
 

 

Fr. Gene Schroeder 

PASTOR 

     For the last couple of months we have been 
reflecting on the encounter in the gospel be-
tween Jesus and the blind man.  Jesus asks 
the man, “What do you want?” And the blind 
man responds, “I want to see.”  But  even 

though we may say we want to see, there are often things in 
our life that keep us from seeing.   Brian McLaren, in his book 
Why Don’t They Get It, talked about these things as biases and 
he identified thirteen biases we all have in one way or anther.   
 

CONFIRMATION BIAS:  We judge new ideas based on the 
ease with which they fit in with and confirm the only stan-
dard we have: old ideas, old information, and trusted au-
thorities. As a result, our framing story, belief system, or 
paradigm  excludes whatever doesn’t fit. 

 
COMPLEXITY BIAS Along with being biased against anything 
that doesn’t confirm what we already think, we have a 
built in bias  toward simple concepts or explanations, even 
if they’re inaccurate or incomplete.   

 
COMMUNITY BIAS:  It’s almost impossible to see what our 
community doesn’t, can’t, or won’t see. 

 
COMPLEMENTARY BIAS: If you are hostile to my ideas, I’ll 
be hostile to yours. If you are curious and respectful to-
ward my ideas, I’ll respond in kind  

 
COMPETENCY BIAS:  We don’t know how much  (or little) 
we know because  we don’t know how much  (or little) 
others know. 

 
CONSCIOUSNESS BIAS:  Some things simply can’t be seen 

from where I am right now. But 
if I keep growing, maturing, and 
developing, someday I will be 
able to see what is now inacces-
sible to me. 

 
COMFORT OR COMPLACENCY 
BIAS:  I prefer not to have my 
comfort disturbed. 
 
CONSERVATIVE/LIBERAL BIAS:  I 
lean toward nurturing fairness 
and kindness, or towards strictly 
enforcing purity, loyalty, lib-
erty, and authority, as an ex-
pression of my political identity. 

 
CONFIDENCE BIAS:  I am at-
tracted to confidence, even if it 
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WE ARE…. disciples of Christ…...smart 

…….kind …... prepared …leaders…..forgiving….. 

worth it …… thankful …. world changers ….  

… important …. successful …. inspired …  

,,, the future …. committed to service …. problem 

solvers ….creative ….faithful… prayerful…. 

…... inquisitive …. generous …. welcomed ... 

is false.  I often prefer the bold lie to the hesitant truth. 
 
CATASTROPHE BIAS:  I remember dramatic catastrophes 
but don’t notice  gradual decline (or improvement). 

 
CONTACT BIAS: When I don’t have intense and sustained 
personal contact with “the other,” my prejudices and false 
assumptions go unchallenged. 
 
CASH BIAS:  It’s hard for me to see something when my way  
of making a living requires me not to see it. 
 
CONSPIRACY BIAS:  Under stress or shame, our brains are 
attracted to stories that relieve us, exonerate us, or por-
tray us as innocent victims of malicious conspirator 

(Continued on page 6) 
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 REMEMBERING 

Jean Johnson 
Oct. 7, 1927 - Dec. 16, 2020 

     Jean (Ritzert) was born on October 
7, 1927, the daughter of Carl and Cora 
(Rising) Ritzert.  As a young girl she 
attended St. Benedict School and then 
attended Memorial High School for two 
years, before moving to Tarpon Springs, 
Florida.  There she graduated from the 
local high school.  After high school, 
Jean returned to the Evansville area.  

In the mid 1940’s, Jean began working at the Servel Corpora-
tion.  It was there that she met a young man named Joe John-
son.  They were married in 1948 at St. Benedict Church.   
      In time, Jean and Joe would welcome four children into 
their family—Jeff, Joe, John and Janice.  Jean dedicated her 
considerable time and energy to making a home for her hus-
band and her children.  Her life would be filled with all the 
domestic chores of cooking, cleaning, and providing for her 
family.  In time, the family moved into a newly built home on 
the corner of Mill Road and Highway 65.  As the children grew 
in age and began attending school at St. Joe and later at Reitz 
High School, Jean would be there to provide for her children 
and support them in their educational efforts.  She became 
friends with other parishioners who lived in her neighborhood, 
especially Catherine and Clarence Miller, Gene and Marianne 
Ritter, and her next door neighbors, Jim and Avila Fehren-
bacher.   
     Caring for the family took on a whole new dimension when 
her husband became disabled and was no longer able to work.  
Jean took some classes to learn how to be a secretary and in 
time, began a long career working in the office at Pine Haven 
Nursing Center.  Tapping into her creative skills led her to get 
her certification as a nursing home activities director.  She 
served as the activities director, first at Pine Haven, and later 
at Sterling Retirement Center.   
     For the last twenty years of her life, after the death of her 
husband Joe, in January of 2020, Jean enjoyed spending her 
time with our senior citizen group and her many friends at 
SWIRCA.  It was at the SWIRCA center that she could indulge 
her artistic talents, especially with painting.  But what she 
loved the most was traveling with her friends.  Over the years 
she went on many bus trips to such places as Boston and New 
York, and a memorable trip to Hollywood where she was part 
of the audience for the Wheel of Fortune Show. 
      In the last few years, Jean dealt with a number of health 
issues.  With the help of her family, especially her children 
John and Janice, she was able to live at home.  For the last 
couple of years, Jean lived first at Pine Haven Nursing Center 
and finally at the hospice center at Heritage Nursing.  It was 
there that she died on December 16.   
      In many ways, Jean was a very quiet person who lived a 
very simple life.  But in her own way, she was a strong influ-
ence on her family and became a caring presence to so many 
people, especially those who lived at Pine Haven Nursing Cen-
ter through the years she worked here.  We give thanks for the 
blessing she was to many and we pray that she may now ex-
perience the rewards of a good and faithful life.   

