
 

 

Fr. Gene Schroeder 

PASTOR 
    Recently I came across this quote from Pope 
John XXIII.  It was part of his letter announcing 

his decision to call together leaders of the church for the Sec-
ond Vatican Council.                
It often happens, as we have learned in the daily exercise of 
the apostolic ministry, that, not without offense to our ears, 
the voices of people are brought to us who, although burning 
with religious fervor, nevertheless do not think things 
through with enough discretion and prudence of judgment. 
These people see only ruin and calamity in the present condi-
tions of human society. They keep repeating that our times, 
if compared to past centuries, have been getting worse. And 
they act as if they have nothing to learn from history, which 
is the teacher of life, and as if at the time of past Councils 
everything went favorably and correctly with respect to 
Christian doctrine, morality, and the Church's proper free-
dom. We believe We must quite disagree with these prophets 
of doom who are always forecasting disaster, as if the end of 
the world were at hand.  

     It was the early 1960’s and there was much to be concerned 
about.  Pope John XXIII and the bishops at the time had lived 
through the horrors of WW I where more than 20 million people 
were killed.  And they were only 15 years away from all the 
horrors of WW II where  more than 89 million people perished.  
Pope John spent time as a medic in the Italian army during WW 
I and during WWII, when he was the Pope’s representative in 
Turkey, he tried to save Jewish families  from being sent to the 
gas chambers.  And the  1950’s and 1960’s were filled with 
fears of a nuclear war and social unrest throughout the world.    
        If there was a reason to feel pessimistic about life at the 
time, there were certainly lots of reasons to do so.  But Pope 
John XXIII did not see the world this way.  He came to proclaim 
a fundamental truth about God and our world.  It’s the truth 
we read in the beginning of the Book of Genesis where we hear 

the words “and God saw that it 
was good” repeated again and 
again after announcing the 
creation of the world with all 
its plants and animals and then 
human beings themselves.   
      It is the same truth we hear 
being proclaimed in the Gospel 
of John at Christmas—”the light 
came into the world and the 
darkness did not destroy 
it...and the Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among 
us. “ 
     It’s good for us to remem-
ber these words and even more 

(Continued on page 9) 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 

—Remembering Katie Schiff 
    & John Reckelhoff…,,,..p. 2 
 
—Introducing our High 
       School Seniors………..p. 4 
 
—Opportunities  
              to Serve……….. p.  8 
 
—Honoring People by Giving 
   the Gift of Food ……….. p. 8 
 
—Remembering the home 
    bound at Christmas…....12 

 

NEWSLETTER OF ST. JOSEPH PARISH 
62o2 W. St. Joseph road   Evansville, in 47720 

Celebrating our 180th year 

december—2021 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES  
DECEMBER 15th and 17th 

      It is good for us to come together as a community to cele-
brate the forgiveness and peace that God alone can bring.  It 
is important that we pray with each other and for each other.  
To help us do this, we will have two Communal Penance Ser-
vices during the Season of Advent—Wednesday, December 15th 
at 7:00 pm and Friday, December 17th at 11:00 am.   

     I hope that you take this opportunity 
to come together in prayer. Please take 
the time to invite your friends and 
neighbors to come as well      
      I will also  be available to celebrate 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation privately 
for those who wish to avail themselves of 
this opportunity.   If these times are not 
convenient, please call and I will make a 

time available to you that is convenient. 

                                       Fr. Gene Schroeder 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
CHRISTMAS EVE  

FRIDAY  DECEMBER 24 
4 PM MASS WITH CHILDREN 

9 PM  CHRISTMAS MASS AT NIGHT 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY    
 SATURDAY DECEMBER 25  

MASS AT 9:00 AM 
NO 5 PM MASS 

 
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26  
 8:00 & 10:30 AM 

 
NEW YEAR’S EVE FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31  

MASS AT 5 PM 
NEW YEAR’S DAY, SATURDAY, JANUARY  1 

MASS AT 5 PM 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 2 

MASS AT 8  & 10:30 AM 
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REMEMBERING 

John Reckelhoff 
March 24, 1953 - October 17, 2021 

     John was a kind and thoughtful 
man who blessed us with his gentle 
presence for many years.  He was 
born on March 24, 1953, the only son 
of Robert and Ruth Pearline Reckel-
hoff.  He had an older sister, Jane 
and two younger sisters, Anne and 
Sara.  His family grew up in the small 

town of Ferdinand, Indiana where he went to school first at St. 
Ferdinand Grade School and then graduated from St. Ferdinand 
High School in 1971.  John continued his education by getting a 
degree in Chemical Engineering at Rose Hulman Institute.   
     It was during his senior year at Rose Hulman that John met 
the love of his life—Sylvia Hochgesang, a young girl from Jasper, 
Indiana.  They met at the Rustic, a popular gathering place for 
young people in the Jasper area.  John liked to tell everyone that 
they met during a police raid at the Rustic!  Luckily, they were 
not among the folks that the police were looking for!  
     John and Sylvia were married on June 25, 1977 at Holy Family 
Church in Jasper.  After graduation, John accepted a job working 
at Iglehart Foods where he worked in product development.  He 
and Sylvia first lived in a small apartment off Green River Road 
and then moved into a home on St. James Blvd.  It was there that 
they began their family which in time would include, Andy, An-
gela, Aaron, Anna, Adam and Amelia.  In time, John would take 
on a new job with Mead Johnson where he also worked in Prod-
uct Development.  He and Sylvia would build a new house  on 
Henze Road which became his home for the rest of his life. 
      John was an extremely gifted engineer.  He knew a great 
deal about product development.  Among the many projects he 
worked on at Mead Johnson was the development of their line of 
Boost Nutritional Drinks. John was well respected by his col-
leagues not just for his intellectual knowledge but also for his 
kind an generous presence.   
      John was a man of many interests and many talents.  He was 
good at woodworking.  Visit his home and you’ll find any number 
of examples of his handiwork.  He enjoyed music.  In his younger 
days he played the piano and the guitar.  And he enjoyed listen-
ing to records especially on the different record players he col-
lected through the years.  John had a great appreciation for all 
manner of things, especially antiques.  He had an eye for things 
ranging from train sets to cars.  And, with his engineering back-
ground and his ability to work with his hands, John enjoyed the 
chance to repair any manner of items.  And if he couldn’t figure 
it out the first time, not a problem.  Just let it set for a while 
and let him mull it over in his mind and he could come up with a 
new way of fixing things.  Some folks might think that John loved 
to collect all manner of things.  If you happened to visit the 
Reckelhoff home you would find a number of John’s “treasures” 
on display. 
     John enjoyed gardening as well and watching things grow.  He 
liked to plant flowers and especially enjoyed planting different 
fruit trees.  Using his engineering background and his analytical 
approach, John worked hard trying to find the best kind of soil 
for the different trees and flowers.  
      John loved to watch movies and he especially enjoyed mov-
ies about history.  With an eye for detail and his encyclopedic 

    
      One group of faithful workers in our 
parish is our faithful mowing crews.  Not 
only do their efforts save us thousands of 
dollars in labor costs, but also their efforts 
have made our parish campus look beauti-
ful.  So now we take this time to extend a 
big thanks to them.  Here’s some names we 
missed last month! 

