
 

Fr. Gene Schroeder 

PASTOR 
    The Halloween  season, with its latest craze of 
displaying human skeletons, large and small, is 
over.  We used to keep our skeletons in the 
closet hidden from everyone, but that was an-

other time.  Now we are ready for, wait for it, the Christmas 
season to begin.  And, once again, we, as people of faith,  are 
out of step, as we enter the Season of Advent.  We hear famil-
iar themes, “stay awake,”  “be prepared,”  “make a path for 
the Lord.”  Those ideas get easily dismissed because they call 
us to a deeper sense of being Catholic.  They call us to pay at-
tention to the world around us, to the things that are happen-

ing in our life, to the  
questions and fears that 
lie deep in our hearts.  
      This is not exactly 
the things we want to 
do.  Truth be told, they 
are the things we would 
rather not deal with:    
stories of war and vio-

lence, people starving to death, people by the millions being 
uprooted from their homelands throughout the world because 
of violence, lack of economic opportunity and hope for the fu-
ture, not to mention the health challenges,  money challenges, 
and family relationship challenges that beset so many families.   
     These realities are not a new phenomenon.  They have  hap-
pened in different ways throughout history.  But one thing that 
is common in every age is the coping mechanisms people have 
employed to deal with them—fight, flight or freeze.  The first 
reaction for so many folks is to fight what is happening.  Find 
someone to blame, seek a simple answer of what is right and 
wrong and make them the culprit of all our difficulties.  It’s 
been done over and over again in history.  We become so sus-
ceptible to people who will tell us “this is the reason you are 
having difficulties, these are the people that are causing your 
problems.  Join me and I will help get rid of them.” 

      Perhaps even more com-
mon that the desire to “fight” 
is to just put all the stuff that 
is happening out of our minds—
a “flight” from what is happen-
ing.  We choose not to think 
about things, to distract our-
selves with the latest craze.  
That is certainly understand-
able especially when we feel 
powerless or overwhelmed by 
what we see.  I can’t do any-
thing about it so I will just ig-
nore it as best I can. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES  
DECEMBER 13th and 15th 

      It is good for us to come together as a community to cele-
brate the forgiveness and peace that God alone can bring.  It 
is important that we pray with each other and for each other.  
To help us do this, we will have two Communal Penance Ser-
vices during the Season of Advent—Wednesday, December 13th 
at 7:00 pm and Friday, December 15th at 11:00 am.   

      I will also  be available to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation privately each  
Saturday from 4-4:45  for those who wish to 
avail themselves of this opportunity.   If 
these times are not convenient, please call/
text (812.499.9074) and I will make a time 
available to you that is convenient. 

                                     Fr. Gene Schroeder 

MASS SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEKEND OF 
 DECEMBER 23 & 24 

Saturday, December 23  5 pm 
Sunday December 24  8 am 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
CHRISTMAS EVE  

SUNDAY  DECEMBER 24 
4 PM MASS WITH CHILDREN 

9 PM  CHRISTMAS MASS AT NIGHT 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY    
 MONDAY  DECEMBER 25  

MASS AT 9:00 AM 

 
MASS SCHEDULE FOR THE  

WEEKEND OF  DECEMBER 30-31 
Saturday, December 30  5 pm 

Sunday, December 31  8 & 10:30 am 

 
NEW YEAR’S DAY MASS 
MONDAY, JANUARY 1  8 AM 
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     “Boiler Up” is a term  that Joe 
Lutz, a graduate of Purdue, would be 
familiar with.  Among students, it is a 
term used to cheer on the boilermaker 
athletic teams.  Perhaps it call also be 
a call to action. And if that be the 
case, Joe has certainly embraced that 
spirit.  St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
might have put it differently”  “Unless 
life is lived for others, it is not worth 
living.” 
         Joe is the son of Rick and Joan 
Lutz.  He is a graduate of St. Theresa 
Grade School and Memorial High 

School.  Joe got a degree in business management from Purdue.  
When thinking about what to do next, Joe reflected on the fact 
that he has always been intrigued with the Peace Corps and 
thought about throughout his high school and college years.   He 
knew about it’s history, beginning during the early 1960’s under 
President John Kennedy, who challenged people to think not 
about what the country could do for you but what you could do 
for your country.   

    Joe reflected on the fact that service was something he 
learned from his parents and grandparents.  In fact, his mom and 
dad had both considered joining the Peace Corps.  Joining the 
Peace Corp had the added benefit of getting to see different 
parts of the world and that seemed pretty appealing.   
    And so it was that in 2018, Joe became a Peace Corp Volun-
teer and found himself assigned to work in Moldova.  He calls it 
“a small country with a big heart.”  The country is some to some 
2.7 million people.  it is on the northwest area of the Balkans in 
eastern Europe,  sandwiched between Ukraine on the west and 
Romania on the east.   

       Peace Corps 
volunteers focus on 
community organi-
zation and develop-
ment.  They work in 
partnership with 
local groups and  
spend their time on 
short term, high 
impact projects and 
that a high degree 
of sustainability. 
Joe began working 
in a library in a 
small town near the 
Romania border.  There he helps folks develop IT skills and or-
ganizational skills.  He found out that what they really needed 
at the time was a person who could help people to learn Eng-
lish.  Joe wasn’t quite sure he was a good fit for this, since his 
knowledge of the Romania language (the primary language spo-
ken in Moldova) was pretty basic.  “I knew enough to get by.”  
He got better and eventually was able to do an interview with 
the local media in the Romanian language.   
     Joe’s time got interrupted when his grandmother died.  He 
returned home for the funeral and then the whole Covid pan-
demic started and he was unable to return to Moldova.  So Joe 
found himself serving as the postmaster at the Post Office in 
Decker.   
     But Joe did not give up on working in the Peace Corps.  This 
past October, he returned to Moldova.  This time he began to 
work with people to develop a Jewish History Museum of 
Moldova.  As part of this work, he did a lot of research on other 
Jewish History Museums including those in St. Louis and Atlanta 
as well as the Candles Holocaust Museum and Education Center 
in Terre Haute, Indiana.   
      In his research, he got to know the work of Eva Kor, a holo-
caust survivor and founder of the Candles Holocaust Museum 
and Education Center.    Eva has spent much of her time and 
energy teaching people about the need for forgiveness in deal-
ing with some of the most horrible things human beings can do 
to one another.  Joe was fortunate to travel with Eva to the 
concentration camp in Auschwitz, Poland where she was held 
during WW II.     
      What is it like working in Moldova with all the things that 
are happening next door in Ukraine?  “There are certainly a lot 
of refugees coming from Ukraine and now coming from the mid-
dle east, especially the  people from Israel, who have relatives 
in Moldova.  It’s interesting that the war is just 50 miles away, 
but for most of the folks there is a sense of just getting on with 
life.  Joe has been impressed with the willingness of the people 
to welcome so many people into the country.  Understandably 