 

REMEMBERING 

James Woods 
Nov. 24, 1936 - Dec. 30, 2020  

     “Jimmy” Woods was born on Novem-
ber 24, 1936, one of seven children born 
to Joe and Elizabeth (Seib) Woods.  
Along with his siblings,  Joe, Delores, 
Rosemary, Betty, Carol, Danny and 
Ronnie, and his parents, he lived on 
some land that had been settled by his 
maternal great grandfather.  Seib Road, 
off Orchard Road, was named after his 
great grandfather.  Except for a few 

years after he was married, this would be the only place that 
Jim that lived in his life. 
     Jim graduated from the original St. Joseph School in 1951 
and then graduated from Mater Dei High School in 1955.  As a 
young boy, Jim often assisted at Mass as a altar server.  
     After high school, Jim worked for a time at Pocket Beverage, 
but is remembered mostly for his work in the furniture business. 
Jim was a very creative individual and taught himself the art of 
upholstering furniture.   He worked for many years at Karges 
Furniture.  It was there that he did the upholstery work on furni-
ture that was made for people throughout the world, including 
such people as Frank Sinatra and Sophia Loren.  For many years, 
Jim had his own upholstery business and was respected for the 
quality of his work.   
      Jim’s life centered on his family.  He met his wife, Shirley 
Williams, through his sister-in-law, who happened to be Shirley’s 
sister and who was married to his brother.    They were married 
on December 24, 1960.  This past December 24th, Jim and 
Shirley celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary. 
       Jim and Shirley welcomed four children into their lives:  
Susan, Brenda, Lisa and Becky.  In  time, they would welcome 
four grandchildren, Brittany Martin, Lindsay (Kyle) Beckwith, 
Jessica Martin and Hunter Willis and two great grandchildren, 
Gabriella Givens and Leif Beckwith.   
     Jim dedicated his whole life to his wife, children, grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren. They were his entire world. He 
enjoyed attending Mater Dei football games and wrestling 
matches with his grandchildren, who nicknamed him “Pa”. He 
was also an artist; enjoyed painting, nature, watching NASCAR 
and Notre Dame football and spending time with his family. He 
had the most beautiful singing voice and will always be remem-
bered for his goofy and happy-go-lucky personality. He could 
make anyone laugh and smile and will be deeply missed by his 
friends, family and all who knew him.  
    Next to his family, Jim had a special love for nature and en-
joyed living on the original Seib home place.  He enjoyed the 
sights and sounds of nature all around him, especially all the 
wildlife that roamed through the area.  This setting gave him the 
perfect opportunity to indulge in his creative talents of painting 
and woodcarving.   
      In the last few years of his life, Jim was challenged by sev-
eral health issues, especially dealing with kidney cancer.  
Through it all, he tried to remain as active as possible and was 
able to continue to live at home.  He died this past December 
30.  We give thanks for the blessing he was to his family and 
friends.  We know that his memory will live on in the lives of his 
children and grandchildren.  We pray that his love of nature and 
the craftsmanship he showed in all the work he did will be a 
legacy that will on through them.          
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Chandler Shell 
     Chandler is a senior at Mater Dei  
the son of Ron and Tennille Schell and 
the older brother of Zoe, who is a 
freshman at Mater Dei.  When we sat 
down to talk, Chandler had just been 
finishing setting up an electronics lab at 
home.  He shares a passion for elec-
tronics with his dad who has been work-
ing with him on this project.  He’s used 
some of these skills in helping to pro-
duce the audio and video tapes of the 
Mater Dei band presentations for Hal-

loween and Christmas. 
       A big part of Chandler's life for the past several years has 
been being a member of the Mater Dei band.  His area of ex-
pertise is being part of the percussion section and most re-
cently being a part of the drum line.  “I got introduced to band 
when I was in grade school at St. Theresa.  The folks who were 
playing the drums seemed to be having a lot of fun and I 
thought this would be a interesting thing to do.   
     Being part of the band has given Chandler the chance to go 
to the state band finals at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis for 
the first three years of high school.  “That was a great experi-
ence.  I really tried not to take it for granted.”    This past 
year, with the covid pandemic, the opportunities for the band 
to perform have been pretty limited.  “We’ve done some con-
certs and made them available online, but it’s not the same as 
in the past.”  This year he has put a lot of his efforts into being 
part of the band’s winter percussion program.  “It’s mostly a 
competition among drum lines from various bands.  We’ve 
formed a separate group with drums, base guitars and other 
percussion instruments.  We’re hoping to participate in some 
competitions later this year.” 
      Chandler’s other big passion has been being a member of 
the Boy Scout Troop 399.  Over the years he’s been able to 
travel with the troop to New York and also a western trip which 
included going to the Kitt Peak National Observatory in Arizona.  
“We got to spend some time viewing the stars and the different 
planets through their giant telescope, which was pretty neat.”   
Chandler is completing work on his Eagle Scout Project which 
included building special shelving for drums and percussion 
instruments for the Mater Dei Band. 
      Chandler started grade school at St. Theresa.  “I remember 

having a lot of great teachers there—Miss Alvey and Mrs. Waller 
especially.  My mom headed up the giant rummage sale each 
year, so I spent a lot of time helping out with that project.”  
Chandler finished grade school here at St. Joe.  “I had some great 
teachers here as well.  I remember Mrs. Elpers as one of them, 
although I’m not sure I appreciated her as much at the time.  She 
really pushed you to do your best which is not always something 
you want to do.  I really liked Mr. Goedde as well.  He and I 
shared an interest in electronics.  He moved on to Mater Dei 
when I did, and our shared interest in all things electronic helped 
us to do things together.  I’ve appreciated a lot of the teachers I 
have had at Mater Dei, especially those who were working with 
the band.  I think they do a lot of things that go unnoticed by 
most folks.” 
     Chandler’s plans for the future are still up in the air.  “I’m 
really not sure what I want to do.  I like the field of electronics, 
so  I might pursue a degree in that field.  I’ve applied to Trine 
University in Angola, Indiana.” 
     Chandler has been a part of a lot of families through the 
years—the boy scout family, the band family, the school families, 
and his own family.  All have played a key role in making him the 
person he is.  “My dad’s from a large family.  They all grew up in 
Owensboro.  My mom’s part of the Knapp family, and through 
them we are connected with a lot of Gries family, since my great-
grandmother was Mary Gries.  Although I have a lot of cousins and 
aunts and uncles, my immediate family is just my sister and mom 
and dad.  My mom has been dealing with the effects of MS which 
has really limited her ability to get around, especially in the last 
few years.  Going through this experience can give you a whole 
different perspective on life. 
     WORDS OF WISDOM:  “One of the things I think is important is 
learning to listen to others.  I have found that listening to older 
people is particularly important.  You can gain a lot of wisdom  
through this.  I think there are a lot of practical things that are 
important, like not procrastinating and learning to keep ahead of 
things.  I’m still trying to learn this lesson!  I think it important to 
keep expanding your thinking.  I like to listen to a lot of podcasts.  
Most recently I’ve listened to one by Steve Jobs and one by Ken 
Burns.  He talks a lot about history which is a big interest for me.  
I’ve also taken on the challenge of learning about myself by ask-
ing others to tell me what they think my strong points are and 
what I need to work on to be a better person.  That’s a good 
thing to do if you really want to learn about growing up in life. 
 

