
want or meeting our needs.  Jesus reminds us that only in a 
life of other-centeredness do we come to know a true sense of 
peace and fulfillment in life.  St. Mother Teresa said it even 
more succinctly;  “Unless life is lived for others, it is not worth 
living.” 
     Over the next months of this year I believe we are all going 
to be challenged to think 
again and again about what it 
means for us to be members 
of our family and of our par-
ish community.  I have no 
doubt that we are going to be 
stretched in ways that may be 
uncomfortable  and even in 
ways that we cannot compre-
hend.  But we will also be 
stretched to grow in ways 
that we never thought of be-
fore and in ways that will give 
new meaning to our faith 
journey.  These challenges will also be an invitation to make 
intentional choices that move us beyond what is convenient for 
ourselves to what can give life to others in our community.   
      In the give and take that will be an inevitable part of this 
process lays great gift—we come to know how important we 
are to others, how much others need us and even how much 
we need them.  Being a community gives us the rare privilege 
of making demands on others. It invites us to take the risk of 
being vulnerable to each other and, in doing so, to open our-
selves to be shaped and molded into the heart and mind of 
Jesus.   

LIVING LIFE INTENTIONALLY 
Fr. Gene Schroeder 

PASTOR 
       One of the things I have noticed in my re-
covery from my broken knee cap, is that I am 
much more aware of where I walk and what 
steps I may have to take.  Falling down some 
stairs can do that to you!  Being forced to be 

much more intentional about what we do and how we do it is 
not such a bad thing.  It reminds us that the healthiest way to 
live life is to be more deliberate about the choices we make in 
living our life.  We are most free when we choose how we will 
act, what we will spend our time on, how we will use our  
money and with whom we will be engaged in relationships 
within our lives.  
     This theme of living life intentionally is also at the heart of 
the Feast of the Holy Family which we celebrate in the midst of 
the Christmas season.  In the readings for this feast, we hear St. 
Paul inviting us to make intentional choices that will govern 
how we will be family and, even more, how we will be commu-
nity.  He challenges us to have the heart and mind of Jesus in 
all that we do, to put up with each other, especially in light of 

our differences of 
opinions and our dif-
ferent ways of look-
ing at the world.  He 
calls us to forgive 
whatever grievances 
we have against one 
another.  Beyond all 
these things he calls 

to put on the love of Christ which binds everything together.  
Whatever we do, he tells us, we are to do it in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. 
     That’s quite a mission statement for us!  We are invited to 
embrace it because when we do so, we become more aware of 
who God is  and how God is calling us to live out our lives as his 
disciples.  Our Catholic faith is not just an individualistic faith—
it is not just a matter of having a personal relationship with 

God.  It is a good and important 
first step to have such a rela-
tionship, but that relationship 
only becomes real when it in-
cludes other people.  It’s really 
about choosing to be involved, 
to be engaged in relationships 
with others—as family, as hus-
band and wife, as a parish faith 
community, as members of the 
world-wide Catholic church and 
ultimately as members of the 
great human family.   
      Life is not just about us.  It 
is not just about doing what we 
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NEWSLETTER OF ST. JOSEPH PARISH 
62o2 W. St. Joseph road   Evansville, in 47720 

Celebrating our 179th year 

January 2020 

May I be balanced  

and at Peace. 

May I be undisturbed 

 by the changing  

events of my life  

and the world around me. 

May I have faith in myself. 

May I have in the strength 

of God spirit that  

lives with me. 

HAVE YOU  MADE YOUR  
PLEDGE TO THE CPC? 

PARISH GOAL  $120,000.00 
PLEDGED TO DATE $112,269.00 
NUMBER OF PLEDGES        366 
AVERAGE PLEDGE        $306.75 
THIS YEAR MORE THAN EVER WE CAN’T  

DO THIS WITHOUT YOUR HELP!! 

 

      We give thanks for the service that 
Margaret Kimmel, John Luigs and Sue 
Jansen have given as members of our Par-
ish Council.  Now that they are moving 
on, we’re looking for some women and 
men who are willing to serve as a member 
of our Parish Council.  The Parish Council 

meets quarterly to oversee the operation of the parish and to 
provide direction for the future.   
      If you are willing to serve, or know of someone who would 
be willing to serve, call the parish office (812-963-3273) and let 
us know.   



The Carpenter—January, 2020 Page  2 

Madison Elpers 
      Madison’s warm and engaging 
smile has become a hallmark.  The 
warmth of her smile is contagious.  She 
is the youngest daughter of Brian and 
Jenny (Schiff) Elpers.  Her older sister, 
Haley, attends the University of Evans-
ville.  Maddy, as she is known to her 
friends, is a senior at Mater Dei.   
    When she was asked about her ex-
periences at Mater Dei, she was quick 
to talk about being part of the girls 
soccer state championship team for 
the past two years.  This year was 

more special because she played most of the games.   “This is 
the third straight year our team won the state championship.  
This year we had to move up a class so the competition was at 
a higher level.  Being at state before was helpful but it also 
added a lot of pressure, just trying to live up to what we had 
done before.  It’s kind of neat to have two state championship 
rings.  I’m sure this is something I will share with my own chil-
dren.” 
      Many of her memories from high school naturally flow from 
being part of the soccer team.  “We spend so much time to-
gether, practicing and going to games.  It’s where I formed 
some of my closest friendships.”  Soccer has been pretty much 
of a year round activity for Maddy.  When she wasn’t playing on 
the team at Mater Dei, she played on several travel teams.  
“Spending so much time on soccer forces you to learn how to 
manage your time well.   Balancing soccer, school work and 
family time can be a real challenge.  You also have to decide 
just how dedicated you are to playing soccer.  It requires a lot 
of mental toughness, especially playing on travel teams.  The 
coaches push you pretty hard and you have to learn how to 
hear criticism without getting defeated.” 
    In addition to soccer, Maddy is the Vice-President of her Sen-
ior Class, serves as a Fire Warden and is a part of the Peer Me-
diation Team.   She is also a member of the Random Acts of 
Kindness Club.  “We try to do a lot of things to help inspire 
students to do their best.”   
     Maddy has worked hard on academics as well, taking several 
AP (Advanced Placement) classes  to earn college credits.  
She’s taking an online course offered through USI on medical 
terminology.  “Probably one of the most challenging courses 