Terry Drone 
Pat and Shari Kempf 

Barb Rexing 
Rick Elpers  

Michelle Reffett 
Zak & Stephanie Tanner 

Don and Debbie Baumgart 
Ted Zirkelbach 

Brad Schnur 

Becky Heidorn 

Morgan Jones 

Tracy Adler  

Gene Schmitt 

Mary Ruth Lasher 
Matt Voelker 

knowledge, he could point out which items in the movie were 
correct for the time period and which ones were not.  Most 
folks wouldn’t notice such things, but John did.   
      Being a husband and father were central to John’s life.  
He passed on to his children many of the values he learned as 
a young child.   Learning how to share, using your individual 
talents the best way you can, appreciate the things that you 
have, don’t be wasteful, john enjoyed his time with his family 
and especially joining in various board games. Games of 
Yatzee and Scrabble as well as cards games, especially Gin 
Rummy were staples in the family.  But watch out, John could 
be pretty competitive.  And with his knowledge he was pretty 
deadly in games of Scrabble and working cross word puzzles.   
       Through the years, John was quick to offer his services at 
all manner of parish events.  In the early years, John could be 
found working at the bingo games at our summer social.  He 
also served as one of the bingo callers.  Later, he helped with 
the grand raffle booth.  Perhaps more people will remember 
John from his work at our annual rummage sale.  John’s area 
of expertise was determining if there were any truly valuable 
“antiques” among the many items that were brought to the 
rummage sale.  Through the years, John often spent hours 
doing research on various items.  He had a great eye for spe-
cial treasures.   
       John’s life ended far too soon this past October 17.  
Throughout his life John dealt with diabetes and, in recent 
years, some major heart issues.  It was heart issues that led 
John to St. Vincent Hospital here in Evansville in early Octo-
ber.  He was transferred to the heart unit of St. Vincent’s in  
Indianapolis where they hoped to do open heart surgery.  But 
that was not to be.   He died with his wife Sylvia and his fam-
ily by his side.  We give thanks for John’s faithful presence 
among us,  his delight in his children and his grandchildren, 
and the kindness and gentleness that was his special blessing 
to all of us.   

 

Katie Schiff 
December 13, 1985 - October 12, 2021 
      St,  Mother Teresa often told peo-
ple that “unless life s lived for others 
it is not worth living.”  Over the years 
many people have come to understand 
the wisdom of this saying.  No  doubt, 
that Katie Schiff was one of them. 
        Katie was born on December 13, 
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SNOW REMOVAL CREWS:  We’re looking for people to help with 
snow removal.   If you are willing to be part of this group and/
or have some equipment that could be 
used to clear snow, call the parish of-
fice (812-963-3273) or (812-499-9074).  
We’ll get a list together and then, 
when we know it might snow, we can 
call folks and coordinate our snow re-
moval efforts.  Every little bit helps!  

      The State of Indiana now enables 
you  to reduce your  state tax liability 
while at the same time helping families 
send their children to our school.  Donors 
are eligible to take advantage of  a 50% 
credit against their state tax liability  for 
contributions  made to Choice Scholar-

ship, (SGO).  If you make a  contribution of $100 to this SGO, 
you can take $50 off your state taxes. There is no minimum 
necessary contribution.  However much you give, half of that 
amount can be deducted from your state taxes.   In addition, 
your full contribution can also be deducted for federal tax 
purposes. You can also make a donation of stock which will 
enable you to avoid paying capital gains tax.   
             Contributions that are made to our SGO are desig-
nated for St. Joseph School, so the money you contribute will 
definitely go to providing a grant for a needy family here in 
our parish..   
        You can make your contribution on line.  Simply go to the 
website http://www.i4qed.org/sgo.  Click on “donate online” 
and follow the simple directions.  Be sure to designate “St. 
Joseph Evansville” as the school so 
that your gift will directly benefit 
us.  
       For more information about this 
opportunity call Fr. Gene Schroeder 
(812-963-3273). 

1985, the only daughter  and child born to Allan   and Kris Proc-
ter.  As a young girl she attended Holy Rosary School from 
which she graduated.  Even as a young child, Katie made lasting 
impressions on her teachers.  Her English/grammar teacher 
remembered her as a being a person who knew all the different 
rules about proper grammar.  This attention to details would 
become a hallmark of her life.  Later Katie attended Memorial 
High School.  There she not only excelled in academics but, as 
a gifted athlete, shared her skills as a member of the soccer 
and basketball teams.  Later Katie graduated from Signature 
School where she also excelled as a member of the girl’s golf 
team.  Her love for golf would be a life long passion and one 
which, in time, she would share with her sons. 
      As an only child, Katie had a close relationship with her 
mom and dad.  As her mother recalled, “we were together all 
the time.”   For Katie that meant going with them as they 
made the rounds to different customers with the business of 
managing the local Grippos Potato Chip Franchise.   She also 
spent time with her mom as she worked with the Freedom Fes-
tival.  During one of the events, Katie got to meet the pilots of 
the Navy’s Blue Angels Precision Flying Team.  They invited her 
to come and visit them at their base in Pensacola, Florida.  As a 
result of these connections, Katie began attending the Univer-
sity of West Florida.  After spending a couple of years there, 
Katie decided to come back to Evansville to attend classes at 
the University of Evansville.   
     By this time, Katie had joined forces with her mom who had 
started a new business called Knitwhits & Pen Pals.  Through 
this day to day involvement in the business, Katie learned the 
ins and outs of operating a small business.  Her love for people 
and her welcoming presence made her a natural in the world of 
retail business.  She was a strong and independent woman.  She 
was guided by a strong sense of family values.  She was a tal-
ented decorator and a great organizer.  There was no challenge 
that was too big for her to embrace.   