Joe gathers with some of the people he is working with 

Joe and some of the members 
 of his host family 

Want to learn more about the Peace Corps?   
Check it out at peacecorps.gov 
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     Would you like to make a difference in your 
community, the country, or the world?  Do you 
want to serve those in need and work for social 
justice?   Catholic Volunteer Network fosters and 

promotes full-time domestic 
and international faith-based 
volunteer service opportuni-
ties for people of all ages, 
backgrounds, and skills. As the 
leading membership organiza-
tion of Christian volunteer and 
mission programs, we support 
and enhance the work of our 
members through volunteer 
recruitment, training and re-
sources, networking opportu-
nities, and advocacy.  

      Check out their annual publication RESPONSE 
(catholicvolunteernetwork.org).  It has nearly 200 
programs and thousands of faith-based service op-
portunities.  Volunteers serve for periods of one 
week to one year or more across the United States 
and in more than 100 countries worldwide.  Sum-
mer and school break opportunities are also avail-
able.  Our volunteers are from all walks of life—
from high school to senior citizens and every stage 
in between.  Positions are available for broth single 
and married volunteers, including those with chil-
dren.   

there is a lot of sympathy for the people of Ukraine.  
While the country is pretty poor, there is also a lot 
of excitement among the people, especially the 
young people who are very active in building up this 
country.   
     The history of Moldova goes back hundreds of 
years.  For much of this time, this country was sub-
merged into other countries.  Most recently, 
Moldova fell under the sphere of influence of Russia 
following WWII.  It was not until the later 1990’s 
that Moldova was able to claim its own independ-
ence.  So many of the young people in the country 
are the first generation of citizens helping to estab-
lish this new democracy.  There are many ties be-
tween Moldova and the other countries of Europe.  
There are now on track to become part of the Euro-
pean Union.   
     Joe speaks with great fondness of the friend-
ships he has formed with the people he has worked 
with and the people that have been his host family.   
    What lies in the future for Joe?  That is still up in 
the air.  He enjoyed his time working for the Reitz 
Home Museum in Evansville, so maybe something 
along that line.   One thing is for sure.  Whatever 
road he takes, a desire to be of service to others 
will surely be a part of it. 

      There are two ways to be holy.  There are people who labor all day in 
the worst of conditions, for instance, for the neediest people in the world. 
Other people love them for it. Call them saints; call them courageous; call 
them the “salt of the earth.” Indeed they are. Then there are other people 
who see the conditions in which the neediest people in the world are left to 
live and they work to see that those conditions are changed. And people 
denounce them for it. Call them unrealistic. Call them enablers. Call them 
unfaithful to their country—and even to their church. 
       The recurring question about which is the greatest holiness, those who 
are doers—the martyrs—or those who are the changers—the prophets—is a 
seductive one. Which is better, people ask, to be prophetic or to be pas-
toral? Is it more important to do charity or to demand justice? Or better yet, 
they insist, should religious people really be involved in politics? 
    It’s when we try to answer such empty questions that we find ourselves in 
a maze. At the end of discussions like that, all we have managed to do is to 
reduce the whole Christian 
enterprise to a series of 
false opposites. To pit one 
work against another only 
dims the real value of 
each. 
    However spurious the 
contest may be, it is never-
theless a continuing ques-
tion.  Dorothy Day’s answer 
is prophetic. She did both. 
She refused to choose one 
over the other. She writes: 
“What we would like to do 
is change the world—make 
it a little simpler for people 
to feed, clothe, and shelter 
themselves as God intended 
them to do. And by fighting 
for better conditions, by crying out unceasingly for the rights of the work-
ers, or the destitute—the rights of the poor, in other words—we can, to a 
certain extent, change the world; we can work for the oasis, the little cell 
of joy and peace in a harried world. We can throw our pebble in the pond 
and be confident that its ever widening circle will reach around the world.” 
      The hallmark of charity is its uncommon generosity. The ring of real 
prophecy lies in its uncommon courage. Both go far and beyond the normal 
measure of either. Both of them lead the way for others to follow. Both of 
them give witness to the world of another way of life, a better way of life 
for us all. 
       Charity without prophecy can serve only to make the world safe for 
exploitation. As long as the poor are being fed, why raise the wages it would 
take to enable them to feed themselves? It enables employers to go on un-
derpaying and overworking the very people who have made them their 
wealth. At the same time, prophecy may disturb a society but it does not 

necessarily comfort it. In fact, it can remain at 
a very safe distance from the sufferings of the 
time. As a result, it runs the risk of intellectual-
izing the problems of the world, which the rest 
of us can then go on discussing to death. 
      As the poet Charles Péguy warns us, “We 
must always tell what we see. Above all, and 
this is more difficult, we must always see what 
we see.” When we fail to recognize the injus-
tices of society—to smell them and bind them, 
to carry the lame and shelter the homeless, we 
will never bend our hearts to hear them and 
shout out their cries for all to hear. And change. 

