
WHAT ARE YOU LIVING FOR? 
Fr. Gene Schroeder 

PASTOR 

     Thomas Merton, the famous Trappist monk 
from Gethsemane Abbey in Kentucky,  has 
been quoted as saying, "If you want to identify 
me, ask me not where I live, or what I like to 
eat, or how I comb my hair, but ask me what I 
am living for."   That’s a pretty daunting ques-

tion.  Maybe it’s the time I have spent recuperating from my 
broken knee cap, or maybe it’s been completing twenty years 
of service here in our parish, or maybe it’s turning 67 this 
year.  Whatever the reason, I’ve been thinking about that this 
question recently.  To what do I want to give my life energy?   
     When I was much younger,  my life would have been fo-
cused on doing things and making my mark as a young priest. 
Life was about doing, and doing things the right way and being 
responsible for all manner of things.  I learned those habits 
very early in life and they are still a part of me.  As Yogi Berra, 
the great New York Yankee catcher famously said, “wherever 
you go, there you are.” 
        While  I can’t deny that these forces are still at work in 
me, it seems that now my life is more  about “allowing” and 
less about “doing.”  It’s seems that there is more peace in life 
when I spend my energy “allowing” things to be the way they 

are rather than forc-
ing them to go the 
way I think they 
should.  I keep 
thinking of a com-
ment I heard some 
years ago:  “When I 
begin to realize that 
other people do not 

have to do what I want them to, to behave the way I think 
they have to behave and to believe the way I think they ought  
to believe, then my walk through life will be surprisingly eas-

ier.”    
     As I think about trying to do 
this, what comes to mind is how 
important it is to learn how to 
forgive myself and other people 
for being very inconsistent and 
forgiving life for not going the way 
I think it should go.   Along with 
forgiving people,  it also means 
forgiving institutions, like the 
church, for being they way they 
are.   
    Now that is a big challenge.  It 
means avoiding them temptation 
to be paralyzed by feelings of 
impotence and  giving  in to feel-
ings of despair.     
    Trying to have this kind of pres-
ence doesn’t mean doing less, but 
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         For the past several months, we’ve been working at estab-
lishing a data base for the all the gradu-
ates of St. Joseph School.  So far we 
have been able to identify all those who 
either graduated  from St. Joseph School 
or spent part of their grade school years 
at our school from the mid 1930’s to the 
present.  Now we need to find current 
addresses and, for those who were mar-
ried, their current last name.  We’ve been able to tap into the 
data base of graduates of Mater Dei High School which will be a 
big help in updating our data base.  But we need your help.   
       We have names and addresses of the folks who graduated 
from Mater Dei.  But they are in one data base and we need to 
put that in our data base.   We have both our school data base 
and the data base of Mater Dei graduates.  So what we need are 
six or seven people who would be willing to take a ten-year pe-
riod of information from Mater Dei graduates and try to match 
that up with the graduates from our school.   Once we get this 
information then we can input it into our data base.   
       Not everyone who graduated from our school went on to 
Mater Dei, so we will still have to find addresses for these people 
to made our alumni  data base complete.  But this will be a big 
start.  If you are interested in help, contact the parish office 
(812-963-3273) and we’ll get your started. 

perhaps it does mean not getting so invested in what I do. I think 
Fr. Henri Nouwen said it best when he said:  “More important 
than ever is to be very faithful to my vocation to do well the 
few things I am called to do and hold on to the joy and peace 
they bring me.” 
      How do you do this?  It means showing up everyday and being 
willing to offer my piece of the wisdom and then trusting that 
God will use it however it is supposed to be used even if I never 
know exactly how that will happen.   
      All this sounds good and right and I believe it is the pathway 
to peace.  But I know that, as life happens, there will be things 
that trigger the old beliefs that things have to go the way I think 
they should and 
that people 
need to do 
things the right 
way.  I’d like to 
say that I won’t 
be trapped by 
them, but it 
will probably 
happen.  And that’s when I will need to step back and get things 
in the right focus again.  Jesus did that all the time.  So often, in 
the gospels we read that Jesus, left all the activity, and went up 
on the mountain to pray. 
     So now, it’s just a matter of doing what I say I want to do.  So 
simple and yet so challenging!   
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Eve Bilderbach 
       “I’m a theater  kid.  I’ve been 
part of the theater program at Ma-
ter Dei since my sophomore year 
and it’s the best thing that has hap-
pened to me.”  Eve lives with her 
mom, Lena (Ruminer) and Justin 
Greubel and her step-sister, Audrey 
who is in Pre-School at St. Joe and 
step-brother Anthony.   
       “Being part of the theater has 
given me the chance to explore my 
creative side.  I’ve been a part of 