Janna Waugh 
    Janna lives with her mom, Carrie 
Brown, and her sister Darbie and her-
two brothers, Jarrett and Dax who 
attend St. Joe School.  Janna’s father 
is George Waugn.  She is currently a 
senior at Reitz High School.  Janna has 
had the chance to experience school 
from a number of different perspec-
tives in her short life—Vogel Elemen-
tary from grades kindergarten to sec-
ond grade, Evans Elementary School for grades three through 
five, North Middle School. North High School. Boonville High 
School and now Reitz High School.  It has given her the chance to 
know a lot of different people.  One of the common themes 
through her academic career has been participating in band.  Her 
interest in band began in fifth grade and since then she has 
played the clarinet and tenor sax.  In her freshman year, Janna 
placed 8th in the state in her category and last year at state com-

(Continued on page 4) 

A successful marriage requires  falling in love 
many times, always with the same person. 

Just because someone doesn’t love you the way 
you want them to, doesn’t mean they don’t 

love you with everything they have 
What counts in making a happy marriage is not 
so much how compatible you are, but how you 

deal with incompatibility.    
      Being happy doesn’t mean that  

everything is perfect.  It means that you’ve 
decided to look beyond the  

imperfections.  One advantage of marriage 
is that,  when you fall out of love with him  

or he falls out of love with you, it keeps 
you together until you fall in love again. 
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petition, got a gold star and a gold with distinction in her solo 
and ensemble group.   
     This year, Janna is also playing in the Reitz Jazz Band.  
The covid pandemic has restricted a lot of what they have 
been able to do this year, but the band was able to play at 
the football games and the Jazz Band has had some live 
streamed concerts.  The pandemic has made a lot of things 
different for school, but, as Janna is fond of saying “we’re 
trying to make the best of things.” 
      It’s no surprise that the teachers that had a lot of influ-
ence on Janna through the years have been the band and mu-
sic teachers.  There have also been other teachers that have 
stood out in her career, mostly becasue of the way they were 
able to relate to students.   
    Next year Janna would like to pursue a degree in elemen-
tary education.  She’s applied to USI and Ball State but where 
she goes will probably depend on what kind of financial aid 
she is able to get.  “I could see myself becoming a teacher in 
the primary grades.” 
     When she is not busy with school and band, Janna has 
found time to work at the Hardee’s Restaurant on St. Joe 
Avenue.  “I’ve learned all the jobs—working the front line 
taking orders, fixing the food on the grill and working at the 
cash register.” 
       Family has been a big influence on Janna’s life.  “I’m 
pretty strong willed at times but maybe that is because I 
come from a family that has some pretty strong opinions 
about things.”  Spending time with her maternal grandparents  
has been an important part of her life.  “My grandpa built a 
big fish pond in his back yard and then built a model train set 
that covered the whole backyard.  When I was younger, my 
grandpa would let us be the train engineer and play with the 
train set.  He died this past February and that was pretty hard 
to go through.   
       My grandma has been pretty special too.  She’s the one 
who has cut my hair and styled it through the years.  And she 
is a great cook—especially with the all the different candies 
she makes for Christmas.  This past year she let us help with 
all the baking and candy making which was a lot of fun and 
pretty special since she usually did things on her own.  Watch-
ing her has got me interested in baking as well.  I like to bake 
cakes and cup cakes and try out different frostings for them.  

(Continued from page 3) 

Blessed be the politician  

with a lofty sense and deep  

understanding of his role. 

Blessed be the politician who 

 personally exemplifies credibility. 

Blessed be the politician who works 

for the common good and 

 not his or her own interest. 

Blessed be the politician  

who remains consistent. 

Blessed be the politician  who works for unity. 

Blessed be the politician  

who works to accomplish radical change. 

Blessed be the politician who is capable of listening. 

Blessed be the politician who is without fear. 

Baking is fun, but cleaning up afterwards is not nearly as much 
fun.” 
      The other thing that Carrie likes about her family is that 
“we’re a dog family.”  Currently there are five dogs:  Lilly, Daisy, 
Callie, Leo and Molly...and more to come as they are getting 
ready to welcome a new litter.   
      If you come to the 8 am Mass on Sunday, you’ll see Janna 
there with her mom and brothers and her aunt, Amy.  This past 
January, Janna was baptized and is now looking forward to being 
confirmed with the other members of her confirmation class.  
That will be happening on February 6 when Bishop Siegel comes 
to celebrate  the Sacrament of Confirmation.   
       WORDS OF WISDOM:  I think my biggest challenge through the 
years is learning to develop new friendships with different peo-
ple, especially since I have gone to so many different schools.  
Don’t be afraid to meet new people.  You have to be open to 
what they bring into your life.  I think being part of a family is 
important as well.  You need to take time to appreciate them.  
Sometimes you don’t know what you have until you don’t have it 
anymore.” 
 