From the Book:  The Time is Now:  A Call to 
Uncommon Courage, by Sr. Joan Chittister, OSB 

Dorothy Day at a rally for peace in New York in 1964.  
She is carrying a sign with a quote from Pope John 

XXIII.  It reads  “why should the resources of human 
genius and the riches of people turn more often to 

preparing for arms… than to increasing the welfare of 
all citizens and particularly of the poor.” 
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to be determined.  “I’d like to go to someplace warm.  I’ve 
been looking at the University of Georgia and the University of 
Alabama, or maybe even the University of Texas.  Going to IU 
might also be a possibility.  A lot will depend upon what kind of 
scholarship offers I get.” 
      Lillian graduated from grade school here at St. Joe.  “I re-
member all the teachers.  I think Mrs. Daugherty was the best 
math teacher I have had.  And I remember all the great lunches 
we had.  When you got the chance to help serve the meals, you 
could always count on getting special treats—usually cookies.  
The school was a place where people cared about you.  That’s 
really my experience of St. Joseph Parish.  There is a sense of 
community and folks working together, like putting all the 
chairs away each Sunday, now that we re having Mass in the 
gym.” 
     Probably the biggest support for Lillian is her family.  My dad 
is a very disciplined person, which has helped me realize how 
important that is in life.  Since he works as a Deputy Sherriff, he 
is always teaching us about being safe and being aware of so 
many things I would not necessarily think about.  My mom has 
helped me to not be afraid of trying new things and encouraging 
me to move out of my comfort zone.  Since she works in the 
area of human resources, she has also helped me to be confi-
dent and learn good social skills. 
       Lillian has also picked up a love of cooking and especially 
baking.  Her dad is the big griller in the family and mom has all 
the skills of cooking and baking.  Lillian is more into baking right 
now, especially desserts.  Right now, her specialties are pump-
kin chocolate chip muffins and lemon poppy seed muffins. 
      WORDS OF WISDOM.  “I think the biggest thing I have 
learned is not to shy away from challenging things in life.  That 
means not being afraid to put yourself out there in doing new 
things.  You don’t have to do things perfectly.  And once you do 
something new, you may find out that it really wasn’t so bad 
and you might even like the fact that you did it.  Take the 
chance to meet new people.  Sometimes that can be hard be-
cause most people are worried about what other people will 
say.  Sometimes you just have to be brave and not get too wor-
ried about what others will say.  Part of what helps is surround-
ing yourself with people who care about you and will have your 
back.  I’ve been blessed with a good family that supports me.  
And when you have good friends like this, it is important to lis-
ten to what they have to say. 
  

Easton Luigs 
     Gathering with family, hanging 
out with friends, enjoying sports—
these are some of the things that 
play a big role in Easton’s life.  He 
is the daughter of Kevin and Mi-
chelle Luigs and the older brother 
of Molly who is a sophomore at 
North Posey.  He is a senior at 
North Posey High School.   
     “Going to North Posey has 
been a good fit for me.   It is 
small enough that you don’t get 
lost in the crowd and I knew a lot 
of the folks who were going to school there before I did.”  He 
has spent a lot of time with classes.  One of the classes that he 
has enjoyed is taking English class.  We’ve been reading several 
books.  Right now we are reading The Refugee which tells the 

(Continued on page 5) 

Lillian Traylor 
“Challenge yourself by moving 
outside your comfort zone.”  
That might be the motto that 
Lillian  adopted for her life.  She 
is the daughter of Brad and Susie 
Traylor.  Her older sister, Eva is 
now working in Chicago with 
Deloitte Consulting.  Her older 
brother Jackson is married and is 
working as a sales representative 
in the Evansville area.  Her 
younger brother, Owen is a 

sophomore at Mater Dei. 
    When we sat down to talk, Lillian was in the midst of the girls 
cross country season.  She’s been on the team for the past four 
years.  Her dad, who ran cross country in high school and col-
lege, “encouraged” all his children to get into running.  “I’ve 
enjoyed running, but not as much as my dad does.  What I liked 
most about cross country was being part of the team.” 
     For the first three years of high school Lillian was also on the 
swim team.  But one of her big passions is being part of the girls 
softball team.  She is the catcher.  They started weight training 
in November and practice will start in March. 
      Lillian was also selected as one of the participants in the 
Tomorrow’s Workforce luncheon.  “We got to listen to a person 
from Space X speak about their work which was pretty interest-
ing.”  She also serves on the Peer Mediation Team for Mater Dei.  
As a member of the National Honor Society, she helps students 
prepare for semester exams by hosting their annual cocoa and 
cram sessions.  She has also helped with the Dance Marathon to 
help raise money for Riley’s Children’s Hospital.  She’ll be work-
ing on that again this year. 
    One of her most impactful endeavors has been serving with 
Teen Power, which is a joint effort working with Youth Re-
sources to provide for drug and alcohol awareness.  One of the 
major aspects of this program is planning and executing special 
camps for middle school and high school students helping them 
to make healthy lifestyle choices.  These camps are held each 
summer at UE.  “It’s given me the opportunity to work with all 
kinds of different people and challenged me to move out of my 
comfort zone.” 
      Lillian has spent the greatest amount of her time and energy 
on her academic pursuits at Mater Dei.  Her interests in classes 
range from taking human anatomy class to  English class.  Right 
now she has been reading Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales.  
“It’ been a challenge because the language he uses is so differ-
ent from modern English.”  She’s also been taking a film litera-
ture class.  Among the films they have been reviewing are the 
western movie, The Way of the Gun, and Walk the Line, about 
the life of Johnny Cash. 
     Lillian has also found time to work several jobs during her 
high school years.  She worked as a life guard at Burdette Park 
and at the YMCA.  She’s hoping to work at the front desk of the  
new Rumble Boxing, which is scheduled to open soon on the 
eastside of Evansville. 
      Lillian’s plans for next year are still be formulated.  She 
probably will be pursuing a degree in business, but where is still 
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story of three refugee children fleeing conflicts in their home 
countries.” 
     Easton has also taken advantage of some hand on classes 
learning such skills as welding, electrical and construction 
trades.  Probably the class he enjoys the most is his class on 
strength conditioning.  “We work a lot on having the proper 
techniques when you are lifting weights.”  Doing all that 
strength conditioning has the added benefit of getting Easton 
in shape for the upcoming baseball season.  He’s been playing 
baseball throughout high school.  He’s been a pitcher and has 
played shortstop, third base, and the outfield—pretty much 
wherever they have needed him.  But, of all these positions, 
being the pitcher is the one he likes the most.  He’s been tak-
ing some special training to help him learn just how to grip 
the ball to throw a fastball or slider or curve ball.  He’s pretty 
excited about the upcoming baseball season and hoping to 
finish his high school years on a great note. 
    When Easton is not busy with school and baseball, the thing 
he enjoys the most is hanging out with his friends.  Over the 
years he has developed some great friendships and that has 
given him the opportunity to play golf, compete in some corn 
hole games, and even play a few games of clabber. And there 
is the chance to watch football games (especially Notre Dame) 
and basketball games (mostly IU) and even catch a St. Louis 
Cardinal baseball game. “Friends are really important.  They 
can challenge you to do your best and be there to support you 
when you are going through tough times.” 
      Easton began his school years here at St. Joe and has some 
great memories of his time here.  “I liked it when we were 
going to Mass on Friday especially on the times we got to help 
plan and lead the prayer at Mass.  And I remember all the 
great lunches we had—super nachos, great chicken patties and  
chicken noodle soup.” 
       There have been many influences on Easton’s life, but 
probably the biggest influence is his family. “My dad and I look 

