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Last month we began a conversation about
seeing life from another person’s point of view.
We recalled the story of the blind man in the
gospel, who said to Jesus, “I want to see.” We
talked about how, while we may all want to
“see,” our ability to see is greatly influences by the story we
tell ourselves about how life is. And we began to talk about
some of the biases that stand in the way of us being able to see
life from another person’s point of view. Brian McClearen, the
author of the book, Why Don’t They Get It, describe “bias” this
way: We all have a whole set of assumptions and limitations,
prejudices and likes, dislikes and triggers, fears and conflicts
of interest, blind spots and obsessions us from seeing what we
could and would see if we didn’t have them. Last month I
shared with you two of these biases:
CONFIRMATION BIAS
We judge new ideas based on the ease with which they
fit in with and confirm the only standard we have: old ideas,
old information, and trusted authorities. As a result,
our framing story, belief system, or paradigm
excludes whatever doesn’t fit.
and
COMPLEXITY BIAS
Along with being biased against anything that doesn’t
confirm what we already think, we have a built in bias
toward simple concepts or explanations, even if
they’re inaccurate or incomplete.
So let’s look at some of the other biases.
COMMUNITY BIAS
It’s almost impossible to see what our community
doesn’t, can’t, or won’t see.
I grew up in a very Catholic culture where all the people I
knew where Catholics. Catholics married other Catholics. That
was the way it was, until my sister introduced us to her boy
friend and future husband. He was a Baptist, had red hair, and
was from the far away land of Iowa. When you grow up thinking
Catholics are the good guys and the only ones that will go to
heaven, this kind of informaINSIDE THIS ISSUE
tion can be and was unsettling.
—Introducing our High
School Seniors………..p. 2 As the author says, when I’m in
sync with a group, I can think
—New Advertisers …………. p. 5 freely. But if I begin to think
differently from my group,
—Opportunities to Serve...p. 8 outside the box of what it considers acceptable, I will be
—Nine Days for Life……….. p. 8 faced with a painful, even agonizing choice. If I voice my
opinion I risk getting thrown
—Come and See Night
for St. Joe School……. p. 12 out of the group. Now days,

Against the backdrop of the Covid-19 pandemic, Pope
Francis has declared 2021 as the Year of St. Joseph. Joseph is
like so many ordinary people
who, though far from the limelight, exercise patience and
offer hope every day. He had
to deal with the concrete problems that are faced by other
families in the world. Joseph’s
spiritual path is not one
that explains, but accepts life
as it is, with all its contradictions, frustrations and disappointments. He did not look for shortcuts but confronted reality with open eyes and accepted personal responsibility for it.
Pope Francis invites us to pray this special prayer.

Hail, keeper of the Redeemer,
and husband of the Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his Son;
in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.
O Blessed Joseph,
show yourself a father also for us,
and guide us on the journey of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,
and defend us from all evil. Amen.
the idea of families becoming divided over one of the children
getting married to someone who is
not Catholic doesn’t have near the
energy around it as it once did.
But there are other issues, for example families dealing with children who are gay, lesbian or transgender. The same dynamic is at
work here, sometimes with the
tragic result of many fractured
family relationships.
If I do dare to speak out about
an idea that is unacceptable to a community to which I belong, I will quickly discover the power of our next bias:
COMPLEMENTARY BIAS
If you are hostile to my ideas, I’ll be hostile to yours.
If you are curious and respectful toward my ideas,
I’ll respond in kind
Most of us would rather be persuaded by people who treat
us and our current ideas with respect rather than disdain. We
like to be persuaded by people who like us, but we find it in(Continued on page 6)