the different musicals the past two years, but this year I am 
playing one of the lead roles in the Wind and the Willows.”  
She is playing the role of the arch villain Chief Weasel.  You’ll 
find her  dressed in a bright red suit.  She’ll be the  mischie-
vous character!  The show is playing  from March 18-20 at the 
Mater Dei Auditorium, so come and check it out.  
     Eve has played a number of different characters and 
worked in various capacities for the Mater Dei Theater Produc-
tions the past  two years.  “What I have learned from the 
theater productions I have been in, is that every character is 
important.  Really every person, from the stage crew to the 
lead characters is an important element.  Without any of 
them, the show just won’t be the same.   
     I think I a lot of my creative energy comes from my dad’s 
side of the family.  My Aunt Kathy is a member of a band and 
they have done a number of music videos.  That’s got me in-
terested in producing my own musical videos.”  Thanks to all 
the modern technology platforms available to her, she has 
been able to produce some music videos on her phone and 
then post them to a special music page where other aspiring 
artists have uploaded their musical videos.  “I’ve been writing 
music since I was ten years old, but it’s taken me a little while 
to develop the courage to put it out there for everyone to 
see.”   
     Eve loves to sing and act and to take pictures.  “But I think 
my best comes out in music.”  She spoke of her favorite child-
hood band “311”.  My mom and dad listened to this band all 
the time when I was growing up.  For my 18th birthday I got to 
see the band in person.  I’m actually on the cover of one of 
their recent albums.”  How did that happen?  Well, the band 
invited all their fans to send in pictures of themselves which 
Eve did.  When the album came she was quick to pick it up 
and search for her picture...and sure enough, it’s on there! 
      The artistic side and the desire to reach out and spread 
her wings comes from her mom’s side of the family as well.  “I 
really enjoy talking to my cousin, Elssa, who  has found her 
niche as a make up artist in Hollywood where she works on 
many famous actors and actresses.  When we get together and 
talk, it’s like we are both speaking the same language.  She 
loves her life and that really speaks to me about how impor-
tant it is to find out what you’re passionate about and seek 
that out.”  Her desire to travel and see new things can proba-
bly be traced back to her great grandmother, Eileen Ruminer, 
who, when she was Eve’s age, took off first to New York and 
later to Los Angles with her sister Esther Niemeier.   

      “I know that my mom is concerned that I get a job that can 
provide the money I need to take care of things in life.  I know 
this is important, but my heart is often leading me in a different 
direction.  It feels like I am a little out of step with others, but I 
keep thinking that it is important to find out what makes me 
happy and do that and then I think everything in the end will be 
ok.” 
     Eve attended grade school at Corpus Christi.  She remembers 
having some great teachers there, but, not surprisingly, she was 
most drawn toward the ones who taught music and art.  As she 
moved to Mater Dei High School, it’s no surprise that she reso-
nated most with the teachers in the arts field.  But she also 
speaks highly of Mrs. Grabbert with whom she took an Advanced 
Placement English Class.  We did a lot of writing in her class and 
she definitely made me a better writer and I think a better per-
son. She helped me develop an interest in reading as well.  Right 
now I am reading the novel Anthem.  It’s set in the future and is 
about a time when  no one has a name but everyone has a num-
ber.   The word “I” is banned from being spoken and everyone is 
part of the collective group.”   
     Next year Eve plans on attending Western Kentucky Univer-
sity where she hopes to explore a major in the field of the arts.  
“I’m looking forward to living on campus and exploring a new 
world.  My best friend also plans on attending Western Kentucky 
so we may get a chance to room together.” 
     When Eve isn’t busy with theater productions and school, 
you’ll find her working at Showplace Cinema.  She’s also worked 
at Target as a seasonal employee, but working at Showplace has 
been the best experience.  “I’ve had the chance to meet people 
I would never have run into and then, of course, I get to watch 
all the latest 
movies.  I’ve 
pretty much 
done all the 
jobs there, but 
the best one is 
just selling 
t i cket s  to 
moviegoers.”  
WORDS OF 
WISDOM:  “I 
think the big-
gest thing I 
have had to 
learn is how to 
believe in my-
self.  That 
takes a lot of 
inner strength 
and motiva-
tion.  Some-
times I forget 
my own self 
worth and how 
much I am 
loved by my 
friends and 
family.  Good 
friends can 
help you stay 
focused and 
they can help 
you believe in 
yourself when 
it’s hard for 

CONGRATULATIONS TO  
 
 

on being crowned   
Miss Indiana State 

 Fair Queen for 2020 
What a great 

 achievement! 
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you to believe in yourself.  It’s taught me not be afraid of 
who I am and not to be afraid of walking a different path than 
others are taking.  Listen to your inner voice and do what you 
feel passionate about.   
      As to the future?  Eve smiles and with a sparkle in her 
eye, says, “When I am famous, I won’t forget you!”    
 

Audrey Collins 
     Audrey is a woman on a mission 
with a dizzying array of activities 
that occupy her day.  She is the 
youngest child and only daughter 
of Mike and Jenny Collins.  Her 
oldest brother Tyler is now work-
ing in the packaging department of 
Astra Zenica.  Her brother Evan is 
a First Lieutenant and serves as a 
medical service officer at Ft. 
Campbell.  Audrey, following her 
brothers at school at Mater Dei, is 
set to graduate from there this 
spring. 

     Aside from taking a full academic load of classes, Audrey 
has been a member of the cheerleading squad for all four 
years—you’ll find her leading all the cheers at all the boys’ 
football and basketball games.  She has also been an active 
member of the Pep Club.  She is a member of the student 
council and serves as the defense attorney.  She has also been 
a member of the mock trial team and will work with them as 
they go through the experience of holding a trial at the Na-
tional High School Mock Trial Competition which will be held 
in May.  She has also lent her efforts to the Mater Dei dance 
marathon fundraiser for Riley Hospital. 
      When she is not involved in all these activities, Audrey 
has been heavily involved in the journalism department’s 
publication of the school newspaper and magazine.  This year 
she is serving as the editor of the  Hi Lites, Mater Dei’s year-
book.   “My teacher, Mrs. St. Claire got me interested in jour-
nalism and really helped me to improve my writing.  With her 
encouragement, I got the chance to be involved in some jour-
nalism competitions at USI and Murray State.  This past sum-
mer, I got the chance to travel to Chicago to be a part of a 
journalism workshop where we learned cover designs for 
yearbooks and generally how to make a year book better.  
The yearbook is like a history of our years at high school, so 
you really want to put your heart and soul into making it the 
best it can be.  Yearbooks are one of those things that you 

