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GETTING READY TO

Fr.. Gene Schroeder
START SCHOOL AGAIN
PASTOR
Mr. Nathan Winstead
It looked like a pretty normal year with all
PRINCIPAL
the normal activities going on. Then, in what
We’ve been working hard to get
seemed like a blink of an eye, everything
things in place to open school for face to
changed by a virus that no one could see. For
face learning. As you can imagine, it’s
maybe the first time in our lives we were faced
been a bit of a challenge. I’ve been
with something that was bigger than us and in
working with a special coronavirus commany ways beyond our control. School closed,
mittee comprised of parents working
we stopped gathering for Mass, and we learned how to wear face
within the medical field, school board
masks and the importance of social distancmembers, teachers, and
No matter HOW the school year might go….
ing. For the last quarter of this past year,
myself. We’ve been trying to
we have been trying to find a “new normal.”
establish some guidelines
Full time in masks with social distancing.
It has forced us to come face to face with
and procedures that will
Half
time
with
some
online
learning
mixed
in.
fear and anxiety. It has become a very ferenable our school to be safe
tile ground for spiritual growth...even if we Or some combination of ALL these possibilities.
for our students and our
were not looking for it.
staff.
I’ve
decided
I’m
going
to
be
positive
about
it.
But life has continued, and now it is time
Essentially when all the
to give a report on the state of our parish for
kids
come back to school
Because the truth is….MOM SETS THE TONE.
this past year.
they will be isolated in their
VIDEO TAPING MASS
own group for all classes,
In late March when Masses were can- MY response and MY participation and MY support lunch time, and recess perifor
teachers
will
likely
determine
the
success
celled, we were fortunate to be able to tap
ods. We want to keep the
of my children’s entire school year.
into the resources of Frank and Dave Hertel
school safe, so we will also
who were able to get a number of camera
be limiting access to the
So
no
matter
HOW
school
looks
this
year……
and the necessary videotaping and editing
school for parents and visisoftware which allowed us to tape the Mass
tors. As an additional safety
I’m
gong
to
encourage
my
kids
to
LEARN.
and then upload to our YouTube account.
measure, the gym, cafeteria
Adapt, change, serve, love, grow.
We have heard from a great many people
and meeting rooms will not
who appreciated being able to view the Mass
(Continued on page 4)
And
SUCCEED!!!
online. Over the course of weeks we heard
from people in Canada, New York, Florida, Georgia, Wisconsin,
Texas, Arizona, New Mexico and California who also were able to PLANNING FOR OUR RELIGIOUS
view the Mass on line. One family from Texas even sent a box of
EDUCATION PROGRAMS
baby blankets and other items to add to our Diaper Bag Express
Mrs. Jessica Reckelhoff
campaign for Birthright.
DIRECTOR
OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
We have now begun to take measures to continue videotapAs I look forward to the coming
ing. We have purchased four cameras which have been permanently installed in church and purchased some videotaping soft- year of Family Class, I am keeping my
ware and computers which has allowed us to essentially set up a spirits high and my hopes up! Amidst
production studio in church. The cost for the cameras, software this pandemic, there are many uncerand computers was $9,582.78. We put the word out asking for tainties and restrictions, but through all
volunteers who would be willing to operate the camera system. of this, I am praying that we will still be
We are looking into the possibility of live streaming all the able to come together. We may not be
weekend Masses as well as other special Masses. Whether or not meeting in our usual classrooms, and we may not be able to
we are able to do this depends upon the bandwidth capabilities gather in groups as we have in the past, but I am working with
of internet services and whether we have enough people to op- the school to find a way for us to meet; even if this means
spreading out in the gym or cafeteria or having an occasional
erate the camera system.
INSIDE THIS ISSUE
outdoor class, we will make it work, and we will be safe!
ST.
JOSEPH
SCHOOL
—Remembering Mark Rexing,
To give the students
For the first nine months
Rita Englert-Wells, and
time to adjust to their new
Robert Waninger…………. p. 2 of the year, our school continroutines at school, students
ued its normal busy schedule of
and parents will not begin
classes and extracurricular
—End of the Year
class until September, but the
Financial Report………. p. 8
(Continued on page 6)

(Continued on page 3)

The Carpenter—August, 2020
REMEMBERING

Mark Rexing

May 21, 1957 — June 29, 2020
Mark Rexing was born on May 21,
1957, one of seven children born to
Anita (Baehl) and Joe Rexing. His siblings included Karen, Clare, David,
Ernest, Matthew and Charles. As a
young boy, Mark attended St. Joe
Grade School and then later graduated from Mater Dei High
School. He enjoyed the friendship of many St. Joe boys. Rick
Baylor, Steve Muensterman and Tom Goedde are among the
many guys in the neighborhood who have fond memories of
Mark. They spent a lot of time together and participated in a
wide variety of hi jinks and pranks through the years.
After graduating from high school, Mark worked at a number of jobs in the Evansville area. Most notably among them
were his time working at Ideal American Dairy and working in
the maintenance department for the Daughters of Charity.
Mark’s family and friends remember Mark as a sensitive and
generous person. For much of his life, Mark led a life that
tended to be mostly by himself. He lived in a small home off
St. Joe Road, just down the hill from our church. Mark’s life
ended far too early this past June 29th. We pray that he may
now experience that peace in his life which seemed to elude
him. And we pray that his father and brother, and his other
relatives and friends who have died before him, might now
welcome him to the eternal kingdom of heaven where he will
know the goodness of his life.
REMEMBERING