The Carpenter—January, 2021

Ryan Fehrenbacher

Ryan is the son of Chris and Rhonda
Fehrenbacher and a senior at Mater
Dei High School.
He has a younger
sister Rachel. What’s it like being the
older brother? “Well we’re pretty different and we like different things in
life. But she’s my sister and that’s the
important thing.” A great family story
is that things did not start off well,
when Rachel became part of the family. “I wasn’t too thrilled about having
a little sister at that time, and when they brought her home, I
had put up a sign in the front yard that said “Baby sister for
sale. But I got over that hurdle!”
Ryan is a hands on kind of person who enjoys the outdoors
and enjoys working on different projects. That makes him a
perfect fit to work with his dad, Uncle Keith and Grandpa Gary
at Fehrenbacher Wood Specialties. For his junior and senior
year, Ryan has been attending the Career and Technical School
as part of his schooling. “Last year we learned about different
CAD (Computer Assisted Drawing) systems and robotic machines
for woodworking. All that was part of learning about Industrial
Maintenance. For the second semester of his senior year he
will be doing an internship program through the Career and
Technical Center and will be working with his dad at the Wood
Specialties Shop. Next year, Ryan plans to continue working in
the family business. “I might try to pursue a business degree
through USI which would help me to learn more of the bookkeeping and sales side of the business. “
Going to Mater Dei has given Ryan a lot of good memories.
I played football my freshman year and I was part of the super
mileage team my sophomore year. I haven’t been involved in a
lot of other activities since most of my time has been taken up
with working with my dad. I’ve had some good teachers at
Mater Dei. I remember taking class with Mrs. Mitchell who
taught geography class. We talked a lot about different views
on government and politics. Even though we didn’t see things
from the same perspective, she taught me a lot about talking
about issues in a clear and understandable way. It helped me
learn how important it is to respect others even if we don’t
share the same perspective on life. I really enjoyed taking
class from Mrs. Loefler, too. She was always supportive and
you had the sense that she really wanted the best for you. I’m
going to miss hanging out with friends. But I guess the biggest
thing I’m going to miss is the care free sense of life. You could
just enjoy the time without having to worry about all the things
that you have to take care of later in life.”
Ryan attended grade school here at St. Joe. He’s the fourth
generation of Fehrenbacher’s who have graduated from St. Joe.
When asked about his memories from grade school he was quick
to say “the school lunches--they were the best. The teachers
that we had were the best. And I remember Fr. Gene coming
to distribute our report cards each year.”
Ryan formed some good friendships from his grade school
years especially with Ayden Elpers and Zach Schneider. “We all
enjoy working on trucks. We like to do a lot of outdoor things
like going fishing and riding our four wheelers around.
Family life is a big part of Ryan’s life. Among his biggest
influences are his mom and dad. “If I have a sweet side, it
comes from my mom. She’s the kind of person who can talk to
anyone. She always ready to take on a challenge from baking
cakes to driving a school bus. I think I get my sense of determi-
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nation from my dad. We have a lot of folks in the family who
are pretty strong willed about different issues. One of the best
things I have learned from my dad is that even if you don’t always know how to do something, you keep working at it to figure
it out.
As a family, they enjoy going boating especially in the summer
time at Kentucky Lake. “We also have some special fairly traditions at Christmas—driving through Garvin Park to see the Fantasy of Lights Display, having Christmas morning breakfast at my
Grandpa Fehrenbacher’s house and watching the movie “Elf.”
WORDS OF WISDOM: “I think it is important to trust yourself
enough to make your own path in life. You don’t want to just be
like everyone else. I’d like people to remember me as a person
who tried to be friends with everyone and to be there for people. Of course it can be hard at times trying to keep everyone
happy. What I’ve learned is that you can’t always do this. You
do the best you can and you try to be as kind as you can to everyone. Having good friends is pretty important too. When my
friend Zach’s dad died last year, it really brought us a lot closer
together. Since we couldn’t go the funeral home or to the funeral because of the covid pandemic, we all arranged a big drive
through parade of cars by their house. I learned that simple
gestures like this are really important. Working in a family business can be a real blessing and it can be challenging too. I’ve
learned how important it is to just show up to work when you’re
supposed to. And how important it is to listen and take in all
kinds of information. But you always can’t be afraid to ask
questions and even offer your input. It can be quite a balancing
act to know when to just listen and when to talk.”