I’ve taken is Human Anatomy which is taught by Mr. Vogel.  It’s 
been pretty difficult but also the one where I have learned the 
most.   I’ve had some other good teachers in my high school 
years, but one that I have appreciated a lot is the government 
and history courses taught by Mr. Goebel.  I enjoy him as a 
teacher and as a person.” 
       Maddy attended grade school here at St. Joe.  Memories 
from this time?  “Well I remember all the great school lunches 
and the ladies who fixed them.  I also remember going to Mass 
each week and helping to lead prayer especially when we were 
in eighth grade.  I remember a lot of my teachers, especially 
Mrs. Elpers.  She was a pretty demanding teacher but her ef-
forts sure prepared us well for high school. 
     Maddy speaks fondly of being a member of St. Joseph Par-
ish.  You’ll find her with her family Sunday mornings at the 8 
am mass.  “St. Joe has the feel of a small close community and 
it is easy to get know folks.” 
      That sense of family has been a defining part of Maddy’s 
life.  “I’d have to say that we are closer than the average fam-
ily.  I treasure the friendship I have with my older sister, Haley.  
She’s been very supportive of me especially through the years 
of high school and my being part of the soccer team.  Even 
though she had a lot going on in college, she made sure she was 
there to cheer me as we made our way to the state champion-
ship.  We’re sisters but also best friends.” 
    Maddy’s mom and dad have played a big role in her life.  
“People say I look more like my dad.  We share a similar view 
on life.  I think I get my positive approach to life from him.  My 
mom has a great heart for kids which has inspired me.  This 
next summer I hope to work in the summer day camp at Resur-
rection.  Working with kids is a lot of work but I find it very 
rewarding as well.” 
     Maddy is also close to her  Schiff grandparents.  “They al-
ways seem to be doing things for others but they always have 
time for us.  I’ve really enjoyed spending time with them 
through the years.  We also spend a lot of time with my dad’s 
family.  We have a tradition of going out to dinner each Friday 
night with several of my dad’s brothers and sisters.  We’re 
regulars at  Los Tres Mexican restaurant .  They have great food 
and  they treat us like family.  The Elpers are also big into trac-
tor pulling so we’ve gone to a lot of these contests.  Each year 
several members of the family travel together for vacation to 
Destin  Florida.   
     Next year, Maddy plans to attend USI where she hopes to 
pursue a career in dental hygiene.  “I’m going to be living at 
home because I really like living at home  and it will make go-
ing to college a lot cheaper.  In the future, Maddy sees herself 
settling down in this area, working in a dental office, getting 
married and having a family.  Who knows?  Those plans may 
include her current boyfriend, Jacob Gorman, who is now going 
to school to become an EMT. 
WORDS OF WISDOM:  I think it is important to appreciate the 
things you have and not take things for granted.  This past year 
my Mom was dealing with some health issues and I was re-
minded that folks won’t be around forever.  I learned that les-
son too when my cousin, Megan, was killed in a car wreck.  My 
family has taught me also how important it is to help others.  I 
think it is important to not be afraid of challenges in life.  
Don’t give up.  Hard work pays off in the end but you have to 
be willing to put the time and effort into things.  I think it is 
important to have a positive outlook on life.  It’s not like every-
thing in life will be great, but you need to see the good in peo-
ple and in situations.  Things have a way of working out if you 
can learn to be patient.    

      

Calling all 6-8th graders to the Jr. High Ski Trip!  The trip will 
take place on January 31st, 2020.  We will depart from St. Joe 
at 2:30 and return around midnight.  The cost is $56.00, and 
this includes your bus ride, drinks, snacks, and your ticket to 
ski.  Students, if you are interested in coming along but not 
skiing, the cost is $28.00.  We are in need of a few chaperones 
to ride the bus...if you would like to chaperone and ski, the 

cost is $28.00.  If you 
would just like to 
chaperone and not 
ski, you can come for 
free!!  January 11th 
is the deadline to 

register.  Contact Jessica Reckel-
hoff (812-598-1151) or jreckelhoff@evdio.org  for questions 
ormore information.  Thanks!  
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Brandon Werner 
      Being a part of the Mater Dei 
marching band has been a big part of 
Brandon’s life.  He started as a mem-
ber of the band in 7th grade and has 
continued through his four years of 
high school.  Brandon is the youngest 
son of Donald and Rene Werner and the 
younger brother of Nathan.  Through-
out the six years he has been with the 
band, Brandon has helped lead the 
band  each year to the state band com-
petition at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indian-

apolis.  The band has actually made it to the state finals for the 
past ten years.  That’s quite a feat.  Brandon is quick to point 
out that it takes lots of work.  This past year Brandon served as 
one of the drum majors for the band.  “We had a lot of new peo-
ple in the band and our job was to help get everyone in line and 
motivated.  You need to have fun, but you have to be willing to 
put in the hard work it takes.  Even though we have been to the 
state championship, there is no guarantee that we would make 
it again this year.  The competition among the bands gets 
tougher each year which means we have to work harder.  I think 
the most satisfying experience this past year was our perform-
ance at the semi-state competition.  It was a cold day which is 
not the greatest for band competition, but I think our perform-
ance that day was one of the best we had all year.” 
     Aside from band, Brandon was also chosen to represent Mater 
Dei at the “Tomorrow’s Workforce Luncheon.”  “You have to 
have a certain grade point average, work at a job and write an 
essay on how Mater Dei has helped prepare you for the future.” 
Brandon has been working for Butch Feulner, doing yard work 
and other odd jobs around the house.  It’s there that he has 
learned to put into practice a lot of the work ethic he learned 
from his parents—do what you say you are going to do, pay at-
tention to the details and take pride in the work you do.” 
     For the first two years of high school, Brandon was a member 
of the track team.  “I started with track in grade school so it was 
a natural thing to continue in high school.  After my sophomore 
year, I came to realize that my level of ability in track and field 
was not that great when compared to other high school ath-
letes.”   But leaving the track team gave Brandon the opportu-
nity to pursue a new interest by becoming a member of the Trap 
Shooting Team.  He’s been on the team for the past two years 
and is looking forward to the season starting for this year.  
“We’ve done pretty well as a team.  We won the state competi-
tion for the past two years, and our team placed 4th at the Na-
tional Competition last May.” 
      Brandon has been busy with a full academic load as well.  
He’s taken quite a few Advanced Placement Classes which has 
earned him a number of credit hours for college.  “I’ve taken a 
honors biology class with Mr. Vogel and  an advanced chemistry 
class with Mr. Schleter.  They both really challenge you to do 
your best.  I’ve enjoyed taking history class with Mr. Wildeman.  
And I’ve enjoyed taking  English classes with Mrs. Berger.  I’m 
not a big reader but she has helped me to understand the differ-
ent novels we have read.  Some of the those novels include Red 
Badge of Courage, Animal Farm, The Plague, and Lord of the 
Flies. 
      In addition, Brandon has found time to be a member of the 
National Honor Society, serve as a member of Teen Power, play 
in the Jazz Band, play for the school musicals and be a member 