don’t necessarily appreciate at the time, but looking back, it’s 
nice to have because it triggers so many memories.  My role as 
editor is to be a kind of cheerleader for all the different people 
who are doing different sections of the yearbook.  I spend a lot of 
time trying to get ads for the yearbook which is really important 
because the yearbook has to fund itself since it doesn't get any 
money form the school.”  Now, if you are interested, you can put 
your order in for a yearbook—it will be ready next fall. 
        Now when Audrey is not spending her time on all these pro-
jects, she has also found time to be involved in competitive danc-
ing for the last several years.  If you happen to be at Achieve 
Dance Academy on Thursday nights, you’ll see Audrey do a lot of 
conditioning exercises.  All that work finds its outlet in several 
dancing competitions through the years.  All these competitions 
are leading up to a big dance competition at the French Lick 
Springs Resort in late January.   
      When asked about the people who have had the biggest influ-
ence on her, she is quick to credit her friends.  “It’s good to have 
a group that understands all the stresses that are a part of high 
school life.  They are the ones who help you to keep a level head 
and not get worked up about all the little things in life.  She also 
credits the teachers she has had.  “My math teacher, Mrs. Striehl 
helped me to enjoy learning.  My history teacher, Mr. Rode, 
helped me to see the big picture of everything that is going on in 
the world.  And my journalism teacher, Mrs. St. Claire, was such a 
good faith example for me.  I had some great teachers from my 
time at grade school at St. Joe.  Mrs. Elpers and Mrs. Daugherty 
were really strict.  I may not have liked it at the time, but they 
sure did prepare me well for high school.  What I remember a- 
bout all the teachers is that they wanted me to succeed and 
worked hard to help me do that.” 
      Not surprisingly, her family has been the biggest influence on 
her.  “My brothers are older than me and I was probably an an-
noying little sister and wanted to do what they were doing.  But 
they have been great to me, especially as I have gotten older.  
What I like about our family is that we are very supportive of one 
another.  We may not agree with each other, but we want the 
best for each other.” 
     There has been an ongoing military theme in her life.  Her 
dad, Mike, was in the army and was deployed to Iraq when Audrey 
was a young girl.  There have also been several cousins, uncles, 
and grandparents who have been in the military.  “When I was 
younger, I had the chance to participate in some military camps 
for children of soldiers.  It was good to be around folks who had 
similar life experiences.  And we got to do some great stuff, like 
repelling down big walls, which was pretty cool when you are a 
young kid.  What I have learned from my dad is to never give up.  
If you believe in something, don’t give up.  Learn to trust in what 
you think you can do.  And I think my mom is one of the bravest 
persons I know.  When my dad was deployed, she had to do all 

(Continued on page 4) 

A successful marriage requires  falling in love 
many times, always with the same person. 

Just because someone doesn’t love you the way 
you want them to, doesn’t mean they don’t 

love you with everything they have 
What counts in making a happy marriage is not 
so much how compatible you are, but how you 

deal with incompatibility.    
      Being happy doesn’t mean that  

everything is perfect.  It means that you’ve 
decided to look beyond the  

imperfections.  One advantage of marriage 
is that,  when you fall out of love with him  

or he falls out of love with you, it keeps 
you together until you fall in love again. 
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the parenting, which I’m sure was not easy.  But she did it.  
Last year she was diagnosed with breast cancer and she has 
been going through a lot of treatments for that.  But through 
it all she has this attitude of ‘don’t worry, I’m going to beat 
this.’  That’s pretty reassuring when you are young kid! 
     Next year, Audrey would like to pursue a degree in me-
chanical engineering.  She would like to go to Ole Miss (The 
University of Mississippi) or the University of Alabama.  But 
maybe she will be going to Purdue.  A lot will depend on what 
kind of financial assistance she is offered.  I would like to go 
to an out of state school because I think it would help me 
develop my independence.  I like the idea of being involved in 
some co-op programs where you go to school for a semester 
and then work for a semester.   
WORDS OF WISDOM:  “Surround yourself with good friends 
who share you values and will be there to support you.  I 
think there is a lot of anxiety that is created by social media, 
so you need good folks around you that will help you keep 
focused in life.  It’s important to not get upset with all the 
little things that happen.  Don’t sweat the small stuff.  When 
you have a good support system, it will help you deal with all 
the highs and lows of life.  When my dad was deployed to 
Iraq, I was just a little kid and didn’t really understand what 
was going on.  But I had a lot of family and friends who stood 
by me.  The same thing happened when my great-
grandmother died of cancer when I was in the third grade.  
Good friends can support you and they can also push you to 
do your best and move out of your comfort zone.  Be comfort-
able with who you are.  You are not going to like everyone 

(Continued from page 3) and there will be people who don’t like you either, but that’s 
ok.” 

 

Eric Ondash 
      Talking with Eric is like talking to 
a modern day Renaissance Man—
someone who has knowledge about a 
lot of different things.  It’s a fact 
that is borne out by Eric’s friends, 
one of whom recalled a time when a 
person was asking him about what 
kind of dog to get.  His response—
let’s call Eric, he’ll know.  And sure, 
enough, he had a lot of good advice 
to offer. 
      Our conversation touched on sub-
jects from fly fishing, to camping, to 