      As a charming and beautiful young woman, she caught the 
eye of many young men.  One of them was named Jake Schiff, a 
recent graduate of Mater Dei and ISU.  Their romance blos-
somed and they were married on August 11, 2011.  In time their 
life would include three sons, Payne, Weber and Morris.  For the 
rest of her life, her sons would be her primary focus and the 
recipient of her considerable talents and energy.   
      It was their concern for their sons that led Jake and Katie to 
come to St. Joseph Parish.  Finding a community where she felt 
she belonged was a big concern for Katie.  As someone who 
grew up on the east side of Evansville, finding that place in the 
tightly knitted west side could seem daunting.  But Katie did 
find a home here, especially with our school community. 
      During last year’s school year, as we navigated our way 
through the coronavirus pandemic, we had to limit the volun-
teers coming into the school. Katie became one of the few who 
were able to come and help.  Her enthusiasm for life, her sensi-
tivity to the needs of others, and her willingness to do what 
needed to be done to keep the school year going became hall-
marks of her time working in school.  One of the special bonds 
she developed was with the lunch ladies Keri, Cheri and Beth, 
working  with them in the school cafeteria.  “She made us feel 
like we were princesses every time she came by.” 
     Katie’s life revolved around her three sons.  As they grew 
and began school, Katie’s goal was to help her sons become 
good men and good fathers.  And she had considerable skills to 
devote to that task.  Her friends remember her as a person who 
was always on the go.  It seemed she was always doing some-
thing for her sons, or Jake, or one of the many people she came 
to know who needed a little extra boost in life.  Like many 
mothers, she was the consummate multitasker.  One person 
recalled seeing her cheering one son at a baseball game, open-
ing snacks for a second son, all the while carrying her third son. 
She had the ability to be very organized and, at the same time, 
take the time to be present to the needs of her sons.  When 
they needed special attention, the laundry could wait.   
       Katie was a person who was easy to love.  For her mother 
and father in-law, “she was the daughter we never had.”  She 
became good friends with the parents of other school families, 
especially those who had  children in her sons’ classes.  She 
loved St. Joe and her enthusiasm became contagious.  All these 
qualities made her unexpected death such a body blow for our 
school families as well as her family and friends. 
    The end happened so quickly.  On a Friday, she complained 
of a violent headache.  Yet, even as sick as she was, she was 
concerned with the details of a party for her sons and their 
classmates.  Was there enough hamburger for the tacos?  Were 
all the kids notified about the time and place for the party?  At 
the hospital, they discovered that she had a serious, life threat-
ening brain tumor.  By Tuesday she had died.   
     Katie’s death has left a big void in the lives of her husband 
Jake, her mother Kris, her sons and her many family members 
and friends.  And she left a big void in our parish school commu-
nity.  As we pray for them, we also pray that the love she had 
for so many  and her zest for life,  will lesson the grief we now 
experience.  May we, in time, come to know again the truth 
that our lives truly find meaning when they are lived for others. 



INTRODUCING OUR HIGH 

SCHOOL SENIORS     
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way she lived her life.  That was a real model of faith for me.” 
       Family time and family relationships have been a big part 
of Nikki’s life.  “I really like spending time with my sisters as we 
grew up.  I think we are a pretty close family.  We’ve enjoyed 
camping, watching movies and just spending time together.”  
Time with extended family members is also important.  “I like 
getting together with my cousins especially at Christmas and 
other holidays.  There’s always a lot of good food to eat and a 
chance to play a lot of games with cousins.  But mostly I enjoy 
just having the chance to  catch on the things that are happen-
ing with my cousins.” 
      It’s not surprising that when Nikki thinks about the people 
who have had the most influence on her life, she turns to her 
parents.  “My mom has such a big heart for others.  She works 
as a nurse in the pediatric intensive care unit.  Her example is 
probably the main reason I am thinking about a career in the 
medical field.  My dad has been a big influence as well.  We 
tease him  a lot because he’s had to grow up in a house full of 
women.  My dad was really close to his dad, who died this past 
year.  It really impressed me to see how he would spend so 
much time with him and take care of him especially in the last 
few months of his life.” 
     WORD OF WISDOM:  “I think one of the biggest challenges I 
have had in life is dealing with anxiety.  There are sure a lot of 
things to become anxious about.  Academic challenges in school 
are greater now than in the past.  And, with social media, we 
just are made aware of a whole lot more things that can be 
scary.  What I have learned is that there are little things that 
can help you along the way.  I like to take walks outside in na-
ture and just observe all the different things there are to see.  
I’ve also found that having someone to talk to is also really im-
portant.  My boyfriend, Joe, has been really good about just 

     St. Joe Monthly Lottery Tickets are now 
available. $16,200.00 to be given away next 
year.  Only 500 tickets will be sold.  Cost is $75.  
       Look for your ticket in the mail or from 
your ticket seller.  If you haven’t purchased a 
ticket in the past and would like to do so this 
year, contact the parish office. (812-963-3273).  Tickets 
are now on sale for the Mater Dei/Memorial annual “Buy a 
Ticket for the Tradition” Lottery.  Monthly prizes are 
$10,000, $1500, $1000 and $500.  
Each ticket is $100.  For tickets 
call the  parish office (812-963-
3273) 

    

     Christmas is only a few weeks 
away! Gift cards make great Christmas 
gifts, teacher’s gifts and stocking stuff-
ers!  Purchase scrip cards for all of your 
holiday shopping needs!  Remember, it 
costs you nothing extra and it benefits 

St. Joe School and your family! 
         With the covid restrictions we are not able to sell SCRIP 
after Mass, but you may still purchases SCRIP at the school 
office.  The deadline for placing special orders to receive 
scrip cards in time for Christmas is December 10th.  Cards 
will arrive by December 17th, the last day 
of school.  Get your orders in before the 
rush. 

        Remember, you can place your or-
ders online and still get gift cards sent 
home from school or pick up at church.  

Place your order at 
www.shopwithscrip.com or use 

www.myscripwallet.com.     
Christmas Shopping online?  Don’t forget to use  

scrip cards for your purchases.   

For Scrip questions, contact lhe school office (812-963-3335) 

Nikki Mayer 
     Nikki is the youngest of three daugh-
ters of Tim and Cassie Mayer.  Her oldest 
sister, Taylor is now married and most 
recently a new mom, having given birth 
to a son named Nash.  Her older sister 
Shelby has joined the workforce and is 
living on her own.  Nikki is a senior at 
Mater Dei High School.  High school years 
have been busy for Nikki despite living 
through a pandemic. “It sure  made 

things a lot different especially since many of the things that 
were a part of the school year, like prom and the dance mara-
thon had to be suspended or handled in a different way.”   Of 
course Nikki spends a great deal of time on her academic work.  
“I’ve been taking a lot of science health and science classes and 
that has helped me think about a career in the health sciences 
perhaps as an x-ray technician or working with ultra sounds.  I 
think I would like to work with young mothers and children.” 
      Some of her favorite classes are human anatomy and psy-
chology.  She’s also taking a film class that has been pretty in-
teresting.  “We’ve been watching a lot of Halloween type scary 
movies and we’re soon going to look at war movies.   
     During her years at Mater Dei Nikki has been active with the 
Pep Club and has been a big supporter of the Dance Marathon.  
“Most of my efforts were calling different businesses to see if 
they would donate money.  We weren't able to have the dance 
marathon last year and we’re still trying to see what will happen 
this year.”  Nikki has also worked with the “Fresh Beginnings” 
program through which the upper class members put on a special 
program for incoming freshman to help them get more comfort-
able being in high school.  High school years have also been 
filled with memories of going to football games and other ath-
letic events.  She’s going to be there to cheer on the football 
team this year as they continue their road through the playoffs. 
       Nikki attended St. Joe Grade School since kindergarten.  
“We had a small class and we got along pretty well.  Many of the 
friends I had in grade school have continued to be part of my 
group during high school.”  Grade school was also a chance for 
Nikki to imbibe in one of her passions which is music.  “I liked 
being part of the different musical programs and plays we did 
with Mr. Carter. I liked my teachers in grade school and I re-
member especially Mrs. Elpers.  She really prepared us well for 
our classes at Mater Dei.  I remember especially the field trips 
we took to Jacobs Village.  Mrs. Elpers help to organize that and 
it was great to do special projects with the residents at Jacob’s 
village.  I guess what I remember most about Mrs. Elpers was the 
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listening.  Having a good family and knowing that there are 
people who care about you is also an important thing.”  