(Continued from page 4) 

a lot alike and we share a lot of the same interests.  He does 
some landscaping work  and I get the chance to help him on these 
jobs.  And he’s had a chance to gathering with his Dad’s family 
for their annual butchering days.  He might even get to the point 
where he can show off some of the cooking skills he’s learned 
from his dad.  “He is pretty good at barbecuing and he makes a 
great breakfast—scrambled eggs, sausage, hash browns and more. 
      My mom has been a big influence as well.  She has been a big 
supporter of the things that I have done.  She’s taught me a lot 
about having good work habits and being dependable in life.” 
      Easton also likes spending time with is mom’s side of the fam-
ily, especially his Adler grandparents.  There are a lot of cousins 
and extended family members there.   
      Going on vacation with his family has been a great experi-
ence.  Gathering with family for Thanksgiving , Christmas, and 
Easter are always highlights of the year.  There is sure to be lots 
of good food to enjoy at all of them. 
     Easton is still formulating his plans for next year.  He’s been 
on some college visits to Oakland City and Brescia in Owensboro.  
Perhaps he might pursue a career in exercise science.  In the be-
ginning, he will probably focus on taking some general classes.   
       WORDS OF WISDOM:  “One of the things that I have learned is 
how important it is to stay positive in life.  There are lots of 
things that can get you down and lots of things that can cause a 
lot of worry.  Having good people around you is one of the ways 
to stay positive.  Playing baseball has also helped me to under-
stand the value of being part of a team.  It has also taught me 
how important it is to be able your focus on the things that are 
really important.  Sometimes, especially if you are a pitcher, you 
can do everything right and the batter may get a good hit off of 
you.  Then you have to work really hard to keep your focus on the 
next pitch.  Having good friends is really important.  Good friends 
are ones you enjoy spending time with and who will stick with 
you .  And being a good friend means you have to be willing to be 
there for them as well.     

      The State of Indiana now enables 
you  to reduce your  state tax liability while 
at the same time helping families send 
their children to our school.  Donors are 
eligible to take advantage of  a 50% credit 
against their state tax liability  for contri-
butions  made to Choice Scholarship, 

(SGO).  If you make a  contribution of $100 to this SGO, you 
can take $50 off your state taxes. There is no minimum neces-
sary contribution.  However much you give, half of that 
amount can be deducted from your state taxes.   In addition, 
your full contribution can also be deducted for federal tax 
purposes. You can also make a donation of stock which will 
enable you to avoid paying capital gains tax.   
             Contributions that are made to our SGO are desig-
nated for St. Joseph School, so the money you contribute will 
definitely go to providing a grant for a needy family here in 
our parish..   
        You can make your contribution on line.  Simply go to 
the website http://www.i4qed.org/sgo.  Click on “donate 
online” and follow the simple directions.  Be sure to designate 
“St. Joseph Evansville” as the school so that your gift will di-
rectly benefit us.  
       For more information about this 
opportunity call Fr. Gene Schroeder 
(812-963-3273). 

     Christmas is a time for remembering the people in our 
family.  So we’d like to invite you to join us in reaching out 
to people are the members of our parish who living in nurs-
ing homes and assisted living communities.  We’ve listed 
their names and the address below. 

CYPRESS  GROVE 
REHABILITATION  CENTER 

4255 Medwell 
Newburgh, IN  47630 
Steve Hasselbrinck 

 
HERITAGE HEALTHCARE  

CENTER 
1201 W. Buena Vista Rd 

Evansville, IN 47710 
Brenda Koester 
Christine Settle 

GOOD SAMARITAN  
601 N Boeke Rd 

Evansville, Indiana 47711 
Doris Head 

 
NORTH PARK NURSING HOME 

650 Fairway Dr 
Evansville, IN 47710 

Marie Gumbel 
Carl Kempf 

 
PREMIER NURSING HOME 
251 Highway 66  (RM 214) 
New Harmony, IN  47631 

Betty Fischer 
 

SOLARBRON ASSISTED  
LIVING 

1501 McDowell Rd 
Evansville, IN 47712 

Margaret Kafel  
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SNOW REMOVAL CREWS:  We’re looking for people to help with 
snow removal.   If you are willing to be part of this group and/or 
have some equipment that could be used to clear 
snow, call the parish office (812-963-3273) or 
(812-499-9074).  We’ll get a list together 
and then, when we know it might 
snow, we can call folks and coordi-
nate our snow removal efforts.  
Every little bit helps!  

    Applications are now available for par-
ents wishing to apply for Mater Dei High 
School Tuition assistance for the 2023-2024 
school year.  Hard copies of applications will 
be available at Mater Dei and at our school. To download and 
c o m p l e t e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o n l i n e  a t 
www.materdeiwildcats.com;nancia select “Enrollment”, then 
“Tuition and Fil Assistance”.  The priority deadline for apply-
ing this year is March 1, 2023.  Contact Jill Seiler at Mater Dei 
(812-426-2258, ext. 322 email  jseiler@evdio.org 