cooking, to running track, to math and engineering, to financial 
planning to playing golf, to weight lifting, to music and playing 
guitar to talking about the inner workings of various sorts of 
gears.  Quite a list. 
       Eric is the youngest son of Paul and Becky Ondash and the 
younger brother of Matt and Zach.  When we talked, Eric had just 
returned from a camping trip with his Ondash cousins and uncles.  
It’s something that he and his brothers have been doing with their 
dad since he was 13, and something that has been happening with 
the Ondash family for the past fifty years.  It’s been a great time 
to re connect with his cousins and uncles since many of them are 
still living in Pennsylvania.   
     Last summer his dad and brothers, uncles and cousins went on 
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a fishing trip to Montana.  And, in a break with tradition, 
some of his girl cousins came along.  “It was great having 
them, and besides they were pretty good at fly fishing.  
Mostly we just catch and release the fish.  It’s some beautiful 
country and we spend most of the day fishing and then gather 
in the evening for a meal.  There are some pretty good cooks 
in the family.  And then we finish the evening by playing corn-
hole games or shuffle board with my cousins.  I think this was 
the first trip that the younger generation outnumbered the 
older generation.”  Hopefully this will be a tradition that Eric 
will continue when he gets older and has children of his own. 
     Life has been pretty full for Eric during his four years of 
high school at Mater Dei.  “Classes are small for the most part 
and it’s the kind of place where everyone knows each other.  
I’ve had some good friends since grade school—especially with 
Dakx Lannert and Cole Happe and we’ve stayed pretty close 
in high school.    Dakx got me interested in playing golf.  We 
started playing on par three courses and now we are playing 
on several of the city courses, especially Helfrich Hills.  I’m 
the person that got both Dakx and Cole interested in running 
track.  I’ve been running track since grade school days.  My 
event is running the hurdles.  Dakx and Cole are just good 
athletes so they have both done well being part of the track 
team.” 
      Eric has a wide variety of interests.  “I like to be busy and 
I enjoy a lot of hands on kind of activities.  Working out and 
lifting weights at Bob’s Gym is a good outlet to keep in shape 
and get ready for track season.  But I also have an interest in 
music.  I think I get that from my dad.”  Eric’s choice of musi-
cal instruments is the guitar and harmonica. And he also has 
an interest in learning how to play the cello.  “I’ve learned 
how to play mostly by ear, but I really enjoy it.”   He can tell 
you where to go to get the best deals on these musical instru-
ments.  “I’ve gone to Moore Music and they have a lot of good 
quality instruments.  They also have a staff of people that 

know what they are talking about when it comes to music.”  Eric 
can also tell you about the qualities of the Martin guitar and the 
Gibson mandolin that belonged to his grandpa.  His interest in 
music has led him to go to several music concerts in the area.  
“They have some festivals in the city parks which I have been to 
as well as the Front Porch Fest at Haynie’s Corner and the Ferdi-
nand Folk Fest.  Going to these concerts has introduced me to a 
lot of people that I wouldn’t ordinarily get to know.”   
     Eric also enjoys cooking.  “Some people are lost when it comes 
to being in the kitchen, but not me.  Cooking is something that my 
mom and I do a lot.  I’ll find some recipe that I want to do and 
she’ll tell me that I could go to the store and buy it a lot cheaper 
than making it.  So I’ll get her to buy it at the store and I’ll make 
my own version of it just to see which one comes out the best.  I 
think my dad is a good cook, but he doesn't want anyone to know 
it. When we are on our camping trips, he can come up with some 
pretty good meals!” 
     Next year, Eric plans on going to USI where he plans on getting 
a degree in finance.  “Maybe it’s natural for me to think about a 
career in finance since I am such a pathological saver.  I really 
don’t want to spend money unless it is really important.  I could 
see myself doing something in the world of finance, maybe being a 
financial advisor like one of my uncles.  My friends Dakx and Cole, 
I think, are also going to USI next year so we’ve talked about liv-
ing together on campus.   
       When asked about the people who have influenced him in his 
life, Eric points to the role his close friends, Cole and Dakx.  “I’m 
the guy who is into the arts and I’ve introduced them to things 
they would never be a part of.  But they have challenged me as 
well to do my best.  They are pretty competitive and that has 
challenged me.  I’ve had some great teachers through the years 
both at Mater Dei and at St. Joe.  I was pretty good at school work 
and could get by without a lot of effort.  But I have had some 
teachers that have really pushed me beyond what I thought I 
could do.   They forced me to set the bar of achievement higher 
and that has been a good thing for me.” 
    Eric speaks with pride about the influence his mom and dad and 
his brothers have had in his life.  “My mom keeps talking to us 

(Continued on page 12) 

     Over the years, the 
members of our St. Anne 
Altar Society have pro-

vided the money for the care and upkeep of the altar and altar 
garments, purchase hosts, wines, missalettes, candles and 
vestments and other items used at Mass.  Most recently, as a 
memorial tribute to former president, Jan Hermann,  they 
provided the money to purchase some beautiful hand crafted 
chairs in the sanctuary.  They contracted with one of our pa-
rishioners, Joe Schneider, to design chairs to match the new 
presider’s chair.  Joe had previously built this chair as well, 
which had been given in memory of Ted Kares by his wife, 
Berta, and the members of his family.   
     The chairs that have been designed and built by Joe are 
just the latest in a long list of items that we use in church that 
have been designed and built by parishioners over the years.   

    This year the members of the student 
council at St. Joe 
Schoo l  have 
taken on a spe-
cial project of 
painting the boys 
and girls bath-
rooms in the 

school.  Members of 
the eighth grade as 
well as school par-
ents and school 
staff have joined in 
this effort.   Thanks 
to their efforts, we’ll 
have the nicest look-
ing bathrooms around! 
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MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
We gratefully acknowledge the contributions made to St. Joseph Parish in memory of these loved ones.  

 Let us continue to remember the gift  they have been in our lives. 

