a pretty 
good life and some great parents.  Of course the pandemic 
has been a big challenge but it has taught me how important 
it is to learn how to be your own cheerleader.  It’s also been 
one of the few times that we’ve had to face things that were 
bigger than us and how important it is to rely on God.  One of 
my favorite phrases is ‘have courage and be kind.’  I think 
that sums up what I think is the best piece of advice I can 
give.  I think you have to learn how to make the best of 
things and find happiness in the small things.  I learned a lot 
of that from my Grandma Shane who was my confirmation 

sponsor.  I remember I took the 
names St. Therese of Lisieux and see 
her as a role model, especially with 
her emphasis on doing small acts of 
kindness and seeing the good in oth-
ers.  
 

Amelia Harl 
     Amelia is the youngest daughter 
of Jim and Becky Harl and is a senior 
at Retiz High School.  Her older sis-
ter, Anna, recently got married to 
Brain Mundy and now lives in Nash-

(Continued from page 5) 

ville.  Her older brother Wil works as a public safety officer for USI 
and also is a member of the German Township Fire Department.  
Her brother  Joe attends USI where he is pursing a degree in busi-
ness management.   
     One fo the great passions that is shared by all the members of 
the Harl family, is playing golf.  Amelia is an enthusiastic partici-
pant.  “I grew up with playing golf so it wasn’t a surprise that I 
went out for the golf team at Reitz.  This past year the team 
started out well, winning their first four matches, We’re trying to 
build up a good history for the golf team.   She’s played at a num-
ber of courses in the area but is most familiar Helfrich Park, the 
home course.  “Golf can teach you a lot about life.  It’s such a 
mental game and there are all kinds of things that can get in the 

We gratefully acknowledge the following  contributions 
that were given in memory  of loved ones. We remem-

ber the gift they have been in our life. 

MOTHER TERESA 
ENDOWMENT  

FOR THE NEEDY 
IN MEMORY OF 

Paul Becker 
Marie Gumbel 

  

HAITI HIGHER 
 EDUCATION FUND 

IN MEMORY OF 

Eddie Lagunzad 
Joe & Karla Deweese 

  
IN MEMORY OF 

Frank Will 
Joe & Karla Deweese 

  

HAITI FUND 
IN MEMORY OF 

Eddie Lagunzad 
Butch & Linda Feulner 

  

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
IN MEMORY OF 

Eddie Lagunzad 
Delores Schroeder 

  
IN MEMORY OF 

Frank Will 
David & Sandra Wagner 

Betty Hartz 
Jim & Kristie Elsner 
Marilyn Schneider 
Duane Dormeier 

Larry Head 
Ann Southwell 

Terry & Julie Fehrenbacher 
Leona Englert 

Kurt & Cheryl Schapker 
Dennis A. Englert 

Phil & Becky Dosher 
Steve Anslinger 

Greg & Susie Head 
Francis Elpers 

Dave & Betty Fehrenbacher 
Chick & Jean Duncan 

David & Charlotte Schlichting 

Pam & Melvin Schapker 
Troy & Amy Meyer 

Jessica & Andy Reckelhoff 
Ray & Charlene Schapker 

Terry Drone 
Pete & Donna Swanson 

Tom & Becky Miller 
Pat Schapker & Family 
Tony & Alma Scheller 

Gary & Diane Wunderlich 
Butch & Linda Feulner 

Mary Rose Engler  
Mary & David Weiss  

Charlie & Vickie Engler  
Mike & Tina Engler 

Margaret & Rich Bernick 
Rick & Angie Engler 

  

TONY STRICKER  
PE ENDOWMENT 

IN HONOR OF 

Marie Gumbel 
Toni & Lee Askins 

  

URBAN & BETTY WILL 
LANDSCAPE ENDOWMENT 

IN MEMORY OF 

Frank Will 
Chris & Patti Will 

  

LEROY & ROSE WEISS 
CEMETERY ENDOWMENT 

IN MEMORY OF 

Frank Will 
Mrs. Rose Weiss 

  

