
IT STARTS SMALL 
Fr.. Gene Schroeder 

PASTOR 
 
    It’s a simple thing really.  We’ve been doing 
it for years.  Each year we partner each of the 
students in our school with another older per-
son in our parish.  We call them “prayer part-
ners.”  The idea is for our students to take the 

time to pray for their partners and for their partners, in return, 
to pray for them.  Throughout the year, our students try to en-
gage their prayer partners by writing letters to them.   That can 
be a real challenge for children.  What do they write about?  
How do they develop a desire to be interested in what is hap-
pening in another person’s life?  And it can be challenging for 
our older parishioners to decipher what our young children 
sometimes write! 

     I have a reputation among our 
students for asking them “who is 
your prayer partner?”  Most of them 
can respond to this, but they are 
not too excited about the next 
question:  “What do you know 
about this person?”  I’m sure they 
are wondering—Why are you bug-
ging me about this?  Well I think  
it’s pretty  important to give people 
the chance to make room in their 

life for other people.  Saint Mother Teresa often told others that 
“unless life is  lived for others, it is not worth living.”   If we are 
going to live our lives for others, we need to make room in our 
life for them.  And making room in our life for others can begin 
with simple curiosity.  Who are you?  What are the things that 
are important to you?  Tell me about the story of your life.  
These are really very simple questions, but they reflect an atti-
tude that says “I care about you and I am interested in what is 
happening in your life.” 
      I’d like to think we all possess this kind of curiosity, but 
more often than not, most of us are really  very shy or at least 
reluctant to ask such questions.  Maybe it’s because we think it 
is prying into someone else’s life and we don’t have the right to 
do that.  Actually what I have found over the years, is that when 
you do start to ask people questions that reflect an “I am inter-
ested in you attitude”, people are quite willing to share and are 

even eager to do so.   
     Now if it is a big challenge 
to get adults to have a curios-
ity about others, you can imag-
ine how hard it is for young 
children to do so.  But this is 
the opportunity that being 
prayer partners offers.  And we 
give our students a chance to 
do that in a pretty safe envi-
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READY TO BEGIN 
 A NEW YEAR 

Mr. Nathan Winstead 

PRINCIPAL 
     Our teachers and staff have been hard 
at work preparing for the opening of the 
school year, August 11.  Just recently, 
seven members of our teaching staff at-
tended a seminar at the Ron Clack Academy 
in Atlanta.  Returning hoe, they were filled and enthusiasm 
and excited to put the things they learned into practice.   

   As we enter the new 
year, our Diocesan 
School Office has issued 
new guidelines related 
to the covid-19 pan-
demic, that will allow us 
to operate pretty much 
normally.  That’s quite a 
relief for all concerned—
students, faculty, staff 
and parents.  As always 
we will continue to work 
to create an school envi-

ronment that  is safe for all concerned as well as one that en-
courages learning on all levels.   

      We’ve had a number of 
changes in our faculty and staff.  
We happy to welcome Devyn Haas 
as our new music teacher.  Devyn 
is a graduate of the University of 
Evansville.  We’re also happy to 
welcome Mary Gries as our new 

school secretary.  We look forward to getting to 
know both of them as they share their special gifts with us.   

 

   The Altar Society is offering you the opportu-
nity to join in support their work by buying tick-
ets to this special quilt raffle.  5 quilts and 2 
afghans will be given away on Sunday, September 12.  Look 
for tickets in the mail or get them from any Altar Society 
Member. 
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SUNDAY MORNING RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
      Our Sunday Morning Religious Education or “Family 

Class” will begin on Septem-
ber 12th at 9:00 am.  This 
program is a family oriented 
program based on the teach-
ings of the Catholic Faith that 
will help parents and children 
grow in faith together.  We 

will meet three Sundays a month for instruction and service.  
Classes are for students in grades K-12 and for adult parents.  
Contact Jessica Reckelhoff to register.  Registration will take 
place on Sunday, August 8th from 8 am – 1:00 pm 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 
    After a year’s hiatus, we are once 

again ready to offer  Children's Liturgy of 
the Word during the 8 and 10:30 Masses 

on Sunday morning.  
Each Sunday, begin-
ning on September 
19th,  the young children (ages four 
through first grade) are invited to meet 
with a catechist to share the Sunday  
readings   
from Scripture  
at their 
level. We 
are look- 

ing for a few more teachers 
to help once a month; if you  
feel called to help with this ministry, 
please  contact Jessica Reckelhoff.  
 

WOMEN’S BOOK STUDY GROUP 
    This year we will be reading and discuss-
ing  Melanie Rigney’s book  Blessed Are 
You. We will have three discussion gath-
erings at St. Joe Inn; September 2nd , 
September 30thh, and November 4th all 
at 6:00 pm.    Contact Jessica Reckelhoff 
to order a copy.  If you aren’t interested in 
the meetings, but still want the book, just 
let me know and I can order one for you! 
 

THAT MAN IS YOU 
     Men, mark your calendars.  That 
Man Is You! begins this September.  
That Man Is You!  combines scrip-
ture, solid secular research, and a 
little fun to address the pressures 
and temptations facing men in our 
modern culture.  It seeks to form 
authentic leaders who will be capa-
ble of transforming homes and soci-
ety.  See the parish bulletin for more 
information in the coming weeks, or 

contact Jessica Reckelhoff if 
you are interested in being 
part of the planning and lead-
ing team! 
 