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
IN MEMORY OF 

Tom Muensterman 
Mike & Rosemary McGarrah 
Steve & Stephanie Niemeier 

Margie Hartmann 
Gregory & Constance Wedding 
The Harl Family—Jim, Becky, 

Anna, Will, Joe & Amelia 
The partners of  

Umbach & Associates 
Mark & Angie Kessler 

Foxx Pools of Evansville 
Homer & Doris Taylor 
Gary Fehrenbacher  

Ruth Burk 
Craig & Laura Elpers 
Bryan & Ann Craney 
Charles J. Goebel 

Ron & Donna Miller 
Richard & Carolyn Sexson 
Jim & Carol Fechtmeister 
Don & Carolyn Hutchison 

Bob & Linda Englert 
Joyce & Glenn Lewis 

Bob & Mary Kay Fehrenbacher 
Randy & Cecilia Kuester 
Don & Mary Jo Musgrave 
Linda & Butch Feulner 
Alvin & Mary McIntosh 
Steve & Janet Fischer 

Funke Realty Co.  
Beehive Storage 

Brad & Nancy Ruminer 
Ron & Sara Luigs 

Andy & Jessica Reckelhoff 
Delores & Tom Folz 

Justin & Shirley Clements 
Marvin & Sharon Schmidt 

Bill & Ralph Stephens 
Sue Williams 

Norb & Madonna Niemeier 
Delores Schroeder 
Tom & JoAnn Ziliak 

Rick & Pauline Elpers 
Dan & Liz Effinger 
John M. Scheller 
Leona Englert 

Michael Goebel 
Betty Hartz 

Frank & Betty Will 
Rich & Connie Harpenau 

Tom & Donna Blythe 
Dave & Sandy Schmitt 

The Jeff Schneider Family 
The Parker Family 

John & Diane Bassemier 
Michael & Doris Niemeier 
Judith & Glenn Fischer 
Randy & Sharon Feller 
Paul & Tammy Burgess 

 
Anna Mae Gries 

Leo & Donna Anslinger 
Tom & Karen Goebel 

John & Jane Luigs 
Connie & Sam Woehler 

Herman Scheller 
Scott Reker Family 

Jerry & Jane Goedde 
Terry & Julie Fehrenbacher 

John & Sylvia Reckelhoff 
Greg & Susie Head 

Mary Kay & Brendan Elpers 
Glenn & Julie Conley 

Dennis & Pamela Wilderman 
Bill & Peggy Vogt 

Patty Woehler & Leslie Young 
Dan & Mary Ruth Lasher 

Joe & Karen Muensterman 
Ray C. Flittner 

Frank & Holly Will 
Jane Weber 

Bob & Joann Weber 
The Wilderman Family 

Becky Heidorn 
Mike & Debbie Caputa 

Elvira Knapp 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

Don Schroeder 
Jon & Bernette Locklar 
Gene & Marianne Ritter 
Janie & Larry Mesker 

Betty Hartz 
Al & Darlene Weinzapfel 

Jalane Weber 
Jeff Helfrich 
Terry Drone 

Robert & Martha Baehl 
Delores & Tom Folz 

Janie Schroeder 
Tom & Donna Blythe 
Mark & Julie Bradley 

Linda & Butch Feulner 
Vernon & Donna Dilger 

Pete Weinzapfel 
Dan & Terri Barnes 

Tracy Bee & Matthew Hicks 
Jim & Carol Fechtmeister 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

Susan Smith 
Cecile Martin 

 
TONY STRICKER 

 P.E. ENDOWMENT  
IN MEMORY OF  

Tom Muensterman 
Lee & Toni Askins 

 

LEROY & ROSE WEISS  
CEMETERY ENDOWMENT  

IN MEMORY OF  

Tom Muensterman 
Rose Weiss 

 
IN MEMORY OF  

Don Schroeder 
Rose Weiss 

 
IN MEMORY OF  

Nick Lannert 
Rose Weiss 

 
IN MEMORY OF  

Susan L. (Hasselbirnck) 
Weis 

Rose Weiss 
 

IN HONOR OF  

Elana (Weiss) Hohl  
Diane (Weiss) Altstadt 

Tom Weiss 
 Brenda (Weiss) Hosick 
Karen (Weiss) Schenk 

Tammy (Weiss) Schroeder  
Monie (Weiss) Siscel 

Rose Weiss 

 
IN HONOR OF 
 ROSE WEISS 
Ramona Siscel 

 

THERESA BAEHL  
YOUTH ENDOWMENT  

IN MEMORY OF  

Don Schroeder 
Richard & Imogene Baehl 

 

HAITI OUTREACH 
IN MEMORY OF  

Don Schroeder 
Greg & Susie Head 

 
IN HONOR OF 

Steve Elliott 
Steve & Stephanie Niemeier 

IN HONOR OF 

Kyle Niemeier 
Steve & Stephanie Niemeier 

 
ST. JOSEPH CHURCH  

CEMETERY  ENDOWMENT 
IN MEMORY OF  

Niemeier & Ritter 
 Families 

Loretta Niemeier 

 
HAITI OUTREACH 
IN MEMORY OF  

Niemeier & Ritter 
 Families 

Loretta Niemeier 

 
HORAK—DOSSETT 

 LITURGY ENDOWMENT  
IN MEMORY OF  

Don Schroeder 
Bud & Sharon Werner 

 
IN MEMORY OF  

Tom Muensterman 
Bud & Sharon Werner 

 
IN MEMORY OF  

Ryne Phillips 
Bud & Sharon Werner 
Neal & Peggy Dossett 

 
 

URBAN & BETTY WILL  
LANDSCAPE ENDOWMENT  

IN MEMORY OF 

Tom Muensterman 
Chris & Patty Will 

 
SISTER BRIDGET ARNOLD  

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL  
ENDOWMENT  
IN MEMORY OF 

Hartmann, Martin, 
Muensterman  

and Wagner Families 
Margie Hartmann 
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 T h a n k s 
to all 

who bought tickets and thanks espe-
cially to all our great ticket sellers!  
Not only will we be able to give away  
$16,200 to 48 lucky winners, we have 
also made $21,300.00 for our parish 

                      
 

               With the end of December, we have reached the half way point of our fiscal year.  In our effort 
to help all of us own the financial responsibility for providing the money needed to do all the various minis-
tries in our parish, we are providing you with a condensed financial report.   
      The majority of the money we receive comes from our Sunday collections and grade school tuition.  As 
of the end of December we are running $31,766.40 behind our budgeted needs for this period.  It is also 