LAWN MOWING CREW THANK YOU   
Last month, when we thanked all the members 
of our mowing crews, we failed to include the 
following people:  Don Weis and Austin Polk 
Thanks for all your help in keeping our parish 
campus looking so great! 

of the pep band, playing for pep assemblies and basketball 
games.   
      Brandon attended grade school here at St. Joe.  “We had 
some great teachers.  I remember all the science lab projects 
we had with Mrs. Elpers and taking algebra with Mrs. Daugh-
tery.  They were tough teachers but they sure prepared us well 
for high school.”   
      You may have noticed Brandon especially at the 5pm mass 
on Saturday.  He started out serving at Mass and now serves as 
a Eucharistic Minister as well as helping to take up the collec-
tion, a job he shares with his dad.  And if you have been to the 
summer social, you’ll find Brandon working at carryout booth.  
“It’s been a Werner family tradition helping to run the carry-
out booth.  I started helping out when my grandma and 
grandpa (Bud and Sharon Werner) were in charge and now have 
been  helping my mom and dad.  Lots of the same people work 
in the booth each year so it’s been great working with them.”   
     Being connected to family is an important part of Brandon’s 
life.  “We try to do a lot of things together—things like going to 
Mass on Saturday night and having family meals together espe-
cially on Sunday when dad does the cooking.  My mom and dad 
have been a big part of the Mater Dei band during the time 
that my brother and I were members of the band.”   
      It’s no surprise that among the people who have been most 
influential in Brandon’s life are his mom and dad.  “My dad and 
I have a lot of similar interests.  We’re both “hands-on” kind of 
people when it comes to learning how to do things.  Dad has 
taught me the value of doing something  right.  My mom is a 
very organized person and she has helped me to get things in 
my life organized.  She’s taught me how important it is to pay 
attention to the details.  She’s a kind of “there’s a place for 
everything and everything should be put into it’s place” kind of 
person.” 
      Spending time with extended family is also important.  
“Mom’s family is from southern Illinois and we try to get to-
gether with them as often as we can.  Most of Dad’s side of the 
family lives around Evansville so we get to spend a lot time 
with them.  Those gatherings almost always involve food.  The 
Werner family is pretty loud when they get together with lots 
of good natured teasing.  They’re all pretty outgoing folks who 
never meet a stranger.”  
     Next year, Brandon plans on attending USI where he will 

(Continued on page 4) 
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     Applications for tuition assistance are now available for par-
ents wishing to apply for Mater Dei High School tuition assis-
tance for the 2020-2021 school year.  Hard copies of applica-
tions are available at Mater Dei and at our school and parish 
office. To download and complete the application online go to 
www.materdeiwildcats.com; select “Enrollment”, then “Tuition 
and Financial Assistance”.  The priority deadline for applying 
this year is March 1, 2019.  Questions?  Please contact Jill Seiler 
at Mater Dei (812-426-2258, ext. 322) or email 
jseiler@evdio.org.  This year there is one common application 

available  for the following: 
Tax Credit Scholarships (SGO’s) 

School Choice Vouchers 
Catholic Education Foundation  
       (CEF) tuition assistance 

 

       

      Congratulations to Kiwanis Award Winners for 
Mater Die:  Maggie Couch for Girls Golf  and Jill 
Happe for Girls Soccer. 
 

        Congratulations to these Mater Dei stu-
dent athletes who were chosen for All City 

Academic Teams:  Nathan Van 
Bibber (Boys Soccer),  Hannah 
Smith (Girls Tennis), Kurt Denning and Simon 
Stratman (Boys Tennis),  Paige Denning (Girls 
Volleyball), Sophie Fehrenbacher (Girls Cross 
County), Ethan Kissel, Joe Scheller, Jacob 

Scheller (Boys Cross Country), Jill Happe, Tess Freeman, Madi-
son Elpers, Daniel Gries Katelyn Happe, and Jordan Elpers 
(Girls Soccer) and  Cole Happe, Logan Elpers, and Dakx Lan-
nert (Boy’s Football) 
 

       Congratulations to  Cole Happe who was 
selected to the All SIAC Football Team for 2019 
and to Dakx Lannert who was selected to the 
All SIAC Team for 2019 and to the All Metro 
and All State Football Team for 2019.   
 

     Congratulations to Mariah Schneider who graduated from 
Purdue University with a degree in Industrial 
Management and to Nick 
Angermeier who gradu-

ated from USI with a degree in Civil Engi-
neering.   

pursue a degree in mechanical engineering.  “I like the idea of 
designing and building big equipment.”  With a nod toward wise 
use of money, Brandon plans on living at home during his col-
lege years.  “I’m only a ten minute drive from USI and I like 
being at home.” 
WORDS OF WISDOM:  “Things are not always going to go the way 
you would like them to go.  When that happens you have to 
learn how to deal with it.  It’s important to stay calm and not 
let the little things in life get you down.  You have to ask your-
self ‘is it really worth it to get upset about this.’ It’s good to 
remember that nothing goes wrong that can’t be fixed.  It’s a 
big help when you learn to keep things in life in perspective.  
Don’t be afraid of challenges especially those that force you out 
of your comfort zone.  Failure happens to everyone, the big 
question is what are you going to do with it.  I think it is impor-
tant also to surround yourself with good friends.  And as you 
search for friends, don’t be afraid to let people come in and out 
of your life.  Sometimes the best friends you have are found 
when you least expect it.”  