      “Come away for awhile and pray.”  That was the invita-
tion Jesus gave to his disciples many times.  There are, of 
course, many ways we can do this.  Here in our parish we 
have two special opportunities for people to spend some 
time in prayer  at church.    Each Monday, from 7 am to 7 
pm we have Eucharistic Adoration.  In addition, once every 
six weeks we have a 24 hour time for Eucharistic Adoration, 
from 6 am on Tuesday till 6 am on Wednesday.  This 24 hour 
day of prayer is part of our an effort throughout our diocese 
to be praying each day for vocations.  (As our church is be-
ing repaired, we are having  Eucharistic Adoration in our 
temporary chapel in the rectory.) 
     What better place can you visit  than at church during 
these special times of prayer.  It is a chance to unburden 
yourself of all the heartaches, fears, angers, anxieties that 
weigh you down and then give you a chance to just be able 
to listen to God speak to us.  “Come to me all you who are 
weary and I will give you rest.  Do not be afraid, I am with 
you always.  You have only to call my name and I wll be 
there.”  This is what our weekly day of Eucharistic Adora-
tion and every six week 24 hour day of adoration are all 
about.   
      Our goal is to have two people  come for each hour of 
prayer.  This is especially wise for those late night and early 
morning hours through the night when some people might 
feel a little anxious about being the only person in church.  
Over the years, we have been blessed with many people 
who have come to pray during these prayer times.  How-
ever, many of these faithful people have died.  Others, be-
cause of health reasons, are  no longer able to come to 
church.  So now we are asking people in the parish to play-
fully consider 
coming to 
spend an hour 
in prayer for 
both  our 
weekly day of 
prayer and our 24 hour day of prayer.  We would also like to 
have a list of people who would be willing to be a substitute 
to fill in when those who regularly come are not able to 
make it. 
     If you would like to add your name and the particular 
hour when you can come to pray, contact Terry 
(812.963.3149) or Imogene (812.963.5221)   

 
 

PURCHASE TICKETS ($40/person)  ON LINE AT TICKETMASTERS  
https://www.ticketmaster.com/diocese-of-evansville-

eucharistic-congress-evansville-indiana-01-13-2024/
event/05005F27E0125309 

FOR COMPLETE DETAILS GO TO  eucharisticcongressevdio.org 

REMEMBERING ST. JOSEPH PARISH WITH A  
CONTRIBUTION THROUGH THE CARPENTER SOCIETY   

            St. Joseph Parish has been an inte-
gral part of each of our lives. Many of us 
come  from families who have raised their 
children while experiencing the financial 
demands of life, and so we can  fully appre-
ciate the need for financial security.   In 
pursuit of that goal, we invite each of you, 
to consider making a year-end gift to one of 
our parish endowments.   
       Our gifts to our parish endowments 
provide an increasing stream of income for 
our parish that goes on forever.   We invite 
you, then, to share with our parish by mak-
ing a year-end gift to one of our parish en-
dowments.  Currently there are thirty-two different parish en-
dowments and you can designate your contribution to any one 
them.  Contact  Fr. Gene Schroeder (812-963-3273)  or (812-499-
9074) for more information about making an end of the year 
contribution.      

            
       THE 2024 ST. JOE MONTHLY LOTTERY TICK-
ETS are now available. $1350 to be given away 
each month.  Only 500 tickets will be sold.      By 
now you should have received an invitation in the 
mail with an opportunity to participate.  Our lot-
tery sellers will also be contacting those who have 
bought tickets  from them in the past.  Cost is $75.        

       THE 2024 MATER DEI/MEMORIAL 
TREASURE THE TRADITION LOTTERY 
TICKETS are also no available.  Tickets 
are $100.  Call Margie Hartman (812-453
-6836) or the parish office (812-963-
3273)  to get your ticket. 

mailto:jseiler@evdio.org
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           Fr. Ronald Rohlheiser OMI 
       My early religious training, for all its 
strengths, placed too heavy an emphasis on 
fear of God, fear of judgment, and fear of 
never being good enough to be pleasing to 
God. It took the biblical texts about God 
being angry and displeased with us literally. 
The downside of this was that many of us 
came away with feelings of guilt, shame, and 
self-hatred, and understood those feelings 

religiously, with no sense that they might have more of a psy-
chological than a religious origin. If you had feelings of guilt, 
shame, and self-hatred, it was a signal that you were not living 
right, that you should feel some shame, and that God was not 
pleased with you. 
      Well, as Hegel famously taught, every thesis eventually 
spawns its antithesis. Both in the culture and in many religious 
circles today, this has produced a bitter backlash. The current 
cultural and ecclesial ethos has brought with it a near-feverous 
acceptance of the insights from contemporary psychology vis-à-
vis guilt, shame, and self-hatred. We learned from Freud and 
others that many of our feelings of guilt, shame, and self-hatred 
are really a psychological neurosis, and not an indication that we 
are doing anything wrong. Feelings of guilt, shame, and self-
hatred do not of themselves indicate that we are unhealthy re-
ligiously or morally or that God is displeased with us. 
      With this insight, more and more people have begun to 
blame their religious training for any feelings of guilt, shame, 
and self-hatred. They have coined the term “Christian neurosis” 
and have begun speaking of “being in recovery” from their 
churches. 
What’s to be said about this? In essence, some of this is healthy, 
a needed corrective, though some of it also suffers from its own 
naiveté. And, it has landed us here. Today, religious conserva-
tives tend to reject the idea that guilt, shame, and self-hatred 
are mainly a neurosis (for which our religious training is respon-
sible), while religious liberals tend to favor this notion. Who is 
right? 
A more balanced spirituality, I believe, combines the truth of 
both positions to produce a deeper understanding. Drawing on 
what is best in current biblical scholarship and on what is best in 
contemporary psychology, a more balanced spirituality makes 
these assertions. 
        First, that when our biblical language tells us that God gets 
angry and unleashes his fury, we are dealing with anthropomor-
phism. God doesn’t get angry with us when we do wrong. Rather 
what happens is that we get angry with ourselves and we feel as 
if that anger were somehow “God’s wrath”. Next, most psy-
chologists today tell us that many of our feelings of guilt, shame, 
and self-hatred are in fact unhealthy, a simple neurosis, and not 
at all an indication that we did something wrong. These feelings 