ST. JOSEPH PARISH  
ENDOWMENT 
IN MEMORY OF 

Frank Will 
Brian & Stephanie Price 
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way of having a good mental attitude when you play.  And you 
have to learn how to put the past behind you and focus on what 
is ahead.  In golf the only that matters is the next one!”  When 
she’s not playing golf, she’s spending time at her part time job 
cleaning golf carts at McDonald and Helfrich Park golf courses. 
      Of course there is more to going to school than playing golf 
and Amelia’s life.  Class work takes up a lot of her time.  “I’m 
doing pretty well with all my classes so far. Along the way she-
has had some pretty good teachers.  Among them has been her 
social studies teacher, Mr. Graham.  “Hew had a way of making 
history come alive.  I also like the fact that he kept thngs sim-
ple.   
        Amelia also served on the prom committee which was a  
bit challenging since they weren’t able to have a prom last year 
becasue of the pandemic.  She has also taken journalism 
classes for two years and was a member of the yearbook staff 
where she served as a staff photographer.   
     Amelia began her school here at St. Joe through fifth grade.  
“What I remember the most is the great lunches we had.  And 
there was some good teachers.  I remember especially Mrs. 
Sweeny who taught us in third grade.”  She went on to middle 

   C o n g r a t u l a -
tions to Alec 
Freeman who  
helped lead the 
Mater Dei Wres-
tling team to a 

State Championship.  He was run-
ner-up in his weight class.  He also 
received the good sportsmanship 
award.    Blake Weidner, Brandon 
Elpers and Ethan Messal were also 

members of the team. 

  Congratulations to Maggie Couch who was 
selected as queen for the Mater Dei basketball 
homecoming court.  Paige Denning and Mitch 
Adler were also members of the court.    

school at Helfrich Park.  “It was bigger than St. Joe and I got ht 
chance to meet new friends.”  She was part of the volleyball 
team there and in her 8th grade the team went undefeated.  
There is a banner with her name on it that hangs in the gym at 
Helfrich Park.  Other highlights of her time in middle school was 
being part of the Land Between the Lakes weekend, and travel-
ing to Washington D.C. and New York in her eight grade year.  
“We got to see lots of different places in Washington, D.C. and 
saw the play “The Lion King” in New York.  Our hotel was right 
in Times Square.  There were some great views of the city and 
it certainly is true that New York never sleeps.” 
    Next year Amelia plans to attend USI or perhaps Western 
Kentucky where she hope to purse some kind of degree in busi-
ness. 
     WORDS OF WISDOM:  “I think I have learned how important 
family is.  Even though we don’t get together as much as we 
used it, I’ve learned how important it is to appreciate the time 
you have with each other.  All of us in the family have learned 
about good work habits from our time working at Nesbit with 
our mom.  I’m not the cook my mother is.  I’m more like an 
official taster!   
      I think I have learned how important it is to be able to moti-
vate yourself.  You have to learn how to focus on the things that 
will get you where you want to go.  Playing golf has taught me 
about how important mental clarity is in the things that you do.  
It’s important to learn how to focus on what really matters.  
Sometimes it is easy to settle for short term happiness rather 
and put your energy into what is best for the long term.” 

Total Pledged 
$585.314 

Received To Date 
$561,770 

Diocesan Portion 
$280,885 

Parish Portion 
$280,885 

     When we started this campaign in 2017, Bishop 
Thompson asked each parish to raise an amount equal to 
the previous year’s (2016) contributions in the collec-
tion.  This amount would be split with half going to the 
diocese and the other half going to our parish.     For our 
parish that amount was $625,000.  We received pledges 
that totaled 93% of this amount ($585,314).  After three 
years we have received actual payments worth 96% of 
this pledged amount ($561,770).  Thank you for your 
generous commitment to our diocese and to our parish.   