 

Austin Frey 
      When we sat down to talk with 
Austin, he had just recently an-
nounced his intention to attend Ken-
tucky Wesleyan University in Owens-
boro, accepting a scholarship to play 
baseball for the Panthers.  “I really 
liked the school.  It was small and the 
student/teacher ratio was what I have 
been used to at Mater Dei.  In fact, I 
think the reason I liked the place was 
that it reminded me so much of Mater 

Dei.  I’m excited to be able to go there and to continue to 
play baseball.”  Austin hopes to purse a degree in biology.  “I 

think, long term I’d like to work as a physical therapist.  Ide-

ally that would be with a college athletic program.” 
     Austin is the oldest child of Ryan and Stephanie Frey.  He 
has a brother and sister, twins Conner and Kylie who are 
sophomores at Mater Dei.  “I’d have to say that we are big 
supporters of each other in our family.  Conner has the most 
musical talent of us three and Kylie is the most gifted athlete.  
She’s playing three different sports at Mater Dei.  As for me, I 
think I have the most determination of all of us.” 
     Austin’s time at Mater Dei has been pretty full with aca-
demics, baseball and extra curricular activities.  He’s been a 
member of the German Club and has served on the Fresh Be-
ginnings Program to help freshman get adjusted to high 
school.  He also serves in student government as a police offi-
cer for Mater Deiville.  “Right now we have to make sure eve-
ryone has got their parking permits and no one is parking 
where they shouldn’t park.” 
      Austin has taken a full load of classes throughout his four 
years at Mater Dei.  “Right now I’m taking a Sports Entertain-
ment and Marketing class that is taught by Mr. Nick Austin.  
It’s been really interesting learning the different ways people 
use to market sports.”  He’s also taken some biology classes 
with Mr. Vogel.  “He’s a pretty tough teacher but he also ca-
res about the students.  I’m glad I had him especially since he 
is planning on retiring at the end of the school year.  And one 
of my other favorite teachers was Mr. Dave Wathen who 
taught theology class.  He really knows his stuff and helped 
me to learn a lot about our Catholic faith tradition.”    
      Of course a big focus for Austin throughout high school has 
been playing baseball.  “I started playing T-ball when I was 
just a little kid and then moved on through the ranks and have 
been playing varsity baseball the last four years.”  Austin is 
the catcher for the team and one of his models is the catcher 
for the Chicago Cubs, William Contreras.  “Baseball can teach 
you a lot about life—learning how to live in the present and 
doing all the little things necessary.  As a catcher you have to 

    Applications are now available for par-
ents wishing to apply for Mater Dei High 
School Tuition assistance for the 2021-2022 
school year.  Hard copies of applications will 
be available at Mater Dei and at our school. To download and 
c o m p l e t e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o n l i n e  a t 
www.materdeiwildcats.com; select “Enrollment”, then 
“Tuition and Financial Assistance”.  The priority deadline for 
applying this year is March 1, 2021.  Contact Jill Seiler at Ma-
ter Dei (812-426-2258, ext. 322 email  jseiler@evdio.org 

have a really good relationship with  all the pitchers.  You have to 
get to know each one and what kind of pitches they are most 
comfortable with.   You have to have confidence in them that 
they will throw the ball where you want them to throw it and 
they have to have confidence in you that you are going to catch 
whatever is thrown.” 
     When asked about the upcoming season, Austin reflected that 
“we had a lot of good players moving on from last year’s team so 
some new people will have to step up to take their place.  I think 
it’s going to be a learning time for us in the beginning but, hope-
fully by the time sectionals get here we’ll have come together as 
a team.” 
     Austin attended grade school here at St. Joe.  I think what I 
remember most is the great times we had playing at recess.  I had 
some great teachers and you really felt like they cared about you.  
I think about Mrs. Sweeny who was our third grade teacher and 
Mrs. Will who taught fourth grade.  I liked the fact that we gath-
ered as a school family especially being the leader of the family 
in eighth grade.  And I really enjoyed coming to Mass each Friday 
and being part of the different services during the year. “ 
      Talking with Austin you get a real sense of how important 
family is for him.  “Our family is really into the outdoors.  When I 
was younger we used to go camping although we don’t do much 
of that now because we’re all into different activities.  Going 
swimming and having diving competitions with one another has 
also been fun.  
     When Austin talks about special people in his life he’s quick to 
talk about his parents.  “They have really been supportive of the 
things we wanted to do, even if they didn’t know much about 
them.  Knowing that they were always there to support me has 
given me a lot of confidence.”  Among the other special people 
for Austin has been his Grandpa Dave.  “He was a big baseball fan 
and he got me to be a supporter of the Chicago Cubs.  And he was 
a big fan of my baseball career as well.  He died last year  and his 
death had a pretty big effect on my life.” 
     Gathering with extended family happens best around food and 
there have been lots of opportunities  for that as they have gath-
ered with their cousins and the extended family beyond that.  
Among the big events have been gathering for Christmas and 
Easter as well as the annual Good Friday Fish Fry and the 4th of 
July parties.  “Everyone brings their assortment of fireworks  and 
we put them all together for one really big fire works display.” 
      WORDS OF WISDOM:  “I think I learned about the value of 
family support when my dad had brain surgery.  I was really young 
at the time and didn’t know how serious everything was, but I 
remember all the folks who reached out to be there for us.  One 
of my favorite quotes is a Yogi Berra saying:  You’ve got to be 
careful if you don’t know where you are going, because then you 
might not get there.”  It reminds me how important it is to have a 
focus in life and then be willing to do all the things necessary to 
get there.  I think it is also important to learn how to live in the 
present.  Take it all in.  Don’t miss out on things.  Especially 
when it come to high school, you need to enjoy it while you are 
there.  Sometimes, it seems just like yesterday that I was still in 
grade school and now I am getting ready to graduate from high 
school.  Put your best effort into the things you are doing.  It’s 
not enough to just say you are going to do something.  You have 
to actually do the work needed to get it done.” 