 

BIBLE STUDY GATHERING 
       T h i s 
year we 
are offer-
ing pa-
rishioners 
a chance 
to be a 
part of a 
B i b l e 
S t u d y 
g r o u p .  
We will 
be study-

ing Jesus, the Way, the Truth, the Life  beginning on Wednes-
day, September 8th and continuing for ten weeks; ending on 
Wednesday, November 10th.  “Jesus:  
      The Way, the Truth, and the Life is a new and fresh look at 
Jesus—who he is, what he is really like, what he taught, and 
what he did for our salvation. This encounter with Christ will 
inspire and empower you to center your entire life on him as you 
come to know and love him in an ever-deeper and more intimate 
way.” Contact Jessica Reckelhoff to register and order a work-
book. 
 

RCIA (FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN BECOMING  
CATHOLIC.  ALSO OPEN TO THOSE WANTING TO  

 LEARN MORE ABOUT THE CATHOLIC FAITH TRADITION  
What am I looking for?     
How can I become part 

 of something bigger than myself?      
What is the meaning  of my life?   
 How can I be a better person?      

Does God have something 
 to  say to me?    

What is the right path 
 for me in life? 

How can I make a   
difference  in this world? 
What can I do about the  

loneliness I feel?     
How can I come to know God’s love? 

          If you are asking these questions or questions like them, 
or think you may be interested… join us.  We meet on Sundays 
(beginning September 19h)  in the meeting room from 9-10 
am.  If you know of someone who might be interested, let us 
know! No commitment required to begin.  For more information 

you can call/text  Jessica Reckelhoff          
 

ADVENT MINI RETREAT 
       Prepare your heart and mind 
for Christ’s birth with a mini re-
treat this Advent.  Saturday, No-
vember 4th from 1:00-5:00 pm at 
St. Joe Church.   Adoration, reflec-
tive music, rosary, confession, and 
silent prayer.  What a great way to enter 
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into the busy Advent season.  If you cannot attend the whole 
afternoon, you are welcome to come and pray for as long as you 
can.  Contact Jessica Reckelhoff for information and/or to regis-
ter.   
 

JOIN US FOR SOULCORE:   PRAYER and EXERCISE 
       Soul Core Rosary First Saturdays beginning in September at 

7:00 am.  Core strength-
ening exercise alongside 
the rosary!  Bring an exer-
cise mat and a bottle of 

w a - ter.  Meet on the school 
playground, or, if the weather is unfavorable, we will be in the 

school gym.  Contact Jessica Reckelhoff if you are interested. 

 
CONFIRMATION 

       Students entering their sophomore 
year of high school can begin attending 
Confirmation Classes leading up to the 
Rite of Confirmation on February 5, 
2022.  There will be a parent meeting 
on Sunday, August 22 9:00-9:45 in the 
St. Joe School meeting room.  Class 
information will be discussed at this 
meeting.  Please contact Jessica 
Reckelhoff if you have any questions.   

 

MAKE A CURSILLO WEEKEND 
        Cursillo is a lay movement for spiritual life within the 
Church to make the world more Christ-like.  The method of the 
movement is to form small groups of Christians who meet in a 
friendship group to share their lives as Christians.  A four-day 
encounter  is a part of the movement that prepares the Christian 
to live out his or her faith.  There are two Cursillo weekends for 

Men and Women coming up.    
MEN’S WEEKEND  SEPTEMBER 9-12 

“God will provide for all that we need”  
WOMEN’S WEEKEND OCTOBER 21-24 

“Like a Shepherd”  
       They are held in the spring and fall each 
year at the Sarto Retreat House and last from 

Thursday evening through Sunday evening.    St. Joseph is blessed 
to have a large number of individuals and married couples who 
have made a Cursillo weekend.  They are happy to share their 
experiences with you.   Call the Parish Office (812-963-3273) for 
more information. 
 

TEC (TEENS ENCOUNTER CHRIST) WEEKEND 
    TEC weekends have begun again.  TEC is a 
three-day retreat experience for High School 
Juniors through age 21.   It is an opportunity to 
make new friends, experience your faith in a 
different way, and have some fun.  Find out what 
everyone is talking about.  Contact Jessica 
Reckelhoff or anyone who has made a TEC 
weekend. 
 

RETREAT OPPORTUNITIES 
     There are many occasions for individual and couples’ retreats 
through the parish.  Individuals coordinate some and others are 
coordinated through the Parish.  There are several retreat cen-
ters in our area that schedule retreats for groups and individuals.  
Among them are St. Meinrad Archabbey (www.saintmeinrad.org/
retreats); Sisters of St Benedict at Ferdinand 
(www.thedome.org/spiritual-enrichment); the St. Louis Jesuit 

Retreat Center (www.whretreat.org)  and the Sisters of 
Providence in Terre Haute (spsmw.org/spirituality-prayer).  
Check out any of these websites for  more information.   