only indicate how we feel about ourselves, not how God feels 
about us. 
However, that being admitted, it is too simple to write off our 
feelings of guilt, shame, and self-hatred as a mere neurosis. 
Why? Because even if these feelings are completely or largely 
unmerited, they may still be an important voice inside us, that 
is, while they don’t indicate that God is displeased or angry 
with us, they still can be a voice inside us that won’t be silent 
until we ask ourselves why we are displeased and angry with 
ourselves. 
        Here’s an example. There is a wonderfully enlightening 
exchange in the 1990s movie, City Slickers. Three men are hav-
ing a conversation about the morality of having a sexual affair. 
One asks the other, “If you could have an affair and get away 
with it, would you do it?” The other replies: “No, I still would-
n’t do it.”  “Why not?” he is asked, “nobody would know.” His 
response contains a much-neglected insight regarding the ques-
tion of guilt, shame, and self-hatred. He replies, “I would 
know, and I would hate myself for it!” 
      There is such a thing as Christian “guilt neurosis” (which 
incidentally is not limited to Christians, Jews, Muslims and 
other religious persons, but is universal among all morally sensi-
tive people). However, not all feelings of guilt, shame, and self
-hatred are neurotic. Some are trying to teach us a deep moral 
and religious truth, that is, while we can never do a single thing 
to make God angry with us for one minute, we can do many 
things that make us angry with ourselves.  While we can never 
do anything to make God hate us, we can do things that have us 
hate ourselves. And, while we can never do anything to make 
God withhold forgiveness from us, we can do things that make 
it difficult for us to forgive ourselves. God is never the prob-
lem. We are. 
      Feelings of guilt, shame, and self-hatred do not of them-
selves indicate whether we have done something wrong, 
but they do indicate how we feel about what we have done – 
and that can be an important moral and religious voice inside 
us.  Not everything that bothers us is a pathology.                    

ST. ANNE’S IS SELLING RADA KNIVES These are all 

American made, with a life time guarantee and are very rea-
sonably priced.  We have starter sets that make nice gifts for 
Christmas, weddings and bridal showers, and of course are 
great for your own personal use!   There are 
catalogs at the front doors of the church 
with a complete listing  of RADA products.   
For further information or to order, call 
Imogene (812-963-5221).  Thanks! 

       Prepare your 
heart and mind this 
Lent 2024 with an 
i n s p i r a t i o n a l 
W o m e n ’ s  R e -
treat.  Beginning 
Saturday, March 
2 from 8:30 am-
10:00pm and end-
ing on Sunday, 
March 3rd with 
8:00 am Mass. Adoration, guest speakers, live reflective mu-
sic, rosary, a spa hour, confession, and Mass.  What a great 
way to enter into the busy Lenten season.  You are welcome to 
come and pray for as long as you can.  Contact Jessica Reckel-
hoff (812-598-1151  jreckelhoff@evdio.org) for information 
and/or to register.   
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TURN OUT THE LIGHTS! 
     As we get into the winter months of the year, 
our parish facilities get used more and more...and 
that’s a good thing.   That is why we have them.  
But as we use our facilities we also want to use 
them in a responsible way.   We spend a great deal of money on 
utility costs (over $60,000 a year)  so we need everyone’s help 
to keep these costs as low as possible.  Turning off lights,  espe-
cially those in the bathrooms,  making sure that the air condi-
tioning is turned off, and  all the doors are shut.  Doing these 
simple things will be a big help to keep our utility costs down.  
And it is a great way for us to be responsible with and for oth-
ers. 

 

     Kylie Frey & Lillian Traylor were selected to participate in 
the Tomorrows Workforce Luncheon sponsored by Memorial and 
Mater Dei High  Schools 
 

       We’ve had a number of our students who were members of 
their respective high school bands.  Samantha Gibbs helped lead 
the Reitz Marching Band to a second straight apprearence at the 
Indiana State High  School Band Context.   Zoe Schell, Kim 

Thacker and Heidi Forcum, and 
Bailey Fehrenbacher helped lead 
the Mater Dei Marching Wildcats to 
another appearance in the state 
finals.  Jim and Susan Helmer 
joined the North Band Parents 

support team and were able to cheer their granddaughter Suz-
anne Weiss and the other members of the 
North High School Band to a first place 
finish at the state competition.     
 

  Ruth Dickason and Bailey King were 
the 2023 Serra Club Vocation Essay Con-
test winners.  They were honored at a 
luncheon sponsored by the Serra Club 
Serra of Evansville. 

THANKS….Every year I am amazed by the 

generosity of our parishioners towards our col-
lege students! Thank you all for your time filling 
college packages, donating money for postage, 
and writing notes of encouragement for the stu-
dents!  They will be very excited to receive the 
gifts and use them to fuel their efforts for final 
exam.  Thank you all again!   