 

 Jill Happe 
      It’s been a busy four years for Jill 
Happe, a senior at Mater Dei.  She is 
the daughter of Erin (Niemeier) and 
Mike Happe and the younger sister of 
Joe Happe, who is a junior at Marian 
University in Indianapolis.   
      Jill is a member of the National 
Honor Society and servers  as its presi-
dent.  It’s a commitment that requires 
three to four hours a week as she coor-
dinates service activities.  As part of 

her service hours, Jill worked in the day care at our school here 
at St. Joe.   
     Jill is also involved with the Dance Marathon, Mater Dei’s 
fundraising effort to support Riley’s Children's Hospital.  She’s 
worked with the Dance Marathon for the past three years and 
this year she is serving on the executive committee where she 
will be focusing on raising donations from area businesses.   
      Jill also serves as the President of the Pep Club, helping to 
organize and execute different pep assemblies throughout the 
year.  “As president, I have to speak in front of the whole stu-
dent body.  It’s one of those things that has really forced me 
out of my comfort zone!” 
     But perhaps the biggest experience at Mater Dei for Jill has 
been as a member of the girls soccer team.  She’s been a mem-
ber of the team all four years and for the past three years she 

(Continued from page 3) 

helped   lead the Lady Wildcats to three consecutive girls state 
soccer championship.  Winning state this past year was espe-
cially sweet since the team had to move up a class since they 
had won the state championship the past two years.  “The com-
petition gets tougher as you move up a class, but we showed 
that we belonged.  In the histroy of Mater Dei athletics, it’s 
been a great experience and something that lots of people will 
never had.  You get pretty close to your teammates.  I’m sure 
it’s something we will all remember in the years to come.”  In 
recognition of her value to the team, Jill was selected as the 
Kiwanis Award winner for girls soccer. 
     Jill has enjoyed her four years at Mater Dei. “It’s small 
enough so that you know everyone.  That helps to create a n 
intimate and upbeat atmosphere.  I’ve had some great teach-
ers.  Two teachers that have had a big impact on me have been 
Mr. Vogel and Mrs. Angie Striehl.  She taken some biology 
classes and human anatomy classes with Mr. Vogel.  “He’s 
pretty challenging but that’s a good thing.  Since I’ve taken 
several classes with him, it’s given  us a chance to build a good 
relationship.  I took some algebra and geometry classes with 
Mrs. Striehl.  She’s a great teacher, but what I really appreci-
ated about her was that she was a good sounding board.  She’s 
a great listener.  It’s like having a mom at school.  What is 
really amazing about her is that she has such a positive outlook 
on like even as she was facing some pretty serious health is-
sues.”   
      Jill attended grade school here at St. Joe.  “We had Mr. 
Goedde in eighth grade and he is now at Mater Dei.  I remem-
ber going on our class trip with him to St. Louis.  We toured the 
Children’s Museum, visited the zoo and finished the day by at-
tending a St. Louis Cardinal baseball game.  I remember taking 
classes with Mrs. Elpers and being on the speech team with her.  

(Continued on page 5) 
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          It’s time to make plans for “the 
best fish fry in the Evansville area,”  
March 6th and 13th.  We’ll be serving 
fish dinners from 5-7 and we will also 
offer our drive thru carry out dinners as 
well.  Call Mike or Jenny Collins (812-760
-9709) or the Parish Office (812-963-
3273) to offer your help. 

And I remember beginning each day by walking laps in the gym 
listening to music.  I had the chance to come back to St. Joe 
and work with the day care group and it was really amazing 
how much things have changed.”   
      Next year Jill plans on attending the University of Evans-
ville where she hopes to pursue a career  in medicine.  Right 
now I think I’d like to be a  Physician Assistant.  “They have a 
chance to get a direct entry into this program at U of E.   I like 
the idea of being a Physician Assistant because I think this is 
where you can have the most direct and hands on contact with 
patients.” 
         St. Joe School, much like the parish, have a family feel 
for her.  Her family has deep roots in both the school and par-
ish, going back five generations on the Niemeier side of her 
family.  “Coming to church has a very comfortable feel for me.  
It’s a place where you really get a sense that people know you 
and care about you. 
        The strong sense of family runs deep in Jill’s life.  “I have 
great parents.  I really couldn’t ask for anything better.  Peo-
ple say that my mom and I look very much alike and we sound 
alike as well.  We think a lot alike about things.  My mom is 
pretty energetic and charismatic.   She’s taught me a great 
deal about putting other people first in life.  That’s the way 
she is will all of us at home.  My dad is a very creative and 
determined person and I think he has passed some of that onto 
me.  He’s taught me about not giving up and working to find a 
good solution to problems.  He’s very much a “hands on kind of 
person.  At one time he was really big into tractor pulling con-
tests.  While I’m not as big of fan of this sport as he is, he  has 
certainly taught me lots of things about how machines work 
and how to fix things.   
         We’ve always been close as a family, but with my 
brother moving on to college, it seems like my mom and dad 
and I have gotten closer.  We moved into the house that my 
uncle, Larry Raben used to live in and it’s a smaller house so 
we are just naturally closer because of that.   Now we live 
across the yard from my uncle Matt and his family and my 
grandparents, Norb and Madonna Niemeier.  It’s great being 
able to just stop by and visit especially with my grandparents.  
Everyone calls my grandmother “Honey” and if you stop by she 
is always ready to feed you which is really good because she’s 
a great cook.”        
WORDS OF WISDOM  “When I first started high school I thought 
it was really important that everyone liked me, but I learned 
that this is not always going to be the case.  I think I learned 
that the most important thing is to be true to who you are and 
not try to become a person just so others will like you.  Now, I 
try to be understanding of people and try to walk in their 
shoes.  It’s ok if everyone doesn’t agree with me or see things 
the way I do.  I think I learned that there is real value to being 
around people who are different, because they are the ones 
that help you grow.  I think it is important to put yourself in a 
position where you are going to be forced out of your comfort 
zone.  You never know what you can do or what is possible for 
you if you are not willing to do this.” 

