
 

 

Fr. Gene Schroeder 

PASTOR 
      In the Gospel of Luke we encounter a blind 
man.  While he is not given a name, what we do 
know is that he is very determined.  He knows 
Jesus is passing by and he shouts out, “Jesus, 
have pity on me.”  He is an embarrassment to 

the disciples who keep telling him to shut up.  But he is all the 
more insistent.  Jesus finally says to him, “What is that you 
want?”  And the man simply says  “I want to see.”   
     Those people who have had cataract surgery, can perhaps 
identify with this.  They can certainly relate to the experience 
of  being able to see much better after having had the surgery.  
And who wouldn’t want to see?   
      I’ve been reading a book entitled “Why Don’t They Get It?”  
In it, the author points out that what we see in our life is de-
termined by the way we look at the world and the belief sys-
tems about the world that we all have.  Another word for these 
belief systems is our biases.  And we all have them.   

        This is not a new concept.  
Philosophers from the time of Tho-
mas Aquinas spoke about this as 
well.  They  put it this way.  
“Whatever is received (seen) by a 
person, is received (seen) in the 
manner of the receiver.”  That may 
sound like complicated language, 

but it simply means that we all see things according to the way 
we have been brought up.  The story we tell ourselves about 
the way  life is determines what we see and what we don’t see.  
A simple example.  When I was growing up, the only people 
that I knew who drove school buses were men.  And the first 
time I saw a woman drive a school bus I remember thinking 
“women can’t drive a school bus.”  Obviously I had a lot to 
learn.  Women can drive school buses, and thank God they do, 
because now a great many school bus drivers are women.  Now 
if I continued to hold onto my view that women can’t drive a 
school bus, that is going to be a problem for me. 

       Here’s how this author 
puts it.  We all have a whole 
set of assumptions and limita-
tions, prejudices and likes, 
dislikes and triggers, fears and 
conflicts of interest, blind 
spots and obsessions that keep 
us from seeing what we could 
and would see if we didn’t 
have them. We are almost al-
ways unconscious of these in-
ternal obstacles to seeing and 
understanding, which makes it 
even harder for us to address 
them. We are, you might say, 
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      Each Christmas, for the past several years, the members of 
the St. Anne Altar Society, in an effort to reach out to the 
members of our community who are homebound or residents in 
different nursing homes in our area, made and delivered a gift 
box of homemade cookies.  Because of the coronavirus pan-
demic they have not been able to gather to prepare their gift 
boxes.  One of the effects of our pandemic is that the members 
of our parish who are in nursing homes are feeling the sense of 
isolation even more than normal.   
     So, we’d like to invite you to join us in reaching out to our 
parishioners in nursing homes.  You don’t have to make cook-
ies, as the Altar Society has done.  But what you can do is send 
them a card and write a special note on the card.  To help you 
out, we’ve listed the names of the people in our parish who are 
in nursing homes and the address of the nursing home.  Sending 
a card, or maybe even calling them, is such a simple gesture.  
But it is a powerful way to remind folks that they are not for-
gotten. 

       HAVE YOU  MADE YOUR  
PLEDGE TO THE CPC? 

PARISH GOAL   $ 120,000.00 
PLEDGED TO DATE      $ 115,462.00 
NUMBER OF PLEDGES:            326    
AVERAGE PLEDGE         $   352.18    

We’re 96% of the way to our goal. 
Can you help us get over the top? 
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Larry Hoefling 
 

River Pointe   
Health Campus 

3001 Galaxy Drive 
Evansville, IN  47715 

Barbara Shurtleff  

 
Heritage Healthcare Center 

1201 W. Buena Vista Rd 
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Brenda Koester 
Jean Johnson 

 
Holiday Village 

Retirement Community 
1200 W. Buena Vista Rd 

Evansville, IN 47710 
Anita Rexing 
Betty Logel 



The Carpenter—December, 2020 Page 2 

St. Joseph Newsletter 6302 W. Saint Joseph Road,  Evansville, IN 
47720 December 1, 2020 Vol. 29 No. 12  Published monthly by 
St. Joseph Catholic Parish  Publisher:  Fr. Gene Schroeder,   
Deadline:  15th of each month TO SUBMIT ARTICLES Contact the 
rectory (812-963-3273)  or email gschroeder@evdio.org 

Pharmacy at Deaconess and that has got me excited 
about being a pharmacist.  My dream job would be to 
work in a hospital setting where I would have a lot of 
interaction with patients.”   She would like to attend 
Butler or Purdue.  “Butler has a direct entry program 
into their School of Pharmacy, which I like.  It also has a 
very beautiful college campus and is not as big of school 
as Purdue, which I also like.”  Of course, the final choice 
will depend on what kind of scholarship offers she gets.  
      Paige graduated from St. Joe Grade School.  “Gosh, 
there were lots of good memories—great teachers and a 
great class.  I remember Mrs. Elpers and Mrs. Daugherty 
who really gave me a good foundation in math and sci-
ence.  And I really enjoyed having Mrs. Will.  She had a 
lot of energy and was easy to talk to.  St. Joe Parish has 

INTRODUCING OUR HIGH 

SCHOOL SENIORS     
Paige Denning 

     “Going to school in the midst of a 
pandemic has had it challenges,” ac-
cording to Paige Denning, a senior at 
Mater Dei.  “Of course there are a lot 
of new rules with social distancing and 
wearing a mask.  We’ve gotten used 
to that, but the biggest thing is not 
being able to gather in a group with 
your friends.  I’ve missed things like 
being able to go to football games and 