Rita Englert-Wells

August 5, 1930 - July 1, 2020
Rita’s life was centered on her family
connections. She grew up as part of the
Lucian and Clementine Montgomery family.
As a young girl attended St. Joseph School.
Among her classmates and acquaintances
were members of the Englert family who
also lived in the St. Joe area. As children who lived during
WW II, their conversations would often be about local boys
who were serving in the military during WW II. One of these
young men, Robert Englert, would eventually play a prominent role in her life. At the time, however, he was “that solider in Europe who was a POW in a camp in Germany.”
Caring for others was a major theme in Rita’s life and it
began early when she left high school to help take care of her
ailing mother. Rita also began a career that would see her
working at Shane Uniform Company and Anchor Industries
before retiring from TJ Maxx.
Eventually, that “young soldier, Robert Englert” returned
home after the war and began to start a new life. That life
was to include Rita and they were eventually married on December 30, 1950 here at St. Joseph Church. Bob and Rita
would set up housekeeping on land belonging to the Englert
farm off Highway 65. There they would welcome five children: Sharon, Jayne, Janet, Robert and Greg.
Rita’s life, in addition to her work, would be centered on
doing all the things necessary to keep the family going. She
used her considerable skills to raise a garden and process the
fruits and vegetables for use on the family dinner table. And
she became quite a good cook as well. Just another by product on raising a family. Rita had a great love for beautiful
flowers and people could see the results of her “green
thumb” in all the beautiful flower gardens that dotted the
landscape.
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Rita also found time to enjoy family gatherings and trips to
places like the Smokey Mountains and Key West Florida.
Rita’s life was not without it’s challenges. Her husband Bob
was finally able to retire, but almost immediately, he suffered a
debilitating stroke which left him bed ridden for the rest of his
life. Rita became his primary care giver. After his death in
1986, Rita renewed her friendship with Talmedge Wells, a young
man who knew Rita and her husband Bob. Eventually, she and
Talmedge would marry and spend some great years together. In
the end, his health deteriorated and Rita, once again, took on
the role of caregiver for him until his death in 2017. Rita also
had the painful job of burying two of her children, Janet and
Greg.
But there were joyful times as well, especially spending time
with her grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Visits to
Grandma’s house were always a treat. It was a chance, not just
to enjoy her company, but to enjoy some great food at her home
as well.
In the last years of Rita’s life, her health began to deteriorate. With the help of her children she was able to stay at home
where she felt most comfortable. In the end, she was a resident
at Holiday Healthcare Community and finally entered the Hospice
Unit there. The coronavirus pandemic made it difficult for family to visit with her, but they were able to be with her for the
final days of her life before she died on July 1.
We pray now that Rita will once again be united with her husband Bob and Talmedge and her daughter Janet and son Greg
and all her loved ones who have preceded her in death.
REMEMBERING

Roberta Waninger

February 23, 1944 — July 9, 2020
Roberta grew up in Ft. Branch, Indiana
where she was the oldest of four children
born to Silas and Lucile Huelsman, brothers
Richard and Eugene and sister Mary Lou
would follow. From her parents she would
learn to value the importance of family and
the importance of living a life of faith. She
would also learn to value a good education.
She started school at Holy Cross in Ft. Branch and would later
graduate from Memorial High School in 1962. That was quite a
feat since it would mean traveling into Evansville everyday.
Roberta would continue her studies by getting a bachelor's
degree in education from what we now know as USI and later
would get her master’s degree in education at Indiana State
University. Berta would go on to a forty year career as an elementary school teacher in the Evansville area, primarily in
Catholic schools throughout the Diocese of Evansville among
which were Holy Cross in Fr. Branch, Holy Spirit and St. Joseph
in the city of Evansville, our own school of St. Joe, Holy Redeemer Lutheran Day Care, before spending 17 years at St.
Theresa in Evansville and eight years at St. James in Haubstadt
before retiring in 2011. Her devotion to her students left an
indelible mark and she is remembered as a beloved teacher,
colleague, leader and friend.
Teaching was not the only love of Berta’s life. Another central part of her life was a young man from the small town of
Chrisney, Indiana whom she met because they were living in the
same apartment building. That man was Leo Waninger and his
infectious laugh and engaging personality soon won her over and
they were married at St. Benedict Church in Evansville on June
St. Joseph Newsletter 6202 W. Saint Joseph Road, Evansville, IN 47720
August, 2020 Vol. 29, No. 8 Published monthly by St. Joseph Catholic
Parish Deadline: 15th of each month TO SUBMIT ARTICLES Contact the
parish office (812-963-3273) email: gschroeder@evdio.org
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ST. JOSEPH GRADE SCHOOL ALUMNI LIST
For several years we have been working on establishing an
alumni list for St. Joseph Grade School. We have been able to
identify a total of 2,328 alumni, 1,651 who graduated from St.
Joseph Grade School and an additional 677 people who attended St. Joseph during their
grade school years. Although our
school can trace its history to
1874, we have only been able to
find records of students from the
early to mid 1930’s. We have
been able to find addresses for a
number of these people by cross
checking with the alumni list for
Mater Dei High School. We are now trying to get addresses for
the remaining folks. We’ve put a list of names for whom we
need addresses in our June and July issues of The Carpenter
and this has given us updated addresses for a number of other
alumni. Our hope is to publish an alumni newsletter later this
year and send it to all grade school alumni.
28, 1969.
They shared a common passion for teaching. Leo would
spend 34 years teaching at North and Bosse High School in Evansville. Those who knew Leo and Berta could sense the deep love
they had for each other, even through all their passionate convictions. Their love for each other bore fruit in a special way by
bringing into the world two children, a daughter Amy and a son
Eric. With them they would share their deep love for family
rooted in a strong sense of faith.
Berta and Leo moved into a home that was being built on
Fischer Road and from that time they would also become faithful
members of St. Joseph Parish. Through the years, Berta shared
her wisdom as a educator in both the school and religious education programs. She also shared her wisdom as a member of several different parish committees through the years.
Berta and Leo became part of the CFM (Christian Family
Movement) group her in the parish where they became good
friends with many different families. Over the years, as the CFM
group ended, they continued to gather with these same people
for faith sharing evenings. Those evenings would be filled with
laughter, shared wisdom and lots of good food. The people who
came to these faith sharing groups were beneficiaries of Berta’s
considerable skills as a cook. She had a great passion for cooking and her recipes always included a little bit of her “soul.”
Many people in the parish will remember Berta and Leo
teaming up with their friends Joe and Kathy Weber, to teach
ball room dancing to hundreds of couples in the Evansville area.
Berta loved to dance and the sight of her and Leo on the ballroom floor was beautiful to behold.
Berta also had a great passion for keeping the family connected. There are many family memories especially of trips to
the coasts of the North and South Carolina. She loved to gather
sea shells by the sea shore.
Another great passion for Berta was gardening. She had a
green thumb, to be sure, and could make most everything grow.
The evidence was on display at all the different flower gardens
that surrounded her home.
What grounded Berta’s life was her faith. The strong convictions she had as a woman of prayer came out in her teaching and
in the way she became a mother for her two children and later
her grandchildren. This strong center in her life would enable
her to cope with the sudden loss of her husband Leo in October
of 2006. Leo suffered a heart attack on the evening after a Cursillo weekend where Leo had been part of the presenting team.
When it became apparent that the paramedics would not be
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able to revive him, she whispered in his ear, “go with God.”
Berta continued on after Leo’s death, but there would be a
big hole in her heart. In later years, her own health began to
deteriorate and she began to suffer from the ravages of Alzheimer's. For a time, she was a resident at Solarbron, but for
the last few years she has been living at North Willow Senior
Living Community in Indianapolis.
Roberta leaves all of us with an extraordinary legacy of
faith, integrity, and selfless support of others. We are all better people because our paths have crossed. We pray now that
she may enjoy the fullness of God’s life with Leo, her parents
and sister and all the faithful departed.