       

        There was a time when our parish was primarily a rural 
parish with most of its members living and working on farms.  
Now we have only a few people who are still involved in farming.  
But we are all still connected to the land and we need to live in 
harmony with the world around us.  Farmers and consumers 
need to be in solidarity. We need to once again know and under-
stand who we are as a people of God. We need to learn again 
how to share and sustain the common goods of Creation. And 
what is not a part of creation? What does not fall into the web of 
life? We believe that all things are a part of creation, all people 
and all living things are part of one community — the community 
of Christ, the new creation we seek in our modern lives.  
      All of us  can help steward the landscape by an ethics of 
eating. We should choose those foods that are grown and proc-
essed in a responsible, sustainable and just way. Once we grow 

or produce the kinds of foods that are 
good for the earth, then we can eat 
and share what is good to grow.  By our 
ethical food choices, we can shape the 
countryside in a sustainable way for 
all. Eating is a moral act! 
      It is not far-fetched to say that our 
health, our very lives, depend on the 
sprouting of seeds. The planting of 
seeds and nurturing through harvest, 

we receive God’s choicest blessings when we break from our 
labors and enjoy a simple meal.  Besides planting in the good 
earth, seeds cannot grow without fresh water. The cycle of rain 
blesses us, and water stored in the ground is our true treasure. 
Let us seek God’s guidance in finding ways to better utilize 
seeds and water so that farming can become more sustainable 
for all who find their vocation on the land.  
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Be an island  of mercy  in  
a  sea  of  indifference.  

                      Pope Francis 

      Not all of us can do great things, 
but we can do small things with great 

love.   Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

     Do you enjoy fresh, 
chemical-free produce?  
If so, Seton Harvest, a 
community-supported 
agricultural initiative 
sponsored by the 
Daughters of Charity, 
would like to invite you 
to become a share-
holder in our Certified 
Naturally Grown vege-
table farm.  For more 

information, contact Julie Dietz, Community Outreach Man-
ager, at 812.963.7692 or Julie.Dietz@doc.org,  
       This certified Naturally Grown farm uses the land in a 
just and environmentally conscious way by sharing locally 
grown food with shareholders and persons who are finan-
cially poor and hungry in our community.  
       In the past, in a year’s time, Seton Harvest harvested 
44,284 pounds of produce with 8,877 pounds of produce do-
nated to many shelters, food banks, and church pantries. A 
portion of each week’s harvest goes directly to nearly a 
dozen different charities serving the poor and hungry includ-
ing:  

 Ozanam Family Shelter 

St. Vincent Day Care 

Evansville Christian Life Center 

Many others 
       Since our first growing season in 2006, Seton Harvest 
has donated more than 111,640 pounds of fresh, naturally 
grown produce.         To find out more at Seton Harvest visit 
their website at www.setonharvest.org 

THIS MONTH’S SPECIAL COLLECTION  
 THE CATHOLIC  HOME MISSIONS 

     This month we are invited to join with our brothers and 
sisters through-
out the United 
States in sup-
porting a special 
collection for 
mission parishes 
in the United 
States and its 
Pacific and Car-
ibbean depend-
encies.  This appeal strengthens the Church at home by sup-
porting Catholic communities in need.  It assists dioceses 
that serve the pastoral needs of  Hispanics and other ethic 
groups. It enables Catholic parishes in  poor and remote 
communities to provide Mass, the sacraments and religious 
education for their peoples.  Once  again we have a chance 
to respond to God’s call to love our neighbor.  Please be as 
generous as you can. Get more information on line at 
www.usccb.org/hm/ 

        JUSTICE 
   Corrects long 

    term problems  
     in communities 
    Participate in  
     community 
     organizing 
  Advocate for  

just public  
policies 

  Develop local 
           Community  
           Enterprises 

       Social 
           Change 

CHARITY 
Helps individuals 

meet their 
present needs 

Serve in a 
soup kitchen 
Direct Social 

Service 
Sponsor a 

refugee 
Mentor and 

Tutor 
Donate food, 

          clothing,  
      and money 
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Saturday 
April 17, 2021 