other sporting events.  This is how things have to be for 
now.  It’s better that we are in school and not trying to do 
classes on line.”   
     Paige has experienced the effects of playing with not a 
whole lot of people in attendance. She’s played volleyball 
all four years.  She’s a defensive player and has a lot of 
bruises and wood burns  to show for it!  “This year it’s 
been a little hard to play without a crowd to cheer you 
on.”   
      One of the other areas that the pandemic has had a 
direct effect is the work of the Pep Club that Paige has 
been a part of.  “We try to create a lot of school spirit but 
it’s a little hard when you can’t have pep rallies.”  They 
have done their best, however, by creating posters in the 
hallways and decorating the lockers of the players who are 
involved in different sports.   
     Paige has also been involved in a number of other ac-
tivities at Mater Dei.  She’s been a member of the Girls 
Tennis Team all four years.  The season got cancelled last 
spring due to the coronavirus pandemic but she is hoping 
to lead her team this coming spring.  “Tennis is my favor-
ite sport.  And we’ve had a chance to play on the new ten-
nis courts at Mater Dei all four years.  They are really 
nice!” 
     When she’s not busy with sports, Paige has also been a 
member of the National Honor Society and also serves as 
the Clerk Affiliate for the Student Government.  “My big-
gest task is issuing and keeping track of  parking permits 
for all the students.   
      Of course Paige has also spent a great deal of her time 
on academics.  She’s been interested in pursuing a job in 
the health care field and so has focused on lots of science 
and math classes.  “I’ve had some great teachers through 
the years.  Mr. Vogel who has taught my  biology and anat-
omy classes  has really challenged me.  Besides being a 
good teacher, he has also helped with letters of recom-
mendation for college.  I’ve really enjoyed Mrs. Strehl who 
taught geometry.  She was especially helpful with the 
transition from grade school to high school.” 
     Next year, Paige hopes to pursue a career as a pharma-
cist. “I’ve had the chance to job shadow the Director of 

    
      One group of faithful workers in our 
parish is our faithful mowing crews.  Not 
only do their efforts save us thousands of 
dollars in labor costs, but also their efforts 
have made our parish campus look beauti-
ful.  So now we take this time to extend a 

big thanks to them.  Special thanks to Mark Schmitt for ser-
vicing all the mowers, trimmers and leaf blowers! 
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a lot of the same benefits.  “It feels like home to me.  I 
can literally see the church from our house.  You get to 
know a lot of the same people—it feels like a big family.” 
     Paige is the oldest and only daughter of Brian and 
Melanie Denning.  “It feels a little like being the guinea 
pig” for her brothers Kurt and Trent.  But I don’t mind 
that.”  She plays the big sister role this year by taking  
Trent to school each day.   Gathering with the family for 
special days like Thanksgiving and Christmas are impor-
tant events in the Denning family.  “I don’t have as big of 
an extended family as others, but it’s been great to 
gather with grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins for 
Christmas and Easter celebrations.   Going on vacation 
with the family has also been a rewarding time.” 
     She counts her parents as having a big influence on 
her.  “They have blessed me with a good life.  I look a lot 
like my mother and we have a lot of the same habits—
being very organized and then when there is a job to do, 
get focused and get it done.  My dad is the calm one in 
the family.  He’s pretty laid back.  I think I could learn a 
lot from him.” 
      Paige has also found time to work at several differ-
ent jobs.  You might see her at Nisbet Inn, clearing ta-
bles and washing dishes.  She’s also worked at the Evans-
ville Country Club with the Kids Club, especially with the 
summer camps they have sponsored.  And, when she’s 
not busy with these activities, she’s found time to do 
some babysitting with a bunch of  families in the area. 
We hear that her services as a babysitter are in highly 
regarded!          
     WORDS OF WISDOM:  “I think it is important to not 

take things for granted.  Time goes by quickly and before 
you know it, your time in high school has come to an end.  
One of the things I have tried to do is live each moment 
the fullest way I can.  Being on sports teams has taught 
me how important teamwork is.  You have to get your 
agenda out of the way and work for the good of the 
team.  I think you also need to find ways to relax and 
clear your mind from time to time.  I find working out at 
Bob’s Gym has been really good for me.  And it’s good to 
find things that you like to do.  I enjoy baking, especially 
trying out new recipes.  Take advantage of the opportuni-
ties to get involved.  Enjoy your friends but don’t miss 
out on the opportunity to invite new people into your 
life.” 
 

Maggie Couch 
     What’s in the future for Maggie?  Maybe 
being a cosmetologist with a passion to 
play golf?  We’ll have to wait and see how 
things turn out.  One thing we know for 
sure is that right now, Maggie has a passion 
for playing golf especially as a member of 
the Mater Dei Girls Golf Team.  “In our 
freshman year, my friend Kyle Mitchell and 
I thought it would be fun to play golf so we 
tried it out.”  Turns out Maggie enjoyed it 
and she’s been playing ever since.  She 
took a few lessons from Bob Walters who 
helped her develop a good golf swing.  “It’s good to see how I 
have been able to improve over the years.  Playing golf has 
taught me a lot about dealing with life.  Some days I do really 
good and the next time out on the course and I can’t seem to do 
anything right.  You have to have a lot of mental toughness to 
be good at golf.  If you hit a bad shot, which happens to every-
one, and you get discouraged by that, then playing golf is going 
to be pretty frustrating.  You have to learn how to live in the 
moment and stay focused on the next shot you have to take.   
    In her golfing career she’s been able to play at a number of 
different golf courses—Helfrich Hills, a really nice course in No-
blesville, Indiana and this year at Sultan’s Run Golf course in 
Jasper.  “Each course is different and you have to learn the lay 
of the land and how to read the different greens.  Golf can be 
relaxing because it is good exercise and gives you a chance to 
enjoy the outdoors.  And then there are other times when noth-
ing seems to go your way and then it’s not so much fun!” 
      Golf isn’t the only thing that Maggie has been involved in at 
Mater Dei.  She played softball her freshman year and this year 
plans on being the manager of the softball team.  One of her 
roles will be in charge of the softball game changer app where 
people can check online to see the progress of each game. 
     Maggie is also a member of the Teen Advisory Council (TAC) 
which includes representatives from each of the high schools in 
Evansville.  In the past they have been involved in putting on 

(Continued on page 4) 

SNOW REMOVAL CREWS:  We’re looking for people to help with 
snow removal.   If you are willing to be part of this group and/
or have some equipment that could be 
used to clear snow, call the parish of-
fice (812-963-3273) or (812-499-9074).  
We’ll get a list together and then, 
when we know it might snow, we can 
call folks and coordinate our snow re-
moval efforts.  Every little bit helps!  