 
ON-LINE RESOURCES 

st.joeco.org/on-line resources 
        Our parish website contains an incredible amount of 
information for people to access.  You can, of course, access 
our parish website through your desktop or laptop computer.   
But more and more, people access information from websites 
through their smart phone.  And our website is designed to 
work well with smart phones.  Here’s some things you can 
find our parish website.   
     You can find information about Pope Francis.  A simple 

click on our website and you 
can listen to the sermons he 
gives each morning.  You can 
also access the 

official website of the Vatican where you can 
read the talks and letters Pope Francis gives 
including his weekly audiences.  You can also 
be a part of  Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Net-
work.   
       You can pray the rosary,  have access to 
reflections on the readings at Mass each Sun-

day through the Word Among Us 
and First Impressions from Fr. Jude 
Siciliano.  
     You can 

also access FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 
where you 
will find 
information about dating and being 

engaged, married life and family life and parenting.   
     You also have the chance to access 
American Catholic Radio, a Franciscan 
Media ministry.  There you will find 
daily meditations, saint of the day re-
flections as well as resources for chil-
dren and family.   
         You can also find reflections from Fr. Ron Rohl-

heiser, Philip Gulley, Sr. 
Joan Chittister, and Fr. 
Richard Rohr.  Through 

such invitations as “Monasteries of the Heart,” an online 
movement sharing Benedictine Spirituality with contempo-
rary seekers,  the Center for Action and Contemplation With 
each of these you will have the access to weekly and daily 
meditations, reflections on scrip-
ture readings, various online re-
treats, study groups, and semi-
nars and various podcasts on dif-
ferent subjects relating to our 
spiritual journey.     
       You can also access On Being, a Peabody Award-winning 
public radio show and podcast. What does it mean to be hu-

man? How do we want to live? And who will we 
be to each other? Each week a new discovery 
about the immensity of our lives. It is hosted 
by Krista Tippett.  
      All this is a kind of  spiritual smorgasbord. 
We are all at different places on our spiritual 

journey.   There are things listed here  that will appeal to 
some folks and not to others.  But there is sure to be some-
thing for everyone here.  Check it out:  stjoeco.org/on-line 
resources 

https://onbeing.org/our-story/krista-tippett/
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twenty-two of our young men and women.    
Fifteen young children and three adults were 
baptized,  four couples were married and we 

celebrated the lives of   sixteen people with the funeral Mass of 
the Lord’s Resurrection.   
      Jessica Reckelhoff, our Director of Religious Education gave 
the children at-
tending public 
schools and chance 
to grow in their 
faith through our 
Sunday Morning 
Family Religious 
Education Program.  
Along with differ-
ent catechists, she 
helped to prepare our young people for First Reconciliation and 
First Communion and Confirmation.  She also worked to provide 
online opportunities for people to be a part of bible study groups 
as well as book study groups.  We continued to provide a wide 
variety of on-line opportunities for people to attend retreats, 
listen to various podcasts and listen to daily and weekly reflec-
tions on our daily Christian life.   
      Mr. Nathan Winstead and the members of our school faculty 

and staff worked incredibly hard 
to ensure that our children could 
attend school in person this past 
year.  Making this happen required 
countless modifications to our nor-
mal way of doing school, as well as 
a willingness on the part of faculty 
and staff to do whatever was nec-
essary to make things work.  That 
was not an easy task especially in 
light of various covid restrictions, 

mask wearing, quarantining of different teachers and students 
throughout the year.  The fact that, from the outside, things 
looked like they ran smoothly everyday is a credit to the great 
dedication of the faculty and staff.  It is also a credit to the stu-
dents in our school without whose cooperation we would not 
have been able to do all that we did this past year.  We could say 
much the same about the efforts being made by the faculty, staff 
and students at Mater Dei High School where the majority of our 
high school students attend. 
      Our various parish organi-
zations—School PTO and Ath-
letic Committee, Men’s Club, 
Altar Society, Knights of St. 
John and Senior Citizens all 
continued to operate as best 
they could.  For many of these 
groups, the ability to meet for 
food and fellowship was 
greatly limited.  A year like 
we had reminds us just how 
vital and life giving these opportunities are.   
    Despite these limitations, each of these groups continued to  
do their work as best they could.  The PTO and Athletic Commit-
tee continued to provide money and personnel resources to assist 
the teachers and students in our school.  The Altar Society con-
tinued to provide money for the bread and wine, missalettes, 
candles,  and other items used at Mass.  The Men’s Club, through 
their yearly burgoo and sausage fundraisers, provided the money 
needed to install a new walk-in cooler in our school kitchen.  In 
addition, members of each organization also stepped forward to 
take care of a wide variety of things that are integral to the daily 

     This past year, the 180th year in the life of our parish, will 
certainly go down in history as a most unusual year.  We spent 
the entire year navigating our way through the covid-19 coro-
navirus pandemic.  That certainly put limitations on what we 
were able to do, especially in comparison to previous years.  
But we made it through. 
       We continued to gather for Mass each week.  Many folks 
were not able to attend Mass, but were able to view the Mass 

on-line.  We owe a great deal of grati-
tude to Frank and Dave Hertel and Jim 
Fechtmeister especially for videotap-
ing the Mass each week and uploading 
it to our YouTube account.  Our choir 
was not able to lead us in singing and 
we were not able to receive the wine 
(the sacred Blood of Christ) at Mass.  
Nonetheless, we still had folks who 
helped proclaim the word each time 
we gathered for Mass and helped dis-
tribute communion even under the 
limited circumstances we faced.  We 
are particularly grateful to Kristan 
Gilles, our Director of Liturgy and to 

Cindy Schmitt and Debbie Collins for helping to lead us in the 
singing we were able to do at Mass.   
     Despite all this, we gathered to celebrate the various 
feasts throughout the year, Advent, Christmas, Lent and 
Easter.  We welcomed  sixteen young boys and girls as they 
joined us for the first time at the Table of Lord at their First 
Communion.  With Bishop Siegel we confirmed the faith in 

 