ST. ANNE’S IS SELLING RADA KNIVES These are all American 
made, with a life time guarantee and are very reasonably priced.  
We have starter sets that make nice gifts for Christmas, weddings 
and bridal showers, and of course are great for your 
own personal use!   There are catalogs at the front 
doors of the church with a complete listing  of RADA 
products.   For further information or to order, call 
Imogene (812-963-5221).  Thanks! 

mailto:jseiler@evdio.org
http://www.radamfg.com/
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Austin Polk 
    Austin is the son of Barry and Tracy 
Polk.  He is currently attending Central 
High School in the morning and then 
attending school at the Southern Indi-
ana Career and Technical Center.  He 
has a twin sister, Olivia who also at-
tends the Career and Technical Cen-
ter. 
      Attending the Career Center fits 
Austin’s style of learning.  “I learn 
better by using my hands.”  At the 
Career Center he is taking Precision 
Machine Works.  “Going to school 

there doesn’t seem like school at all.  We get to work on a lot 
of “hands on” projects.   Sometimes we can bring our own 
projects in to work on as well.” He’s had the chance to learn 
how to operate all manner of machines, especially C and C 
machines.  
     Austin’s ability to “learn by doing” has also helped him in 
his part time job working at Hahn Application Projects, a com-
pany owned by his uncle.  It’s a small company which builds 
golf course sprayers.  He’s been helping around the shop for 
the past few years and during that time he has learned how to 
operate all the different machines from metal lathes to weld-
ing.   
      What get’s Austin excited?  Well, when he was younger he 
used to race dirt bikes at places like the 4-H center and at a 
special course near Lynnville.  He started off racing small 
bikes which didn’t have a whole lot of power.  But as he grew 
up he graduated to bigger and more powerful bikes.  Hearing 
him describe how these races go could leave a person think-
ing—”you could get hurt doing this.”  And well, that actually 
happened once with Austin when he broke his collarbone.  As 
he got older, and maybe wiser, Austin traded his dirt bike for 
a 15 foot bass tracker boat.  “There’s a lot less chance of 
crashing into things with a fishing boat!”   
     Austin has gone fishing in the Ohio River and in some area 
lakes.  He can tell you the difference between striped bass 
which are found in the Ohio River and are much harder to 
catch as opposed to wide mouth bass that populate many of 
the lakes in our area.  He can also tell you about the different 
kinds of technology you can use to determine the depth of the 
lakes and rivers and thus find the best place for fishing.  And 
one of the things that Austin has also learned is the value of 
taking care of the boat.  Right now, the boat has been 
“winterized” and is in storage until next spring.  Having a boat 
also means that he has to endure the teasing he gets from 
relatives when it comes to owning a boat.  “You know what 
“boat” stands for,” they say.  “Bust out another thousand!”  
But from all those same people he has learned the value of 
good money management and learning to live within your fi-
nancial means. 
     So what do you do now?  Well, now it is deer hunting sea-
son.  It’s a chance for Austin to spend time with his dad and 
grandpa and uncles at the farm that his grandpa owns in Illi-
nois. He knows about all the different seasons for deer hunting  
and the difference between gun season and bow and arrow 
season.  You have to be really good if you are going to hunt 
deer with a bow and arrow because you have to get really 
close which takes a lot of ability to track the deer and then 
remain quiet enough so as not to spook the deer.”   
     Along with deer hunting, Austin has also learned how to gut 
a deer and then prepare the meat for processing.  “My dad 
showed me how to do it the first time, and then told me I was 
on my own.  I guess that is the best way to learn.”  Austin can  
also tell you some of the best ways to prepare deer meat for 

eating.  “We use a lot of the meat for things like chili and we 
make a lot of deer jerky.  But if you want something really good 
to eat, you take the back strap of the deer, the best part, cut it 
up into small sizes and wrap it in bacon and then grill it.  Now 
that is some good eating!” 
     Austin likes to do some grilling and smoking of meats as well.  
It’s something else he has learned from his dad.  One of his fa-
vorites is to get some German bologna from Dewig’s Meats and 
then apply his special recipe of mustard, barbecue sauce and 
seasonings and then smoke it.  “It’s the best fried bologna sand-
wich you’ll ever eat.”   
    When Austin talks about the folks who have had a big influ-
ence on him, it’s no surprise that his parents come to mind.  “My 
dad was a big one on showing me something and then letting me 
figure out how things go.  He had a lot of confidence in me.  My 
mom has taught me a lot about taking care of the things I have.”  
You’ll find out how well Austin has taken this to heart if you 
check out his truck, a 2005 Ford F150.  And, perhaps with the 
influence of his grandma, Betty Polk, he has learned the value of 
“everything has its place.”  Check out his tools which he keeps 
in his Craftsman Tool Chest and you’ll find everything arranged 
neatly and in its place.   
       Family plays a key role in Austin’s life.  Being a twin, he’s 
learned how important it is that everyone is treated equally.  
But he has also learned the value of gathering with family for 
the holidays.  “Whenever we get together there is sure to be a 
lot of good food to eat and a chance to have fun, like shooting 
off all kinds of fireworks at our 4th of July party.” 
     Austin has been a faithful member of one of our mowing 
crews and has also enjoyed being a part of the Men’s Club.  Most 
recently he helped make Burgoo (although it’s not one of his 
favorite things to eat) and he is planning on helping to make 
sausage as well.   
      WORDS OF WISDOM  “One the big things I have learned is 
don’t procrastinate in life.  If you are going to do something, 
then go out and do it.  Don’t be afraid to try something new.  
Each time you are able to do something new it helps you gain a 
lot of confidence in your ability.”  Austin also talks about other 
values that he has learned from his family—things like: be de-
pendable, do what you say you are going to do, take care of the 
things you have, learn to manage your money wisely.” 
 