Danielle Gries

Danielle is the daughter of Laura and
Steve Gries. She is a senior at Mater
Dei. Her older brother, Gabe, is pursuing a degree in Electrical Engineering at
the University of Evansville and her
younger brother, Ben, is a freshman at
Mater Dei.
There is a quiet confidence about
Danielle which is reflected in the wide
variety of activities that she has been
involved in during her high school years.
She was selected as one of the individuals honored at the Tomorrow’s Work
Force Luncheon sponsored by the development office of Memorial and Mater Dei. She is serving as
president of her senior class. She has been a member of the
National Honor Society for the past two years and is currently
serving as the treasurer of this group. She also serves as part of
the Peer Mediation Group at Mater Dei. “We try to resolve any
disputes that might arise between students with other students
or faculty and staff. Although I haven’t had to be a part of a
mediation process, we’ve had a lot of training in trying to listen
and understand other people and their points of view. I can tell
you it takes a lot of hard work to do this.”
Danielle has also been a member of the girls soccer team
throughout her four years. “Being a part of the soccer team was
probably the highlight of my high school years. I was fortunate
to be part of three state championship teams. That’s something
I probably won’t really appreciate until much later. This past
year, I had some physical issues that prevented me from playing, but I still wanted to be part of the team, so I joined forces
with Jordan Elpers to become the student manager for the
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team. This job involves taking care of lots of details that I really
didn’t think about when I was playing.”
Danielle has also been a member of the girls track and field
team where she ran the 400 meters and the 1600 meter relay.
The high light of her years was being part of the relay team in
her sophomore year that set the school record the 1600 meter
relay at Mater Dei.
Another highlight of her years at Mater Dei was being selected for the basketball homecoming court during her junior
year and the football homecoming court her senior year. “It was
a little different this year because of the covid pandemic. We
had the festivities at school rather than at the football game.
Lots of folks worked hard to make it a great experience in spite
of all the challenges.
Above and beyond all this, Danielle has spent a lot of energy
with her academic work. “I’ve had some great teachers through
the years. I’ve taken a lot of math and science classes and one
of the challenging teachers I have had is Mr. Vogel. I’m taking
an anatomy class with him now. He really pushes you to do your
best. It’s a lot of hard work, but there is a real sense of accomplishment once you get through. The other teacher that had a
lot of influence on me was Mrs. Denofrio who taught English.
Initially I wasn’t too impressed with her style of teaching, it didn’t make a whole lot of sense to me. But I decided I would work
at trying to figure out why she was teaching the way she was.
I’m glad I took the time to do this, because in the end I really
enjoyed her class and have come to really like her as a person.
Next year, Danielle plans to pursue a career as a nurse practitioner. “I’ll have to get my nursing degree first and then take
the extra work to become a nurse practitioner. I’m looking at
USI, U of E, Murray State or Bellarmine University as possible
schools. A lot will depend upon what scholarships I get and what
is the most financially feasible place to go.
Danielle graduated from St. Joe Grade School. “We had a
great class. Everyone got along together. I liked the fact that it
was a small place and everyone knew each other. My teachers
were great.
I remember especially Mrs. Elpers and Mrs.
Daugherty. They introduced us to harder math and science
class. Their classes were pretty challenging but you always
knew that they wanted you to succeed. I remember Mrs. Will
too. She was a great teacher but what I really liked about her
was that she was so easy to talk to and you knew that she cared
about us. She wasn’t just concerned about what happened in
class but all the things that were happening in our lives.
Family has been a big influence in Danielle’s life. My mom
and dad have been a great support. My dad has taught us a
great work ethic. If you want things in life you have to be willing to put the hard work into it to achieve it. My mom has a
great caring spirit. She’s very organized and has taught me the
value of having a goal in life. And she is great for helping me to
make a plan to achieve the goal. I like having an older brother
that I can talk to about things. He’s been a big help as I plan for
college. And I enjoy being a big sister to my younger brother.
He’s just a lot of fun to be around.”
Danielle talks about blessings of being able to get together
with her extended family as well. “My mom’s side of the family
is much smaller than my dad’s side and they mostly live out of
town so we don’t get the chance to be with them as often as we
would like. The pandemic has made it even harder to get together. Dad’s side of the family is much closer, but even with
them, we haven’t been able to get together as much as we did.
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I’ve really enjoyed being together with my cousins who are
living on the farm where my dad grew up. I’ve been around
cows and calves and butchering and all the other things that
are part of farm life. Those are special memories.
What does she do to relax? “I enjoy cooking and baking. I
like the preciseness of baking and have tried out all kinds of
new recipes. I enjoy trying out a new recipe to fix for our
family’s meals.
WORDS OF WISDOM: “I think one of the biggest things I
have learned living through this pandemic is how important it
is to appreciate the people and events that are a part of life
now. I think it is important not to miss out on the opportunities that are available to you. Enjoy the experiences that you
have now. Don’t put things off till the future. If something is
important, do it now. Learning to live in the present helps you
not to take things for granted. I think it also important to develop a plan for your future, but at the same time, you don’t
want to get so stressed out worrying about whether or not you
are doing the right thing. Sometimes it is important to take
the next step and just do something. Even if we don’t do
things as well as we wanted to, it’s not the end of the world.
Hunter Gillenwater
Hunter was spending some days in
quarantine due to the coronavirus
pandemic, when we talked.
“Actually this is the second time I’ve
been quarantined because I was a
close contact with someone who
contracted the covid virus. The first
time I was able to pass the time by
going fishing but now it’s a little
different especially with semester
finals coming up. I think they are
going to let me take finals at school
but I have to be isolated in a special room. It’s been different
going to school during a pandemic. It’s not what we want and
sometimes things just stink, but you just have to suck it up and
do what you have to do. Actually I have found that there is a
lot of time for reflecting on the things that really matter in
life. Sometimes there are things in life that are beyond your
control and you have to learn to make the best of it. I’ve
spent a lot of time thinking about how God is a part of all this
as well.”
Hunter is the youngest song of Bill and Melissa Gillenwater
and the younger brother of Grant Gillenwater who is a sophomore at the University of Alabama which is also his mother’s
alma mater. Pray for the family...there could be a show down
coming if Alabama happens to play Notre Dame (Bill’s favorite
team) for the college football championship!
(Continued on page 4)
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In addition to all his academic work at school, Hunter has
also been involved in student government at Mater Dei where he
is a senior. This year he is serving as police chief for the Mater
Dei community. He has also been a member of the Peer Mediation Group working to resolve differences among individual students. “You have to work at trying to help people take a deep
breath and try to understand another person’s point of view.”
Hunter has also been a member of the Spanish Club. In his
freshman and senior year he was also a member of the football
homecoming court. This year he escorted his fellow St. Joe
Classmate, Danielle Gries. In his freshman year, Hunter was a
member of the football team, but for the past three years has
decided to focus his energy on playing lacrosse. “We didn't get
to have a season last year because of the pandemic, but we’re
hoping we will be able to play some matches this year.”
Hunter graduated from St. Joe Grade School before going to
Mater Dei. In both places Hunter speaks highly of the teachers
he has had. “I always knew they wanted the best for me. But
what I have appreciated at both places was the friendships I’ve
had with others. A lot of these friendships go back to my grade
school years, and there have been new friendships I have
formed in high school. I think my friends are the ones who have
had the biggest influence on me .”
Next year Hunter is thinking about pursuing a degree in
business at IU or USI. He’s been working at American Legacy
Fishing for the past year and that has given him a good insight
into the whole business world. He’s also thinking about working
with his dad in his business, Thrust Industries. “I like living here
so I could see myself working in this area and raising a family.”
Hunter enjoys spending time outdoors especially going fishing at some of the local lakes. He also enjoys going deer hunting. This year he has developed his skills in bow hunting. It was
his dad that introduced him to the world of hunting and fishing
and it is something he continues to enjoy doing with him. And
there is the added benefit of enjoying some great fish frys and
some great meals fixed with deer meat. “I like the peacefulness of fishing or spending time in the woods in a deer stand.
You have a lot of quiet time to reflect on things in life.” Most
recently Hunter has also taken up playing golf. “I’m still learning the game, so when we play it’s not as serious as some other
golfers.
I
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Applications for tuition assistance are now available for
parents wishing to apply for Mater Dei High School tuition assistance for the 2021-2022 school year. Hard copies of applications are available at Mater Dei and at our school and parish
office. To download and complete the application online go to
www.materdeiwildcats.com; select “Enrollment”, then
“Tuition and Financial Assistance”. The
priority deadline for applying this year is
March 1, 2021. Questions? Please contact
Jill Seiler at Mater Dei (812-426-2258, ext.
322) or email jseiler@evdio.org.
most is sharing a meal and watching movies. They are simple
things but they are pretty special. I think being able to have
good friends is pretty important. It’s great to have folks who
care about you and are there to support you in the good times
and the bad times. I think it is important to learn how to live
in the moment and appreciate what you have. Things go by
fast. It feels just like yesterday that I was beginning high
school. I think you need to learn how to manage your time well
especially with classes, jobs and extracurricular activities.
Having a job can teach you about other things, like learning
how to be dependable and to follow through with what you say
you are going to do. It can also help you learn how to manage
money well.