ST. JOE CEMETERY REPORT 
   The cemetery board had its annual meeting in January.  A 
Financial Report for the period of January 1, 20120 thru De-
cember 31, 2020 showed an income of $9,800  from the sale of 
grave lots.  Expenses for the year, primarily related to lawn 
mowing expenses were $1,392.86.  As of December 31, 2020, 
the cemetery reserve fund had a balance of $40,313.79.  The 
three endowments for the cemetery had a combined value of 
$164,859.29 as of December 31, 2020.   and $32,823.64  avail-
able for use for the needs of our cemetery.   
       A single grave lot for parishioners costs $700.  A two 
grave lot cots $1,400.  Costs for grave lots for former parish-
ioners are $1,400 for a single lot and $2,400 for a two grave 

lot.   
    Because of a grow-
ing interest in crema-
tion, board members 
reaffirmed the  pol-
icy allowing couples 
to buy a single lot in 
which cremains for 
each person can be 
buried.  Two addi-
tional family mem-
bers can be buried on 

this same lot with each person paying ½ the cost of a single 
lot.  
     Board members also affirmed the policy of asking people to 
put a tombstone on their lot within six months of the purchase 
of the grave lot.  This policy is designed to give families addi-
tional assurances that the lot they purchased for their grave 
will be available when the time comes for a burial on that lot.   
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operation of 
our parish.  
Such things as 
doing the 
laundry for 
church linens, 
installing new 
smart boards 
in school, 
replacing light 
bulbs, doing 

minor plumbing and electrical repairs, mowing the grass, clear-
ing the snow off the parking lot, trimming trees, filling graves, 
maintaining the different landscape areas around the parish 
campus all happened because people stepped up to do them.   
And this list could go on and on.    All these efforts saved the 
parish thousands of dollars in ongoing maintenance efforts.    
      The outreach efforts in our parish continued this past year.   
We have several folks who are part of build teams for Habitat.  
We also have a number of people who regularly work at the St. 
Vincent DePaul Food Pantry and who work at the St. Vincent 
DePaul call center that helps people needing assistance with 
rent, food, medicine and other needs.  In our parish, we use the 
money contributed to our parish Needy Fund to assist people in 

our parish area.  People have continued to support a wide vari-
ety of needs through our various special collections each month 
and have continued to support the work of the Mary Mother of 
God Mission Society in Vladivostok, Russia, where Fr. Myron Ef-
fing, a son of our parish, continues his work.   
       Despite the restrictions imposed by the coronavirus pan-
demic,  our work with our brothers and sisters in Haiti has con-
tinued.  This work includes our student sponsorship programs 
which have enabled several hundred children to attend grade 
school, high school, and college classes.  We continued to pro-
vide money for a noon meal for our students as well as support-
ing several micro finance projects.  We’ve put new energy into 
the sewing program, teaching people how to make and sell 
clothes in the community.  We undertook a major fund raising 
campaign to provide the community with a reliable source for 
electricity by building a solar system.  We’ve also been working 
to build and equip a computer lab for the students in our grade 
school and high school.  These projects are still underway.   
     We did manage to have two groups travel to Haiti on mission 
trips.  During these trips we were able to work with friends in 

Haiti on all the projects we have undertaken.  It was also  a 
chance to meet the new pastor of St. James, Fr. Dubois and 
begin to plan things for the future with him.   
       Living in the midst of the pandemic forced us to make 
changes in several events that have normally taken place in 
our parish.  We suspended our annual rummage sale in Septem-
ber, the Altar Society was not able to have any of their kuchen 
sales, and our school athletic committee  was not able to have 
full, in person basketball leagues.  The pandemic also affected 
how we conducted our annual summer social.  Last year we 
focused on an expanded raffle and our famous chicken dinner.  
We limited these efforts to a carryout dinner only.  The end 
result was a record year, both in the number of dinners sold 
and the total income raised.   
     This past year was barely underway, when, in August, we 
had to deal with a major water leak which left the first floor of 
the school, including the kitchen, cafeteria and gym under two 
inches of water.  Thanks to the quick work of many parishion-
ers who came to help, the damage, though significant, was far 
less than it could have been.  Despite these efforts, a great 
many things had to be repaired and a great many things had to 
be replaced.  We were blessed that much of these repairs were 
covered by our liability insurance.   
     Making sure our parish is financially healthy is a continuing 
challenge, no more so than this past year.  But we have been 
blessed with many people who, year after year, take seriously 
the responsibility we have to provide the money needed to do 
the work we do.  We have been blessed as well to participate 
in the Payroll Protection Plan  put in place by the government 
in response to the covid-19 pandemic.  We were also able to 
upgrade the security of our school through homeland security 
grants.    
      We continue to be blessed by the financial support we 
have received through the various endowments that have been 
established under the umbrella of the Carpenter Society.  You 
can see a full report of these efforts on page seven in our 
newsletter.  The income generated through these endowments 
benefits our parish now and for years to come.   
     You can see a see an extensive summary of our financial 
report on page six of our newsletter.  While this is a summary, 
we can also make available a more detailed financial report to 
those who are interested.   

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
We gratefully acknowledge the contributions made to St. 

Joseph Parish in memory of these loved ones.  Let us continue 
to remember the gift they have been in our lives 

IN MEMORY OF 

Paul & Marlon 
Kroeger 

Louise Kroeger 
 

ST JOSEPH SCHOOL 
ALUMNI FUND 

Steven Gerteisen 
David Thompson 

STRIKER SCHOOL PE 
ENDOWMENT 

in honor of the anniversary 
of  Fr. Gene’s Ordination 

Toni & Lee Askins 
 

 LEROY & ROSE WEISS 
CEMETERY ENDOWMENT 

IN MEMORY OF 

Mary Jane Tenbarge 
Mrs. Rose Weiss 

 

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
IN MEMORY OF 

Marlon Kroeger 
Michele & Todd Barnett 
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     The above report is a condensed version of   
our financial report.  If you would like to review 
  a more  detailed financial report, call the parish  
office and we will make a copy of the complete  

report available for you. 