$8,404.17 behind  where we were last year at this same point.  Since this income stream is the major source of our parish, it is 
important to keep our income in line with our budgeted needs.    
      Our ordinary income showed an increase in cemetery plot sales, dinners that our catering crews had, an increase the amount 
of money we made from the rummage sale, an  increase in the number of bequests we received from different people.  A lot of 
these income sources are hard to predict.  We generally tend to budget our income sources on the conservative side in the hopes 
that in the end the actually amount received will exceed our expectations.   
       With regard to our expenses, you can see that our actual expenses are running just a tad below what we projected them to 
be.  That’s a good thing.  When we plan our budget, we tend to budget our expenses on the high side in the hopes that expenses 
will be less than that. That way, if expenses are less than we anticipated and our income is less than we anticipated, we hope 
things will even out.   
      A look at our mid year report will indicate that the vast majority of the money  we raise (80%)  is used to pay salaries, taxes, 
pension and health insurance costs for the teachers in our school and the members of our parish staff.  As of the end of Decem-
ber, our expenses for the year are within our anticipated needs.  Fortunately, we have not had any unexpected expenses.  
       We are in the midst of wrapping up our annual Catholic Parishes Campaign.  So far we have received pledges in the amount 
of $115,039.00 toward our goal of $120,000.  That’s 96% of our goal from 72% of our parish families.  The amount received so far 
this year is just a tad more than we received in pledges from our CPC campaign last year.  While we are still short of our goal, we 
are doing much better than many other parishes.  Across the diocese, it has become harder and harder for parishes to reach their 
CPC goal.  Some have speculated that this is because we have had the on going Stewards of God’s Grace Campaign for the last 
several years.  Whatever the reason, the bottom line is that we will have to make up any shortfall from our CPC goal from our 
regular parish monies.   
       Please know that the members of our parish and school staffs work very hard at using the money you give as wisely and pru-
dently as we can.  If we get accused of being on the frugal side, we take that as a compliment!  We are hopeful that our efforts 

will encourage you to likewise be a 
good a steward of the financial re-
sources you have and to take seriously 
the responsibility we all share in pro-
viding the money needed to keep our 
parish going! 

     

 By this time you should have received 
your contribution statements for 2019.  
It should reflect the contributions you 
have to the parish as well as your con-
tributions to our work in Haiti.  Please 
take the time to re-
view your statement.  
We make every effort 
to be accurate in the 
records we keep, but 
there is always the chance that we 
have made a mistake.  So, if you find 
some inconsistencies in your report, 
please  let us know so that we can 
make the necessary corrections.   
      You should be receiving a separate 
statement from our diocesan office 
which will give you a record of your 
contributions to the Stewards of God’s 
Grace Campaign. 

INCOME Current YTD YTD Budget Total Budget 

Sunday Collections and  
         Grade School Tuition 

$523,168.10 $554,934.50 $1,109,869.00 

Other Ordinary Income $65,536.89 $13,231.00 $62,912.00 

Summer Social Income $76,619.01 $52,000.00 $52,000.00 

Religious Education Income $1,595.96 $1,400.00 $2,400.00 

School Income (Pre-School, Supplies, 

Non –Parish Tuition, Tuition Vouchers, 
Fees, etc.) 

$282,954.29 $253,020.00 $417,760.00 

TOTAL INCOME $949,874.25 $872,406.00 $1,644,941.00 

EXPENSES    

Parish Staff  Salaries and Benefits $97,442.86 $100,025.00 $200,428.00 

Parish Office & Related Expenses $11,114.30 $15,650.00 $30,200.00 

Church and Worship $3,221.43 $4,950.00 $9,900.00 

Parish Buildings/Ground 
         Maintenance 

$17,995.71 $19,850.00 $39,700.00 

Summer Social Expenses $14,758.79 $14,000.00 $14,000.00 

Catholic High School Expenses $47,406.50 $49,000.00 $98,000.00 

School Expenses  $619,393.07 $609,925.50 1,185.123,00 

Religious Education Expenses $19,728.27 $35,090.00 $67,540.00 

TOTAL EXPENSES $831,069.99 $848,490.50 1,644,941.00 

If you would like to see a more detailed report,  
stop by the Parish Office and we will make  a copy for you.    
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     Now through March 31st, please 
drop off new or used eyeglasses and 
hearing aids at any of the three Ziemer 
Funeral Home 
Locations.  They 

will be donated to the Evansville 
Lions Club for distribution to 
those who cannot afford them. 

 

Be an island  of mercy  in  
a  sea  of  indifference.  

                      Pope Francis 

      Not all of us can do great things, 
but all of us can do small things with 

great love.  Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

       We’re always looking for people who 
are willing to sponsor children from our 
parish in Haiti so that they can go to 
school.  Could you be the person to give 
these children a chance in life? 
      Contact Carrie Fehrenbacher (812-
204-8252) or cfehrenbacher@yahoo.com 

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR  
THE CHURCH IN 

EASTERN EUROIPE 
This month you are invited 
to contribute to a special 
collection: Aid the Church 
in Central and Eastern 
Europe.  An envelope is in 
your monthly packet.  Since 
1991, the collection has 
provided more than $75 
million to Catholics in post-
communist Russia and Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe. 
These funds have supported 
more than 3,500 church 
projects in many Eastern 

Europe Countries. For interesting stories and further informa-
tion please visit   www.AIDTOEASTERNEUROPE.ORG 

  SPECIAL  
COLLECTION 

FOR BLACK AND  
NATIVE AMERICAN 

CATHOLICS 
   This annual appeal is a 
vital part of our Church for 
the Year 2020.  The funds are needed to continue present 
Evangelization programs; even more to assist parishes devas-
tated by hurricanes to totally rebuild their programs.  Many 
places lost everything and how soon we forget the rebuilding 
that needs to be done cannot be done overnight.  The evange-
lization programs torn apart by the devastation need to be 
woven back together.  It will  take years.  Many new evangeli-
zation efforts are being made in these areas as well as the 
other Black, Indian, Eskimo and Aleute communities assisted by 
our Church’s National Black and Indiana Collection.    Will you 
try to help us be successful?    