The St. Joe Haiti Student sponsorship program is in search
of families to sponsor students at St. Jacques elementary
school in Plain du Nord Haiti. Your sponsorship will allow these
young, needy children an opportunity for an education and a
good lunch each day. Your $360 sponsorship is used to fund
tuition, uniforms, and
school supplies for the
children. If you are
interested in being a
sponsor for one of these
children, contact the
Parish Office (812-9633273) and we’ll get the
process started for you.
(Continued from page 1)

teachers and I will be
meeting to prepare for a great year until then!! If you or
someone you know is interested in Sunday Morning Religious
Education or “Family Class,” please contact Jessica Reckelhoff
for more information – jreckelhoff@evdio.org or 812-5981151. Families enrolled last year: I will be contacting you concerning registration the weekend
of August 1-2.
We will be having our Confirmation preparation sessions this fall. I will be in contact with
our current high school sophomores about when
we will begin and how we will meet.
For the foreseeable future we will not be
having Children’s Liturgy of the Word on Sunday mornings. As things change with the number
of people returning to church on Sunday we can
look at this again and make any needed adjustments.
In the past we have
offered several Bible
Study Classes as well as Book Club discussion groups. At this point we will
not be having in person gatherings. We will be offering folks
the opportunity to join in some on-line Bible Study Groups.
We will continue to offer the chance for people to gather
for faith sharing through the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation
for Adults). If you know of people who may be interested in
learning more about our Catholic faith tradition or in joining
our faith community, let us
know and we will begin working
with them. (Jessica Reckelhoff
– jreckelhoff@evdio.org or 812598-1151).
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wash their hands before leaving the classroom at all times espebe rented out to parishioners or the general public for the
cially when heading to recess. Recess will be separated into
foreseeable future. There’s going to be a lot of emphasis on
different areas where each class at recess will be given a desigthe three things that the CDC has talked about all along. Sonated area to play. Each class will also be given specific recess
cial distancing, hand washing, and wearing masks. Fortuequipment to use that is specific to their classroom and only
nately, our class sizes are small
designated for them. After each use, this
enough that the students can soequipment will be disinfected and kept
cially distance from each other in
within the classroom. Social distancing
their classrooms. Most of the stuwill be done as much as possible but
dents in the upper grades will eat
In an effort to keep our school safe as we again cannot be guaranteed during this
lunch in their classrooms. The reopen for face to face learning, we will be lim- time. Classes will rotate each week so
students in the primary grades, iting access to our school building. In that re- that each class receives equal time in
will eat in the cafeteria but will gard, going forward from now, we will NOT BE each designated area.
have plenty of room to spread out RENTING OUR PARISH FACILITIES (gym, cafeteria
Lunch will combine social distancing
and keep a safe distance. We will and meeting room) for the foreseeable future. and the wearing of masks.
Preschool
continue to celebrate mass with For those who have already had booked a rental through 2nd grade will have a lunch period
our students but they will be gath- of our facilities, we will honor those requests.
that will eat in the cafeteria and 3rd
ering in small groups of 2—3
grade through 5th grade will eat in the
classes and be spread out throughcafeteria during a second lunch period.
out the church. Our goal with this plan is that in the beginStudents will also be given an assigned seat within the cafeteria
ning, the school is on very tight restrictions and eventually we
and all cafeteria seating will be social distanced so that students
hope to ease these restrictions, if feasible, as we move
can remove their mask to eat their lunchAll 6th through 8th grade
through the school year.
students will eat in their homeroom. Each class will be desigAnother big element of our plan is cleaning our school. In
nated a specific time so that no crowding occurs.
addition to our current cleaners working eight hours a day
Students will not have access to water fountains and water
cleaning the school, we will also be hiring a part time cleaning
bottle filler stations. Students will be able to bring in a water
person who will focus on cleaning and disinfecting high touch
bottle to use during the day and if they need can pack extra
areas throughout the school—doors, banisters, etc. We have
water bottles for the rest of the day. Water will be offered duralso purchased a disinfectant fogger which will fog each classing lunch and can be bought during primary students’ early milk
room at the end of the day. This fogger purchase was made in
time. All water bottles must be taken home each night to be
part from a grant that we received through the state of Indiwashed and sanitized before being brought back to school.
ana.
No visitors will be allowed within the building unless it is a
To give you an idea of the scope and detail that we have
family emergency or some sort of mechanical breakdown that
gone into to ensure a safe environment for our students and
requires outside help. Any people that do come, will have their
staff, I’ll share with you some of the school procedures we
temperature taken and they will sign in and out to ensure we
have come up.
have documentation of any individual entering the building and
Students arriving in the morning will enter the buildhave a way to track these individuals in the case of a positive
ing as they have always done, but they will be required to
test result.
wear a mask as they enter. The gym will no longer be used
In addition
for morning walking so that we are able to limit the amount of
to our regular
contact students have with one another. Preschool and Precleaning staff who
kindergarten will enter directly through the entrance door to
work eight hours
the preschool/pre-k room.
cleaning
the
The initial temperature check when students enter their
school, we will be
homeroom must be below 100 degrees.
This temperature
hiring a part time
will also be rechecked in the afternoon by the homeroom
cleaning person to
teacher to continue our monitoring of the students’ health. In
disinfect
high
the event that a student does show symptoms of COVID 19, a
traffic areas. The
quarantine space has been set up to keep any possible spread
specific
areas
from occurring while we wait for the specific student’s parent
that this custodian will work on are the bannisters, doorknobs,
or guardian to pick them up.
cafeteria area, bathrooms, and help with fogging areas that are
We have set up our classrooms so that students are six feet
not being used or done being used during the day. These high
apart. At any point where social distancing cannot be guarantouch areas will be disinfected and wiped down at least two to
teed we will require students to put their mask on. Teacher
three times each day to maximize the cleaning of these areas.
will also be social distanced from students and at any point
This custodian will have a set list of areas and will if needed be
this cannot be done they will apply their mask appropriately.
used to aid in the cafeteria cleaning between lunch periods.
Students will be required to wear a mask upon leaving
Classroom fogging will be the key component to keeping our
their classroom to head down for recess. They will sanitize or
classrooms clean and disinfected. Each evening all areas that
students have entered will be fogged with an EPA approved disinfectant. Students will also be wiping down their own work
desk areas to keep their area clean and disinfected at multiple