ORDINARY INCOME  

COLLECTION/GRADE SCHOOL TUITION $955,809.20 

OTHER ORDINARY INCOME 
Rummage Sale, Bulletin/Newsletter Ads,  
Summer Social, Fish Fry, Interest Income, 

 Lottery, Rental, & Miscellaneous 

$208,287.41 

SCHOOL INCOME 
Book Fees, Technology Fees, Non Parish Tuition,  

Pre-School Fees, After School Care Fees,  
WSNC grants, Tuition Vouchers, Lunch Program 

other miscellaneous income 

$394,382.35 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION INCOME $2,100.64 

TOTAL ORDINARY INCOME $1,559,579.60  

ORDINARY EXPENSES  

PARISH STAFF 
SALARIES AND BENEFITS 

$199,393.98  

CHURCH AND WORSHIP $6,689.34 

PARISH OFFICE AND  
RELATED EXPENSES 

$51,206.81 

PARISH BUILDING AND  
GROUND MAINTENANCE 

$36,984.37 

MATER DEI HIGH SCHOOL  $89,391.00 

ST. JOE SCHOOL EXPENSES 
Salaries and  Benefits, Classroom/Curriculum,  
Pre-School, School Lunch Program, Day Care,  

Building Maintenance 

$1,111,034.69 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION $40,703.21 

TOTAL ORDINARY EXPENSES $1,535,403.40  

 MISSION OUTREACH DISTRIBUTIONS 2020-2021 

Fund for the Needy and  
Other Special Collections $3,946.00 

Vladivostok Missions $1,205.00 

Haiti Monthly Support 15,396.00 

Haiti  School Education 63,605.00 

Haiti Special Projects 22,664.81 

Haiti Water Project $980.00 

Haiti Food Expenses 15,795.00 

Haiti Higher Education 53,278.00 

Haiti Sewing Hope 4,402.63 

Haiti Fish Farm  6,508.50 

Monthly Personnel Stipends 8,020.00 

Mission Trip Expenses 31,924.99 

CATHOLIC PARISHES CAMPAIGN (CPC) 2020 

CPC GOAL $120,000.00 

TOTAL PLEDGED $125,302.00 

EXTRAORDINARY EXPENSES 2019-2020 

SCHOOL SECURITY CAMERA  $14,071.48 

SCHOOL WATER DAMAGE 
 REPAIR (TO DATE) 

 
$77,867.00 

ENDOWMENT CONTRIBTUIONS TRANS-
FERRED TO CATHOLIC FOUNDATION   

$19,720.20 

EXTRAORDINARY INCOME  2020-2021 

SCHOOL SECURITY GRANT $16,865.42 

PAYROLL PROTECTION LOAN 
This money was used to pay salaries for  
school teachers and staff and parish staff 

$192,700.00 

STEWARDS OF GOD’S GRACE   
CAMPAIGN PLEDGE PAYMENTS 

$11,000.52 

INSURANCE SETTLEMENT PAYMENT $99,043.73 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO  
PARISH ENDOWMENTS 

$27,790.20 
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          From very humble beginnings in 1995 with the establishment of one endowment that had 
a value of $5,711, we now have grown to 32 different endowments with a combined value this 

year of  1,133,645.  The twenty-nine endowments 
of our Carpenter Society are held in trust and 
managed by the Catholic Foundation of South-
western Indiana.  They are among the over six 
hundred endowments managed by the Catholic 
Foundation.  These endowments come from the 
parishes, schools, cemeteries and other organiza-
tions of the parishes in the Catholic Diocese of 
Evansville 
     Here’s a report on the activities of our endow-
ments held under the umbrella of the Carpenter 
Society for the year 2020.  This was an unusual 
year all around, dealing with the coronavirus pan-
demic.  Despite the predictions that the pandemic 
would have a negative financial effect on invest-
ments, we actually did pretty well.  This past year we received an almost 4% return 
on our endowments.  What is even more significant is that In 2020, a total of 
$150,193 was contributed to the twenty– nine endowments in the Carpenter Soci-
ety.  The total value of our endowments as of December 31, 2020  has passed the 
million dollar mark—$1,133.645.  That’s an increase of $292,891 over last year 
which represents a  35% increase to the value of our endowments.  Considering that 
we have been living through a coronavirus pandemic, these results are nothing short 
of remarkable.   
     Now we are able to use the money generated from our endowments to help 
families in school, whose jobs have been impacted by this pandemic, to pay for 
book and supply fees and tuition payments which they would not otherwise have 
been able to do.  Endowment money is being used to pay for the upkeep on our 
cemetery thus freeing 
up money we would 
have had to spend on 
this.  It can now be 
used to pay for salaries 
and utilities.  
     And because of our 
endowments, we are 
able to respond to  re-
quests for assistance 
with rent and utility 
payments from folks in 
our area.  And we are 
able to provide money 
for our friends in Haiti 
so that they can have 
food to eat and schools 
to attend.   
      As you can see, the 
Carpenter Society is 
having a dramatic im-
pact on the life of our 
parish and on people 
beyond our parish.    
And it happens because 
people like you have 
taken the time to share 
your financial resources 
to make gifts to the 
different endowments  
in the Carpenter Soci-
ety.  May we continue 
to be blessed by such  
faithful stewardship.   