Allison Gibbs 
     Allison is a senior at Reitz High School.  
She is the oldest daughter of Stu and Jen-
nifer Gibbs and the older sister to Saman-
tha, a seventh grader at Helfrich Park and  
Kaytlin, a fourth grader at Cynthia 
Heights.  Like a lot of her fellow seniors, 
Allison is learning to adjust to the new 
reality of going to school during a pan-
demic.  “I think the biggest things are 
moving from a block schedule where we only had longer periods 
for some of our classes each day to a schedule where we have 
each class each day.  The other big thing to get used to is eating 
lunch in the gym sitting on the bleachers.” 
      Aside from all her academic work, a big part of Allison’s high 
school journey has been involved with being a member of the 
marching band at Reitz.  There she joined her good friend and 
fellow St Joe parishioner, Janna Waugh.  “I started playing in the 
band when I was in 4th grade.”  She’s played the flute all these 
years and this year has also started playing the piccolo. Even with 
the pandemic, the band has been able to have a couple of per-
formances that we open to the public via on line platforms.  And 
they were able to play at the football games last fall. 
      It’s no surprise that most of her good friends are also band 
members.  Through the years they have  endured band camp, 
played at high school football games and been a part of band 
competitions each fall.  Her friends have been there to motivate 
her to do her best and to celebrate the successes with her.  And, 
it is no surprise that her band teachers have been the teachers 
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"I pray to heaven to bestow the best of blessings on this 

house and on all that shall hereafter inhabit it. May none 

but honest and wise men ever rule under this roof."  

Blessing of President John Adams which is carved into 

the mantel of the state dining room in the White House 

who have had a big influence on her.   
     Allison began her academic career by attending pre-school 
here at St. Joe.  She moved on Stringtown Elementary School 
until her fifth grade year.  It was here that she got introduced 
to the band.  “I remember some band members came to show 
us some of the instruments that people play in the band and I 
thought playing the flute would be pretty neat.”  Allison went 
on to attend Cynthia Heights  where she completed her fifth 
grade and then moved on to Helfrich Park Middle School before 
finally ending up at Reitz.   
     Through the years, there have been a lot of memories of 
teachers and being part of different events, like attending the 
leadership training at the Land Between the Lakes trip during 
middle school.  Among the teachers who stand out is Mrs. 
McGee who taught psychology and English during her eighth 
grade year.  “I really enjoyed the way she taught.”  And then 
there is Mrs. Wright who taught science during her middle 
school years.  “She was very energetic and got people inter-
ested in science.  She had guinea pigs and turtles in her class-
room and even brought her dog to school one day.”  And then 
there was the principal at Stringtown, who was known for pull-
ing student’s teeth.  (It’s ok, really, because it involved young 
students who were losing their baby teeth and when they came 
loose during school hours, he was the go-to guy!) 
      Next year Allison would like to pursue a degree in music 
education at either Ball State University or IUPUI in Indianapo-
lis.  Her goal is to be a middle school band teacher.   
     When Allison is not busy with school work and band, she has 
found time to take on some part time jobs.  For several years 
she worked at St. Joe Inn as the dishwasher.  Now she is work-
ing at the deli at Schnucks where she is mastering all facets of 
the deli—the meat and cheese section, salad bar and hot bar.  
It’s no surprise that Allison’s jobs have revolved around food.  
She enjoys cooking.  She’s made some pretty good lasagna and 
some home made ravioli that is worth sampling!  She been know 
to prepare evening meals for the family.  And she has shared 
with them her love for baking.  I like to bake cookies and cakes, 
although my cakes don’t always turn out the way I think they 
should.  They are still good to eat, but they don’t always look 
picture perfect.   
     Family life is pretty central for Allison.  “We can be pretty 
loud and crazy at times but I think we’re a pretty close family.  
My mom and dad have some pretty strong opinions about things 
and I think that has encouraged us kids to think for ourselves.  

We’ve enjoyed going camping together as family at some of 
our favorite camping sites in Southern Illinois, Spring Mill and 
Harmony State Park.  Allison also speaks fondly of spending 
time with her paternal grandparents. You’ll usually find their 
whole family at the 10:30 Mass each Sunday.  “They have 
taught me a lot about being kind and polite in life.  And I al-
ways enjoy going shopping with my grandmother.”  The ex-
perience of being part of a family extends to being part of the 
St. Joe community.  “We just live down the road from the 
church and it’s a great feeling to come to Mass and feel like 
you are a part of a community that cares about others.” 
      WORDS OF WISDOM:  “My parents and grandparents have 
taught me a lot about how important good working habits are 
and learning how important it is to be dependable.  They have 
all talked about how important it is to be manage your money 
well.  I think these are important things for anyone to learn.  I 
think it all has to do with what a lot of folks speak of when 
they talk about the importance of having good common sense.  
I think it is important to remember the good things that you 
have now in life.  I think you have to plan for the future but 
you don’t want to get so caught up with this that you forget to 
appreciate the things in life now.  Everyone will make mis-
takes in life, but you can’t just dwell on that.  You need to 
start again.” 

Looking for a good book to read for Lent?  Check out   
Radical Spirit by Sr. Joan Chittister OSB.   

Here’s an excerpt from the book 
      The key to choosing what is authentic in life and keeping 
our own integrity at the same time lies in tending always in the 
direction of simplicity. It is a cry to develop a sense of 

“enoughness.” To learn to be happy with 
enough money, enough attention, enough 
success, and enough comfort take the 
senseless striving and accumulating and 
hoarding and competing out of life. It 
leaves us with more than status. It leaves 
us with a life worth living. When enough is 
never enough, happiness is always just out 
of reach and unrest is pervasive. 
      The truth is that too much of anything 
erodes its essential power. Too much 
partying leads to a loss of concentration. 