times throughout the day. Students will use a plastic box with
air holes for ventilation to store their mask during class time.
Additionally, no materials, devices, or manipulatives will be
shared between students. They will be given these materials on
the first day and will only be used by them directly to aid in the
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prevention of spreading germs. Hand sanitizer will be made
readily available at all times in all classrooms and common areas. Throughout the day, students will be washing hands and
using hand sanitizer multiple times to cut down on any spread
of germs or viruses. Again students will always hand sanitize
upon entering or leaving the classroom.
Wearing
a mask will be a
key to our success when we
cannot guarantee
safe social distancing
within
the
building.
Students will be
directed by their
teacher on when
this will occur at
all times but
students must be vigilant that anytime they get up from their
seat to go around other students they will need to apply their
face mask for the safety of their classmates. Teachers will
work on and enforce this at all times of the school day. The
CDC states that face coverings may be challenging for students
but should be worn by students as feasible when social distancing cannot be done effectively. We understand that it will be
difficult for students in the beginning but we will all work as a
team to create the best environment for students. Washing
masks is essential to hygiene and therefore must be taken home
each day to be washed for the following day or students wear a
newly cleaned facemask. Students’ names will also need to be
clearly marked on all facemasks so that students do not mix up
and cross contaminate between each other. For students that
forget a mask, disposable masks will be available but families
will be responsible for supplying their own masks for students
during this school year.
Proper signage will be used throughout the school
building to remind students of disinfecting protocols. The CDC
has provided clear signage for our school to use that outlines
these proper procedures.
Art, Music, Library, and Health will all be taught
within students’ homeroom class and these teachers will move
to each class so that multiple students are not entering their
classroom throughout the day. Physical Education will be the
only specials class that will require students to leave their
homeroom and report to the gym. This is possible only because
within the gym, students are able to social distance from one
another. Students in grades five through eight that would normally change into a PE uniform will not do so until further notice. Social distancing cannot be guaranteed while students
change and will be eliminated for their safety.
Bathrooms are a high traffic
area within schools and need extra attention during this time for
safe social distancing practices.
Students will be wearing a mask
and social distancing within the
bathrooms. Stalls will be limited
to every other in all bathrooms
for continued social distancing.
Sinks will also be limited to every
other in all bathrooms and will
use dots on the floor to represent
where students should wait if
they are next in line to use the sink for hand washing. Student
number limits within the bathroom will also be used when possible and will be limited to six students within the main upstairs
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bathrooms. All other bathrooms will be limited to one individual at a time.
All students must wear a mask during dismissal regardless
of where they are dismissed to. Each class will exit their classroom individually while also social distancing as they walk
down the hallway to exit the building.
Aftercare will continue to be offered for students in preschool through 8th grade. Students attending afterschool care
will be separated in the cafeteria by family and given one table for themselves so that social distancing can be done safely.
Preschool and Prekindergarten students will follow and
apply all protocols listed above appropriately with consideration of age and when feasible. These classrooms will be
spaced out according to social distancing to create more individual center areas for student use. In addition, the use of
acrylic barriers will be used on tables so that students are able
to see and interact with each other while also ensuring their
safety to the best of our abilities. The preschool daycare has
switched room with the current music room to ensure a safe
social distancing among students attending the daycare. This
is to ensure a large enough area to safely spread students out
when feasible. All toys that cannot be easily disinfected such
as dress up toys, cushions, stuffed animals, etc. have been
removed due to not being easily disinfected. All toys will be
disinfected when possible for the safety of students.
Students will attend school within school facilities with
these new safety protocols in
place and an emphasis on social distancing. However, if a
student needs to be quarantined, the school will provide
extended learning. This option
will be used on a short-term
basis only and must be approved by the principal.
In the case that a student
tests positive for COVID 19,
that classroom and any siblings
of the positive tested student
will be quarantined until either
a negative test result can be
presented or a fourteen day quarantine with 72 hours of no
symptoms is achieved. In any case, the local health department as well as the Diocese of Evansville Catholic Schools Office will provide guidance on the appropriate steps to keep all
students safe within the school building.
I know this information is a lot more than you may want to
know but it is still a relatively short list of the areas that we
are changing for the safety of our students and staff. Throughout the beginning of the school year, many parts of these plans
will evolve and change due to issues or areas that we can continue to improve. We are also continually getting new guidance from the Indiana Health Department, CDC, and local authorities on improvements or changes that we must make.
These are set to help us curb this pandemic and the spread of
COVID 19. There is no guarantee due to our lack of control the
school has regarding where students go when they leave the
school building and the germs and viruses they come into contact with from there but this will help us greatly improve our
safety protocols for our school and parish. This year will look
different from anything we have ever seen but as the challenge
arises; we will be there to meet all expectations to the best of
our ability. As long as we continue to bind together to create
this safe space, we hope that we can give our students and
families some sort of normalcy in their lives as we move forward together as one community of St. Joseph Parish and
School.
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activities. All these efforts came to a halt with the closing of
in school learning in March because of the coronavirus pandemic. The faculty and staff began working with the students
from pre-school through eighth grade in virtual learning opportunities through on-line capabilities. This required a considerable amount of extra effort not
only on the part of the faculty,
but on the parents and the students themselves.
The good
thing is that lots of people became very creative in how to
teach and how to learn, including
such things as virtual prayer
times and a virtual field day
celebration. We were fortunate
to have the support of parents
and access to internet services so we made the best of a difficult situation. On July 15, we celebrated the graduation of our
eight graders. Because of no in-person gatherings, many events
which students and staff looked forward to, had to be cancelled.
Our school faculty and staff are now working on a plan to
begin school in August. Things will look different as we try to
do this in person while also trying to keep things as safe as possible. Essentially students are going to be in self-contained