CURRENT PARISH ENDOWMENTS 

St. Joseph Parish Endowment 

St. Joseph School Endowment 

St. Joseph Cemetery Endowment 

Father Fred Niehaus Endowment  

(For the general needs of the Parish) 

Estelle and Jerome Schneider 
 Haiti Endowment 

George and Bette Duncan  Endowment 
(For the general needs of the parish) 

Joe And Winie Schu  

School Kitchen Endowment 

Dossett-Horak Liturgy Endowment 

Theresa Baehl Youth Ministry Endowment 

Leroy & Marilyn Jochum  

Haiti Student  Endowment    

 SPRED Endowment for Religious Education 

 Bob and Mark Kay Fehrenbacher 

Family Charitable Endowment 

(For the general needs of the parish) 

Clarence and Catherine Miller 

 Family Cemetery Endowment 

Urban and Betty Will Parish 

 Landscaping Endowment 

Frances Miller Parish Endowment 

(For the general needs of the parish) 

Jim and Delores Niemeier   

Parish Maintenance Endowment 

Mother Teresa People in Need Endowment 

Joe and Kathy Weber   

St. Joseph School Endowment 

Tony Stricker Physical Education  

Endowment for St. Joseph School 

Madeline and Carl Rexing   

St. Joseph School Endowment 

Butch and Linda Feulner Charitable Fund 

(for the general needs of the parish) 

Sr. Bridget Arnold OSF School Endowment  

For Students in Need in the Parish 

James & Ida Greenwell Parish Endowment 

James &  Ida Greenwell  

Haiti Student Endowment 

Fred and Mary Happe Parish Endowment 

Rose and Leroy Weiss Cemetery Endowment 

Norbert and Verena Schroeder  

Worship Endowment 

Haiti Higher Education Endowment 

Fr. Gene Schroeder Liturgy Endowment 

Gifts to the Carpenter Society  
can be made in a number of ways 

 Naming the Parish in your will 

 Naming the Parish as a full or partial beneficiary 

 of a life insurance policy 

  Naming the Parish as a beneficiary of 

a charitable remainder trust 

  Naming the Parish as the owner of personal property  

subject to the requirements of the donor’s life estate 

 Establishing a Charitable Gift Annuity    

  
         Individual Endowments can be established with an 
initial donation of $5,000.   Currently there are twenty-
nine endowments established for various needs in the 
parish.   
  
      For information regarding establishing an endowment 
or contributing to an endowment, contact Fr. Gene 
Schroeder at the Parish Office (812-963-3273).  You can 
also contact the Catholic Foundation Office for the Dio-
cese of Evansville  (812-424-5536).   
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Be an island  of mercy  in  
a  sea  of  indifference.  

                      Pope Francis 

      Not all of us can do great things, 
but we can do small things with great 

love.   Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

 

  
    

      The Haiti Out-
reach Committee 
will be holding a 
sponsorship week-
end on August 7 & 
8  to help us find sponsors for ten new 
students whom our pastor has indi-
cated are needing financial help to 

attend school.  Representatives will be available at the back of 
church after the Masses the weekend of August 7 and 8 with a 
short bio of the student and 
a photo of the child.  If you 
feel called to support a 
needy child in Haiti please 
stop by the table to ask any 
questions you may have and 
let your heart be changed 
by reaching out to sponsor 
your special student.    
       A person or family can 
sponsor a student for an 
annual cost of $360, or just 
$30 per month. This fee 
helps pay for their tuition, 
provide a stipend for uni-
forms and books, helps fund 
the daily food program and 
allows the students to have 
access to the parish 
clinic.  We want to thank 
our many parishioners here 
at St. Joe and other spon-
sors in our surrounding com-
munity who currently spon-
sor approximately 200 stu-
dents at St. Jacques ele-
m e n t a r y  a n d  h i g h 
school.  Their sponsorships 
helps their sponsored child 
receive an education and 
provide their student a daily 
lunch at school (for some it 
may be the only meal for 
the day).   
        The commitment you 
make to sponsor a child is 
changing lives and providing 
hope for sponsored stu-
dents. 
    If you would like more 
information, you can con-
tact Eric Reffett, the coor-
dinator of our student spon-
sorship program.   (812-618-
5945) or  email him at    
ereffett@sbcglobl.net 

Shari Kempf          

    What does it 
mean to sponsor 
one of God's chil-
dren in Haiti?    It 
means we care 
enough to bring 
two entirely dif-

ferent worlds together as one!  It 
means we love them enough to 
share a little bit of the many 
gifts that we have been blessed 
with! 
     My son Brad and I were fortu-
nate enough to be able to go to 
Haiti a few years ago with our St. 
Joe Haiti team.  What an eye 
opener it was for both of us.  No 
doubt the world would be a bet-
ter place if each and every one 
of us would take advantage of 
the opportunities we have to 
travel to poor areas all around 
the world.  You can't help but 
come away with a very deep 
appreciation for the many bless-
ings we are so fortunate to have. 
      We were so fortunate to be 
able to visit our sponsor child 
Jean’s home and meet her 
whole entire family.  They were 
so proud to show us their 
home.  The homes there are 
about 1/2 the size of most of our 
laundry rooms. They have one 
bed so they have to take turns 
sleeping.  There is no power, 
which means no refrigeration, no 
windows, no doors, no bath-
rooms, etc.  Yet they were so 
proud to show us their beautiful 
home. They made us feel like 
royalty but, no doubt they were 
the ones that were a blessing to 
us.  They even mailed us a thank 
you gift after we got home.  It 
brings me to tears to think about 
how happy they are with so lit-
tle.  WHAT ARE WE MISSING! 