      The State of Indiana now enables 
you  to reduce your  state tax liability 
while at the same time helping families 
send their children to our school.  Donors 
are eligible to take advantage of  a 50% 
credit against their state tax liability  for 
contributions  made to Choice Scholar-

ship, (SGO).  If you make a  contribution of $100 to this SGO, 
you can take $50 off your state taxes. There is no minimum 
necessary contribution.  However much you give, half of that 
amount can be deducted from your state taxes.   In addition, 
your full contribution can also be deducted for federal tax 
purposes. You can also make a donation of stock which will 
enable you to avoid paying capital gains tax.   
             Contributions that are made to our SGO are desig-
nated for St. Joseph School, so the money you contribute will 
definitely go to providing a grant for a needy family here in 
our parish..   
        You can make your contribution on line.  Simply go to the 
website http://www.i4qed.org/sgo.  Click on “donate online” 
and follow the simple directions.  Be sure to designate “St. 
Joseph Evansville” as the school so 
that your gift will directly benefit 
us.  
       For more information about this 
opportunity call Fr. Gene Schroeder 
(812-963-3273). 
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Teen Power Workshops that talk about drug and alcohol aware-
ness to middle school students.  Part of the what members of 
TAC have done in the past is to get to know how local govern-
ment works by attending meetings of various city and county 
government entities.  Like a lot of other things, these events 
have been curtailed because of the coronavirus pandemic.  
Maggie still meets with other members of TAC at their semi 
monthly meetings which are held at the CK Newsome Center at 
5:45 am on Fridays.   
     Taking classes and pursuing academics has understandably 
taken up most of Maggie’s time in high school.   “I’ve had some 
good class and some good teachers.  I have especially enjoyed 
taking government class with Mr. Mike Goebel and a class on 
entrepreneurship that is taught by Mr. Nick Austin.  One of the 
interesting things we did was to talk with the owners of Azip 
Pizza and learn how they started their business.”  
     In her spare time, Maggie has found time to work at Helfrich 
Golf Course.  “I started out cleaning the golf carts, but now I 
am working in the Pro-Shop.  I’ve been working at the golf 
course since my freshman year.  Working there has an added 
advantage of being able to play a few rounds of golf for free! 
     Next year, Maggie hopes to pursue a career in Cosmetology 
and Hair Design.  “They have courses at Rogers Academy and 
Salon Professional Academy.   It’s a twelve month program, but 
it you work at it you can complete the course in 10 months.  I 
could see myself working here in the area, but then, traveling 
to other places in the country might be nice too.  We’ll have to 
see what develops.   
     Maggie started school at St. John’s in Newburgh and then 
came to St. Joe from 4th grade to 8th grade.  “I still have 
friends from my time at St. John’s.  It was a bigger school than 
St. Joe so it was an easy transition for me to come here.  Our 
class here was really close and I remember all the teachers I 
had.  You knew they were concerned about us and wanted us to 
do our best.  Being part of St. Joe Parish is like being part of a 
family.  It seems like everyone knows everyone else and that 
people seem to care about each other.  That’s a pretty nice 
thing.   
      Maggie is the daughter of Steve Couch and Julie Moore.  Dad 
lives outside of St. Louis and my brother, Nick and I get to 
spend time with him as much as we can.  He works as an event 
coordinator at a very nice restaurant.  We’ve been able to en-
joy some nice meals there.  What I appreciate about my dad is 
the laughter and joy he brings to life.  He’s really a big joke-
ster.  He reminds me that laughter is good medicine. 
     Maggie lives with her mom, Julie and her husband, Brian 
Holtz.  “My mom has had a big influence on me.  She’s a very 
organized person.  She’s taught me how to be organized and 
then get things done.  “We’re both pretty good at putting to-
gether our “to do” lists.   

(Continued from page 3) 

      Maggie is the older sister of Nick who also attends Mater 
Dei.  “I get to share my wisdom with and tell him what he 
should do, but he doesn’t always listen to me!”   
     Birthday gatherings and family gatherings with her grandpar-
ents are special events for Maggie.  Gathering for Christmas 
Brunch at our house is also something she looks forward to.  
She’s also enjoyed getting to know the people in her step-father 
Brian’s family.  But like a lot of other things, these gatherings 
have also been affected by the pandemic we are living through.   
      WORDS OF WISDOM:  “I think it is important that you work 
on trying to do your best.  You have to learn what you can con-
trol and what you can’t control.  One of the biggest challenges 
is not getting caught up in other people’s business.  Sometimes 
there is a lot of drama that goes on and it is easy to get caught 
up in that.  But you have to learn what you can affect and what 
you can’t.  I appreciate the friends that I have had through the 
years.  Good friends will support you when you are going 
through tough times but they will also challenge you to do your 
best.  The best kind of friends are the  people who share your 
values and who also want the best for you. 
 

Alec Freeman 
   For Alec, life, outside of going to 
school, has a singular focus now—
wrestling.  Each morning, he goes to a 
wrestling workout at 5 am, then goes to 
school for his normal classes, then fin-
ishes the day with wrestling practice.  He 
started in wrestling when he was four 
years old and has been pretty focused on 
improving his skills as a wrestler ever since.  So, does he ever 
think twice about those 5 am workout?  Perhaps a desire to roll 
over and go back to sleep and worry about the workout tomor-
row?  “Sure, I think about that sometimes.  But then I think of 
competing against the best wrestlers in the city and state and 
throughout the country, and I think which one of us has been 
willing to put in all the hard work it takes to compete at a top 
level?”   

    

     Christmas is only a few weeks 
away! Gift cards make great Christmas 
gifts, Teachers gifts and stocking stuffers!  
Purchase scrip cards for all of your holi-
day shopping needs!  Remember, it costs 
you nothing extra and it benefits St. Joe 

School and your family! 
         With the covid restrictions we are not able to sell SCRIP 
after mass, but you may still purchases SCRIP at the school of-
fice.  We will be selling scrip after each mass during the holiday 
season.  The deadline for placing special orders to receive scrip 
cards in time for Christmas is December 
10th.  Cards will arrive by December 18th, 
the last day of school.  Get your orders in 
before the rush. 
        Remember, you can place your orders 

online and still get gift cards sent home 
from school or pick up at church.  Place 

your order at www.shopwithscrip.com or 
use www.myscripwallet.com.    Christmas 
Shopping online?  Don’t forget to use scrip cards for your pur-
chases.  For Scrip questions, contact Julianna Voelker 812-449-8937 