5 PM 

Lee Askins 
Peter and Jodi Fehrenbacher 

Mary Loehrlein Carolyn Hutchison 

Sis Jarboe 
 

Patrick McDonald 
 

Fred and Judy Gries 
 

Sunday 
April 18, 2021 

8 AM 

Al Debes Sarah Duncan 
Tom and Dolores Folz 

 Jalane Weber 
Marcia Frey 

Conner Frey  
Kylie Frey 

 

Larry and Henrietta Happe 
 

Sunday 
April 18, 2021 

10:30 AM 

Diane Bassemier Darlene Appler 
Danielle Schmitt 

Tricia Gerteisen Doris Taylor 

Jane Scheller 
 

Ashley and 
Gabe Jung 

Jim and Jane Scheller 
 

Saturday 
April 24, 2021 

5 PM 

Chuck Jansen Brandon Werner 
Natalie Schneider 

Ron and Margaret Angermeier 
Toni Askins 

Patrick McDonald 
 

Don and Alice Weis 
 

Sunday 
April 25, 2021 

8 AM 

Imogene Baehl Michael Elpers 
Randy and Kathy  Fehrenbacher 

Chick Duncan 
 

Dennis Niemeier  
Parker  Baumeyer  

 
Tom and Donna Blythe 

 

Sunday 
April 25,, 2021 

10:30 AM 

Addison Elpers Tricia Gertiesen 
Sally Kempf Cecelia Koch 

Joe Crowdus 

FIRST COMMUNION 
 

Troy  
Gerteisen 

 
Randy and Darlene Appler 

Saturday 
May 1, 2021 

5 PM 

Donald Werner 
Lee and Toni Askins 

Bob and Mary Kay Fehrenbacher 

Sis Jarboe 
 

Louis & Lexa Meredith 
John and Jane Luigs 

 

Sunday 
May 2,  2021 

8 AM 

Jean Duncan  
Bryan and Ann Craney 

 Marcia Frey Terry Drone 

Terry Drone 
 

Ben Gries and Ian Simmons 
 

Dan and Mary Ruth Lasher 
 

Sunday 
May 2, 2021 

10:30 AM 

Kitty Deig  Paul Hillenbrand 
Amy Cody Jena Wessel 

Jason Gertiesen 
Jane Scheller 

Katelyn and Zach Bishop  
 

Mike Forcum Family 

Saturday 
May 8, 2021 

5 PM 

Donna Niemeier 
Eric and Karen  McDonald 
Butch and Linda Feulner 

Toni Askins Devin Feulner Lee and Toni Askins 

Sunday 
May 9, 2021 

8 AM 

Rodney and Paula Baehl 
Sr. Marie Therese 

Dave and Betty Fehrenbacher 
Donna Blankenberger 

Addy Wilkinson  
Madelynn Manger 

Dave and Sandy Schmitt 

Sunday 
May 9, 2021 

10:30 AM 

Rachel Schnaus Jason Gerteisen  
Becky Dosher Shane Wessel 

Steve Jung 
Jessica Reckelhoff 

Kurt Forcum  
Parker Warren 

Kevin Hartz Family 

      As we continue to navigate through this coronavirus pandemic, the liturgical ministers we need for  
our weekend  Masses are limited to our lectors and, when the need arises, one Eucharistic minister.   

We have printed this schedule in case things move back to our normal routine. 

DATE EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS LECTOR SERVER GIFT BEARERS 
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APRIL 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     
1    HOLY  

     THURSDAY 
     MASS  7 PM 

2   GOOD 

     FRIDAY 
    SERVICE 

3    HOLY 

   SATURDAY 
  MASS  7 PM 

 

4 EASTER SUNDAY 

  MASS  8 & 10:30  
Haiti and Food 

Pantry Collection 
 
 

5 7 am-7 pm 

       Eucharistic 
Adoration 

 
Mass 6:30 pm 

 
 

6  
7:30 am Mass 

 
 
 

7 7:30 am 

Parish Staff  
Meeting  12-2pm 

 

8  
No Mass 

 

 

 
 