Mason Mossberger   

      One look at Mason and it’s hard not 
to see him as the young man with the 
“golden locks.”  He smiled, when told 
this, and said, “yeah, I had my hair 
dyed for our football game against Ma-
ter Dei.”  With such long hair, and 
playing football, what’s the possibility 
of your hair getting pulled in the midst 
of tackling an opponent?  “Oh there’s a 
pretty good chance of that,” he said.  
“Some of the guys wear gloves that 
have all kinds of sticky stuff on them 
and they are always showing me some 

of the hair that they have “captured.”  It’s all ok.  I like the way 
I am.” 
      Mason is the youngest son of Bobby Mossberger and Kelly 
Mossberger.  His older brother, Robby, is now a truck driver.  His 
brother Dillon is pursuing a career as a high school band director 
and his sister Madison is going to IU pursuing a degree in social 
work.   
      Mason is a senior at Reitz and, of course, one of his main 
focuses has been as a member of the football team. “I used to 
hang out with my older brother, Robby, when he played football 

(Continued on page 7) 
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REMEMBERING ST. JOSEPH PARISH WITH AN END OF THE YEAR  
CONTRIBUTION THROUGH THE CARPENTER SOCIETY   

            St. Joseph Parish has been an integral part of each of our lives. Many of us come  from families who have 
raised their children while experiencing the financial demands of life, and so we can  fully appreciate the need 
for financial security. We are committed to leaving our parish better off than we found it.  In pursuit of that goal, 
we invite each of you, to join in making a year-end gift to one or more of our parish endowments.  What a special 
way for us to show our love for the church that has meant so much to each of us.   Our gifts to our parish endow-
ments provide an increasing stream of income for our parish that goes on forever.   We invite you, then, to share 
with our parish by making a year-end gift to one of our parish endowments.  Currently there are twenty-nine dif-
ferent parish endowments and you can designate your contribution to any one them.  Contact  Fr. Gene Schroeder 
(812-963-3273)  or (812-499-9074) for more information about making an end of the year contribution.     May 
Christ continue to richly bless you and all those you hold dear during this holy season and always.  

so I got to know a lot of the coaches.”  He started playing 
football in seventh grade at EJLF and then joined the Reitz 
team.  He’s played defense mostly and this year has started 
as inside linebacker.  This year, as a senior, he’s been called 
upon to provide leadership for the team.  “The coaches are 
big into teaching us that we have to be the kind of change we 
want to see.  Providing that leadership has a whole lot to do 
with making sure guys are prepared mentally for the game.  
Sometimes when you loose close games you can really get 
down on yourself.  You have to be able to lead  others by ex-
ample and remind others that we can do a lot together.  
Leadership also means showing up for practice each day and 
giving it your best.  And that includes times when you don’t 
really feel like being there.  When things don’t go the way 
you want them to, it’s easy to start blaming other players or 
the refs and when you do that it can be a real disaster.” 
     With football occupying much of his time, it’s easy to un-
derstand that some of the folks that have had the biggest 
influences on Mason’s life have been his coaches.  “They 
spend a lot of time trying to emphasize that becoming good 
men  is a lot more important than winning or losing a particu-
lar game.”  They also got Masson to offer his time and effort 
helping out with the EJFL where he has refereed some of the 
younger kid’s football games. 
      Mason has enjoyed his years at Reitz.  He’s got the 
chance to take some interesting classed like a Process and 
Design class taught by Mr. Collins.  “We get to design differ-
ent 3-D models and then actually make them as well.”  Mason 
has also enjoyed his Economics/Government class with Mr. 
Brinkmeyer.  “We’ve learned a lot about supply and demand 
and the things that are important in marketing different prod-
ucts.” 
     Mason attend Cynthia Heights Elementary School.  What he 
remembers most about these years is the end of the year 
reading celebrations.  “You earned special tokens throughout 
the year for all the books you read and then you could spend 
them on food and games at the end of the year celebration.” 
      Mason moved on to Helfrich Park Middle School.  “This 
was the place I started to come into my own and develop 
more self confidence.”  Playing in the band (he played the 
saxophone), going on the Land Between The Lakes Weekend, 
and playing football all got him interested in meeting differ-
ent people and trying out new experiences.   
     Going to school has been a bit challenging these past years 
as the covid crisis unfolded.  “You like to hang out with 
friends and that was pretty difficult.   But now, it seems 
things are getting back to normal.  Mason takes afternoon 
classes at the Southern Indiana Career and Tech Center.  
Right now he’s been working in the building and construction 
trade.  He’s part of the group that is building a house.  
“We’re learning a lot about framing a house and also learning 

(Continued from page 6) 

all the different rules for safety.  “I think I might like to get into 
some kind of trade after I leave high school.” 
     WORDS OF WISDOM:  I think the most challenging thing I have 
had to go through is my parents’ divorce.  I was in the second 
grade at the time and that whole experience can be pretty con-
fusing for a second grader.  A few years ago my dad had some a 
pretty serious heart surgery.  That was a little scary as well.  
What I have learned is that things happen in life and you have to 
learn how to cope with them.  I get along well with my mom and 
dad.  Right now, especially during the school year, I’ve been stay-
ing with my mom because she lives closer to school.  It’s good 
because we have the chance to share some meals and we get to 
talk about the things that are happening in my life.  From both 
my parents I have learned about the value of hard work and fol-
lowing through on the commitments you make.  I’ve worked at 
Zaps Tavern in St. Phillip fixing food.  My mom has been the one 
that has pushed me to stay with the job even when I didn’t want 
to do that.  I’ve been blessed to live close to my grandma and 
grandpa Mossberger since they live so close.  It’s always good to 
see them and if you show up at the right time, you can be pretty 
sure that they will feed you, which is pretty nice.”   

  Jay Smith set the single game rushing record 
for Reitz High School.  In their victory over Boon-
ville, he carried the ball 56 times for 332 years 
and five touchdowns.  

 

  Austin Frey is serving as a Police Officer  in 
student government at Mater Dei.  He recently 
signed a letter of intent to play baseball at Ken-
tucky Wesleyan University.   
 

  Tess Freeman  was named to the 
first team All SIAC soccer team and earned an  
honorable mention  for all  metro and all state 

soccer team. 
 

  Aleilah Nisley, Kim Thacker, Zoe Schell and  
Heidi Forcum helped lead the Mater Dei Band to a 
5th place finish at  the Indiana 

State Band Competition. 
 

     Brayden Jones and  Piper Fehren-
bacher were chosen as the St. 
Joe recipients of the Serra 
Club Vocation Essay Contest. 
  

    Ethan Lyke recently signed a letter of intent 
to play baseball at Murray State University.   
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       This month, Catholics throughout the United States are 
being invited to participate in the collection for the Retirement 

Fund for Religious.    
      There was a time, in the his-
tory of our parish, when the 
Franciscan nuns who taught in 
our school, went several years 
without receiving any pay at all.  
Even when they were paid, the 
amount of money they received 
was very small—about $350 a 
year.  Yet, they came to teach 
and to serve us.   
     Much the same can be said 
about the Benedictine nuns who 

taught many of our parishioners at Mater Dei.    Now many of 
these women are old and in need of much care.  The cost for 
their care far exceeds their resources.  That is why we are in-
vited to give to this special collection. Together, as a Church, 
we can  honor their faithfulness by being faithful—and gener-
ous—in return. There are special envelopes in your regular 
monthly packet of envelopes.   

Be an island  of mercy  in  
a  sea  of  indifference.  