classrooms and will spend the day with only their classmates. A
special task force has been set up to establish new procedures
for conducting classes and for lunch and recess procedures.
Special emphasis is being placed on proper social distancing
within each classroom and during recess, PE, lunch times,
prayer times and any other times that would take them out of
their classrooms. We are also working on procedures for cleaning desks and materials in the classroom and providing students
with opportunities to frequently wash and sanitize their hands.
We’re purchasing a special fogging machine to sanitize each
classroom on a regular basis. Essentially the school will be on
lockdown with very
WELCOME EMILY PAUL
limited accesses for
We welcome our new Seventh Grade parents and visitors.
homeroom and Middle School Science Consequently
we
teacher Emily Paul. She grew up in New- will not be renting
burgh and went to St.
out the gym, cafeteJohn
the
Baptist
ria or meeting room
church and school
to outside groups for
then graduated from
the foreseeable fuCastle High School.
ture.
She was involved in
PARISH
activities like band
OUTREACH
and 4H during high
Our parish has a
school and was an
long history of paalter server at the
rishioners
being
church during middle
involved in a wide
school and high school. She went to colvariety of outreach
lege at Purdue University and majored in
efforts in our area.
Biology Education. There she worked in
We have several
an Entomology (insect) lab. She was also
folks who are part
involved with teaching religious educaof build teams for
tion at St. Thomas Aquinas Church, the
Habitat.
We also
campus parish. She was also in a club
have a number of
where she met students from different
people who regular
countries that were also majoring in sciwork at the St. Vinence. She enjoys writing, drawing, makcent DePaul Food
ing crafts, and listening to music in my
Pantry and who
free time. And of course she is excited to
work at the St. Vinbe teaching at St. Joe!
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ST. JOE CEMETERY
The cemetery board had its annual meeting in January. A Financial Report for the period of January 1, 2019 thru December
31, 2019 showed an income of $11,725 from the sale of grave
lots. Expenses for the year, primarily related to lawn mowing
expenses were $1,792.73. As of December 31, 2019, the cemetery reserve fund had a balance of $32,223.82. As of the end of
December, 2019, The three endowments for the cemetery had a
combined value of $145,985.98 as of December 31, 2019 and
$18,020.59 available for use for the needs of our cemetery.
A single grave lots for parishioners costs $700. A two grave
lot cots $1,400. Costs for grave lots for former parishioners are
$1,400 for a single lot
and $2,400 for a two
grave lot.
Board members
agreed that in lieu of
putting up a monument, people can put
a marker flush with
the round. But the
marker needs to be
put on a foundation
which will prevent it
from rising and falling with frozen ground. Because of a growing
interest in cremation, board members approved a policy allowing
couples to buy a single lot in which cremains for each person can
be buried. Two additional family members can be buried on this
same lot with each person paying ½ the cost of a single lot.
Fran Happe is resigning as a member of the cemetery board
due to health issues. The board unanimously agreed to the appointment of Jerry Happe as his replacement
cent DePaul call center that helps people needing assistance
with rent, food, medicine and other needs. In our parish, we
use the money contributed to our parish Needy Fund, to assists
people in our parish area. People have continued to support a
wide variety of needs through our
various special collections each
month and have continued to support the work of the Mary Mother of
God Mission Society in Vladivostok,
Russia, where Fr. Myron Effing, a
son of our parish, continues his
work.
Our work with our brothers and
sisters in Haiti has continued with
our student sponsorship programs
which have enabled several hundred children to attend grade
school, high school, and college
classes. We continued to provide
money for a noon meal for our students as well as supporting several micro finance projects.
We’ve put new energy into the sewing program, teaching people
how to make and sell clothes in the community. We undertook a
major fund raising campaign to provide the community with a
reliable source for electricity by building a solar system. We’ve
also been working to build and equip a computer lab for the students in our grade school and high school. These projects are
still underway. Like a lot of us here, the folks in Haiti have been
affected by the coronavirus pandemic as well. While we have
been able to bring major resources and lots of money to bear on
the situation in our country, Haiti has little resources to deal
with this pandemic. The biggest concern is access to food. Because of the pandemic, two mission groups who were scheduled
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CARPENTER SOCIETY
From very humble beginnings in 1995 with the establishment of one endowment that had a value of $5,711, we now
have grown to 29 different endowments with a combined value
this year of $840,754. The twenty-nine endowments of our
Carpenter Society are held in trust and managed by the Catholic Foundation of Southwestern Indiana.
They are among the over six hundred
endowments managed by the Catholic
Foundation. These endowments come
from the parishes, schools, cemeteries
and other organizations of the parishes
in the Catholic Diocese of Evansville
In 2019, a total of 35,544.54 was
contributed to the twenty–nine endowments in the Carpenter Society. A
small portion of this money came from
the settlement of a class action suit
related to one of the investments in
the Catholic Foundation Portfolio. The
total value of our endowments as of
December 31, 2019 is $840,754.27.
This is an increase of $162,538 from the
previous year which represents a 24% increase.
For 2019 we have $31,896.09 available for distribution to
the various areas of the parish endowed by the individual endowments. Currently we also have $172,529.83 available in
unrestricted accounts to be used as determined by the particular endowment.
Now we are in the midst of a coronavirus pandemic which
is having a big impact on the financial health of our parish. It
was just for such times that the Carpenter Society was established. Now we are able to use the money generated from our
endowments to help families in school, whose jobs have been
impacted by this pandemic, to pay for book and supply fees and
tuition payments which they would not otherwise have been
able to do. Endowment money is being used to pay for the
upkeep on our cemetery thus freeing up money we would have
had to spend on this. Now it can now be used to pay for salaries and utilities. And because of our endowments, we are able
to respond to requests for assistance with rent and utility payments from folks in our area. And we are able to provide
money for our friends in Haiti so that they can have food to eat
and schools to attend.
to travel to Haiti were not able to do so. We have been in touch
with our friends in Haiti and have been sending money to use for
food to families especially in need. One of our parishioners,
Chad Martin and his son, CJ have been working with Dr. Leo, a
member of the community in Plaine du Nord to revitalize his fish
farm where he had grown tilapia as a food source for the people. When the earthquake struck several years ago, his concrete
fish tanks were partially destroyed. Chad and his son set up a
fund raiser entitled CJ’s Haiti Fish Farm Project, and have raised
enough money to repair the fish tanks and buy a stock of fish
and fish food so the fish farm is back in operation. We’re going
to be able to use some of the fish from this fish farm as part of
the food we serve to the grade school and high school kids in our
parish.