Ayden Elpers

Ayden is very much of a “hands on”
kind of guy, so it comes as no surprise
that we had to schedule our meeting
in between his latest adventure—
cutting firewood. The idea is to cut
fire wood and sell it. He’s thinking
$100 for a pickup load, if you are interested! “Hard woods are the best to
find because they burn better and you
want to avoid pine and cedar trees
because the sap in these trees makes it
not very ideal for burning in a fireplace.” He’s comfortable working with
tools like a chain saw (his brand is Stiehl but that may be because that’s the one he borrows from his dad). He also enjoys
using the skit steer loader that he learned to operate while
working with his grandpa, Larry Schenk. “I helped him dig some
basements for the houses he was building and I also learned
how to lay tile in some of these homes.” And he has enjoyed
working with his great uncle, Jerry Elpers at his farm. Lots of
big equipment to drive there!
Ayden is the son of Craig of Laura Elpers. His older sister
Alexa is going to Marian University in Indianapolis and his
younger sister, Ava, is a sophomore at Reitz High School.
Ayden is a senior at Mater Dei. For the last two years he has
also been attending the Southern Indiana Career and Technical
Center where he has been taking class in precision machine
works. For his last semester of his senior year, he will be working at an internship program through the Career and Technical
Center and he will be working with his dad at Dexterous Mold
and Tool. It’s the company his grandpa, Gene Elpers started
and where his uncle Brian also works. The internship is a
pretty good deal because you go to work and get paid for it and
it counts for school. Of course the payment schedule may be
up to his dad and his grandpa!
(Continued on page 5)

The Carpenter—January, 2021

Fifty-three area businesses support our parish each
week by taking an ad in our
bulletin and newsletter. Their
generosity enables us to publish our bulletin each week and
publish and mail our newsletter
each month and our annual
Parish Directory of Activities.
This year we welcome two
new advertisers: Debbie Clem
Realtors and Jodi Fehrenbacher
at Team McClintock Realtors.
Jodi and Debbie are both members of our parish.
This is a great time to say “thanks” to them and all our
advertisers and to support them by taking advantage of
the services they offer!
(Continued from page 4)

Ayden has enjoyed his time at Mater Dei, even though taking classes and book learning is not his most favorite thing. He
was on the freshman football team and was a part of the supermilage team in his sophomore year. ‘I enjoyed that and I
probably should have continued with them but most of my
time has been working with dad or my grandparents. One of
the teachers I will especially remember is Mr. Wathen who
taught Theology class. He taught us a lot about church history
and I’d have to say that I learned more things abut the church
that I never knew.”
Ayden graduated from St. Joe Grade School. Aside from
the good teachers, Ayden’s biggest memory is the friendships
he formed with several guys in his class—Zach Schneider,
Hunter Gillenwater, Ryan Fehrenbacher and Blake Weidner.
These friendships have continued through high school.
Through the years they have enjoyed riding four wheelers,
going fishing, or just hanging out with one another. Now that
they are older, they have become “truck” guys. He hasn’t yet
determined a fierce loyalty to a particular brand of truck, but
that may come in years to come. Guys and their trucks, you
know!
The death of his friend Zach’s dad, Jeff Schneider, has
helped Ayden to appreciate the value of good friends. “It’s
important to have friends who are with you in the good times
and the bad times. You find out who are the people who really
have your back and how important it is to just have someone
to talk to.”
Next year, Ayden plans on attending Vincennes University
where he will take classes in precision machine works. Then
he hopes to join his dad and uncle and grandpa working at Dexterous Mold and Tool. He’ll be the third generation of Elpers
working at this company.
Family plays a big part of Ayden’s life. He counts them as
having the most influence on his life. From his dad he has

CONFIRMATION RETREAT
Sunday, January 24 from 11:30—2:30.
CONFIRMATION—SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2021
Bishop Joseph Siegel will be with us at our
5:00 p.m. Mass to confirm our
young men and women
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learned the value of hard work. Working in a family business can
be a great blessing and a great challenge and he sees his dad as
showing him how to successfully navigate this world. “I appreciate the fact that he is willing to listen to me. He’s always been
the one who encourages me to come to him with any problems in
my life. My mom has taught me a lot about how important it is to
appreciate family. I’ve also learned from her how important it is
to be compassionate toward others.” As the only boy in the family, with an older and a younger sister, he gets to take on the
protective brother role. “I try to be there for them. My older
sister has shown me how important it is to put the time and effort
into doing something. She’s worked really hard at playing tennis
and now plays tennis at Marian University. I think of my younger
sister Ava, as ‘Sweet Ava’. She’s a sophomore at Reitz and really
doing great.”
Ayden is also part of large extended family. There are lots of
Schenk’s from his mom’s side, and lots of Elpers’ and Goedde’s
from his dad’s side of the family. That usually means lots of
gatherings for the holidays which always involves a lot of food.
When you get to some of the larger extended family members,
there are too many cousins to keep track of. Outside of holiday
gatherings, family reunions are pretty much the only time they
get to connect with one another.
WORDS OF WISDOM: “I’ve been blessed with a great family.
Being around grandparents is something I really enjoy. Sometimes you have this experience, but you don’t necessarily appreciate it at the time. So, I think it is important to count the blessings you have in life. My parents keep reminding me how important it is to hold your love ones close to you. I think it is also important to develop good work habits—show up, be dependable,
listen to what others are trying to tell you. Be a man of your
word.