DO YOU HAVE TIME TO  
DELIVER MEALS ON WHEELS 

TO SENIOR CITIZENS?  
      SWIRCA is recruiting volunteer 
drivers to deliver meals to home 
bound senior citizens in the Evans-
ville area 1 or 2 days a week. Each route has 10-12 stops, meals 
are picked-up at SWIRCA (16 W Virginia St, Evansville IN 47710) 
between 10:30am and 12:00pm so seniors will have a hot meal 
for lunch. 
        Deliveries are made Monday through Friday and each 
route takes approximately 1-1.25 hour from the time meals are 
picked-up to the time drivers return to SWIRCA. The meals are 
in sealed trays in a warm cooler, cold items are in a cold cooler 
and additional items are in a basket. When delivering items to 
the senior’s home a basket is provided to carry the items to the 
door. You must have reliable transportation and proof of insur-
ance, mileage is paid. 
        Please call Kim at 812-492-7462 for more information  

     This past Christmas, instead of buying gifts for people,  we 
invited people to make contributions to our ministry in Haiti in 
their name.  Through this Haiti Gifts of Compassion, you helped 
us raise $4, 930 for the chil-
dren of Haiti.   That’s enough 
money to feed the children for 
about fifty days. What a bless-
ing!  Thanks for loving the 
children of Haiti. 
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FEBRUARY 2020 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 Confessions 

       4-4:40 pm 
 

Food Pantry and 
Haiti Collection 

 
5 pm  Mass  

 
  

   
 
   

28 & 10:30 Mass 

Children’s Liturgy 
of the Word 

Coffee & Donuts 
9 am 

Bible Study 9 am 
RCIA  9 am 

Family Religion 
Class 9 am 

Food Pantry  
Collection 

Haiti Collection 
 

3 7 am-7pm 

Eucharistic  
Adoration 

 
6:30 pm Mass 

 
 

4 
7:30 am Mass 

 
8:30  Prayer  

Service 
 

WSNC Dinner 
 6 pm 

6 pm SPRED 
 

Choir  7 pm 

5 
 7:30 am Mass 

 
Parish Staff  

Meeting 12 Noon 
 

Bible Study 
 6 pm 

 
 

6  
NO MASS 

 
 

7 
7:30  am  Mass 

 
Communion to  

the Homebound 
 
 

8 Confessions 

 4-4:40 pm 
 

5 pm  Mass 
 

Food Pantry 
 Collection 

 

9 8 & 10:30 

          am Masses 
Children’s Liturgy 

of the Word 
8 and 10:30 

Bible Study 9 am 
RCIA 9 am 

Family Religion 
Class  9am 

Food Pantry  
Collection 

 

107 am-7 pm 

Eucharistic  
Adoration 

 
 

6:30 pm Mass 
 

7 pm Knights  
of St. John 

 
 

11 
7:30 am Mass 

 
SPRED  6 PM 

 
Choir  7 pm 

 
 

12  

 

7:30 am Mass 
 

Parish Staff  
Meeting 12 Noon 

 

Bible Study 
 6 pm 

 
 

13 
NO MASS 

 
Altar Society 

Meeting 
6:30 pm 

14 
7:30  Mass 

 
Communion  

to the  
Homebound 

 
 

15 
Confessions 
 4-4:40 pm 

 
5 pm  Mass 

 
St. Vincent 

 DePaul 
  Food Drive 

16 
8 & 10:30 Masses 
Children’s Liturgy 

of the Word 
Bible Study 9 am 

Food Pantry  
Collection 

177 am-7 pm 

Eucharistic  
Adoration 

NO SCHOOL 
6:30 PM Mass 
School Board 
Meeting 6 pm 
7 pm Men’s  

Club Meeting 

18 
7:30 am Mass 

 
8:30  Prayer  

Service 
 

SPRED 6 PM 
 

Choir  7 pm 
 

19  
7:30 am Mass 

 
Parish Staff  

Meeting 9-11am 
 

Bible Study 
 6 pm 

 
 

20 
    NO MASS 
 

6 pm  Haiti  
Ministry Meeting 

217:30 am 

         Mass 
 

Communion  
to the  

Homebound 
 
 

22Confessions 

 4-4:30 pm 
5 pm Mass 

 
St. Vincent 

 dePaul   
Food Drive 

 

23 8 & 10:30 

            Masses 
Children’s Liturgy 

of the Word 
RCIA Rite of  
Sending 8 am 

Bible Study 9 am 
First Communion 
Parent Mtg 9 am 

Food Pantry  
Collection 

247 am-7 pm 

Eucharistic  
Adoration 

 
6:30 pm Mass 

25 7:30 am  

           Mass 
SPRED 6 PM 
Choir  7 pm 

 
 

26  ASH 

      WEDNESDAY 
7:30 am Mass with 

distribution of 
ashes 

Penance Service 
 11 am and 7 pm 
with distribution 

 of ashes 

27 
NO MASS 

28 

         NO MASS 
Communion  

to the  
Homebound 

 

29  
  Confessions 

 4-4:30 pm 
 

5 pm Mass 
 

St. Vincent 
 dePaul   

Food Drive 
 

 