                      Pope Francis 

      Not all of us can do great things, but 
we can do small things with great love.   
St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

Dear friends at St. Joe,      
        Once again I am writing to thank you for 
the donations of canned food you continue to 
bring each week.  And thanks for the donation 
of sausage as well.  The number of people 
who come to the Food Pantry continues to 
grow especially with the coronavirus pan-
demic and the coming winter months.  This past October, with 
your help, we were able to provide a four day supply of food 
along with hygiene and cleaning items for 2,840 persons in 
1,306 different households.  Thanks for partnering with us. 

                  Sr. Donna  Herr, O.S.B.  Food Pantry Director 

  

  
    
Needing a gift this holiday season for 
the person who has it all?  Honor them 
by giving the gift of food to the children 
at our sister parish, St. James Parish, 

located in Plaine du Nord, Haiti.  Gifts ranging in price from 
$5-$100. 
      Here’s how it works.  Complete the order form found at 
the self-service station located in the front of church, or com-
plete the order form below.  Make checks payable to St. Jo-
seph Parish.  Place the order form and check  in the collection 
basket, drop it by the parish office or mail it to Haiti Gifts of 
Compassion St. Joseph Parish 6202 W. St. Joseph Rd.  Evans-
ville, IN  47720.  After your order form and check have been 
received a card describing your gift will be mailed to your 
address.  The card can then be gifted to your recipient.  Mail 
orders MUST be received by December 21, 2021 

Questions?  Please email Alison Martin at alison@twc.com  

 

     ITEM  QUANTITY COST          TOTAL 

Feed a Child 

for a month ______  x $5.00            ________ 

 

Feed a Child 

for 2 months ______  x $10.00           ________ 

 

Feed a Child 

for 6 months ______  x $25.00           ________ 

 

Feed a Child 

  for a year ______  x $50.00           ________ 

 

   Feed the  

entire school 

(600 students) ______  x $100         ________ 

 

 

NAME  ____________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS  __________________________________________ 

 

PHONE    ___________________________________________ 

     Our work with our brothers and sisters at St. James Parish in 
Plaine du Nord continues, despite many challenges.  Chief 
among these challenges is the unrest in the country resulting 
from the assassination of the country’s president.  This unrest 
has led to mounting costs for such things as fuel and food and 
has caused schools to be temporarily closed.  We had a group of 
folks who were planning on going to Haiti this fall but that trip 
was cancelled.  
      Despite these difficulties we are continuing to provide 
money through our Student Sponsorship Program for children to 
attend school and we are continuing to work on our Sewing Hope 
program as well as trying to build and equip a computer lab for 
the school children.  Thanks to some help from Interstate Imag-
ing and the efforts of Chick Duncan, we have been able to send x
-ray equipment and ultra sound machines that can be used at 
the New Hope Hospital.  We have also been in contact with Fr. 
Dubois, the Pastor of St. James about future mission trips.   

HELPING FAMILIES IN NEED IN OUR PARISH 
     Throughout the year, we get requests for helping families in 
our parish.  These needs include such things as rent, utility 
bills, medical bills, food and gas.  
        Sometimes people want to do some-
thing for families at Christmas.  One thing  
that families and individuals can do at 
Christmas or any time of the year is to make 
contributions to our Parish Needy Fund.   
Whatever  you choose to do will be a bless-
ing to others.   Remember, your help is always needed. 

mailto:alison@twc.com
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      As we continue to navigate through this coronavirus  
pandemic, the liturgical ministers we need for  
our weekend  Masses are limited to our lectors  

       HAVE YOU  MADE YOUR  
PLEDGE TO THE CPC? 

PARISH GOAL   $ 120,000.00 
PLEDGED TO DATE      $ 110,035.00 
NUMBER OF PLEDGES:            321    
AVERAGE PLEDGE         $   342.78  

We’re 92% of the way to our goal. 
Can you help us get over the top? 

Friday 
December 25  2021 

9 PM 
Volunteer 

Tom Blythe 
 

Saturday 
December 25, 2021 

9 AM 
Volunteer Jane Scheller 

Sunday 
December 26, 2021 

8 AM 
Volunteer Chick Duncan 

Sunday 
December  26 2021 

10:30 AM 
Volunteer 

 
Aleilah Nisley 

 

Friday 
December 31 , 2021 

5 PM 
Volunteer Toni Askins 

Saturday,  
January 1, 2022 

5 pm 
Volunteer Mike Reffett 

Sunday 
January 2, 2022 

8 AM 
Volunteer Dennis Niemeier  

Sunday 
January 2, 2022 

10:30 AM 
Volunteer 

Mandy Elpers 
 

Saturday 
January 8, 2022 

5 PM 
Volunteer 

Toni Askins 
 

Sunday 
January 9, 2022 

8 AM 
Volunteer 

Terry Drone 
 

Sunday 
January 9, 2022 

10:30 AM 
Volunteer 

Shane Wessel 
 

Saturday 
January 15, 2022 

5 PM 
Volunteer Sis Jarboe 

Sunday 
January 16, 2022 

8 AM 
Volunteer Donna Blankenberger 

Sunday 
January 16, 2022 

10:30 AM 
Volunteer Jane Scheller 

Adults $7.00, Children (3-12 yrs) $5.00,  

Free for Children under 2 
ON THE MENU:  Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs,  

Sausage, Coffee, Milk and Juice  

Invite your family, friends and neighbors! 
Proceeds benefit the St. Joe 8th Grade Class Project 

THANKS….Every year I am amazed by the 

generosity of our parishioners towards our col-
lege students! This year, with your help we 
were able to fill 70 packages for our college 
students.  I know they will be very excited to 
receive the gifts and use them to fuel their 
efforts for final exams.  Thanks also for the 
$173 you gave to help cover mailing costs for 

those that we mail.            -Jessica Reckelhoff  

important for us to take them to heart.  In our world today there 
are far too many people who, in the words of Pope  John, see 
only ruin and calamity in the present conditions of human soci-
ety.  It is fear that is at the heart of such a response.  Fear is 
contagious.  And, at the same time, fear is very attractive.  It 
seems the “go to” place for so many people especially in the 
face of situations that are new and cause a rise in our sense of 
anxiety.  It’s been true for a long time.  I guess that’s why the 
most repeated phrase in the bible is “do not be afraid.”  From 
the call of Moses to the invitation to Mary, each encounter was 
preceded with the words “do not be afraid.”  