     St. Joe Monthly Lottery Tickets are now 
available. $16,200.00 to be given away next 
year.  Only 500 tickets will be sold.  Cost is $75.  
       Look for your ticket in the mail or from 
your ticket seller.  If you haven’t purchased a 
ticket in the past and would like to do so this 
year, contact the parish office. (812-963-3273).  Tickets 
are now on sale for the Mater Dei/Memorial annual “Buy a 
Ticket for the Tradition” Lottery.  Monthly prizes are 
$10,000, $1500, $1000 and $500.  
Each ticket is $100.  For tickets 
call the  parish office (812-963-
3273) 
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      “Wrestling has taught me a lot go good things—learning to 
be focused in life, self discipline and learning how to be in 
charge of your thinking.  Although wrestling involves a lot of 
physical effort, 90% of being a good wrestler is having the 
right mental attitude.  You have to believe in yourself and 
your ability.  If you don’t, every time you go to the mat for a 
wrestling match, the match is over before it even began.  
Nowadays, wrestling season doesn't really end.  When the high 
school season is over, you start with AAU wrestling and that 
goes all year until it’s time for the wrestling season to begin.  
You have to really want to do this because there are lots of 
times you can think “is this all worth it?”   
       Alec has achieved some success in wrestling.  In grade 
school he won the state wrestling championship for his age 
and weight class.  Then he moved on to Mater Dei but failed 
to make the varsity team for his freshman year.  “That was a 
real low point for me.  I remember thinking that others would 
wonder if I was as good as others have said I was.  But it really 
motivated me to work hard and show others what I was capa-
ble of.  In his sophomore year he finished 3rd in the state and 
last year he finished 6th.  This year his goal is to win the state 
championship for his weight class.   
    There is time for other things in life besides wrestling.  This 
year, he is serving as a Police Officer for the student govern-
ment at Mater Dei.  And he is working hard at his classes.  “I 
think the hardest year I’ve had academically has been my jun-
ior year.  It’s good to have teachers push you to do your best, 
even though you don’t always appreciate it at the time.   
        He counts teachers as among the people in his life that 
have had a big influence on him.  “I’ve really enjoyed taking 
US History with Mr. Goebel and Theology Class with Mr. Schae-
fer (who also happens to be his wrestling coach.”  He also 
names Blake Maurer and Mike Coughlin as big influences.  They 
run the place where he goes for his early morning wrestling 
workouts.  “They are good coaches and, being wrestlers them-
selves, can relate to people.  I know they want to teach you a 
lot of wrestling skills but I appreciate the fact that they are 
even more interested in building people of good character.”   
        He also counts his mom and dad, Stephanie and Evan 
Freeman as big influences.  “My dad has a big heart for others.  
I admire the way he gives 100% to the things he is involved in.  
He has taught me to not back down from the challenges in 
life.  My mom’s got a great smile.  You can tell she really ca-
res for others and has taught me how important that is.”  Alex 
counts the support he gets from his siblings (older sister Ella, 
older brother Dane and younger sister Tess)  as an important 
part of his life.  “We’re pretty close as a family and we try to 
be there for each other.  Christmas, Easter, and Thanksgiving 
are great opportunities to gather with his grandparents and 
cousins for some good food.  And if there is a need to relax, 
there are also the times to gather with the Freeman clan to 
watch the Green Bay Packers play (but only when they win.  
(When they lose, it’s not  too relaxing!) 

    Applications are now available for par-
ents wishing to apply for Mater Dei High 
School Tuition assistance for the 2020-
2021 school year.  Hard copies of applica-
tions will be available at Mater Dei and at 
our school. To download and complete the application online 
at www.materdeiwildcats.com; select “Enrollment”, then 
“Tuition and Financial Assistance”.  The priority deadline for 
applying this year is March 1, 2020.  Contact Jill Seiler at Ma-
ter Dei (812-426-2258, ext. 322 email  jseiler@evdio.org 

     When Alec is not busy with school or wrestling, he has found 
time to work for his Grandma and Grandpa, Pat and Jeanne Free-
man.  “The best part of this is being able to work with my 
grandma. I think she works harder than me.” 
     Next year, Alec is keeping his options open.  “I’m not sure if I 
want to continue a career in wrestling.  Part of that will be deter-
mined by what kind of offers I get.  I’d like to pursue a degree in 
financial management.” 
     WORDS OF WISDOM:  “What I have learned is that it’s impor-
tant to have a focus in life.  You have to be willing to work hard 
for the things you want in life.  Don’t be afraid of challenges in 
life.  Sometimes you don’t know what you are capable of doing 
unless you really get challenged.  Don’t take things for granted 
and appreciate the things you have, especially family.” 

 
Avery Frankenberger 

     Life is busy for Avery Frankenberger, a 
senior at Mater Dei.  She is the daughter of 
Chad and Alison Martin and the older sister to 
CJ Martin.  Understandably, academics  take 
up a big chunk of her life.  Among the classes 
she is taking now, she is excited about the 
forensic class she is taking with Mr. Jewell.  
“We are learning a lot about the different 
parts of a crime scene and a lot about the different kinds of fin-
gerprints.  Usually we would be able to do a lot of outside field 
work  to learn about all this, but the covid pandemic has stopped 
a lot of that activity.   
     Avery is also taking an English novel class which includes read-
ing The Lord of the Flies, Animal Farm, and The Plague.  In her 
film literature class they have been studying Saving Private Ryan.  
(Her teacher for this class is Ms. Bailey Schnur, a St. Joe gradu-
ate) Among the other classes that she has really enjoyed are the 
three different art classes she has taken during her high school 
years.  It will come as no surprise that she names the teachers at 
Mater Dei as having a big influence on her, especially Mrs. Toni 
Wallace, Mr. Mike Goebel, Mrs. Megan Berger, and Mr. Jeremy 
Goebel.   
     Going to school during a pandemic has certainly had its chal-
lenges.  “I think the hard thing is that you can’t meet with your 
friends.  We don’t have the opportunity to celebrate all the  
things that would normally be a part of high school, things like 
going to sporting events, dances, and prom.  It’s just the way it is 
now.”  Still, despite these challenges, Avery has joined other 
students in being part of the Pep Club which works to create 
school spirit.  She’s been able to use her artistic talents to help 
make banners that are on display throughout the school.  She’s 
also part of the Random Acts of Kindness Club.  Their focus is 
writing  notes to encourage other students and creating inspira-
tional  posters to display throughout the school.   
       When Avery is not busy at school, you may find her working 
at the Hilltop Restaurant.  And she enjoys riding her dirt bike 
especially on the courses in the old strip mines near Lynnville.  
And she enjoys going fishing with her mom and dad and her 
younger brother.   
      Avery attended grade school here at St. Joe.  “It was small so 

(Continued on page 6) 

ST. ANNE’S IS SELLING RADA KNIVES These are all American 
made, with a life time guarantee and are very reasonably priced.  
We have starter sets that make nice gifts for Christmas, weddings 
and bridal showers, and of course are great for your 
own personal use!   There are catalogs at the front 
doors of the church with a complete listing  of RADA 
products.   For further information or to order, call 
Imogene (812-963-5221).  Thanks! 