(Continued from page 4) 

      

 
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS 

      The St. Ann Altar Society provided the money to buy our most 
recent edition of Breaking Bread hat we are now using at Mass.  
They have also contracted with Joe Schneider to create some new 
chairs for the servers and lectors that will match the new pre-
sider’s chair that Joe built.  These chairs will be in memory of Jan 
Hermann who served as Altar Society President for many years.    
     The St. Joe Men’s Club conducted several fundraising efforts 
including a chicken dinner, making 580 gallons of burgoo and 2000 
lbs of sausage.  They also made special brautburgers that the PTO 
sold in their Fall Festival Booth.   
      The Knights of 
St. John continued 
their long standing 
tradition of sup-
porting the educa-
tional of students 
with special needs.  
Each year they gave 
ten percent of the 
proceeds from their 
Fall festival Booth.  
This year they gave 
$1,200 to St. Jo-
seph School. 
       The PTO pro-
vided money to 
upgrade the Wi-Fi 
network in school 
to accommodate 
more students using 
Chrome books,   
They also purchased 
Chrome books for 
students in several 
more classes.  The 
money for this 
came from, among 
others, the proceeds of their Fall festival Booth.    
      The Athletic Committee continued to provide coaches for the 
fall sports teams as well as uniforms and equipment for these 
sports.   

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
       Confirmation Sessions were held for this year’s confirmation 
class leading up to the celebration of Confirmation with Bishop 
Siegel in January.   Family Religion Classes were held for students 
attending public schools.  As part of these sessions, students vis-
ited residents at heritage Nursing Center and made a meal for the 
residents of Life Choice Children’s Liturgy of the Word classes 

(Continued on page 6) 

       Do you want to live your faith in your daily life?  Do you 
desire a Christian Community with which to share you faith jour-
ney?  Cursillo is a movement within the Catholic Church that 
shares the fundamentals of being a Christian as an individual and 

in community.  For more information about 
a Cursillo weekend, contact Rodney Baehl 
(812) 598-9066 or Paula Baehl (812) 598-
9056. 

Upcoming Cursillo weekend 
February 20-23 for Men 
March 26-29 for Women 

       Scott Wunderlich, President of the 
Knights of St. John, presents a check for 
$1,560 to our school Principal Nathan Win-
stead to support the work of providing 
services for students with special needs.   
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CONFIRMATION RETREAT 
Sunday, January 5 from 11:30—2:30.  

SET UP FOR CONFIRMATION  
Friday, January 10  5-8 pm 

CONFIRMATION—SATURDAY, JANUARY 11, 2020 
Bishop Joseph Siegel will be with us at our 
 5:00 p.m. Mass  to confirm our young men and women 

were held each Sunday during the 8 and 10:30 am Masses.  
Several Bible Study sessions were held  as well as a women’s 
book study group.  RCIA classes have begun.  Jordan Wilkin-
son is now serving as a member of the RCIA team of cate-
chists.  College Care Packages were prepared and delivered 
to seventy college students from our parish. 

 
SCHOOL 

       With the assistance of the School Board and PTO, the 
infrastructure for the technology upgrades has been com-
pleted.  In addition to the normal day to day class instruc-
tion, faculty members continue to develop programs to assist 
students with special needs.  The PR committee is continuing 
to find ways to get the word out about our school.  A touring 
Tuesday event was held for perspective parents.  A Come and 
See Night is planned for January.  Students participated in a 
number of outreach projects:  Red Ribbon Week, Veterans 
Day Celebration, Serra Club Vocation Awareness, collecting 
food for the Ronald McDonald House and the Rescue Mission 
Thanksgiving Celebration, and visiting Jacobs Village.  The 
8th grade class made held a leadership retreat at Camp On-
dessonk, served as hosts for children with special needs at 
the Fall Festival and help a Breakfast with Santa.   
 

PARISH OUTREACH 
    We are continuing our efforts to provide food for the St. 
Vincent DePaul Food Pantry through out weekly collection of 
food as well as providing 300 lbs of sausage for the Food Pan-
try and several local homeless shelters.  We are continuing 
our support of the work of the Mary, Mother of God Parish in 
Vladivostok through our quarterly collection.  A blood drive 
was held in October.   
      Our ministry with the people of St. James Parish contin-
ues through our student sponsorships programs for the chil-
dren in the grade school, high school and several universities.  
Included with this is providing food for the 800 students in 
our grade school and high school.   
      “Sewing Hope,” 
an effort to revise 
and expand the mi-
cro finance project 
of providing jobs for 
peop le  mak ing 
clothes to sell has 
been init iated.  
Long term goals for 
the committee in-
clude providing a 
more reliable source of electricity for the parish, school and 
medical clinic by building a sufficient number of solar panels 
to generate electricity.  A second project is to build and 
equip a computer lab that can be used by the students in our 
high school and grade school.  A third project is to develop a 
more reliable funding source to provide food for the children 
in our schools.   
     A capital campaign is being conducted to seek funds for 
these projects.  We believe we have received sufficient 
pledges to move forward with the solar panel project and the 
computer lab and we will be working with companies in Haiti 
to make these projects a reality.    
      This past fall several mission groups traveled to Haiti to 
work in the medical clinic and to work on the solar and com-
puter lab projects.  Because of the recent political turmoil in 
Haiti  which has been exasperated by the lack of gasoline 
available to be purchased, has made the situation is Haiti, in 

(Continued from page 5) the words of Fr. Reynold, truly catastrophic.  The school year has 
been interrupted and delayed, which means that many of the chil-
dren will not be able to eat a meal at school.  In the meantime, 
Fr. Reynold has tried to distribute some of the food that would 
have been used for school lunches, to those families who have 
been affected the most by the current situation.  He also reports 
that there has been a considerable amount of flooding in the 
Plaine du Nord area.  While there was no loss of life, there was 
considerable property damage.  We continue to stand with our 
brothers and sisters in the midst of these tragic situations. 
 