     Thanks…. for your continued donations of 

food and money for the St. Vincent dePaul Food 
Pantry.  Every Tuesday morning Terry Drone and 
Martha Baehl faithfully bring your donations of 
food.  You are certainly helping us give a 4-day 
supply of groceries (including fresh milk, eggs, 

fresh fruits and vegetables, potatoes) along with cereal, and  
dry goods, personal hygiene & cleaning items to those facing 
hard times.  During these summer months we are happy to be 
giving out lots of nutritious, fresh vegetables from our local 
gardeners. 
     Since July 6 we have opened up once again for “walk-ins”!  
We are glad that people can again choose their food from our 
food lists and are happy to interact more directly with those 

who come.   Sr. Donna Marie Herr  Manager 

 
  

         Every year, through the Mission Co-Op Program,  our par-
ish, along with  all the parishes of our diocese,  invites mission-
ary groups from throughout the world to come and speak about 
their work and to invite us to join in supporting this work 
through our prayers and financial support.  This year, we are 
inviting members of the Mary Mother of God Mission in Vladi-
vostok to come and speak.  Of course, their work is very familiar 
to our parish, because, Fr. Myron Effing, the founding member 
of this mission society is a son of our parish and graduated from 
our school.  His sister and brother-in-law, Paul and Marlene Has-
selbrink were long time members of our parish.   
     Fr. Myron’s sister, Marylyn Wassmer, will be coming to speak 
to our parish at all the weekend Masses on August  28-29.  As it 
happens, this weekend, because it is one of the “fifth” Sundays 
of the month, is the day we normally have a special collection 
for the Mary Mother of God Mission.  So, this will give us the 
opportunity to be especially generous in supporting the work 
that Fr. Myron and his co-workers are engaged in.   
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Saturday 
August 21, 2021 

5  PM 

Diane Woods  Eric Reffett 
Peter and Jodi Fehrenbacher 

Mary Loehrlein 

Sis Jarboe 
 

Louis & Lexa Meredith 
 

Don and Alice Weis 

Sunday 
August 22, 2021 

8 AM 

Rodney and Paula Baehl 
Dave and Betty Fehrenbacher 

Dennis Niemeier 
 

Brooklyn Helmer 
Suzanne Weiss 

Randy and Cecelia Kues-
ter 

 

Sunday 
August 22, 2021 

10:30 AM 

Danielle Weledge Tricia Gerteisen  
Doris Taylor Addison Elpers 

Sally Kempf 
 

Jane Scheller 
Ashley Jung 
Heidi Forcum 

 
Randy and Darlene Appler 

Saturday 
August 28, 2021 

5 PM 

Carolyn Hutchinson  Chuck Jansen 
Brandon Werner 

Ron and Margaret Angermeier 

Toni Askins 
 

Devin Feulner 
 

John and Jane Luigs 

Sunday 
August 29,  2021 

8 AM 

Debra Baumgart 
Joan Inkenbrandt Lisa Cook 

Al Debes   Andy Rokosz 

Marcia Frey 
 

Grant Voelker 
 and Joshua Baehl 

 

Alan and Donna 
 Blankenberger 

 

Sunday 
August 29, 2021 

10:30 AM 

Claudia Duncan 
Jill Happe   Angie Will 

 
Jessica Reckelhoff 

Kurt Forcum 
 Parker Warren 

Kevin Hartz Family 

Saturday 
Sept. 4,  2021 

5 PM 

Natalie Schneider  
Lee and Toni Askins 

Bob and Mary Kay Fehrenbacher 

Sis Jarboe 
 

Chloe Stock 
 

Lee and Toni Askins 
 

Sunday 
Sept. 5,  2021 

8 AM 

Sarah Duncan 
Tom and Dolores Folz 

 Jalane Weber Imogene Baehl 

Tom Blythe 
 

Mihret Whitehouse 
 and Nicole Mayer 

 
Dan and Esther Kelley 

Sunday 
Sept. 5,  2021 

10:30 AM 

Cecilia Koch  Joe Crowdus 
Kitty Deig 

Paul Hillenbrand Amy Cody 
Shane Wessel 

Ellie Bishop 
 Zach Bishop  

Mike Forcum Family 
 

Saturday 
Sept. 11,  2021 

5 PM 

Donald Werner Donna Niemeier 
Eric and Karen  McDonald 

Butch Feulner 
Toni Askins Patrick McDonald Jim and Janet Herr 

Sunday 
Sept. 12,  2021 

8 AM 

Michael Elpers 
Randy and Kathy  Fehrenbacher 

Bryan and Ann Craney 
Chick Duncan 

Zach Baehl and 
 Alice Wilkerson 

Larry and Henrietta Happe 

Sunday 
Sept. 12,  2021 

10:30 AM 

Jena Wessel   Rachel Schnaus 
Jason Gerteisen  

Becky Dosher Shane Wessel 
 

Jane Scheller 
 

Michael Jung 
 Gabe Jung  

Kevin Hartz Family 
 

DATE EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS LECTOR SERVER GIFT BEARERS 

      As we continue to navigate through this coronavirus pandemic, the liturgical ministers we need for  
our weekend  Masses are limited to our lectors and, when the need arises, one Eucharistic minister.   