Jordan Elpers

No doubt about it, this past year has
certainly taken some adjustments for
Jordan as she navigates her way through
her senior year at Mater Dei. She is the
daughter of Brian and Mandy Elpers, the
younger sister to Addison and older sister to Brendan. Despite all the complications with the pandemic, her career
at Mater Dei has been a full one. In
addition to all her academic work, she
has served as the manager of the girls
soccer team for the past two years. “I liked being around all the
people on the team and so someone asked if I would be interested in serving as the team manager. I’m mostly responsible for
keeping statistics on each player. It’s been a great experience
especially winning the state championship last year.” Jordan has
also been a member of the girls track and field team. Her specialty is the pole vault. “We didn’t get to have a season last year
because of the pandemic, but we’re hoping things will be different this year.”
Jordan has also been a member of the Peer Mediation Team
for Mater Dei, a member of the Spanish club, a member of the
pep club and the Mat Cats that work with the wrestling team.
These last two clubs are all about supporting the players and providing lots of support for them through the school. She has also
been part of the Fresh Beginnings team that works to help incoming freshman get to know each other and become adjusted to
high school. This past year, a big focus for Jordan has been working at the west side Hacienda. She works as a hostess and also
works in the kitchen where she works at the cold station, preparing all the different toppings used in various dishes.
(Continued on page 6)
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In her academic work, Jordan has been focusing on math
and science courses that will help her pursue a career in
nursing. When we met, she was preparing for her semester
final in human anatomy with Mr. Vogel. “He’s a good
teacher and he really challenges you to do what you don't
often think you can. Next year, Jordan hopes to go to USI to
get a degree in nursing. “My dream is to be a labor and delivery nurse.
I’ve been around hospitals and I’ve always
thought this was would be a good fit for me.”
Jordan graduated from St. Joe grade school. One of the
blessings for her has been the friendships she has formed
with her grade school classmates that have continued
through high school. “I had a lot of great teachers there. I
remember Mrs. Hill and Mr. Goedde, our eighth grade
teacher. We always told him that we knew we were his favorite class!”
Being a part of St. Joe Grade School was a lot like being
part of St. Joe Parish. “It’s a small place where people know
one another and try to support one another.” Through the
years, Jordan has been a part of many of the activities of the
parish from serving at Mass to helping out at the summer
social where she worked with her aunt, Betty Fehrenbacher,
in the dining room.
Being part of a family has been a central part of Jordan’s
life. “It’s great when we have the chance to have a meal
together or watch a movie together. As we have gotten
older, that has happened less, but one of the blessings that
has come out of living through the pandemic has been that
we are home a lot more and get the chance to be together
more. This past Thanksgiving, for example, we just gathered
with our family and dad fixed some barbecued ribs for our
meal. It was great.”
No doubt, two of the biggest influences in Jordan’s life
have been her parents. “My mom is a pretty determined
person and will tell you what she thinks. She’s taught me
how important it is to stand up for what you believe in. One
of the other things she has taught me is how importent it is
to be kind. My dad is a lot more laid back. He’s taught me a
lot about having a good work ethic. Both my parents have
taught me that you need to work hard and do your best in
school and if you do this, it will pay off in the end. My older
sister, Addison, has been a really good friend to me. We can
talk about all the things that have happened in life, and,
being an older sister, she’s given me a lot of good advice. My
younger brother, Brendan, is just fun to be around. We’ve
gotten closer, since my sister moved out when she went to
college. I take him to school everyday and this gives us the
chance for some special time together.”
Extended family members also figure prominently in Jordan’s life. “My mom’s side of the family is much smaller
than dad’s side. Her parents and two of her sisters have
died, so there is less family to be with. We still try to stay
connected with them especially during the holidays. Dad’s
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side is just bigger, with all the Elpers cousins and the Goedde
cousins from my grandma’s side. My grandma Elpers loves to cook
and have the whole family at her house for special holidays. It’s
been great to get together with my cousins. That’s one of the
things I have missed because we haven’t been able to get together
because of the pandemic.”
WORDS OF WISDOM: “One of the things I have learned is to
learn how to keep things in perspective in life. The thing that
helped me to learn this was going through some serious back surgery at Riley Hospital when I was a freshman. Being in a hospital
can give you a different perspective on life. I think I have learned,
too, that you don’t want to hold grudges in life. You need to learn
what are the important things in life and not get all worked up
about things that aren’t that important. I think it is also important
to learn how to manage your time. Going to school, participating
in different activities and going to work are all good ways to help
you learn how to manage your time. It’s important, as well, to not
put things off till later. What you get out of something will depend a lot upon how much effort you put into it in the first place.
Learn how to make friends with others. You can work with people
and be friendly with them, even if you don’t always share the
same opinions in life. Having a good work ethic is also important.
That will help you show even on the days when you don’t necessarily feel like showing up.”
(Continued from page 1)