PARISH FINANCE AND  
ADMINISTRATION  

       Parish expenses for the 
first five months of the 
fiscal year are within our 
budget projections.  On our 
income side, our summer 
social was very successful, 
netting us $61,848,99.  Our 
20th annual rummage sale 
netted  $10,697 and we 
netted $4,995 from our 
Harvest Dinner and other 
catered dinners.   
       The amount we have 
received in through our  
weekly collection and 
s c h o o l  t u i t i o n  i s 
$461,443.43.  For the first 
twenty three weeks of the 
fiscal year  our weekly av-
erage has been $20,062 as 
opposed to our weekly 
budgeted  amount of 
$21,327.   
     We are currently selling 
lottery tickets for the 2020 
Lottery Drawings.  We are 
also conducting our annual 
Catholic Parishes Cam-
paign.  Our goal this year is 
$120,000 which should 
cover our share of the costs 
our diocesan budget.  So 
far we have received cash 
and pledges for 90% of our 
goal.   
      We continue to be 
blessed by any number of 
folks who have stepped 
forward to take care of all 
manner of maintenance 
issues in our parish.  We 
are particularly blessed by 
the members of our mow-
ing crews who have kept our parish campus looking great.     

STEWARDS OF GOD’S  
GRACE CAMPAIGN 

     We are now half way through the 
third and final year of the Three 
Year Stewards of God’s Grace Cam-
paign.  In this joint campaign be-
tween our parish and our Diocese, 
$591,574 was pledged by parishion-
ers.  So far people have paid 
$467,921.36 toward these pledges.  
This amount has been split with the 
Diocese and our parish, each receiv-
ing $233,960.68. The money we have 
received has been used to install 
new air conditioning units in our 
multi-purpose building, school of-
fice, eighth grade classroom, music 
room;  new astro turf covering for 
the school playground areas; new 
cabinets in the our child care, music 
and art rooms; storm sewer repairs; 
new electronic sign; efis insulation 
repair to the exterior of our school; 
and money to support the education 
of students at our sister parish, St. 
James in Plaine du Nord , Haiti.   
     We have used the funds from this 
campaign primarily to take care of 
some of the larger maintenance 
needs in our parish which are not 
easily paid  for through our normal 
operating budget.  All told, about 
80% of the pledges to the Stewards 
of God’s Grace Campaign have been 
honored We will continue to receive 
our share of the paid pledges twice a 
year (February and October) 
throughout the final year of this 
three year pledge campaign. 
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Be an island  of mercy  in  
a  sea  of  indifference.  

                      Pope Francis 

      Not all of us can do great things, but 
we can do small things with great love.   
Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

SPECIAL COLLECTION THIS MONTH FOR  
THE CHURCH IN LATIN AMERICA   

       Your gift helps fellow Catholics in Latin America and the 
Caribbean who are rich in spirit but lacking in material resources 
to participate more fully in the life of the Church. 
         Several recent grants to the Collection were used to train 
seminarians; provide pastoral care with those infected with HIV/

AIDS; provide formation training 
to pastoral ministers  in rural 
parishes; provide formation to 
high school students  to serve as 
pastoral agents; and develop and 
execute diocesan pastoral plans. 
      Over the past five years, the 
Collection for the Church in Latin 
America has faithfully distributed 
87 percent of its annual income 
as pastoral grants.   Please con-
tribute generously. For more 
information, visit their website 

at  www.usccb.org/latinamerica. 

           
 
 

 
 

         In his 2020 World Day of Migrants and Refugees message, 
Pope Francis reiterates the Gospel command to avoid despising 
“one of these little ones, for I say to you that their angels in 
heaven always look upon the face of my heavenly Father” (Mt 
18:10). It is not just about migrants: it is a question of seeing that 
no one is excluded. A globalization of indifference has led to 
many of us to ignore the cries of the poor, turn our backs on the 
marginalized, and remain indifferent to those struggling to find a 
better life. We are called to help create the conditions that will 
lead to a better life for everyone on the planet. 
         From January 5-11, 2020, the Catholic Church in the United 
States will celebrate National Migration Week. The theme for this 
year’s celebration is “Promoting a Church and a World for All,” 
which reflects the need for Catholics to be inclusive and welcom-
ing to all our brothers and sisters. It is a call for unity to stand in 
solidarity with and care for those who are excluded and marginal-
ized.  
          Welcoming the newcomer and promoting a church for all 
counters what Pope Francis has referred to as “a globalization of 
indifference,” which has led to many of us to ignore the cries of 
the poor, turn our backs on the marginalized, and remain indif-
ferent to those struggling to find a better life. We are called to 
be an active Church in support of all of God’s children, for “the 
Church which ‘goes forth’... can move forward, boldly take the 
initiative, go out to others, seek those who have fallen away, 
stand at the crossroads and welcome the outcast” (Evangelii 
Gaudium, 24). 

        It is with this 
ideal in mind – that 
we call for a church 
that welcomes, pro-
tects, promotes, and 
integrates all, in-
cluding immigrants 
and refugees. These 
four verbs have been 
used by Pope Francis 
to frame our obliga-
tions toward migrant 
populations. As he 
expressed in his mes-
sage:  

 Welcoming means, above all, “offering broader options 
for migrants and refugees to enter destination countries 
safely and legally.” We must nurture societies that aim as 
much as possible to include, rather exclude. A culture of 
encounter that emphasizes humanity and inherent human 
dignity best counters anti-immigrant sentiment and wel-
coming is a vital step in that journey.  

 Protecting migrants “may be understood as a series of 
steps intended to defend the rights and dignity of mi-
grants, independent of their legal status.” The Catholic 
Church has long emphasized the importance of protecting 
the human dignity of migrants, both through the imple-
mentation of humane policies and through their accompa-
niment.  

 Promoting essentially means a “determined effort to en-
sure that all migrants and refugees – as well as the com-
munities which welcome them – are empowered to 
achieve their potential as human beings, in all the dimen-
sions which constitute their humanity.” Of importance 
here is our obligation to institute practices and policies 
that will promote and preserve the integrity of the fam-
ily, reaffirm family reunification, and make allowances 
for family members to work following their arrival to new 
destination countries. 