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS
Our parish groups, Altar Society, Knights of St. John, Men’s
Club, PTO, Athletic Committee were all working hard for the
first nine months of the year. All of them have been affected by
the coronavirus pandemic. Going forward, their ability to meet
and their ability to conduct the normal fund raisers they have
been involved with in the past is likely to be somewhat up in the
air because of the safety concerns related to the coronavirus
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pandemic. All in all, they have been functioning as well as can
be expected considering the circumstances we are in right now.

PARISH MAINTENANCE
For many many years, we have relied upon the skills of individual people to take care of a lot of the maintenance needs in
our parish. We’ve been blessed to have folks who have come
forward to offer their help for these projects. This has resulted
in a considerable amount of monetary savings for our parish.
Since we essentially break even each year in terms of parish finances, the efforts put forward by these individuals can’t be
easily dismissed. Chief among these efforts is our weekly mowing crews. But it goes beyond this: fixing a leaky faucet, repairing a broken light fixture, getting the panic hardware on exterior
doors working properly, keeping the roof drains in the school free
of debris, checking emergency exit lights, keeping the water
treatment plant sand filter clean of debris and weeds, filling in
washed out areas throughout the parish campus, doing continual
maintenance work on PA systems in school and church, as well as
routine maintenance on such things as our electronic sign. This
list in endless and so much of this work goes unnoticed by most
people in the parish. This past year, we installed new efis insulation on the exterior of the school and gym and we are also replacing the screens on the school windows on the south side of
the building. Lots of balls get thrown against the school building
which has demolished many of the aluminum screens on these
windows.

PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT
For most people in the parish, parish financial reports are
often difficult to wrap their head around. We have a report that
is eleven pages long which will give details about where money
was received for the year and where it was spent. But, again,
(Continued on page 8)

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:
For the first three fourths of this past year, all of our religious education efforts were in full swing. Confirmation preparation programs began in the fall and culminated with the celebration of Sacrament of Confirmation on January 11th with
Bishop Siegel. Sunday morning religious education sessions for
our parishioners who were attending public schools began in
August. Children’s Liturgy of the Word sessions during the 8 am
and 10:30 masses on Sunday were also begun in August.
Through the year, sacramental preparation programs were begun for First Reconciliation and First Communion. We celebrated First Reconciliation on March 11. We also began our
faith sharing sessions through the RCIA program in September.
Throughout the fall and winter several groups gathered for Bible Study Sessions and Book Study sessions.
When the coronavirus pandemic struck in March, it put all
these program on hold. We were still able to continue our
preparation programs for our RCIA candidates and our First
Communion Students, using zoom classes and other on-line resources. On June 28, Beth Stoltz, Madison Zeller and Carrie
House were received into full communion in the Catholic Faith.
On July 8, we celebrated First Communion. Now we have begun to make preparations for this coming year. Understandable, many things are up in the air with the coronavirus pandemic continuing. Jessica Reckelhoff, our DRE has been in
touch with families to determine the best way forward. In her
report to the families in the
religious education program,
she told them, “I look forward
to the coming year of Family
Class. We will make things
work and we will be safe.”
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INCOME
COLLECTION/GRADE SCHOOL TUITION
OTHER ORDINARY INCOME
Rummage Sale, Bulletin/Newsletter Ads,
Summer Social, Fish Fry, Interest Income,
Lottery, Rental, & Miscellaneous
SCHOOL INCOME
Book Fees, Technology Fees, Non Parish Tuition,
Pre-School Fees, After School Care Fees,
WSNC grants, Tuition Vouchers, Lunch Program
other miscellaneous income
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION INCOME
TOTAL INCOME