mailto:jseiler@evdio.org
http://www.radamfg.com/


HELPING FAMILIES IN NEED IN OUR PARISH 
     Throughout the year, we get requests for helping families 
in our parish.  These needs include such things as help with 
rent, utility bills, medical bills, food and gas.  
        Sometimes people want to do something 
for families at Christmas.  One thing  that 
families and individuals can do at Christmas or 
any time of the year is to make contributions 
to our Parish Needy Fund.   Whatever  you 
choose to do will be a blessing to others.   Re-
member, your help is always needed. 
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  Danielle Gries and Kylie Mitchell   were recognized during 
the Tomorrow's Workforce luncheon sponsored by the Develop-
ment Office of Mater Dei and Memorial High School 

  Alec Freeman and Hunter Gillenwater (Police Officers), 
Danielle Gries (Class President), and Paige Denning (Clerk 
Affiliate) are all involved in student government at Mater Dei. 

everyone knew one another.  We had a great class and got 
along really well.  I remember having a lot of great teachers 
as well.  I especially remember Mrs. Elpers, who really made 
us work hard.  And the best thing was the great lunches we 
had.  The cafeteria ladies were the greatest.     
     Avery credits her family with being big supporters.  “They 
have taught me about how important it is to have a strong 
faith and they have been a good model of that for me.  We do 
a lot of things together as a family and we like to do a lot of 
things outdoors.”  Among the many things that she has en-
joyed is travelling with her family to vacations where they get 
to spend time at the beach.  Gatherings with grandparents 
and other family members for special holidays are also special 
events.  “My grandparents live close by so we get to spend a 
lot of time with them.” 
     The strong sense of faith has led Avery to go on the Right 
to Life March in Washington DC in her freshman and sopho-
more years.  “It was great to travel with other people and to 
participate  get to see a lot of the national monuments and 
museums there.  One of the museums that made a big impres-
sion on me was the Holocaust Memorial.”   One of the other 
things Avery was looking forward to was going to Haiti on a 
mission trip.  “My Dad and CJ have been working with a person 
in Haiti to build a fish farm to provide food for people.  Part 
of the food is going to help feed the students in our parish in 
Haiti.  Our mission trip got cancelled because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic, but we’re hoping to reschedule it.”  
      Next year Avery would like to pursue a career in law en-
forcement.  “I have applied to USI and hope to take courses on 
law enforcement and criminology.  I’m also interested in ap-
plying to work with the Sheriff Department in the jail and then 
maybe become a deputy sheriff.  If I had a dream job it would 
be to work as a criminal investigator with the police depart-
ment.”   
     WORDS OF WISDOM:  “Living during this pandemic has 
probably been the biggest challenge in my life.  It’s reminded 
me how important it is not to take people for granted. You 
don’t know what you have until you don’t have it anymore.  
I’ve learned how important it is to have a strong faith founda-
tion.  I’ve been blessed to have parents who have given we 
that.  Sometimes when you slow down you can realize again 
the gift of family and friends.  Learn to appreciate the friends 
you have but also be open to making new friendships.  Don’t 
be afraid to get involved and try new things.”   

(Continued from page 5) 

blind to what blinds us. The name for these unconscious internal 
obstacles is bias. Bias makes us resist and reject messages we 
should accept and accept messages we should resist and reject. In 
short …We can’t see what we can’t see because our biases get in 
the way. 
    The blind man in the gos-
pel was quite definite—”I 
want to see!”  It sounds so 
simple.  Who doesn't want to 
see?  Well, a lot of us, actu-
ally.  And it is because our 
biases get in the way.  The 
bigger question for us “do we 
want to take the time to understand what our biases are and how 
they stand in the way to us being able to “see”?   While it is true 
that people can’t see what they can’t see,   maybe there is way to 
learn why it is so hard for us see.  That’s what the book Why Don’t 
They get It” is all about and what I would like to share with you.   
      So let’s look at some of the biases we all deal with. 

 
CONFIRMATION BIAS 

We judge new ideas based on the ease with which they  
fit in with and confirm the only standard we have: old ideas, 

old information, and trusted authorities. As a result,  
our framing story, belief system, or paradigm   

excludes whatever doesn’t fit. 
 

     Whenever new information comes to us, we tend to see it 
through the filters of our own life.  If it confirms what we already 
believe, we accept it and if it doesn’t, we reject it.  A simple ex-
ample.  I like to read bulletins.  Some years ago, in the 1970’s 
when Fr. Leroy Dilger was pastor, there was a note in the bulletin 
that said “Some people have complained because when they call 
the rectory, they get the answering machine rather than hearing 
me answer the phone.  The reason I have installed an answering 
machine, is that I am not always in the office but working in 
school or visiting people in the hospitals.”  Obviously this caused 
certain people to be upset.  Their belief system said “a priest 
should be at the rectory when I call for him.”  Now fast forward to 
2020.  On the weekends especially, when I am home,  I answer the 
phone.  And the response I often get is  “Oh, Father, I didn’t want 
to bother you, I was hoping to get the answering service.”  Quite a 
change.  New information comes in and our world view changes.   
     We are all presented with new ideas —women bus drivers, 
women doctors, male nurses, a black man who is president, a 
woman who is vice-president, or if we really want to stretch our-
selves—same sex couples, or maybe even women priests.  What 
happens?  Here’s how the author puts it: 
     My brain (without my conscious awareness, and certainly with-
out my permission) makes incredibly quick decisions as it evalu-
ates incoming information or ideas.  Ideas that fit in are easy and 
convenient to accept, and they give me pleasure because the con-
firm what I already think. 
     But ideas that don’t fit easily will require me to think, and 
think twice,  and maybe even rethink some of my long held-
assumptions. That kind of thinking is hard work. It requires a lot 
of time and energy. My brain has a lot going on, so it interprets 
hard work like this as pain. It’s as if I’m presented with a new 
picture that won’t fit in my old frame and so requires me to build 
a new one. Wanting to save me from that extra reframing work, 
my brain presses a “reject” or “delete” button when a new idea 
presents itself. “I’ll stick with my current frame, thank you very 
much,” it says. And it gives me a little jolt of pleasure to reward 
me for my efficiency. 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
We gratefully acknowledge the contributions made to St. Joseph Parish in memory  

of these loved ones.  Let us continue to remember the gift  they have been in our lives. 