 Integrating emphasizes the “opportunities for intercul-
tural enrichment brought about by the presence of mi-
grants and refugees.” Although the initial act of welcom-
ing migrants is an important step, it is imperative that we 
go further and take the necessary steps that will help 
them to become active, participating members of our 
communities. us take some time during the upcoming 
National Migration Week to reflect on how we can better 
welcome, protect, promote, and integrate migrants living 
in our midst. How can we counter the globalization of 
indifference that affects us all, to some degree or an-
other? What policies can we promote that will affirm the 
dignity of migrants and better secure the common good? 
How do we work more fully to promote a Church for all? 
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      You are invited to join Catholics 
throughout the United States in a 
novena (from the Latin word novem 
meaning “nine”) of prayer and fast-
ing for a growing appreciation and 
respect for life.  Check out 
www.9daysforlife.com fior more 
information 

WE PRAY ESPECIALLY FOR….. 
—-For those deprived of their human 
needs and their human rights,  
—For young mothers everywhere, and especially those who 
have tempted to despair, 
—For those who are forgotten or thrown away, and especially 
for the poor, the sick and the aged,  
—For every person who suffers from violence,  
—For mothers, especially those wracked with fear, depression 
or despair 
—For all parents who struggle to raise their children,  
—For those condemned to die, and especially for men and 
women on death row.  

     Thanks you so much for the very generous 
donation of 200lbs of fresh pork sausage.  
This is always a popular meat choice.  Thank 
you for “going hog wild” to assist the many 
low-income families who come to the pantry. 
    During November we gave a 3-day supply 
of groceries and other essential items to 
2,337 persons in 1,071 different households.  

We co-ordinate the ministry of feeding  the poor here at  the 
food pantry, but you, by your donations are really the ones who 
“feed the poor.”    May you be richly blessed for your generous 

care for others!                   Sr. Donna  Marie  Herr O.S.B. 

VOTIVE CANDLES  
     Our Catholic tradition is rich in symbols.  One of the most 
prominent symbols is the lighted candle.  Lighted candles 
remind us of one of the earliest images of Jesus as “the light 
of the world.”  Throughout the history of the church people 
have lit candles as a way of remembering that Jesus, as the 
Light of the World, is the one who surrounds us with his love 
and protection. 
    In almost every Catholic Church, you will find a special 
place set aside for people to light blessed candles.  These 
candles have become known as Votive Candles.  Faith in 
things unseen can be bolstered by things seen—like a burning 
candle.  People light votive candles as a way of helping them 
to remember that God will take care of a friend who is sick, a 
family facing a financial  challenge.  Perhaps a candle is a 
way of remembering a mother who is about to have a baby.  
Perhaps it has been lit by someone who 
wants to pray  for their son or daughter 
who is facing some life choices.   
      Here in our church, these votive 
candles  are located in a special alcove 
on the east side of the church in which 
there is also a statue of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. These candles are here 
for your use.  The suggested donation 
for lighting one candle is $3.  The money 
for these candles can be put in the col-
lection basket at Mass or  placed in the 
mail box at the front door of the rectory.  Special thanks to 
our Altar Society for  taking care of  these votive candles.   
Proceeds from the sale of the candles is  used by the Altar 
Society to help buy the missalettes, altar bread, altar candles 
and other items  we use at mass. 

If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, 
 a roof overhead and a place to sleep ... you are  

richer than 75% of this world. 
 

If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare  
change in a dish someplace ... you are among the 

top 8% of the world's wealthy. 
 

If you woke up this morning with more health than illness ... 
you are more blessed than the  million  

who will not survive this week. 
 

If you have never experienced the danger of battle, 
the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of  torture,  

or the pangs of starvation ... you are ahead of 500 
 million people in the world. 

 
If you can attend a church meeting without fear of harassment, 

arrest, torture or death ... you are more blessed  
than three billion people in the world. 

 
If you hold up your head with a smile on your  face  

and are truly thankful . ..you are blessed 
 because the majority can, but most do not. 

 
If you can hold someone’s hand, hug them or even touch  

them on the shoulder ... you are blessed because  
you can offer the healing touch.  

 
If you can read this message, you just received a double  

blessing in that someone was thinking  of you, and  
furthermore, you are more blessed than over two 

 billion people in the world who cannot read at all. 
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Saturday 
January  25, 2020 

5 PM 

Eric Reffett 
Peter and Jodi Fehrenbacher 

Mary Loehrlein  Carolyn Hutchinson 
Mike Reffett Louis & Lexa Meridith 

Fred and Judy Gries 
 

Sunday 
January 26, 2020,  

8 AM 

Sr. Marie Therese  Debra Baumgart 
Joan Inkenbrandt 

Lisa Cook    Al Debes 

Dave Schmitt 
 

Addy Wilkinson   
 Madelyn Manger 

Tom and Donna Blythe 
 

Sunday 
January 26, 2020 

10:30 AM 

Becky Dosher  Shane Wessel 
Steve Jung  Claudia Duncan 

Jill Happe 
Jessica Reckerlhoff 

Zach Bishop  
Ellie Bishop 

Kevin Hartz Family 
 

Saturday 
February 1, 2020 

5 PM 

Chuck Jansen Bandon Werner 
Natalie Schneider 

Ron and Margaret Angermeier 
Toni Striker 

Devin Feulner 
 

Don and Alice Weis 
 

Sunday 
February 2, 20120 

8 AM 

Andy Rokosz   Sarah Duncan 
Tom and Dolores Folz 

 Jalane Weber 

Rachel Rokosz 
 

Brooklyn Helmer 
Suzanne Weis 

 