The Carpenter—February, 2020 Page   10 

Saturday 
February 22, 2020 

5 PM 

Diane Woods Eric Reffett 
Peter and Jodi Fehrenbacher 

Mary Loehrlein 
Mike Reffett Louis & Lexa Meridith Jim and Janice Herr 

Sunday 
February 23, 2020 

8 AM 

Dave and Betty Fehrenbacher 
Debra Baumgart 

Joan Inkenbrandt Lisa Cook 
Chick Duncan 

Zach Baehl and  
Alice Wilkerson 

Randy and Cecelia 
 Kuester 

Sunday 
February 23, 2020 

10:30 AM 

Amy Cody Jena Wessel 
June Beverly   

Rachel Schnaus Jason Gerteisen  
Mandy Elpers 

Ellie Bishop 
Katelyn Bishop 

Jim and Jane Scheller 

Saturday 
February 29, 2020 

5 PM 

Carolyn Hutchison   Chuck Jansen 
Brandon Werner 

Ron and Margaret Angermeier 
Toni Askins Devin Feulner Fred and Judy Gries 

Sunday 
March 1, 2020 

8 AM 

Al Debes Andy Rokosz 
Sarah Duncan 

Tom and Dolores Folz 
  

Tom Folz 
Addy Wilkinson  and 
 Madelynn Manger 

Alan and Donna  
Blankenberger 

Sunday 
March 1, 2020 

10:30 AM 

Becky Dosher  Shane Wessel 
Steve Jung 

Claudia Duncan Jill Happe 
Shane Wessel 

Michael Jung 
 Gabe Jung  

 
Randy and Darlene Appler 

Saturday 
March 7, 2020 

5 PM 

Donald Werner 
Lee and Toni Askins 

Bob and Mary Kay Fehrenbacher 
Sis Jarboe Chloe Stock Don and Alice Weis 

Sunday 
March 8, 2020 

8 AM 

Jalane Weber Imogene Baehl 
Michael Elpers 

Randy and Kathy  Fehrenbacher 
Tom Blythe 

Brooklyn Helmer 
 and Suzanne Weis 

 
Dan and Esther Kelley 

Sunday 
March 8, 2020 

10:30 AM 

Angie Will 
Dan  and Kathy Schenk 

Diane Bassemier Darlene Appler 
Jessica Reckelhoff 

Troy  Gerteisen 
 Zach Bishop  

Mike Forcum Family 

Saturday 
March 14, 2020 

5 PM 

Natalie Schneider  Donna Niemeier 
Eric and Karen  McDonald 

Butch Feulner 
Bernette Locklar Patrick McDonald John and Jane Luigs 

Sunday 
March 15, 2020 

8 AM 

Chick Duncan 
Bryan and Ann Craney 

 Marcia Frey Terry Drone 
Terry Drone 

Grant Voelker and  
Joshua Baehl 

Larry and Henrietta Happe 

Sunday 
March 15, 2020 

10:30 AM 

Danielle Weledge  Tricia Gerteisen  
Doris Taylor 

Addison Elpers June Beverly 
Jane Scheller 

Kurt Forcum 
 Parker Warren 

Kevin Hartz Family 

DATE EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS LECTOR SERVER GIFT BEARERS 
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Learn to treat all stress in life the way a dog 
does: ...if you can’t eat it or play with it,. 

pee on it and walk away. 

 

 

 
     It’s time to make plans for  “the best 
fish fry in the Evansville area.”   The 
dates for our fish fries are March 6th  and 
March 13th.    
             Call Mike or Jenny Collins (812-
760-9709)    to volunteer.  You can also 
call the parish office (812-963-3273).  
Spread the word and invite your friends 
and neighbors to join us for a great meal! 

about how important it is to spend time together as brothers.  
She’s been the one that talks abut the importance of family 
traditions.  My dad, who is an engineer, is really good about 
doing all kinds of hands on projects.  He’s a genius at almost 
everything he does.   He’s taught me a lot of practical things as 
well like how to fix cars and take care of repair projects at 
home.    
       WORDS OF WISDOM:  I think having good friends is really 
important.  I also think it is important to be open to all kinds of 
different people and different opportunities. Get involved in 
different activities and don’t be afraid to try something new.   
Don’t be content with anything but your best.  There have been 
teachers who have helped me to be more focused in life and 
that has been a good thing as I have tried to figure out what I 
want to do in my future.  I think it is important to learn how to 
live in the present moment and appreciate what is right before 
you.  I think it is important to take care of yourself physically 
and to be conscious of the kinds of food and drink you put into 
your body.  And, of course I think it is important to be finan-
cially responsible as well.  Learn to live within your means and 
avoid going into debt.” 

(Continued from page 5) 

Ash Wednesday  February 26 
Mass  at 7:30 am 

with distribution  of Ashes   
Penance Service   

      with distribution of Ashes      
   11:00 am  and 7:00 pm  

     CATHOLIC PARISHES CAMPAIGN 
PARISH GOAL  $120,000.00 
PLEDGED TO DATE $115,039.00 
NUMBER OF PLEDGES              376 
AVERAGE PLEDGE    $       305.95 

Your pledge can help  
 us get over the top! 

PARISH OFFICE:  812-963-3273    
SCHOOL:OFFICE  812-963-3335    

SCHOOL FAX:  812-963-3337 
PRAYER CHAIN: 812-963-3149 

www. stjoeco.org 

 
 
 

Fr. Gene Schroeder—Pastor 
E-mail  gschroeder@evdio.org 

Ms. Kristan Gilles—Director of Liturgy/ Music 
E-mail kgilles@evo.org 

Mr. Nathan Winstead—Principal 
E-mail  nwinstead@evdio.org 
Mrs. Julie Kempf—Secretary 

E-mail  jkempf@evdio.org 
Mrs. Jessica Reckelhoff 

E-mail jreckelhoff#@evdio.org 
Coordinator of Religious Education 

 

WEEKEND MASSES:  Saturday 5pm 
Sunday 8 and 10 am 