sulting and demeaning to be
persuaded by people who look down on us or treat us badly. This
bias explains why very often the people who have the biggest influence on us are people who like us and treat us graciously even
when they see our faults, blind spots, and weaknesses. Their kindness opens us to their wisdom. Another old saying captures this
bias: people don’t care how much you know until they know how
much you care.
COMPETENCY BIAS
We don’t know how much
(or little) we know because
we don’t know how much
(or little) others know.
In other words, incompetent
people assume that most other
people are about as incompetent
as they are. As a result, they
underestimate their incompetence, and consider themselves
at least of average competence. Meanwhile, competent people
assume that most people are about as competent as they are,
which means that they underestimate their competence. They
don’t know how far above average they actually are.
Competency Bias can make unknowledgeable people assume
they already know what you want to tell them. They become overconfident and unwilling to learn because they assume they already
get it. And conversely, Competency Bias can make knowledgeable
people under-confident and unwilling to stand firm in the face of
uninformed opinion or misinformation
CONSCIOUSNESS BIAS
Some things simply can’t
be seen from where I am
right now. But if I keep
growing, maturing, and
developing, someday I will
be able to see what is now
inaccessible to me.
Consider this: a child
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learning basic addition or simple multiplication tables isn’t ready
for an algebraic equation yet, much less a differential equation
or calculus problem, no matter how smart he or she is. The
child’s limitation isn’t simply a lack of intelligence; it’s a lack of
development. Similarly, some insights are beyond people who are
in a stage where they immediately judge things by such as like/
dislike, us/them, good/bad, right/wrong, familiar/unfamiliar.
Other insights are beyond people who are in a stage of pragmatic
thinking, where everything is a problem to be solved or game to
be won. Still other insights are beyond people in a stage where
everything is a deception waiting to be unmasked or a powerplay
waiting to be exposed. Those insights are only accessible to people who see from a place of deep openness and compassion, beyond the judgments of earlier stages.
Each stage of our life helps us see some things, even as it
hinders us from seeing other things. If you’re not ready to get it,
you just won’t get it, because you can’t. Each new stage builds
on the stage it grows beyond, so you can think of each new stage
as a ring on a tree, including and transcending what went before.
COMFORT OR COMPLACENCY BIAS
I prefer not to have my comfort disturbed.
This means that if you bring me information that emotionally disturbs me, arguments that
demand action from me, or new understandings that challenge me to do
something difficult, strenuous, upsetting, or risky, my brain would
rather ignore, reject, or resist you in
order to preserve the equilibrium I
currently enjoy. It’s as if my brain
has a circuit breaker that switches
off anytime it feels threatened with a high or uncomfortable
demand. Psychologists call this psychic numbing or speak of compassion fatigue, and it’s what makes it so easy for me to simply
change the channel when unpleasant news comes on, or hit dismiss when a certain incoming call shows up on my phone. My
brain doesn’t want to take on more responsibility than it can
handle, or better put, more than it currently is handling. In fact,
whenever I take the plunge and get involved, I have to overcome
comfort or complacency bias first.
CONSERVATIVE/LIBERAL BIAS
I lean toward nurturing fairness and kindness, or towards
strictly enforcing purity, loyalty, liberty, and authority,
as an expression of my political identity.
For many years now, psychologists and political theorists
have been studying the brains and thinking patterns of people
who identify as conservative and liberal, and their discoveries
are fascinating. First, they found that all or nearly all moral arguments fit into six categories: fairness vs. unfairness; kindness
versus cruelty; purity versus degradation; loyalty versus betrayal; liberty versus oppression; authority versus rebellion.
Next, they found out that people who identify as liberal or
progressive favor arguments about fairness and kindness, and
tend to be suspicious of arguments based on purity,
loyalty, liberty, and authority (probably because they
have seen these arguments
used to undermine fairness
and kindness). Then, they
found out that people who
identify as conservative or
traditional are comfortable with all six lines of argument.
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This may help explain why conservatives often feel they
are more moral than their liberal counterparts: they can
sense that they’re running on more cylinders, so to speak,
than their counterparts. These differences suggest that liberals work with a “nurturing parent “model, assuming that
people want to be good and do right, but just need to be
encouraged and supported to do so. In contrast, conservatives work with a “strict father” model, assuming that people are lazy and ad and need strict discipline, threats of punishment, and tough treatment to keep them in line.
CONFIDENCE BIAS
I am attracted to confidence,
even if it is false.
I often prefer the bold lie
to the hesitant truth.
This bias makes sense if we
remember how our brains are
wired by millions of years of
evolution to alert us to and
protect us from danger. In a
time of danger, we look for the
bold, confident leader who
won’t waste time in indecision and will lead us to safety,
fast. The problem is that certain people learn to manipulate our built-in preference for confidence. We call these
manipulators confidence artists. They learn to use our susceptibility to their confidence for their advantage, which
explains why con artists and con men often win political
elections and make a lot of money too. Meanwhile, honest
and humble people, people who may in fact be far more
trustworthy, don’t attract our confidence because they
don’t barge in with boldness and brashness..
CATASTROPHE BIAS
I remember dramatic catastrophes but don’t
notice gradual decline (or improvement).
You may have heard an old story about a frog who was
put in a pot that was heated so gradually that it never
jumped out As we’ve already seen, our brains have evolved
to protect us from danger, so dangerous situations make a
big impression on us. For example, we may remember exactly where we were standing the moment when we first
heard about this or that
catastrophe, or we may
feel triggered by words,
sounds, or situations
that remind us of
trauma we have experienced. That’s why we
say,
switching
from
frogs to cats, that a cat
that sits on a hot tove
will never sit on a hot
stove again, and in fact, will never sit on a cold stove either.
One stove-related catastrophe is enough to make all stoves
worth avoiding entirely, forever!
If we experience gradual change or decline, our danger
reflexes aren’t activated, so we often sit in the pot with he
frog until the water boils (and we boil with it). Catastrophe
Bias helps explain why we can get people to prepare for a
dangerous weather emergency — an incoming tornado, hurricane, or blizzard, for example — but not climate change that
happens less dramatically, even though its consequences will
(Continued on page 8)
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Be an island of mercy in
a sea of indifference.
Pope Francis

Not all of us can do great things, but
we can do small things with great love.
Mother Teresa of Calcutta

SPECIAL COLLECTION THIS MONTH FOR
THE CHURCH IN LATIN AMERICA

Your gift helps fellow Catholics in Latin America and the
Caribbean who are rich in spirit but lacking in material resources
to participate more fully in the life of the Church.
Several recent grants to the Collection were used to train
seminarians; provide pastoral care
with those infected with HIV/
AIDS; provide formation training
to pastoral ministers in rural parishes; provide formation to high
school students to serve as pastoral agents; and develop and
execute diocesan pastoral plans.
Over the past five years, the
Collection for the Church in Latin
America has faithfully distributed
87 percent of its annual income as
pastoral grants. Please contribute generously. For more information, visit their website at
www.usccb.org/latinamerica.