William C. Morphew 
Carl & Joan Stewart 

John M. Scheller 
Vernon & Hilda Schaefer 
Donald & Lena Woodward 
Dennis & Bobette Toalson 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

Mark Rexing 
Sr. Marie Therese 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

Chris Clem 
Brian & Stephanie Price 

 

ESTELLE & JEROME 
 SCHNEIDER 

 HAITI ENDOWMENT 
IN MEMORY OF 

Jerome Schneider 
John & Julie Talley 

 

LEROY & ROSE WEISS 
 CEMETERY ENDOWMENT 

IN MEMORY OF 

Lee E. Weiss 
Rose Weiss 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

Robert Woodward 
Rose Weiss 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

Neacie Singleton 
Rose Weiss 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

Tony Weiss 
Rose Weiss 

Sam & Brenda Hosick 
Cathy Funkhouser 
Delores Schroeder 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

Bud & Sharon Werner 
Rose Weiss 

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
IN MEMORY OF 

Rita Englert Wells 
Ron & Donna Miller 

Doug & Wendy Schapker 
Carol S. Collins, Charles 
Hisch, Linda Tenbarge 

Mary, George &  
Laura Huelsman 
Leona Englert 

Vicky Berneking 
 

IN MEMORY OF 

Neacie Singleton 
Tom & Donna Blythe 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

Roberta Waninger 
Gary & Dianne Wunderlich 

St. James School 
 

IN MEMORY OF 

Ruth Rice 
Mary Stippler 

Imogene Memmer 
Mike & Debbie Hinton 
Lindsay & Bradley Rice 

William & Karen McNally 
Kathy Buchanan 
Lil MacGregor  

Molly & Dennis Clevenger 
Libby Broerman 

Marcia & Tom Ballare 
Sue Henderson 
James Stratman 

Bill & Janice Templeton 
Gary & Phyllis Thiel 
Glenda Hauschild 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

Robert J. Woodward 
Cecile Martin 
Lana Barhhart 

Marlene Voelker 
Rick & Pauline Elpers 

John & Lori Elpers 
Terry Drone 

SR. BRIDGET ARNOLD 
SCHOOL ENDOWMENT 

IN MEMORY OF 

Bud & Sharon Werner 
Jon & Bernette Locklar 

 

TONY STRICKER  
P.E. ENDOWMENT 

IN MEMORY OF 

Bud & Sharon Werner 
Lee & Toni Askins 

 

ST. JOE HAITI MINISTRY 
IN MEMORY OF 

Bud & Sharon Werner 
Ron & Margaret Angermeier 

 

ST. JOSEPH PARISH 
 ENDOWMENT 
IN MEMORY OF 

Bud & Sharon Werner 
Charlene Altstadt 

Bob & Martha Baehl 
Marilyn & Albert Baehl 

Richard & Imogene Baehl 
Ed & Doris Baumgart 
Tom & Donna Blythe 

Al & Janet Debes 
Joe & Karla Deweese 
Neal & Peggy Dossett 

Terry Drone 
Michael & Joanna Egler 

Mike & Ann Ennis 
Butch & Linda Feulner 

Tom & Delores Folz 
Jim & Cathy Glaser 
Tony & Tina Glaser 

Vernon & Connie Gries 
Dean & Laura Happe 

Marge Hassler 
Becky Heidorn 

Jim & Susan Helmer 
Michael & Susan Kirsch 

Carol Klenck 
Ray & Sylvia Koch 

Allen & Lori Koester 
Dan & Mary Ruth Lasher 

Greg & Diane Matt 
Larry & Beth Muensterman 

Steve Preske 
Gene & Marianne Ritter 

Helfrich Family 
Roberta Schweizer 

Norb & Patricia Spellmeyer 
Carolyn (Susie) Stephan 

Mike & Pam Webley 
Don & Alice Weis 

Jerry & Patti Whoehler 
St. Joe Senior Citizens 
St. Joe Funeral Dinner 

 Committee 
Brian & Stephanie Price 

Phil & Becky Dosher 
Clay & Denise Allison 

Margie Hartmann 
Bryan & Ann Craney 
Lorraine Blanford 

Bob & Marilyn Mossberger 
Michael & Donna Hiestand 

Ray & Eloise Hamner 
Jerry & Beth Spaetti 

Gary & Dianne Wunderlich 
Tim & Judy Bishop 

Bob & Linda Englert 
Tom & Jackie Elsner 

John & Diane Bassemier 
Dave & Charlotte Schlichting 

Jim Hermann 
Jerry & Cherie Burgdorf 
Evansville Athletic Club 
DWA Recreations, Inc. 

Harold & Melanie Kasten-Krause 
David & Cynthia Altstadt 

Mrs. Harold R. Krause 
Judy A. Eskew 

Jess & Marcia Roberts 
Gregory Dewes 

Douglas & Diane Wofsey 
Jane A. Koch 

Daniel & Mary Brassard 
Susan Kirsch 
Sue Bengert 
Mark Rexing 

Scott & Susan Riley 
Mary Ann Weidner 

REMEMBERING ST. JOSEPH PARISH WITH AN END OF THE YEAR  
CONTRIBUTION THROUGH THE CARPENTER SOCIETY   

            St. Joseph Parish has been an integral part of each of our lives. Many of us come  from families who have 
raised their children while experiencing the financial demands of life, and so we can  fully appreciate the need 
for financial security. We are committed to leaving our parish better off than we found it.  In pursuit of that goal, 
we invite each of you, to join in making a year-end gift to one or more of our parish endowments.  What a special 
way for us to show our love for the church that has meant so much to each of us.   Our gifts to our parish endow-
ments provide an increasing stream of income for our parish that goes on forever.   We invite you, then, to share 
with our parish by making a year-end gift to one of our parish endowments.  Currently there are twenty-nine dif-
ferent parish endowments and you can designate your contribution to any one them.  Contact  Fr. Gene Schroeder 
(812-963-3273)  or (812-499-9074) for more information about making an end of the year contribution.     May 
Christ continue to richly bless you and all those you hold dear during this holy season and always.  
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       This month, Catholics throughout the United States are 
being invited to participate in the collection for the Retirement 

Fund for Religious.    
      There was a time, in the his-
tory of our parish, when the 
Franciscan nuns who taught in 
our school, went several years 
without receiving any pay at all.  
Even when they were paid, the 
amount of money they received 
was very small—about $350 a 
year.  Yet, they came to teach 
and to serve us.   
     Much the same can be said 
about the Benedictine nuns who 

taught many of our parishioners at Mater Dei.    Now many of 
these women are old and in need of much care.  The cost for 
their care far exceeds their resources.  That is why we are in-
vited to give to this special collection. Together, as a Church, 
we can  honor their faithfulness by being faithful—and gener-
ous—in return. There are special envelopes in your regular 
monthly packet of envelopes.   