9  7:30 am 

Mass School  
Children Only 

10  Food Pantry 

Collection 
 

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation  

4-4:40 pm 
Mass 5 pm 

 
College Care 
Packages Due 

Back 

11 
          Mass and 

    8 & 10:30 
 

Family Religion  
Class and  

 
Food Pantry 
Collection  

12 7 am-7 pm 

       Eucharistic 
Adoration 

 
Mass 6:30 pm 

 

13  

7:30 am Mass 

14  7:30 Mass 

      Parish Staff  
Meeting 12-2 pm 

 
 

15     

No Mass 

16  
7:30 am 

Mass School  
Children Only 

17 Food Pantry 

Collection 
 

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation  

4-4:40 pm 
 

Mass 5 pm 
 

 

18 
          Mass and 

    8 & 10:30 
 

Family Religion  
Class and  

 
Food Pantry 
Collection  

19 7 am-7 pm 

       Eucharistic 
Adoration 

 
Mass 6:30 pm 

 
 

20 7:30 am Mass 

 
  
 
 

21 7:30 am  Mass 

Parish Staff  
Meeting 12-2 pm 

 
 
 

22 
NO MASS 

23  7:30 am 

 Mass School 
Children Only  

 

24  Food  

         Pantry 
Collection 

 
Sacrament of 

 Reconciliation  
4-4:40 pm 

 
Mass 5 pm 

25    Mass 

    8 & 10:30 am 
Food  

Pantry Collection 
FIRST COMMUNION 

MASS  10:30 AM 
 

26 
7 am-7 pm 

       Eucharistic 
Adoration 

 
Mass 6:30 pm 

27 7:30 am Mass 

 
 

28  7:30 am 

         Mass 
 

Parish Staff  
Meeting 12-2 pm 

 
 
 

29 
NO MASS 

30 
7:30 am 

 Mass School 
Children Only  
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St. Joseph Catholic Church 
Vanderburgh County 

6202 West Saint Joseph Road 
Evansville, IN 47720 
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PARISH OFFICE:  812-963-3273    
SCHOOL:OFFICE  812-963-3335    

SCHOOL FAX:  812-963-3337 
PRAYER CHAIN: 812-963-3149 

www. stjoeco.org 

 
 
 

Fr. Gene Schroeder—Pastor 
E-mail  gschroeder@evdio.org 

Ms. Kristan Gilles—Director of Liturgy/ Music 
E-mail kgilles@evo.org 

Mr. Nathan Winstead—Principal 
E-mail  nwinstead@evdio.org 
Mrs. Julie Kempf—Secretary 

E-mail  jkempf@evdio.org 
Mrs. Jessica Reckelhoff 

E-mail jreckelhoff#@evdio.org 
Coordinator of Religious Education 

 
WEEKEND MASSES: 

  Saturday 5pm   Sunday 8 and 10 am 

 

       Our parish continues to be blessed by the financial support 
your have given  through your contributions  to our weekly col-
lections.     
     Here’s a look at where we our collection/tuition contribu-
tions stand as of the end of February, 2021.   

YTD Feb. 2021  $652,326    YTD Feb. 2021 $673,507  
    Remember that there are several  ways you can continue to 
make your weekly contributions. 

1.    Sending your contribution to us through the mail.  You can 

use any of the stamped  envelopes we send you in the mail.  If 
you need our parish address, here it is:  St. Joseph Church 
6202 W. St. Joseph Rd, Evansville, IN 47720 

2.    You can also  make your contribution by setting up an 

automatic withdrawal from your 
checking or savings account.  If you 
would like to set up this option, call 
the parish office (812-963-3273) and 
we’ll walk you through the process.  

3.  If you like the option of donating 

online, you can now do that through 
our diocesan website. 

www.evdio.org.  At the top of the menu options on the main 
page, the last menu option on the right:  "Sunday Collection 
Giving."   

4.  Remember you can also make payments to your CPC contri-

bution on line.  Go to our diocesan website  evdio.org and click 
on Catholic Parishes Campaign Giving.    

                                         Fr. Gene Schroeder 

http://www.evdio.org