You are invited to join Catholics throughout the United
States in a novena (from the Latin word
novem meaning “nine”) of prayer and
fasting for a growing appreciation and
respe ct for life.
Check out
www.9daysforlife.com for more information
WE PRAY ESPECIALLY FOR…..
—-For those deprived of their human
needs and their human rights,
—For young mothers everywhere, and
especially those who have tempted to despair,
—For those who are forgotten or thrown away, and especially for
the poor, the sick and the aged,
—For every person who suffers from violence,
—For mothers, especially those wracked with fear, depression or
despair
—For all parents who struggle to raise their children,
—For those condemned to die, and especially for men and
women on death row.
Thanks to the St. Joe Men’s Club for the donation of sausage
to the Food Pantry. That is a popular meat choice item. Thanks
for your continued donations of food, It helped us give a 4 day
syupply of groceries to all the folks who come. We continue to
see new faces daily becasue of the covid pandemic.
Sr. Donna Marie OSB

be far more catastrophic in the long run. It also explains
why, say, certain political or media figures can gradually
erode standards of decency, undermine long-held values, or
make what was once appalling seem normalized and acceptable: they introduce the change gradually and steadily, like
a drip-drip-drip rather than like a sudden flood, so our
brain’s catastrophe esponses are never activated.
CONTACT BIAS
When I don’t have intense and sustained personal
contact with “the other,” my prejudices and
false assumptions go unchallenged.
Think of the child who is told by people he trusts that
people of another race, religion, culture, sexual orientation,
or class are dirty and dangerous.
You can immediately see the self
-reinforcing cycle: those people
are dirty or dangerous, so I will
distrust and avoid them, which
means I will never have sustained and respectful interactive
contact with them, which means
I will never discover that they
are actually wonderful people to
be around.
In this way, the prejudice
cycle spins on, unchallenged
across generations. As prejudice persists, it becomes embedded in cultures and institutions, creating systems of racism
and hatred, marginalizing groups who are stigmatized, dehumanized, scapegoated, exploited, oppressed, and even
killed.
This bias helps explain why “the mysterious stranger”
plays such an important role in literature and film. When
someone unfamiliar arrives and disrupts our normal social
patterns, we may reject or even kill them. But if we are
willing to listen to them and learn from them, we can break
out of our contact bias, which opens us to eeing life in a new
way. (Think of E.T.,for example.)
CASH BIAS
It’s hard for me to see something when my way
of making a living requires me not to see it.
Back in the days of slavery, white slaveholders and their
associates resisted seeing the full humanity and equality of
the people they were enslaving. Blinded by massive profits,
they couldn’t imagine abolishing slavery because it would,
they said, “destroy the economy.” Similarly, back in the
1960’s, tobacco company executives were the last to accept
clear data that showed a link between smoking and lung cancer. The Cash Bias is one of the most powerful biases of all,
one of the easiest to understand, and one of the hardest to
overcome.
CONSPIRACY BIAS
Under stress or shame, our
brains are attracted to
stories that relieve us,
exonerate us, or portray
us as innocent victims of
malicious conspirator
In short, when we feel powerless, threatened, or ashamed,
we seek someone to blame, and we are suckers for stories
that get us off the hook.
These stories wouldn’t feel so
(Continued on page 12)
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As we continue to navigate through this coronavirus pandemic, the liturgical ministers we need for
our weekend Masses are limited to our lectors and, when the need arises, one Eucharistic minister.
We have printed this schedule in case things move back to our normal routine.
DATE