CATHOLIC PARISHES CAMPAIGN (CPC) 2019
$965.461.85

$195,922.27

$439,220.66

$1,985.06
$1,602,590.74

$195.359.84

CHURCH AND WORSHIP

$8,001.36

PARISH OFFICE AND
RELATED EXPENSES

$43,915.02

PARISH BUILDING AND
GROUND MAINTENANCE

$34,192.96

MATER DEI HIGH SCHOOL

$95,486.90

ST. JOE SCHOOL EXPENSES
Salaries and Benefits, Classroom/Curriculum,
Pre-School, School Lunch Program, Day Care,
Building Maintenance
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
TOTAL EXPENSES
(Continued from page 7)

$120,000.00

TOTAL PLEDGED

$115,039.00

MISSION OUTREACH DISTRIBUTIONS 2019-2020

EXPENSES
PARISH STAFF
SALARIES AND BENEFITS

CPC GOAL

$1,152,509.91
$37,644.71
$1,567,110.70

people’s eyes can glaze over pretty quickly when trying to forge
through this report. So, here are a few highlights that may help
to make the financial status of our parish more understandable.
We ended the year in the black which means, that after
we took in all the money we did and paid all the bills we had,
we had a little money left over. Put another way, our total
parish income was $1,602,590.74 and our total parish expenses
were $1,567,110.70. We had $35,480.04 left over at the end
which may sound like a lot, but in the context of our total income that’s about 2% left over. Our income for the year was
$42,350.26 below our budgeted needs. Put another way, we
hoped to raise $1 and we actually raised 98¢. Our actual expenses for the year were $1,567,110.70 and our budgeted expenses were $1,644,941.00 a difference of $77,830.30. Put
another way, we thought we would spend $1 and we actually

Fund for the Needy and
Other Special Collections

$6,315.00

Vladivostok Missions

$2,958.00

Haiti Monthly Support

$8,612.00

Haiti School Education

$71,640.00

Haiti Special Projects

$1,926.00

Haiti Water Project

$920.00

Haiti Food Fund

$15,030.00

Haiti Higher Education

$50,732.00

Haiti Sewing Hope

$5447.00

Haiti Fish Farm

$15,120.00

Monthly Personnel Stipends

$6,600.00

Mission Trip Expenses

$33,285.00

EXTRAORDINARY EXPENSES 2019-2020
CHURCH
CAMERAS AND VIDEOTAPING EQUIPMENT
FOR RECORDING MASS

$9,587.52

SCHOOL
EFIS INSULATION $49,410.00
KITCHEN CABINET $1,396.55
WIRELESS INTERNET UPGRADE $6,487.23

$57,293.78

spent 96¢. So when all was said and done we had 2¢ left over.
It’s always good to come out on the plus side, but essentially,
we broke even for the year. Considering all that has happened
this year with the coronavirus pandemic, that’s not too bad.
There has been a lot of concern about how the coronavirus pandemic has affected our weekly collections, given the
fact that we did not have mass for several months and even
lately have only had a few people come to mass. For the year
our collection totals were $6,704.31 below our totals for the
previous year. At the same time, our collection totals were
$144,407 below what we budgeted. So, if all this is true, then
how is it that we ended up in the black for the year?. Well,
when we prepare our budget, we tend to be very conservative
when estimating our sources of income. On the other hand,
when we estimate our expenses we tend to be more liberal. In
the end what we hope is that we will take in more money than
we budgeted and we won’t spend as much money as we
thought we would.
(Continued on page 12)
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As we continue to navigate through this coronavirus pandemic, the liturgical ministers we need for
our weekend masses is limited to our lectors and, when the need a rises, one Eucharistic minister.
We have printed this schedule in case things move back to our normal routine.
DATE