Be an island  of mercy  in  
a  sea  of  indifference.  

                      Pope Francis 

      Not all of us can do great things, but 
we can do small things with great love.   
St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

Dear friends at St. Joe,      
        Once again I am writing to thank you for the 
donations of canned food you continue to bring 
each week.  The number of people who come to 
the Food Pantry continues to grow especially with the coro-
navirus pandemic and the coming winter months.  This past 
October, with your help, we were able to provide a four day 
supply of food along with hygiene and cleaning items for 2,840 
persons in 1,306 different households.  Thanks for partnering 

with us.     Sr. Donna  Herr, O.S.B.  Food Pantry Director 

  

  

    Needing a gift this holiday season for 
the person who has it all?  Honor them by giving the gift of 
food to the children at our sister parish, St. James Parish, 
located in Plaine du Nord, Haiti.  Gifts ranging in price from 
$5-$100. 
      Here’s how it works.  Complete the order form found at 
the self-service station located in the front of church, or com-
plete the order form below.  Make checks payable to St. Jo-
seph Parish.  Place the order form and check  in the collection 
basket, drop it by the parish office or mail it to Haiti Gifts of 
Compassion St. Joseph Parish 6202 W. St. Joseph Rd.  Evans-
ville, IN  47720.  After your order form and check have been 
received a card describing your gift will be mailed to your 
address.  The card can then be gifted to your recipient.  Mail 
orders MUST be received by December 21, 2020 

Questions?  Please email Eric Reffitt at eref-

fitt@sbcglobal.com, Alison Martin at alison@twc.com or Karla 

Deweese at karlasdeweese@gmail.com 

 

     ITEM  QUANTITY COST          TOTAL 

Feed a Child 

for a month ______  x $5.00            ________ 

 

Feed a Child 

for 2 months ______  x $10.00           ________ 

 

Feed a Child 

for 6 months ______  x $25.00           ________ 

 

Feed a Child 

  for a year ______  x $50.00           ________ 

 

   Feed the  

entire school 

(600 students) ______  x $100         ________ 

 

 

NAME  ____________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS  __________________________________________ 

 

               __________________________________________ 

 

PHONE    ___________________________________________ 

     As with everything else, our work with our friends at St. 
James Parish in Plaine du Nord, has been affected by the coro-
navirus pandemic.  We had two different mission groups who 
were planning on going to Haiti to work with our brothers and 
sisters and both of these trips were cancelled.  There are some 
folks who want to travel to Haiti next spring, but it remains to 
be seen if that will happen. 
     However we have still been doing our best to continue the 
projects we have been involved in.  Monie Sicel and the folks in 
our “Sewing Hope” Group are continuing to gather materials and 
sewing paraphernalia to send to Haiti.  They have also been in-
viting others to sponsor the students in our sewing program.   
      Thanks to the efforts of Chad Martin, we have been able to 
get a fish farm up and running again.  Not only will this provide 
food for the local community, but we will also be able to pro-
vide fish to supplement the school lunches we are providing for 
the children in our grade school and high school. 
     We are continuing to develop the plans for a new computer 
lab for the grade school and high school.  We’ve been able to set 
up a solar panel system that is providing a consistent source of 
electricity for this lab, and the church, and the medical clinic.   
     The folks who are heading our student  education sponsorship 
program have spent a lot of work getting people to renew their 
sponsorships and inviting new people to sponsor a child’s educa-
tion.  Eric Reffett is the new coordinator for this program, taken 
over from Carrie Fehrenbacher who has been the coordinator for 
the past several years.   
    And finally, we have a new pastor at St. James, Fr. Dubois.  
We’ve been in touch with him and look forward to working with 
him.   

mailto:ereffitt@sbcglobal.com
mailto:ereffitt@sbcglobal.com
mailto:alison@twc.com
mailto:karlasdeweese@gmail.com
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Saturday 
December 26, 2020 

5 PM 

Lee Askins 
Peter and Jodi Fehrenbacher 

Mary Loehrlein Carolyn Hutchison 

Sis Jarboe 
 

Patrick McDonald 
 

Fred and Judy Gries 
 

Sunday 
December 27, 2020 

8 AM 

Al Debes Sarah Duncan 
Tom and Dolores Folz 

 Jalane Weber 
Marcia Frey 

Conner Frey  
Kylie Frey 

 

Larry and Henrietta Happe 
 

Sunday 
December 27, 2020 

10:30 AM 

Diane Bassemier Darlene Appler 
Danielle Schmitt 

Tricia Gerteisen Doris Taylor 

Jane Scheller 
 

Ashley and 
Gabe Jung 

Jim and Jane Scheller 
 

Saturday 
January 2, 2020 

5 PM 

Chuck Jansen Brandon Werner 
Natalie Schneider 

Ron and Margaret Angermeier 
Toni Askins 

Patrick McDonald 
 

Don and Alice Weis 
 

Sunday 
January 3, 2020 

8 AM 

Imogene Baehl Michael Elpers 
Randy and Kathy  Fehrenbacher 

Chick Duncan 
 

Dennis Niemeier  
Parker  Baumeyer  

 
Tom and Donna Blythe 

 

Sunday 
January 3, 2020 

10:30 AM 

Addison Elpers Tricia Gertiesen 
Sally Kempf Cecelia Koch 

Joe Crowdus 

Mandy Elpers 
 

Troy  
Gerteisen 

 
Randy and Darlene Appler 

Saturday 
January 9, 2020 

5 PM 

Donald Werner 
Lee and Toni Askins 

Bob and Mary Kay Fehrenbacher 

Mike Reffett 
 

Louis & Lexa Meredith 
John and Jane Luigs 

 

Sunday 
January 10, 2020 

8 AM 

Jean Duncan  
Bryan and Ann Craney 

 Marcia Frey Terry Drone 

Terry Drone 
 

Ben Gries and Ian Simmons 
 

Dan and Mary Ruth Lasher 
 

Sunday 
January 10, 2020 

10:30 AM 

Kitty Deig  Paul Hillenbrand 
Amy Cody Jena Wessel 

Jason Gertiesen 
Jane Scheller 

Katelyn and Zach Bishop  
 

Mike Forcum Family 

Saturday 
January 16, 2020 

5 PM 

Donna Niemeier 
Eric and Karen  McDonald 
Butch and Linda Feulner 

Toni Askins Devin Feulner Lee and Toni Askins 

Sunday 
January 17, 2020 

8 AM 

Rodney and Paula Baehl 
Sr. Marie Therese 

Dave and Betty Fehrenbacher 
Donna Blankenberger 

Addy Wilkinson  
Madelynn Manger 

Dave and Sandy Schmitt 

Sunday 
January 17,  2020 

10:30 AM 

Rachel Schnaus Jason Gerteisen  
Becky Dosher Shane Wessel 

Steve Jung 
Jessica Reckelhoff 

Kurt Forcum  
Parker Warren 

Kevin Hartz Family 

DATE EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS LECTOR SERVER GIFT BEARERS 

      As we continue to navigate through this coronavirus pandemic, the liturgical ministers we need for  
our weekend  Masses are limited to our lectors and, when the need arises, one Eucharistic minister.   