Too much travel leads to exhaustion. Too much makeup dis-
tances us from the glow of the natural. Too much self-talk 
identifies us as narcissists. Too much posturing, too much af-
fect, too much drama leaves us clown-like and alone on the 
stage of life. There’s no one to talk to because few are really 
sure enough who this person is to risk the interaction. 
      Indeed, too much of anything robs us of the rest of our-
selves. It also cuts us off from others. It separates us out of the 
crowd, yes, but it can also separate us from the arena of the 
normal, the nice, the simple people of the world, who mean no 
harm, who hide no face, who are themselves sterling enough to 
assure the rest of us their quality. 
      The point is that only simplicity can save me from burying 
myself away from the world in layers of pretense so thick that 
I, most of all, have no idea of who or what I really am. 
     The effect of this kind of simple openness to the world is 
electric. Jesus said of Nathanael that he was “an Israelite in 
whom there is no guile.” He was a completely honest man who 
did not play at being anything that he was not. He was simple, 
direct, clear. He was what we all set out to be. 

To purchase this book go to http://www.joanchittister.org/books-archive.  You 

can also check with amazon, com or barnes and nobles books 

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
We gratefully acknowledge the contributions made to St. Joseph 

Parish in memory of these loved ones.  Let us continue to 
remember the gift  they have been in our lives. 

MOTHER TERESA NEEDY 
 ENDOWMENT 
IN HONOR OF 

Marie Gumbel 
Peggy & Neal Dossett 

 

 ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
IN MEMORY OF 

Jean Johnson 
Terry Drone 

Sr. BRIDGET  
ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL 

 ENDOWMENT 
IN MEMORY OF 

Wagner, Hartmann,  
Martin & Muensterman 

Families 
Margie Hartmann 
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              God wants to give us more.  This daily prayer resource 
will help readers discover what it is that God is offering them 

this coming Lent.  Each day they'll get 
a word, a scripture passage, a short 
meditation, a journal prompt, a 
prayer, and a piece of original artwork 
for each week.  These will guide them 
to rediscover a lived personal relation-
ship with God as they journey through 
Lent."  A weekly video will be posted 
to Facebook or your email as 
well!  Please contact Jessica Reckel-
hoff to order a copy for your 
home.  Books are $13.00. Please email, 
call, or text  Jessica Reckelhoff 
jreckelhoff@evdio.org or 812-598-1151  

      One thing that is true about all of us is that we can only 
see what we see.  And we are quite content with the way we 
see things.  But that doesn’t mean we can “see’ in new ways.  
Most of the time it is only when we have experiences in life 
that take us out of our comfort zone that we are open to seeing 
in a different way.  Experiences of great pain like the onset of 
cancer, the loss of a job or career, the death of a loved one, 
have the potential to invite us to see in different ways.  But 
what is also true is that a sincere desire to listen to what Jesus 
calls us to in the Gospel can invite us to see in different ways.  
It has often been said that Jesus came to “comfort the dis-
turbed and to disturb the comfortable.  
     Jesus used a lot of stories of everyday life to engage people 
and to invite them to “see” in a different way.  In his teachings 
on the beatitudes, he gently nudged people beyond the world 
of the ten commandments, without dismissing them.  He was 
saying to people, yes, the commandments are important, but 
there is something more.  He told people things like, “you have 
heard it said, an eye for eye, but I say to you, love your ene-
mies and do good to those who persecute you.”  He invited 
Matthew, the hated tax collector, to be a part of his group of 

disciples.  Time and 
time again, he 
reached out to sin-
ners.  He dined with 
them, even when his 
disciples rebuked him 
by saying “don’t you 
know these people 
are sinners.”  Jesus 
kept including others 
into his group and 
rejected the notion 
that people have to 
be worthy in order to 
belong.  He told peo-
ple I have not come 
to condemn people 

but to give them life.    He told people to “do unto others as 
you would have them do unto you.” 
     When everyone was ready to stone the women caught in 
adultery, he said “let the one who has not sinned, cast the first 
stone.”  He took the disciples on field trips to Samaria, the 
land of the unbelievers and then told them that the woman 
they encountered at the well had more faith than many of the 
people who prayed in the synagogues.   

(Continued from page 1) 

     He spoke to people in simple 
terms—love one another, nobody 
can serve two masters, don’t 
judge and you won’t be judged, 
if you live by the sword you will 
die by the sword.  At every turn, 
he asked question after question 
after question: What do you say? 
Why do you call me good? What 
does the Law say? Which of you 
whose ox (or son) falls into a 
ditch will leave him there? His 
goal wasn’t simply to tell people 
what to think, but rather, to 
draw them into thinking afresh 
for themselves. 
    Jesus knew that there would 
be a cost to thinking differently.  He told people to “try to enter 
through the narrow gate...I tell you many will try but will not 
succeed.”  He knew that friends and family would often not un-
derstand them.  But he did not hate those who didn’t under-
stand.  He talked abut them as the lost sheep who needed a car-
ing shepherd.   
         Jesus praised child-likeness and helped people 
learn that they have a lot to learn…building their confidence that 
they can enjoy life beyond their current biases. 
He praised people for wise answers and “caught them doing 
good”, and boldly confronted “blind guides” and “hypocrites 
who were unaware of their ignorance. 
        Jesus was careful not to overwhelm people. 
He would tell them that their current faith, as small as a grain of 
mustard seed, was big enough to save them. But he never 
stopped there.  He always led them out of complacency and into 
action, out of comfort and into courage.  He told his disciples 
that they would be able to do all the things he did, and even far 
greater things.  He reminded them that he would be with them 
always.  He knew that he was the son of God, but he also knew 
and reminded his disciples that they, too, were beloved sons and 
daughters of God.   
      Jesus spoke to the people who often felt defeated, shamed, 
afraid, and hopeless.  And he told them that God was on their 
side.  Even more, he told them that  God was building a world 
where fear and darkness and hatred are never the final word.  
He told them that when we live as beloved sons and daughters 
we will be filled with hope and life and this will be more power-
ful than all the evil in the world.  And it was a story that reso-
nated with people.  Again and again we see the poor, those 
“known to be sinners” sought Jesus out because they found in 
him a sense of compassion and understanding.   
     Jesus’ words resonated with them as I suspect they do with 
us.  “Come to me all you who are weary and find life burden-
some and I will refresh you.  He invited them to take on his way 
of life, his way of looking at the world and they would find rest.  