      St. Paul tells us that God did not 
give us a spirit of fear but one of power 
(2 Tim. 1:7).  And he reminds us that 
the power of God now at work in our 
lives can do far more than we can ask 
or even imagine.  (Ephesians 3:20).  In 
the Gospel of John, as Jesus prayed for 
his disciples, we hear him telling them 
that he wanted to give them peace and 
joy that the world cannot give but that 
he shared with them in abundance.  
And then we hear him saying “Father, I 

don not pray that you will take them out of the world, but that 
you protect them and remind them again and again how they are 
to be your life for the world.” 
     What we are being asked to do, as Catholics is not a simple 
matter of just trying to be positive about life.  It is rather to 
embrace a deeper and more profound way of seeing the world 
and being in the world.  And that means being able to hold and 
acknowledge all the sinfulness we see around us, all the things 
that come about when fear is the  motivating  factor for our 
people’s behavior, and at the same time to acknowledge that 
there is someone even more powerful at work in our lives.  And 
that is the power of God’s life.  Embracing that life, means be-
lieving and acting out of the conviction that love is more power-
ful than hate, that compassion is more powerful than hatred, 
that good triumphs over evil.  It’s the proclamation of what we 
called the paschal mystery which we affirm at Mass each time 
we say, “dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our 
life, Lord Jesus come in glory.   
      Now this is a message worth sharing in our world.  And this is 
what Christmas is all about.    

(Continued from page 1) 
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December 2021  
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 7:30 am Mass 

      
Parish Staff  Noon 

 

2    

NO MASS 
 

3 7:30 am Mass 

  with Children 
 

4  ADVENT  

  RETREAT 1-5 PM 
Sacrament of 

   Reconciliation 
 4-4:40 pm 

      5 pm Mass 
St. Vincent  

dePaul 
Food Collection 

  
 

58 &10:30 Mass 

Family Religion Class 
RCIA  9 am   

St. Vincent dePaul 
Food Pantry  
Collection 

Confirmation 
Rite of Election 
At 10:30 Mass 

 
BREAKFAST WITH 

SANTA  8 AM-NOON 

67am—6:30pm 

     Eucharistic  
Adoration  

 
Mass 6:30 pm 

 
 

76:30 PM Mass 

FEAST OF THE 
IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION 

 
 
 

87:30 am Mass 

with Children 
 

Staff 12 Noon 
     

 

9 No Mass 

 
Altar Society 

Christmas Party at 
Silver Bell  6 pm 

10 7:30 am       

             Mass 
 
 

11  
Sacrament of 

   Reconciliation 
 4-4:40 pm 

    
      5 pm Mass 

St. Vincent 
 dePaul 

Food Collection 

12  8 &10:30  

            Mass 
 St. Vincent dePaul 

Food Pantry  
Collection 

Family Class 
Penance Service 

RCIA  9 am 
 

137am—6:30pm  

Eucharistic  
Adoration  

 
Mass 6:30 pm 

Knights of  
St. John 7 pm 

 
 
 

14  
7:30 am Mass 

15 7:30 am 

             MASS 

Parish Staff  
Meeting 12 Noon 

 
Advent Penance 

Service 7 pm 

16   
NO  MASS 

177:30 am 

 Mass with  
school children 

 
 LAST DAY OF 

SCHOOL 
 

Advent Penance 
Service  11 am 

18 5 pm Mass 

St. Vincent 
 dePaul 

Food Collection 
   

19 8 & 10:30 

am Mass 
RCIA  

 

20 7am-6:30pm  

Eucharistic 
Adoration 

 Mass 6:30pm 
Men’s Club  7 pm 

21 7:30 Mass 22    

  NO MASS 

23 
Christmas  

Mass  
3 pm and 5 pm 

24  4 pm  

Christmas Mass  
with Children  

9 pm 
Christmas Mass at 

Night 

25Christmas  

Day Mass  
9 am 

 
 

26 8 & 10:30 

          Masses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEAST OF THE 
HOLY FAMILY 

 
 

27  
   7am—6:30pm  

Eucharistic  
Adoration  

 
Mass 6:30 pm 

28 7:30 Mass 29  7:30 Mass 30 
NO MASS 

31 New Year’s 

Eve Mass   5 pm 
 

1Haiti  & St.  

Vincent dePaul 
Food Collection 

Regular Weekend 
Mass Schedule  

Sat. 5 pm   
Sunday 8 & 10:30 
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Fr. Gene Schroeder—Pastor 
E-mail  gschroeder@evdio.org 

Ms. Kristan Gilles—Director of Liturgy/ Music 
E-mail kgilles@evo.org 

Mr. Nathan Winstead—Principal 
E-mail  nwinstead@evdio.org 
Mrs. Julie Kempf—Secretary 

E-mail  jkempf@evdio.org 
Mrs. Jessica Reckelhoff 

E-mail jreckelhoff#@evdio.org 
Coordinator of Religious Education 

 

WEEKEND MASSES:  Saturday 5pm 
Sunday 8 and 10 am 

Again this year you are invited to remember your loved ones in 
a special way at Christmas by including their name
(s) in the Christmas Flower Memorials.  Please send 
the name or names of people you want to remem-
ber to the parish office along with your donation to 
the parish office by Dec. 20.  The names will be 
printed in the Christmas bulletin. 

     This past year has been hard on all of us, but perhaps hard-
est for those who are living in nursing homes.   Many of them 
are feeling the sense of isolation even more than normal.       
So, we’d like to invite you to join us in reaching out to our pa-
rishioners in nursing homes.  What  you can do is send them a 
card and write a special note on the card.  To help you out, 
we’ve listed the names of the people in our parish who are in 
nursing homes and the address of the nursing home.   

GOOD SAMARITAN  
601 N Boeke Rd 

Evansville, Indiana 47711 
Doris Head 

 
North Park Nursing Home 

650 Fairway Dr 
Evansville, IN 47710 

Marie Gumbel 
Carl Kempf 

 
Premier Nursing Home 

251 Highway 66  (RM 214) 
New Harmony, IN  47631 

Betty Fischer 
 

Solarbron Assisted Living 
1501 McDowell Rd 

Evansville, IN 47712 
Margaret Kafel  

 

Cypress  Grove 
Rehabilitation  Center 

4255 Medwell 
Newburgh, IN  47630 
Steve Hasselbrinck 

 
Heritage Healthcare Center 

1201 W. Buena Vista Rd 
Evansville, IN 47710 

Brenda Koester 
Betty Logel 

 
Holiday Village 

Retirement Community 
1200 W. Buena Vista Rd 

Evansville, IN 47710 
Anita Rexing 

       
 

         Looking for a great way to enter this    Advent Sea-
son and the busy holidays?  On Saturday, December 4th from 
1:30-Mass time at 5:00, you are invited to attend a Mini Ad-
vent Retreat at St. Joe Church.  During this time of retreat, the 
Church will be open for adoration, silent prayer, rosary, calm-
ing music, a talk by Jeremy Goebel, and reconciliation 
all leading up to Mass 
at 5:00.  Please come 
for all or as much of 
the retreat you can 
attend.  The cost of 
the retreat i s 
$5.00.  Please regis-
ter by December 1st; 
you can email or 
text/call Jessica Reckelhoff at jreceklhoff@evdio.org or 812-
598-1151.  If you have any questions or need a breakdown of 
the retreat times, please let me know.  Thank you!  

mailto:jreceklhoff@evdio.org