We have printed this schedule in case things move back to our normal routine. 
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December 2020  
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 7:30 am  Mass 

 
 

2 7:30 am Mass 

      
Parish Staff  Noon 

 

3    

NO MASS 
 

4 7:30 am Mass 

   
 

5Sacrament of 

   Reconciliation 
 4-4:40 pm 

      
 5 pm Mass 

 
St. Vincent  

dePaul 
Food Collection 

 

68 &10:30 Mass 

Family Religion Class   
St. Vincent dePaul 

Food Pantry  
CollectioN 

Confirmation 
Rite of Election 
At 10:30 Mass 

77am—6:30pm 

     Eucharistic  
Adoration  

 
Mass 6:30 pm 

 
Knights of  

St. John 7 pm 
 
 

8 
7:30 am Mass 

 
 
 

9 
 7:30 am Mass 

    
Parish Staff  

Meeting 12 Noon 
     

 

10 No Mass 

 

11 7:30 am   

            Mass 
 
 
 

12  
Sacrament of 

   Reconciliation 
 4-4:40 pm 

    
      5 pm Mass 

St. Vincent 
 dePaul 

Food Collection 

13  8 &10:30  

            Mass 
 St. Vincent dePaul 

Food Pantry  
Collection 

Family Class 
 

147am—6:30pm  

Eucharistic  
Adoration  

 
Mass 6:30 pm 

 
Men’s Club  7 pm 

 

15  
7:30 am Mass 

16 7:30 am 

             MASS 

 

17   
NO  MASS 

187:30 am Mass 

LAST DAY OF 
SCHOOL 

19 5 pm Mass 

St. Vincent 
 dePaul 

Food Collection 
   

20 8 & 10:30 

am Mass 
RCIA  

 

21 7am-6:30pm  

Eucharistic 
Adoration 

 Mass 6:30pm 

22 7:30 Mass 23    

  NO MASS 

24 
Christmas  

Mass  
3 pm and 5 pm 

25 Christmas  

Day Mass  
9 am 

26 
      5 pm Mass 
 

St. Vincent  
dePaul 

Food Collection 

27 8 & 10:30 

          Masses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEAST OF THE 
HOLY FAMILY 

 
 

28  
   7am—6:30pm  

Eucharistic  
Adoration  

 
Mass 6:30 pm 

29 7:30 Mass 30  7:30 Mass 31 
NO MASS 

1 New Year’s 

 Day Mass   
8 am 

 

2 

St. Vincent dePaul 
Food Collection 
Haiti Collection 
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SENIOR BOA 
Edward Jones 

Jim Back CFPS® 
Financial Advisor 

216 SE 
Riverside Dr 
Evansville, IN 

47713 
(812) 424-5444 
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St. Joseph Catholic Church 
Vanderburgh County 
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Evansville, IN 47720 
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PARISH OFFICE:  812-963-3273    
SCHOOL:OFFICE  812-963-3335    

SCHOOL FAX:  812-963-3337 
PRAYER CHAIN: 812-963-3149 

www. stjoeco.org 

 
 
 

Fr. Gene Schroeder—Pastor 
E-mail  gschroeder@evdio.org 

Ms. Kristan Gilles—Director of Liturgy/ Music 
E-mail kgilles@evo.org 

Mr. Nathan Winstead—Principal 
E-mail  nwinstead@evdio.org 
Mrs. Julie Kempf—Secretary 

E-mail  jkempf@evdio.org 
Mrs. Jessica Reckelhoff 

E-mail jreckelhoff#@evdio.org 
Coordinator of Religious Education 

 

WEEKEND MASSES:  Saturday 5pm 
Sunday 8 and 10 am 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
CHRISTMAS EVE  

THURSDAY DECEMBER 24 
3:00 PM  and 5:00 PM 

 
CHRISTMAS DAY   

 FRIDAY DECEMBER 25 9:00 AM 

 
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26  5 PM 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27  8:00 & 10:30 AM 

 
NEW YEAR’S DAY  

FRIDAY, JANUARY 1  MASS AT 8 AM 

Again this year you are invited to remember your loved ones in a 
special way at Christmas by including their name(s) 
in the Christmas Flower Memorials.  Please send the 
name or names of people you want to remember to 
the parish office along with your donation to the 
parish office by Dec. 14.  The names will be printed 
in the Christmas bulletin. 

        You may have heard the old saying that people only change 
their minds when the pain of not changing surpasses the pain of 
changing. That old saying is all about confirmation bias.  
     Let’s look at another bias we all deal with.   
 

The Complexity Bias 
Along with being biased against anything that doesn’t  
confirm what we already think, we have a built in bias 

 toward simple concepts or explanations, even if  
they’re inaccurate or incomplete.   

 
     President Harry Truman once said that what you need as 
President is a lot of “hands.”  He said this because when he met 
with his advisors about different issues, they would tell him “on 
the one hand……, but on the other hand…...but then on the other 
hand……   We live in a world that is increasingly more compli-
cated.  And there are often no simple and easy answers.  We 
want the world to be simple, to be either, or, right or wrong, but 
the world is mostly gray.  And the older you get in life, the more 
you realize this is the case.   

(Continued from page 6) 

      But that is hard to deal with.  We 
yearn for simplicity and when someone 
tells us “this is right and this is wrong” it 
becomes very attractive.  We would 
rather believe simple explanations even 
when we know that things are not really 
that simple.  The scary thing is that our 
brains work very fast in rejecting com-
plex ideas even before we have had time 
to consciously think about them. 
     Next month, we’ll continue to ex-
plore more of the biases we all deal 
with. 