Rachel & Andy Rokosz 
 Family 

Sunday 
February 2, 2020 

10:30 AM 

Angie Will 
Dan  and Kathy Schenk 

Diane Bassemier Darlene Appler 

Jane Scheller 
 

Kurt Forcum 
 

John and Diane Bassemier 
 

Saturday 
February 8, 2020 

5 PM 

Donald Werner 
Lee and Toni Askins 

Bob and Mary Kay Fehrenbacher 
Sis Jarboe 

Chloe Stock 
 

John and Jane Luigs 
 

Sunday 
February 9, 2020 

8 AM 

Imogene Baehl  Michael Elpers 
Randy and Kathy  Fehrenbacher 

Chick Duncan 

Marcia Frey 
 

Grant Voelker  
Joshua Baehl 

Dan and Mary Ruth Lasher 
 

Sunday 
February 9, 2020 

10:30 AM 

Danielle Welege   Tricia Gerteisen  
Doris Taylor 

Addison Elpers   June Beverly 

Joyce Lewis 
 

 Parker Warren 
 

Homer and Doris Taylor 
 

Saturday 
February 15, 2020  

5 PM 

Donna Niemeier 
Eric and Karen  McDonald 
Butch and Linda Feulner 

Bernette Locklar Patrick McDonald Lee and Toni Askins 

Sunday 
February 16, 2020  

8 AM 

Brian and Ann Craney 
 Marcia Frey 

Terry Drone, Sr. Mary Therese 
Jalane Weber 

Mihret Whitehouse  
Nicole Mayer 

Dave and Sandy Schmitt 

Sunday 
February 16, 2020 

10:30 AM 

Sally Kempf  Cecelia Koch 
Joe Crowdus Kitty Deig 

Paul Hillenbrand 
Dolores Schroeder 

Ashley Jung 
Heidi Forcum 

Joyce and Glen Lewis 

DATE EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS LECTOR SERVER GIFT BEARERS 
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JANUARY 2020 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1   New Year’s 

   Day Mass  8 am 

2   NO MASS 3  7:30 am Mass 

 
Communion to 

 the Homebound 
 
 

4 Confessions 

 4-4:40 pm 
5 pm  Mass 

 
 Food Drive 
Collection 

 
Haiti Collection 

 
 

58 & 10:30 Mass 

Children’s Liturgy  
 8 & 10:30 

Coffee & Donuts 9 am 

Family Religion 
Class  9:00 am 
Confirmation 

 Retreat  12-2 pm 
BLOOD DRIVE 
8 AM—NOON 

6 
7 am-6:30pm  
Eucharistic  
Adoration 

 
 6:30 PM  MASS 

 
SCHOOL  
RESUMES 

7 
NO MASS 

 
  
 

7 pm  Choir 

8 
NO MASS 

 
Parish Staff  

Meeting 12-2 
 

REPORT CARDS 
GO HOME 

 

9 
NO MASS 

 

10 
7:30  am Mass  

 
Communion to  

the Homebound 
 

Set Up For  
Confirmation 

5-8 pm 
 

11  

Confessions 
 4-4:40 pm 

 
5 pm  Mass 

Confirmation with 
Bishop Siegel 

 
 Food Drive  
Collection 

12 8 & 10:30 

          am Masses 
 

Children’s Liturgy 
of the Word 

Family Class 9:00 
 
 

13 7 am-7 pm 

Eucharistic  
Adoration 

 
6:30 PM Mass 

 
7 pm Knights of 
St. John Meeting 

 
 

14 
 7:30 am Mass 

 
8:30  Prayer  

Service 
 
 

Choir  7 pm 
 
 

15  
7:30 am Mass 

        
Parish Staff  

Meeting 12-2 
 
 
 

16 
NO MASS 

 
 
 

7 pm  Haiti  
Ministry Meeting 

17 
7:30  am  Mass 

 
Communion to  

the Homebound 
 
 

18Confessions 

 4-4:40 pm 
   

St. Vincent  
dePaul  

 Food Collection 

 
5 pm Mass 

198 & 10:30 

          am Masses 
 

Children’s Liturgy 
of the Word 

8 & 10:30 Masses 
 

Family Class 9:00 

20 7 am-7 pm 

Eucharistic  
Adoration 

6:30 pm Mass 
 

7 pm Men’s 
 Club Meeting 

21 
7:30 am Mass 

 
6 PM School  

Board Meeting 
 

Choir  7 pm 
 

22 
7:30 am Mass 

 
Parish Staff  

Meeting 12-2 
 
 

23 
NO MASS 

 
PTO Meeting  

 6:00 

24 
7:30  Mass 

Communion  
to the  

Homebound 
 
 

25Confessions 

 4-4:40 pm 
  

St. Vincent 
dePaul   

Food Drive 
 

5 pm Mass 

268 & 10:30 

          Masses 

 
Children’s Liturgy 

of the Word 
Family Class 9:00 

 
Message 
Renewal 
 Sunday 

277 am-7 pm 

 
Eucharistic  
Adoration 

 
6:30 pm Mass 

 

28 
7:30 am Mass 

 
Choir  7 pm 

 

29 
7:30 am Mass 

 
Parish Staff  

Meeting 12-2 
 
 

30 
    NO MASS 
 

SCHOOL OPEN 
HOUSE 5-7 PM 

 
 

 318:15  Mass 

With Prayer  
Partners 

Communion  
to the  

Homebound 
 

Jr. High Ski Trip 
to Paoli Peeks 

2:30 pm—Midnight 

1 Confessions 

 4-4:40 pm 
 

5 PM Mass 
St. Vincent 

 DePaul 
  Food Drive 

Haiti Collection 
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 Tour our school 
 Discover our Catholic identity 
 Meet our principal and teachers 
 Network with current parents 
 Engage with student ambassadors 
 Explore our rigorous academic opportunities 
 Experience our safe environment 
 Learn about your families financial obligations 

WE ARE…. disciples of Christ…... 

…..smart …….kind …... prepared …… 

……. leaders …. forgiving …. worth it …… 

thankful …. world changers …. important 

…. successful …. inspired … the future …. 

committed to service …. problem solvers 

….. creative …. faithful… prayerful …. 

…... inquisitive …. generous …. welcomed 

PARISH OFFICE:  812-963-3273    
SCHOOL:OFFICE  812-963-3335    

SCHOOL FAX:  812-963-3337 
PRAYER CHAIN: 812-963-3149 

www. stjoeco.org 

 
 
 

Fr. Gene Schroeder—Pastor 
E-mail  gschroeder@evdio.org 

Ms. Kristan Gilles—Director of Liturgy/ Music 
E-mail kgilles@evo.org 

Mr. Nathan Winstead—Principal 
E-mail  nwinstead@evdio.org 
Mrs. Julie Kempf—Secretary 

E-mail  jkempf@evdio.org 
Mrs. Jessica Reckelhoff 

E-mail jreckelhoff#@evdio.org 
Coordinator of Religious Education 

 

WEEKEND MASSES:  Saturday 5pm 
Sunday 8 and 10 am 