(Continued on page 12) 

 
       Congratulations to our students from Mater 
Dei who have made these All City Academic 
Teams :Boys Tennis:  Kurt Denning, Simon 
Stratman, Girls Golf  Kylie Mitchell, Hannah 
Smith,  Girls Soccer  Jordan Elpers, Danielle 
Gries, Katelyn Happe, Tess Freeman Girls 
Cross Country Sophia Fehrenbacher, Lillian 
Taylor, Girls Volleyball Paige Denning, Taylor Gerth,  Boys 
Cross Country  Ethan Kissel, Jacob Scheller 

mailto:jreckelhoff@evdio.org
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 T h a n k s 
to all 

who bought tickets and thanks espe-
cially to all our great ticket sellers!  
Not only will we be able to give away  
$16,200 to 48 lucky winners, we have 
also made $21,300.00 for our parish 

                      
 
                
With the end of December, we have reached the half way point of our fiscal year.  And what a year it 
has been as we have made our way through the current coronavirus pandemic!  That has certainly 
made things more challenging for us.  In our effort to help all of us own the financial responsibility 
for providing the money needed to do all the various ministries in our parish, we are providing you 
with a condensed financial report.   
      The majority of the money we receive comes from our Sunday collections and grade school tui-

tion.  As of the end of December we are running $63,174 behind our budgeted needs for this period.  It is also $33,231 behind  
where we were last year at this same point.  Since this income stream is the major source of our parish, it is important to keep 
our income in line with our budgeted needs.    
      Our ordinary income showed an increase in the money we made from our summer social last summer.  This increase helps to 
off set the loss of income we had since we did not have a rummage sale last fall and since we have not rented our parish facili-
ties. We generally tend to budget our income sources on the conservative side in the hopes that in the end, the actual amount 
received will exceed our expectations.   
       With regard to our expenses, you can see that our actual expenses are running just a tad below what we projected them to 
be.  That’s a good thing.  When we plan our budget, we tend to budget our expenses on the high side in the hopes that expenses 
will be less than that. That way, if expenses are less than we anticipated and our income is less than we anticipated, we hope 
things will even out.   
      A look at our mid year report will indicate that the vast majority of the money  we raise (80%)  is used to pay salaries, taxes, 
pension and health insurance costs for the teachers in our school and the members of our parish staff.     This report does not 
include any of the money we spent dealing with the water leak we had in the school last fall.   Fortunately, we believe these ex-
penses will be covered by the insurance settlement we received.  
       We have also wrapped up our annual Catholic Parishes Campaign.  So far we have received pledges in the amount of 
$125,302.00 toward our goal of $120,000.  That’s 104% of our goal from 72% of our parish families.  This is a tremendous response 
and it is the first time in several years that we have actually exceeded our parish goal.    
       Please know that the members of our parish and school staffs work very hard at using the money you give as wisely and pru-
dently as we can.  If we get accused of being on the frugal side, we take that as a compliment!  We are hopeful that our efforts 

will encourage you to likewise be a 
good a steward of the financial re-
sources you have and to take seriously 
the responsibility we all share in pro-
viding the money needed to keep our 
parish going! 

     

 By this time you should have received 
your contribution statements for 2020.  
It should reflect the contributions you 
have to the parish as well as your con-
tributions to our work in Haiti.  Please 
take the time to re-
view your statement.  
We make every effort 
to be accurate in the 
records we keep, but 
there is always the chance that we 
have made a mistake.  So, if you find 
some inconsistencies in your report, 
please  let us know so that we can 
make the necessary corrections.   
      You should be receiving a separate 
statement from our diocesan office 
which will give you a record of your 
contributions to the Stewards of God’s 
Grace Campaign. 

INCOME Current YTD YTD Budget Total Budget 

Sunday Collections and  
         Grade School Tuition 

$489,936.16 $553,110.00 $1,106,220.00 

Other Ordinary Income $30,589.67 $12,800.00 $66,050.00 

Summer Social Income $119,225.00 $52,000.00 $52,000.00 

Religious Education Income $1,930.60 $1,000.00 $2,000.00 

School Income (Pre-School, Supplies, 

Non –Parish Tuition, Tuition Vouchers, 
Fees, etc.) 

$233,490.77 $226,238.50 $413,317.00 

TOTAL INCOME $875,172.20 $845,148.50 $1,639,587.00 

EXPENSES    

Parish Staff  Salaries and Benefits $98,906.30 $102,707.50 $206,135.00 

Parish Office & Related Expenses $9,299.30 $15,900.00 $30,700.00 

Church and Worship $2,831.29 $5,000.00 $10,000.00 

Parish Buildings/Ground 
         Maintenance 

$19,010.55 $19,850.00 $39,700.00 

Summer Social Expenses $25,350.41 $14,000.00 $14,000.00 

Catholic High School Expenses $48,633.10 $49,000.00 $98,000.00 

School Expenses  $573,932.74 $604,060.50 1,173,112.00 

Religious Education Expenses $22,579.57 $35,290.00 $67,940.00 

TOTAL EXPENSES $800,543.28 $845,808.00 1,639,587.00 

If you would like to see a more detailed report,  
stop by the Parish Office and we will make  a copy for you.    
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     Now through March 31st, please drop off new or 
used eyeglasses and hearing aids at any of the three 
Ziemer Funeral Home locations.  
They will be donated to the 
Evansville Lions Club for distribu-
tion to those who cannot afford 
them. 

 

Be an island  of mercy  in  
a  sea  of  indifference.  