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

Saturday
August 15, 2020
5 PM

Lee Askins
Peter and Jodi Fehrenbacher
Mary Loehrlein Carolyn Hutchison

Sunday
August 16, 2020
8 AM

Al Debes Sarah Duncan
Tom and Dolores Folz
Jalane Weber

Sunday
August 16, 2020
10:30 AM

Diane Bassemier Darlene Appler
Danielle Schmitt
Tricia Gerteisen Doris Taylor

Saturday
August 22, 2020
5 PM

Chuck Jansen Brandon Werner
Natalie Schneider
Ron and Margaret Angermeier

Sunday
August 23, 2020
8 AM

Imogene Baehl Michael Elpers
Randy and Kathy Fehrenbacher
Chick Duncan

Sunday
August 23, 2020
10:30 AM

Addison Elpers Tricia Gertiesen
Sally Kempf Cecelia Koch
Joe Crowdus

Saturday
August 29, 2020
5 PM

Donald Werner
Lee and Toni Askins
Bob and Mary Kay Fehrenbacher

Sunday
August 30, 2020
8 AM

Jean Duncan
Bryan and Ann Craney
Marcia Frey Terry Drone

Sunday
August 30,, 2020
10:30 AM

Kitty Deig Paul Hillenbrand
Amy Cody Jena Wessel
Jason Gertiesen

Saturday
September 5, 2020
5 PM

LECTOR

SERVER

GIFT BEARERS

Sis Jarboe

Patrick McDonald

Fred and Judy Gries

Tom Blythe

Conner Frey
Kylie Frey

Larry and Henrietta Happe

Dolores Schroeder

Bernette Locklar

Dennis Niemeier

Mandy Elpers

Mike Reffett

Ashley and
Gabe Jung

Jim and Jane Scheller

Patrick McDonald

Don and Alice Weis

Parker Baumeyer

Tom and Donna Blythe

Troy
Gerteisen

Randy and Darlene Appler

Louis & Lexa Meredith

John and Jane Luigs

Terry Drone

Ben Gries and Ian Simmons

Shane Wessel

Katelyn and Zach Bishop

Donna Niemeier
Eric and Karen McDonald
Butch and Linda Feulner

Toni Askins

Devin Feulner

Lee and Toni Askins

Sunday
September 6, 2020
8 AM

Rodney and Paula Baehl
Sr. Marie Therese
Dave and Betty Fehrenbacher

Donna Blankenberger

Addy Wilkinson
Madelynn Manger

Dave and Sandy Schmitt

Sunday
September 6, 2020
10:30 AM

Rachel Schnaus Jason Gerteisen
Becky Dosher Shane Wessel
Steve Jung

Jessica Reckelhoff

Kurt Forcum
Parker Warren

Kevin Hartz Family

Saturday
September 12 , 2020
5 PM

Lee Askins
Peter and Jodi Fehrenbacher
Mary Loehrlein Carolyn Hutchison

Sis Jarboe

Patrick McDonald

Fred and Judy Gries

Sunday
September 13, 2020
8 AM

Al Debes Sarah Duncan
Tom and Dolores Folz
Jalane Weber

Tom Blythe

Conner Frey
Kylie Frey

Larry and Henrietta Happe

Sunday
September 13, 2020
10:30 AM

Diane Bassemier Darlene Appler
Danielle Schmitt
Tricia Gerteisen Doris Taylor

Dolores Schroeder

Ashley and
Gabe Jung

Dan and Mary Ruth Lasher

Mike Forcum Family

Jim and Jane Scheller
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AUGUST 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
4-4:40 pm
5 pm Mass
HAITI and
Food Pantry
COLLECTION

2

8 & 10:30
Masses
Food Pantry &
Haiti Collection

3

7 am-7 pm
Eucharistic
Adoration

4

5 7:30 am Mass 6
7:30 am Mass

6:30 pm Mass

NO MASS

FIRST DAY OF
SCHOOL
AT ST JOE

7

7:30 AM Mass

Communion to
the Homebound

Parish Staff
Meeting 12 Noon

9

8 & 10:30
Masses
Food Pantry
Collection

10

7 am-7 pm
Eucharistic
Adoration

11

7:30 am Mass

6:30 pm Mass

14

No Mass

7:30 Mass

Haiti Ministry
Meeting
6:30 pm

Communion to
the Homebound

8 & 10:30
Masses

Food Pantry
Collection

23

8 & 10:30
Masses

Food Pantry
Collection

17

7 am-7 pm
Eucharistic
Adoration

& 10:30
Masses
Food Pantry
Collection
SPECIAL
COLLECTION
MARY MOTHER OF
GOD PARISH
VLADIVOSTOK

Mass 7:30 am

24

7 am-7 pm
Eucharistic
Adoration

317 am-7 pm
Eucharistic
Adoration

6:30 pm Mass

19

Mass 7:30 am

20

NO MASS

Parish Staff
Meeting 12 Noon

6:30 pm Mass
Men’s Club
Meeting 7 pm

6:30 pm Mass

30

18

5 pm Mass

15

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
4pm
5 pm Mass
Food Pantry
Collection

7 pm Knights
of St. John

16

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
4-4:40 pm

Food Pantry
Collection

127:30 am Mass 13
Parish Staff
Meeting 12 Noon

8

21

7:30 am
School Mass

Communion to
the Homebound

22

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
4pm
5 pm Mass
Food Pantry
Collection

25

Mass 7:30 am

26

Mass 7:30
am

Parish Staff
Meeting 12 Noon

27

NO MASS

28

7:30 am
Mass

Communion
to the
Homebound

29

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
4pm
5 pm Mass
Food Pantry
Collection
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St. Joseph Catholic Church
Vanderburgh County
6202 West Saint Joseph Road
Evansville, IN 47720
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PAID
Permit No. 3002
Evansville, IN 47708

OFFICE: 812-963-3273 PRAYER CHAIN: 812-963-3149
SCHOOL: 812-963-3335 Fax: 812-963-3337

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY 5 PM
SUNDAY 8 AM & 10:30 AM
Fr. Gene Schroeder—Pastor
E-mail gschroeder@evdio.org

Ms. Kristan Gilles—Director of Liturgy
E-mail kgilles@evdio.org
Mr. Nathan Winstead—Principal
E-mail nwinstead@evdio.org

Mrs. Julie Kempf—Secretary
E-mail jkempf@evdio.org

Mrs. Jessica Reckelhoff
E-mail jreckelhoff@evdio.org

Religious Education Coordinator

(Continued from page 8)

A look at our financial report reveals that 70% of our
money, ($1,177,741) is spent on salaries and benefits for our
teachers, and parish staff, less than 1% ($8,001) about 2%
($29,156) is spent on various aspects of running the parish office, about 9% ($133,549) is spent on building maintenance,
utilities and insurance, .002% ($4,688) is spent on Religious
Education Programs, 6% ((95,486) is spent in support of Mater
Dei High School and 12% ($182.795) is spent on expenses related to the operation of our school program.
A note about our Catholic Parishes Campaign. One of the
expenses we have always had as a parish is providing our share
of the money needed to operate our diocese. For many years,
this amount was listed as “diocesan assessment). Almost forty
years, ago, we began conducting an annual campaign to raise
this money and to raise awareness that we are providing the
money needed to operate the diocese. This campaign has
come to be known as the CPC (Catholic Parishes Campaign).
For many years, our parish has established a CPC goal that generated enough money to pay our diocesan assessment. Because we did so well, we actually received money back from

this campaign that was over and above the amount of our diocesan assessment. For the last several years, we have not met our
CPC goal and subsequently have had to pay an additional amount
to cover our diocesan assessment. Fortunately we have been
able to use money that we had collected from previous year’s
CPC campaigns when we exceeded our goal. Last year we had to
pay $6,093.51 to cover our entire diocesan assessment. For this
next year, since we fell $5000 short of our CPC goal last year,
we will have to pay this amount as well as any pledges that people have made that were not paid. We usually collect about 96%
of pledged amounts to the CPC.
We are able to operate our parish in the black financially in
large part because we have a very dedicated parish and school
staff that has learned how to get the most from the money we
receive. Our staff is pretty bare bones and most of these people
wear several different hats when it comes to job descriptions. It
is these efforts that have enabled our parish to break even each
year. While our collection income has gone up in previous years
(although it did not go up this year), the increase has not been
very substantial. So you can see how important all the efforts
made by members of our staff are for our parish.