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

Saturday
January 23, 2021
5 PM

Lee Askins
Peter and Jodi Fehrenbacher
Mary Loehrlein Carolyn Hutchison

Sunday
January 24, 2021
8 AM

Al Debes Sarah Duncan
Tom and Dolores Folz
Jalane Weber

Sunday
January 24, 2021
10:30 AM

Diane Bassemier Darlene Appler
Danielle Schmitt
Tricia Gerteisen Doris Taylor

Saturday
January 30, 2021
5 PM

Chuck Jansen Brandon Werner
Natalie Schneider
Ron and Margaret Angermeier

Sunday
January 31, 2021
8 AM

Imogene Baehl Michael Elpers
Randy and Kathy Fehrenbacher
Chick Duncan

LECTOR

SERVER

GIFT BEARERS

Sis Jarboe

Patrick McDonald

Fred and Judy Gries

Marcia Frey

Conner Frey
Kylie Frey

Larry and Henrietta Happe

Jane Scheller

Toni Askins

Dennis Niemeier

Ashley and
Gabe Jung

Jim and Jane Scheller

Patrick McDonald

Don and Alice Weis

Parker Baumeyer

Tom and Donna Blythe

Troy
Gerteisen

Randy and Darlene Appler

Sunday
January 31, 2021
10:30 AM

Addison Elpers Tricia Gertiesen
Sally Kempf Cecelia Koch
Joe Crowdus

Saturday
February 6, 2021
5 PM

Donald Werner
Lee and Toni Askins
Bob and Mary Kay Fehrenbacher

Sunday
February 7, 2021
8 AM

Jean Duncan
Bryan and Ann Craney
Marcia Frey Terry Drone

Sunday
February 7, 2021
10:30 AM

Kitty Deig Paul Hillenbrand
Amy Cody Jena Wessel
Jason Gertiesen

Jane Scheller

Saturday
February 13, 2021
5 PM

Donna Niemeier
Eric and Karen McDonald
Butch and Linda Feulner

Toni Askins

Devin Feulner

Lee and Toni Askins

Sunday
February 14, 2021
8 AM

Rodney and Paula Baehl
Sr. Marie Therese
Dave and Betty Fehrenbacher

Donna Blankenberger

Addy Wilkinson
Madelynn Manger

Dave and Sandy Schmitt

Sunday
February 14, 2021
10:30 AM

Rachel Schnaus Jason Gerteisen
Becky Dosher Shane Wessel
Steve Jung

Jessica Reckelhoff

Kurt Forcum
Parker Warren

Kevin Hartz Family

Mandy Elpers

Mike Reffett

Terry Drone

Louis & Lexa Meredith

Ben Gries and Ian Simmons

Katelyn and Zach Bishop

John and Jane Luigs

Dan and Mary Ruth Lasher

Mike Forcum Family
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JANUARY 2021

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1 8 am Mass

SATURDAY

2 Confessions
4-4:40 pm
5 pm Mass

Food Drive
Collection
Haiti Collection

38 & 10:30 Mass 4
Family Religion
Class 9:00 am
Food Drive
Collection

7 am-6:30pm
Eucharistic
Adoration
SCHOOL
RESUMES

5

7:30 AM Mass

6

7:30 AM MASS

7

NO MASS

8

7:30 am Mass

9

Parish Staff
Meeting 12-2

Confessions
4-4:40 pm
Food Drive
Collection

6:30 PM MASS
Haiti Collection

10

8 & 10:30
am Masses

Family Class 9:00
Food Drive
Collection

178 & 10:30

am Masses

Family Class 9:00
Food Drive
Collection

248 & 10:30

Masses
Confirmation
Retreat 12-2 pm
Food Drive
Collection

318 &10:30

am Masses

11

7 am-7 pm
Eucharistic
Adoration

7:30 am Mass

13

7:30 am Mass

7 am-7 pm
Eucharistic
Adoration
6:30 pm Mass

NO MASS

15

7:30 am Mass

16Confessions
4-4:40 pm

Food Drive
Collection
7 pm Haiti
Ministry Meeting

7 pm Knights of
St. John Meeting

18

14

Parish Staff
Meeting 12-2

6:30 PM Mass

19

7:30 am Mass

6 PM School
Board Meeting

7 pm Men’s
Club Meeting

20

7:30 am Mass

21

NO MASS

5 pm Mass

22

7:30 Mass

23Confessions
4-4:40 pm

Parish Staff
Meeting 12-2

Food Drive
Collection

Choir 7 pm

257 am-7 pm 26

7:30 am Mass

Eucharistic
Adoration

5 pm Mass

27

7:30 am Mass

28

29
NO MASS

7:30 am Mass

30

Confessions
4-4:40 pm

Parish Staff
Meeting 12-2

5 PM Mass
Food Drive
Collection

6:30 pm Mass

1 7 am-7 pm
Eucharistic
Adoration

Message
Renewal
Sunday

12

2

7:30 am Mass

37:30 am Mass 4 NO MASS
Parish Staff
Meeting 12-2

SCHOOL OPEN
HOUSE 5-7 PM

5

7:30 am Mass

6

Confessions
4-4:40 pm

Confirmation
Mass 5 pm

6:30 pm Mass
Food Drive
Collection
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PRAYER CHAIN: 812-963-3149
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Fr. Gene Schroeder—Pastor
E-mail gschroeder@evdio.org
Ms. Kristan Gilles—Director of Liturgy/ Music
E-mail kgilles@evo.org
Mr. Nathan Winstead—Principal
E-mail nwinstead@evdio.org
Mrs. Julie Kempf—Secretary
E-mail jkempf@evdio.org
Mrs. Jessica Reckelhoff
E-mail jreckelhoff#@evdio.org
Coordinator of Religious Education

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 5pm
Sunday 8 and 10 am
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true if we didn’t need them to be true. Even though they
may cast us in the position of victims, helplessly defeated
at the mercy of dark powers, at least these theories give us
someone specific to blame for our troubles other than ourselves … or reality itself. Resentment becomes its own reward, and bitterness toward some villain somewhere feels
better than feeling simultaneously hopeless and
clueless about the cause of
our hopelessness. There’s
a proverb in the Bible
(Proverbs 27:7) that says
to a starving person, every bitter thing is sweet.” Conspiracy theories look bitter to those on the outside, but they
are sweet to those who hold them.
If we are honest with ourselves and with each other,
we’ll know that we all have some of all these biases. It’s no
wonder that it is difficult to understand each other. So
where do we go from here? The great spiritual mothers and
fathers tell us that awareness is the first step toward spiritual growth. While it may be true that we can’t see what
we can’t see, it is also true that when someone else helps
us, then we can begin to see what we weren’t able to see.
That is what I would like to share with you next month.
2020 CATHOLIC PARISHES CAMPAIGN UPDATE
PARISH GOAL
$120,000.00
PLEDGED TO DATE
$125,002.00
NUMBER OF PLEDGES
369
AVERAGE PLEDGE
$338.08
because of your
generous support we have exceeded our goal!

WE ARE….

disciples of Christ…...smart

…….kind …... prepared ……leaders…..forgiving…..
worth it …… thankful …. world changers ….
important …. successful …. inspired …
the future …. committed to service …. problem
solvers ….. creative …. faithful… prayerful ….
…... inquisitive …. generous …. welcomed