               -Jessica Reckelhoff  

DATE EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS LECTOR 

Saturday 
December 16, 2023 

5 PM 

Donald  & Brandon Werner  
 Mary Kay Fehrenbacher 

Donna Niemeier    

Mike  
Reffett 

Sunday 
December 17,2023 

8 AM 

Kylie Frey 
Stephanie Frey 

Al Debes  Dolores Folz  

Marcia  
Frey 

Sunday 
December 17, 2023 

10:30 AM 

Angie Will 
 Jane Scheller 

Diane Bassemier 
Danielle Weledge  

Shane 
 Wessel 

Saturday 
December 23, 2023 

5 PM 

Eric and Karen   
McDonald 

Butch and Linda Feulner  

Sis  
Jarboe 

Sunday 
December 24, 2023 

8 AM 

Imogene Baehl 
Michael Elpers 

Rodney & Paula Baehl 

Chick  
Duncan 

Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2023 
Children’s Mass with 

Children  4 pm 

Peter & Jodi Fehrenbacher 
Brandon & Donald Werner 

Diane Woods  Rachel 
Schnaus, Diane Woods 

Special  

Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2023 
Mass at Night 9 pm 

Lee Askins Chick Duncan 
Tom & Delores Folz 

Toni  
Askins 

Christmas Day 
Monday, Dec. 25 

9 AM  

Brian and Ann  Craney 
 Darlene Appler  

Carolyn Hutchinson 

Jane 
Scheller 

Saturday 
December 30, 2023 

5 PM 

Paul Hillenbrand 
Amy Cody 

Jena & Shane Wessel 

Sis  
Jarboe 

Sunday 
December 31, 2023 

8 AM  

Mary Loehrlein 
Carolyn Hutchinson 
Lee and Toni Askins 

Tom 
Blythe 

Sunday 
December 31, 2023 

10:30 AM 

Rachael Schnaus 
Becky Dosher 
Shane Wessel 
Steve Jung 

Julie  
Forcum 

Monday 
January 1, 2024 

8 AM 
Volunteers 

Chick  
Duncan 

Saturday 
January 6, 2024 

5:00 PM 

Donald  & Brandon Werner  
 Mary Kay Fehrenbacher 

Donna Niemeier    

Toni 
Askins 

Sunday 
January 7, 2024 

8 AM 

Kylie Frey 
Stephanie Frey 

Tom & Dolores Folz  

Terri 
Drone 

Sunday 
January 8, 2024 

10:30 AM 

Angie Will   Jane Scheller 
Diane Bassemier 

Danielle Weledge  

Shane 
Wessel 

Saturday  
January 13, 2024 

5 PM 

Eric and Karen   
McDonald 

Butch and Linda Feulner  

Mike  
Reffett 

Sunday 
January 14,2024 

8 AM 

Imogene Baehl 
Michael Elpers 

Rodney & Paula Baehl 

Marcia 
Frey 

Sunday 
January 14, 2024 

10:30 AM 

Doris Taylor Cecelia Koch 
Kitty Deig 

Paul Hillenbrand 

Mandy 
Elpers 

SORRY WE MISSED YOU:  Last month we failed to include Don 

Weis among our lawn mowing crews.  Thanks for your work, Don. 
Also, Nathan Werner and Will and Scotty Kirk completed their 
years of service in the military and are now listed as part of our 
group of veterans. 

     Come join us for a family pot luck dinner on 
Saturday, December 9 at 6 pm (after the 5 pm 
Mass).  We’ll share a meal, play games and pray a 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy together.  Contact Jes-
sica (812-598-1151) or email jreckelhoff@evdio.org. to sign up to 
attend.   Bring your favorite game and your favorite side dish to 
share. 
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Be an island  of mercy  in  
a  sea  of  indifference.  

                      Pope Francis 

      Not all of us can do great things, but 
we can do small things with great love.   
St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

       This month, Catholics throughout the United States are be-
ing invited to participate in the collection for the Retirement 

Fund for Religious.    
      There was a time, in the his-
tory of our parish, when the Fran-
ciscan nuns who taught in our 
school, went several years without 
receiving any pay at all.  Even 
when they were paid, the amount 
of money they received was very 
small—about $350 a year.  Yet, 
they came to teach and to serve 
us.   
     Much the same can be said 

about the Benedictine nuns who taught many of our parishioners 
at Mater Dei.    Now many of these women are old and in need 
of much care.  The cost for their care far exceeds their re-
sources.  That is why we are invited to give to this special col-
lection. Together, as a Church, we can  honor their faithfulness 
by being faithful—and generous—in return. There are special 
envelopes in your regular monthly packet of envelopes.   

     Needing a gift this holiday season for 

the person who has it all?  Honor them 

by giving the gift of food to the children 

at our sister parish, St. James Parish, 

located in Plaine du Nord, Haiti.  Gifts 

ranging in price from $5-$100. 
      Here’s how it works.  Complete the 

order form found at the self-service station located in the 
front of church, or complete the order form below.  Make 
checks payable to St. Joseph Parish.  Place the order form and 
check  in the collection basket, drop it by the parish office or 
mail it to Haiti Gifts of Compassion St. Joseph Parish 6202 W. 
St. Joseph Rd.  Evansville, IN  47720.   After your order form 
and check have been received a card describing your gift will 
be mailed to your address.  The card can then be gifted to 
your recipient.  Mail orders MUST be received by Dec. 20, 
2023.  Questions?  email Alison Martin at alison@twc.com  

     ITEM  QUANTITY COST          TOTAL 

Feed a Child 

for a month ______  x $5.00            ________ 

 

Feed a Child 

for 2 months ______  x $10.00           ________ 

 

Feed a Child 

for 6 months ______  x $25.00           ________ 

 

Feed a Child 

  for a year ______  x $50.00           ________ 

 

   Feed the  

entire school 

(600 students) ______  x $100         ________ 

NAME  ____________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS  __________________________________________ 

 

PHONE    ___________________________________________ 

Dear friends at St. Joe,      
        Once again I am writing to thank you for 
the donations of canned food you continue to 
bring each week.  And thanks for the dona-
tion of 15 gallons of burgoo and 250 lbs of 
sausage as well.  The number of people who 
come to the Food Pantry continues to grow 
especially with inflation concerns and the coming winter 
months.  This past October, with your help, we were able to 
provide a four day supply of food along with hygiene and 
cleaning items for 2,840 persons in 1,306 different house-
holds.  Thanks for partnering with us. 

                  Sr. Donna  Herr, O.S.B.  Food Pantry Director 

     The best careers, the greatest achievements, the most 
prestigious titles and accolades, the accumulated riches and 
earthly gains—all will vanish in a moment….(what will last is) 
love and care for others, especially the poor and those usu-
ally discarded by society.   God  
dwells among the most insignifi-
cant to the world.   
      We know what to do: love 
those who are on his priority 
list, those who can give us noth-
ing back, those who do not at-
tract us” and do so without ex-
pecting repayment. 
      Let’s face it, we have gotten 
pretty good at compromising 
with the Gospel, saying, “Feeding the hungry yes, but the 
issue of hunger is complex, and I certainly can’t solve it!” or 
“‘Welcoming migrants yes, but it is a complicated issue, it 
concerns politics.” With little objections we make life a com-
promise with the Gospel. 
      From simple disciples of the Master, we become teachers 
of complexity, who argue a lot and do little, who seek an-
swers more in front of the computer than in front of the cru-
cifix, on the internet rather than in the eyes of our brothers 
and sisters. Believers become experts who comment, debate 
and expound theories, but do not know even one poor person 
by name, have not visited a sick person for months, have 
never fed or clothed someone (and) have never befriended 
someone in need. 
       God waits for us among the poor and wounded of the 
world. And he is waiting to be caressed not with words but 
with deeds.  Pope Francis  from his sermon on the Feast of All Souls 

 

mailto:alison@twc.com
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December 2023  
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 7:30 am Mass 

     with Children 
 

2Sacrament of 

   Reconciliation 
 4-4:40 pm 

      5 pm Mass 
St. Vincent  

dePaul 
Food Collection 

  