                      Pope Francis 

      Not all of us can do great things, 
but all of us can do small things with 

great love.  Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

       We’re always looking for people who 
are willing to sponsor children from our 
parish in Haiti so that they can go to 
school.  Could you be the person to give 
these children a chance in life? 
      Contact Eric Reffett (812-618-5945) 
or ereffett@sbcglobl.net 

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR  
THE CHURCH IN 

EASTERN EUROIPE 
This month you are invited 
to contribute to a special 
collection: Aid the Church 
in Central and Eastern 
Europe.  An envelope is in 
your monthly packet.  Since 
1991, the collection has 
provided more than $75 
million to Catholics in post-
communist Russia and Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe. 
These funds have supported 
more than 3,500 church 
projects in many Eastern 

Europe Countries. For interesting stories and further informa-
tion please visit   www.AIDTOEASTERNEUROPE.ORG 

DO YOU HAVE TIME TO  
DELIVER MEALS ON WHEELS 

TO SENIOR CITIZENS?  
      SWIRCA is recruiting volunteer 
drivers to deliver meals to home 
bound senior citizens in the Evans-
ville area 1 or 2 days a week. Each route has 10-12 stops, meals 
are picked-up at SWIRCA (16 W Virginia St, Evansville IN 47710) 
between 10:30am and 12:00pm so seniors will have a hot meal 
for lunch. 
        Deliveries are made Monday through Friday and each 
route takes approximately 1-1.25 hour from the time meals are 
picked-up to the time drivers return to SWIRCA. The meals are 
in sealed trays in a warm cooler, cold items are in a cold cooler 
and additional items are in a basket. When delivering items to 
the senior’s home a basket is provided to carry the items to the 
door. You must have reliable transportation and proof of insur-
ance, mileage is paid. 
        Please call Kim at 812-492-7462 for more information  

     This past Christmas, in-
stead of buying gifts for peo-
ple,  we invited people to 
make contributions to our min-
istry in Haiti in their name.  
Through this Haiti Gifts of 
Compassion, you helped us 
raise $4, 930 for the children of Haiti.   That’s enough money 
to feed the children for about fifty days. What a blessing!  

THANKS….to the members of the St. Anne Altar 

and the parishioners of St. Joseph for the Christ-
mas gifts you provided for the patients at the 
Evansville State Hospital.  In such a simple way 
you helped to remember people who are so often 
so often forgotten.  Thanks for all you did this 

holiday season to being some comfort and joy to people.   

Theresa Arvin 
Community Service Director  Evansville State Hospital 

    Respect for Life begins with clear 
support and defense of the unborn and 
their right to life.  But it does not end 
there.  Part of a consistent ethic of 
life calls us to an opposition of the 
death penalty as Pope Francis and his 
predecessor St. John Paul II have spo-
ken.  

    In light of this, we pray for all these fourteen people who 
have executed, in our name, at the Federal Penitentiary in 
Terre Haute, Indiana since January of 2020.  And we remember 
their victims as well.  
      Daniel Lewis, who killed William and  Nancy Mueller and 
their daughter, Sarah Powell; Wesley Purkey who killed Jenni-
fer Long, Dustin Holcum who killed Greg Nicholson, Lori, Randy 
and Amber Duncan,  Dustin Holcum who killed Terry DeGeus, 
Lezmond Mitchell who killed Tiffany Lee and Alyce Slim. Keith 
Nelson who killed Pamela Butler, William LeCroy Jr. who 
killed Joann Lee Tiesler, Brandan Bernard and Christopher 
Vialva who killed  Todd and Stacie Bagley, Orlando Hall who 

killed Lisa Rene, Alfred Bourgeois who killed Jakaren Harrison, 

Lisa Montgomery who killed  Bobbie Jo Stinnett, Corey John-
son who killed Louis Johnson, Anthony Carter, Dorothy Arm-
strong, Curtis Thorne, Linwood Chiles, Peyton Johnson, Bobby 
Long, and Dustin Higgs who killed Tamika Black, Tanji Jackson, 
Mishann Chinn 

 

https://thehill.com/person/joann-lee-tiesler
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FEBRUARY 2021 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 17 am-7pm 

Eucharistic  
Adoration 

 
6:30 pm Mass 

2 
7:30 am Mass 

3 7:30 am 

         Mass 
 

Parish Staff  
Meeting 12 Noon 

4 NO MASS 

COME AND SEE 
NIGHT AT  
ST. JOE 
SCHOOL 
5-7 PM 

 

5 
7:30  am  Mass 
School Children 

Only 
 
 

6Confessions 

       4-4:40 pm 
 

Food Pantry and 
Haiti Collection 

 
5 pm  Mass with 

Bishop Siegel 
celebrating  

confirmation  

 7 8 & 10:30 

         Mass 
Family Religion 

Class 9 am 
Food Pantry  
Collection 

Haiti Collection 
 

8 7 am-7pm 

Eucharistic  
Adoration 

 
6:30 pm Mass 

 
 

9 
7:30 am Mass 

 
 

10 
 7:30 am Mass 

 
Parish Staff  

Meeting 12 Noon 
 
 

11  
NO MASS 

 
 

12 
7:30  am  Mass 
School Children 

Only 
 
 

13  

Confessions 
 4-4:40 pm 

 
5 pm  Mass 

 
Food Pantry 
 Collection 

 

14 8 & 10:30 

          am Masses 
First Communion 
Parent Mtg 9 am 

Food Pantry  
Collection 

 

157 am-7 pm 

Eucharistic  
Adoration 

 
 

6:30 pm Mass 
 
 
 

16 
7:30 am Mass 

 
 
 

17 ASH  

WEDNESDAY 
7:30 am Mass 

with distribution 
of ashes 
11 am  

& 7  pm 
Service with 
Distribution 

 of Ashes 
 

18 
NO MASS 

 
 

19 
NO MASS 

 
NO SCHOOL 

 

 
 

20 
Confessions 
 4-4:40 pm 

 
5 pm  Mass 

 
Food Pantry  
Collection 

21 
8 & 10:30 Masses 
Children’s Liturgy 

of the Word 
Food Pantry  
Collection 

227 am-7 pm 

Eucharistic  
Adoration 

 
NO SCHOOL 

 
6:30 PM Mass 

 

23 
7:30 am Mass 

 
 

24  
7:30 am Mass 

 
Parish Staff  

Meeting Noon 
 
 
 

25 
    NO MASS 
 

6 pm  Haiti  
Ministry Meeting 

26 
7:30  am  Mass 
School Children 

Only 
  

 

27 
Confessions 
 4-4:30 pm 
5 pm Mass 

 
Food Pantry 
Collection 

 