We have printed this schedule in case things move back to our normal routine. 
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AUGUST  2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  8 & 10:30 

          Masses 
 

Food Pantry  
& Haiti   

Collection 
 
 
 
 

2 7 am-7 pm   

Eucharistic 
 Adoration 

 
6:30 pm Mass 

 
 
 
 

3 
 

7:30 am Mass 
 
 

4 7:30 am Mass 

 
 

Parish Staff  
Meeting 12 Noon 

 

 
 
  

5 
NO MASS 

 
School Faculty 

Meeting 8:30 am 

6 
NO MASS 

 
 

Communion to  
the Homebound 

7 Sacrament of  

Reconciliation  
4-4:40  pm 
5 pm Mass 

Food Pantry 
COLLECTION 

 
Altar Society 
Kuchen Sale 

 
Haiti Student  

Sponsor Invitation 

8  8 & 10:30 

          Masses 
Altar Society 
Kuchen Sale 
Haiti Student  

Sponsor Invitation 
SCHOOL &  

RELIGIOUS ED  
REGISTRATION 
8 AM —  NOON 

 

9 7 am-7 pm   

Eucharistic 
 Adoration 

 
6:30 pm Mass 

 
7 pm Knights 
 of St. John  

 

10 7:30 am Mass  

 
  
 

117:30 am Mass 

FIRST DAY OF 
SCHOOL  

Pre-K Begins 
Parish Staff  

Meeting 12 Noon 
 
 
 

12 No Mass 

Pre– School 
 Begins 

Haiti Ministry 
 Meeting  
 6:30 pm 

13 
7:30 Mass 

 
Communion to 

the Homebound 
 

Senior Citizens 
Mtg  1 PM  

14 

Sacrament 
 of Reconciliation 

4pm 
 

5  pm Mass 
Food Pantry 
 Collection 

15 8 & 10:30 

           Masses 
 

Food Pantry 
 Collection 

 
 

16 7 am-7 pm   

Eucharistic 
 Adoration 

 
6:30 pm Mass 

 
Men’s Club 

 Meeting 7 pm 

17 
Mass 7:30 am 

 
 
 
 

18 
Mass 7:30 am 

 
Parish Staff  

Meeting 12 Noon 
 
 

19   
NO MASS 

20 
7:30 am  

School Mass 
 

Communion to 
the Homebound 

21  
Sacrament of 

 Reconciliation 
4pm 

 
5  pm Mass 

 
Food Pantry 
 Collection 

22 8 & 10:30 

           Masses 
Food Pantry 
 Collection 

Confirmation  
Parent Meeting 

9 am 
BLOOD DRIVE 

8-NOON 

23 
7 am-7 pm   
Eucharistic 
 Adoration 

 
 

6:30 pm Mass 

24 Mass 7:30 am 

 
 

Prayer Service 
KN– 2  8:30 am 

 
 

25 Mass 7:30 

am 
 

Parish Staff  
Meeting 12 Noon 

26 NO MASS 27 7:30 am 

          Mass  
 

Communion  
to the  

Homebound 

28 4pm 

    Sacrament of  
   Reconciliation 

5  pm Mass 
Food Pantry 
 Collection 

 MISSION APPEAL 
FOR MARY 

MOTHER OF GOD 
MISSION  RUSSIA 

 29 8 & 10:30 

           Masses 
Food Pantry 
 Collection 

SPECIAL MISSION 
APPEAL FOR  

MARY MOTHER OF  
GOD PARISH 

VLADIVOSTOK 
Confirmation  

Session 1   

30 
7 am-7 pm   
Eucharistic 
 Adoration 

 
6:30 pm Mass 

31Mass 7:30 am 

 
 

Prayer Service 
KN– 2  8:30 am 
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     Congratulations to Gretchen Forcum, Paige Denning, 
Eliana Nisley and Danielle Gries who were all named as  
valedictorians for the class of 2021 at Mater Dei High School.  
What an amazing achievement! 

     Airman Wil Kirk was recently se-
lected as CJSOAC-A Junior Enlisted Mem-
ber of the Month.  He recently com-
pleted a tour of duty in Afghanistan.   

 

    Because of his exten-
sive previous experience, 
Marcus Elpers was given 
credit for two years’ apprenticeship  in the local 
carpenter union.  He is now completing his third 
and final year of apprenticeship.    
 

     Katherine Roemke was part of the cast 
and crew of the  EVSC recent summer produc-
tion of Cinderella. 

   Danielle       Eliana          Paige          Gretchen         

ronment.  Does it work?  Well, like a lot of things, the results 
depend upon the individuals.  I know that very often the adults 
in this relationship remember who their 
prayer partner was long after they have 
graduated from school.  And I still remem-
ber the young girl who came to the fu-
neral of her prayer partner one summer 
day.  And I remember how touched the 
members of her prayer partner’s extended 
family were by this simple gesture.    
      Beyond the simple relationships that 
can form between the young students in 
our school and their prayer partners, I 
think something even greater is in play 
here.  In a world that seems to be more 
and more divided, and in which people talk at 
other and about each other rather than to each other, we need 
to develop a simple curiosity in others.   Can you imagine how 
much things would change if we took the time to get to know 
other people and their hopes and dreams rather than yelling at 
them and telling them how wrong they are.  It gives a whole new 
meaning to the words Jesus tells us …”I tell you, love your ene-
mies and do good to those who persecute you.”  (Matt. 5:44)  
Our  program of assigning prayer partners to the students in our 
school is a rather small gesture.  But it is a beginning.  And if, in 
this controlled and safe environment, we can teach people sim-
ple little ways to get to know one another, who knows where it 
can lead.  Maybe, in some small way, these efforts can be a 
soothing balm in the midst of so much ranker and hostility be-
tween people in our world today. 

(Continued from page 1) 