       
 
 

38 &10:30 Mass 

Family Religion Class 
RCIA  9 am   

Confirmation Rite of 
Election 10:30 Mass 

 
 

47am—6:30pm 

     Eucharistic  
Adoration  

 
School Board 
Meeting 6 pm 

 
Mass 6:30 pm 

 
 

5 7:30 AM Mass 

Altar Society 
Christmas Dinner 

5:30 pm  
School Musical 
Program 6 pm 

 

6  7:30 am Mass 

         Parish 
Staff 12 Noon 

That Man Is You 5:30 
pm     

 

7 Feast of the 

Immaculate 
 Conception 

Mass at  
6:30 pm 

8 Feast of the 

Immaculate 
 Conception 

Mass at 7:30 am 
 Senior Citizen’s  
Gathering—1 pm 

 

9 Sacrament  

 of  Reconciliation 
 4-4:40 pm 

       5 pm Mass 
Family Potluck & 

Game Night  
 6 pm 

St. Vincent 
 dePaul 

Food Collection 

 

10  8 &10:30  

            Mass 
 St. Vincent dePaul 

Food Pantry  
Collection 
RCIA  9 am 

 

117am—6:30pm  

Eucharistic  
Adoration  

 
Mass 6:30 pm 

Knights of  
St. John 7 pm 

 
 
 

127:30 am Mass 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feast of Our Lady 

of Guadalupe 

13 7:30 am Mass 

Parish Staff  
Meeting 12 Noon 

That Man Is You 5:30 
pm     

Advent Penance 
Service 7:00 pm 

14   
NO  MASS 

 

157:30 am 

 Mass with  
school children 

 
Advent Penance 
Service  11 am 

16 Sacrament  

 of  Reconciliation 
 4-4:40 pm 

     5 pm Mass 
St. Vincent 

 dePaul 
Food Collection 

 

 
   

178 & 10:30  

         am Mass 
St. Vincent dePaul 

Food Pantry  
Collection 
RCIA  9 am 

18 7am-6:30pm  

Eucharistic 
Adoration 

 Mass 6:30pm 
Men’s Club  7 pm 

19  
7:30 am  Mass 
 LAST DAY OF 

SCHOOL 

20    

7:30 am Mass 

21 
NO MASS 

22   

7:30 am Mass 

23  Sacrament  

 of  Reconciliation 
 4-4:40 pm 

       5 pm Mass 
Food Pantry 
Collection 

 

24 Sunday  

 Mass 8 am 
Christmas Mass 

with 
Children  4 pm 

Christmas Mass at 
Night   9 pm 

 
 
 

 

25 CHRISTMAS 

 DAY MASS  9 AM 

    

26 7:30 Mass 27   
7:30  AM Mass 

28  NO MASS 29 7:30 am 

           Mass 

30Food Pantry  

      Collection 
Regular Weekend 

Mass Schedule  
Sat. 5 pm   

Sunday 8 & 10:30 

31 8 &10:30  

            Mass 
 St. Vincent dePaul 

Food Pantry  
Collection 

 

1 New Year’s 

Day Mass 8 am 

2 Mass 7:30 am 3 7:30  AM Mass 

School Resumes 
Parish Staff  

Meeting 12 Noon 

4  No Mass 5 7:30 am Mass 

With School Children 

6  Sacrament of  

     Reconciliation 
 4-4:40 pm 

       5 pm Mass 
Food Pantry & Haiti  

Collection 
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WEEKEND MASSES:  Saturday 5pm 
Sunday 8 and 10 am 

HAVE YOU  MADE YOU PLEDGE TO OUR CATHOLIC 
MINISTRIES APPEAL (CPC) 

PARISH GOAL   $130,235.00 
PLEDGED TO DATE      $114,911.00 
NUMBER OF PLEDGES:             284 
AVERAGE PLEDGE             $404.61 

We’re 89% of the way to our goal.  
Can you help us get over the top? 

     Each year we have invited peo-
ple to remember their loved ones at 
Christmas by including their name(s) in our Christmas Flower 
memorials.  We used the money  from these donations to buy 
the flowers for Christmas.  This year, with all the work that we 

are doing to rebuild our church, things are a bit 
different.  Actually we are not planning to have 
any special decorations for Christmas.  But we still 
wanted to give people the chance to remember 
their loved ones at Christmas.    So,  send the 
name or names of people you want to remember to 
the parish office by Dec. 18.  The names will be 

printed in the Christmas bulletin.  There is no need to send any 
money, since we are not buying flowers this year. (But we 
won’t turn down any contributions you give!)`` 

      But for a growing number of people today, the response is to 
“freeze up,” to become so incapacitated that we can’t do any-
thing.  In China we are told that a growing number of young peo-
ple can be seen wearing tee shirts that proclaim “we are the last 
generation.”   
      Advent is a time for us to hear once again the call to pay 
attention to the things that are around us.  To resist the tempta-
tion to fight against what is happening, or to ignore it in the 
hopes that it will go away, or to become so full of fear that we 
become frozen.  Here is how Fr. Henri Nouwen talked about the 
challenge of “paying attention.”   
 We have to learn how to think about the events of the day 
that take place in our community or in our larger world, and 
to see them as ways to come to know God in new ways. There 
is the spiritual life and the political world and the economic 
world, but somehow we must really believe that God is a God 
of history who works in the events of the day. . . . It is impor-
tant that you learn to read the newspaper with a heart that 
sees God at work among his people and to be aware of the 
great struggle in which you are involved—struggles with the 

(Continued from page 1) 

power of evil and the hidden love of 
God. God is present, but you have to 
be in touch with that very reality. . 
. . You might know about Israel and 
Palestine, and Haiti, and know about 
communities in different places that suffer . . . but do not 
see them as a set of distracting things but see God is at 
work in this world. The world and the reality of daily events 
are there to be read with the mind and heart of God.  

      The real work of Advent, and actually that of the whole 
spiritual life is to create a heart and mind that can be present 
to all that is in front of us.  It is leaning into the journey of 
life, resisting the temptation to fight against it, run away from 
it, or becoming paralyzed by it.  But as we do this, we hear 
the words of Jesus, “do not be afraid.  I am with you always.”    