28 8 & 10:30 

            Masses 
Food Pantry  
Collection 

BLOOD DRIVE 
8—NOON 

IN THE GYM 

 

 

Each week we 
collect food 
items for the 
St. Vincent 
DePaul Food 

Pantry   
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Saturday 
February 20, 2021 

5 PM 

Lee Askins 
Peter and Jodi Fehrenbacher 

Mary Loehrlein Carolyn Hutchison 

Sis Jarboe 
 

Patrick McDonald 
 

Fred and Judy Gries 
 

Sunday 
February 21, 2021 

8 AM 

Al Debes Sarah Duncan 
Tom and Dolores Folz 

 Jalane Weber 
Marcia Frey 

Conner Frey  
Kylie Frey 

 

Larry and Henrietta Happe 
 

Sunday 
February 21, 2021 

10:30 AM 

Diane Bassemier Darlene Appler 
Danielle Schmitt 

Tricia Gerteisen Doris Taylor 

Jane Scheller 
 

Ashley and 
Gabe Jung 

Jim and Jane Scheller 
 

Saturday 
February 27, 2021 

5 PM 

Chuck Jansen Brandon Werner 
Natalie Schneider 

Ron and Margaret Angermeier 
Toni Askins 

Patrick McDonald 
 

Don and Alice Weis 
 

Sunday 
February 28, 2021 

8 AM 

Imogene Baehl Michael Elpers 
Randy and Kathy  Fehrenbacher 

Chick Duncan 
 

Dennis Niemeier  
Parker  Baumeyer  

 
Tom and Donna Blythe 

 

Sunday 
February 28,, 2021 

10:30 AM 

Addison Elpers Tricia Gertiesen 
Sally Kempf Cecelia Koch 

Joe Crowdus 

Mandy Elpers 
 

Troy  
Gerteisen 

 
Randy and Darlene Appler 

Saturday 
March 6, 2021 

5 PM 

Donald Werner 
Lee and Toni Askins 

Bob and Mary Kay Fehrenbacher 

Sis Jarboe 
 

Louis & Lexa Meredith 
John and Jane Luigs 

 

Sunday 
March 7, 2021 

8 AM 

Jean Duncan  
Bryan and Ann Craney 

 Marcia Frey Terry Drone 

Terry Drone 
 

Ben Gries and Ian Simmons 
 

Dan and Mary Ruth Lasher 
 

Sunday 
March 7, 2021 

10:30 AM 

Kitty Deig  Paul Hillenbrand 
Amy Cody Jena Wessel 

Jason Gertiesen 
Jane Scheller 

Katelyn and Zach Bishop  
 

Mike Forcum Family 

Saturday 
March 13, 2021 

5 PM 

Donna Niemeier 
Eric and Karen  McDonald 
Butch and Linda Feulner 

Toni Askins Devin Feulner Lee and Toni Askins 

Sunday 
March 14, 2021 

8 AM 

Rodney and Paula Baehl 
Sr. Marie Therese 

Dave and Betty Fehrenbacher 
Donna Blankenberger 

Addy Wilkinson  
Madelynn Manger 

Dave and Sandy Schmitt 

Sunday 
March  14, 2021 

10:30 AM 

Rachel Schnaus Jason Gerteisen  
Becky Dosher Shane Wessel 

Steve Jung 
Jessica Reckelhoff 

Kurt Forcum  
Parker Warren 

Kevin Hartz Family 

DATE EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS LECTOR SERVER GIFT BEARERS 

      As we continue to navigate through this coronavirus pandemic, the liturgical ministers we need for  
our weekend  Masses are limited to our lectors and, when the need arises, one Eucharistic minister.   

We have printed this schedule in case things move back to our normal routine. 
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Like a trusted friend… 
helping you buy or 

sell your house 

 812-459-6729 
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     It’s time to make plans for  “the best 
fish fry in the Evansville area.”   The dates for 
our fish frys are March 5th  and March 19th.  
     Because of the ongoing pandemic, we will 
be serving carryout dinners only.  You can pick 
them up thru our drive thru carryout.   
             To volunteer call the parish office 
(812-963-3273).  Spread the word and invite 
your friends and neighbors to join us for a great meal! 

In his own way he invited us to embrace a different set of bi-
ases: 

  Seek reconciliation  rather than revenge when you are 
wronged. 

 Don’t repay violence with violence, but seek creative and 
transforming  nonviolent alternatives. 

 Don’t focus on external conformity to moral codes, but on 
internal transformation in love. 

 Don’t love insiders and hate or fear outsiders, but welcome 
outsiders into a new “us,” a new “we,” a new humanity 
that celebrates diversity in the context of love for all, jus-
tice for all, and mutual respect for all. 

 Trust yourself to the care of God.  Do not put money, secu-
rity or pleasure at the center of your life.  Don’t spend 
time being anxious about these things.   

 Don’t live for wealth, but for the living God who loves all 
people, including your enemies 

(Continued from page 6) 

Ash Wednesday   
February 17 

Mass  at 7:30 am 
with distribution  of Ashes   

Prayer Service   
      with distribution of Ashes      

   11:00 am  and 7:00 pm  
    This year, because of the covid pandemic we will not be sign-
ing people with ashes on their forehead.  Instead, we will be 
following a much older tradition of having ashes sprinkled on our 
heads.   

PARISH OFFICE:  812-963-3273    
SCHOOL:OFFICE  812-963-3335    

SCHOOL FAX:  812-963-3337 
PRAYER CHAIN: 812-963-3149 

www. stjoeco.org 

 
 
 

Fr. Gene Schroeder—Pastor 
E-mail  gschroeder@evdio.org 

Ms. Kristan Gilles—Director of Liturgy/ Music 
E-mail kgilles@evo.org 

Mr. Nathan Winstead—Principal 
E-mail  nwinstead@evdio.org 
Mrs. Julie Kempf—Secretary 

E-mail  jkempf@evdio.org 
Mrs. Jessica Reckelhoff 

E-mail jreckelhoff#@evdio.org 
Coordinator of Religious Education 

 

WEEKEND MASSES:  Saturday 5pm 
Sunday 8 and 10 am 


