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It’s time to make plans for “the best fish
fry in the Evansville area.” The dates for our
fish fries are March 6th and March 13th.
Call Mike (812-589-7177) or Jenny Collins
(812-760-9709)
to volunteer. You can also
call the parish office (812-963-3273). Spread
the word and invite your friends and neighbors
to join us for a great meal!
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INTRODUCING OUR HIGH
SCHOOL SENIORS
Sydney Smith
An easy smile and a quiet
thoughtfulness are two of the
things readily apparent when you
talk with Sidney Smith. Sidney is a
senior at Reitz and the daughter of
Keith and Jackie Smith.
Her
younger brother, Jay, is a sophomore at Reitz.
“High School seems like a long
time, but I’ve had a lot of fun
through the years.” Sydney’s time
at Reitz has been full of academics
and athletic pursuits. Her academic career has flourished, topped off by her induction into
the National Honor Society. She has also been a member of
the Student Council and has volunteered her time at a number
of local activities—working at the Race for the Cure fundraiser
for St. Jude Children’s Hospital, joining in the Hope for Uganda
Walk, helping to plant trees at Wesselman’s Woods, and joining in several Operation City Beautiful Campaigns to clean up
trash. She has also served as a academic tutor for younger
children, and helped out with several volleyball camps for elementary school students. She has also been a faithful volunteer with her mother as a catechist for our Sunday morning
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Program.
Sydney played softball during her freshman and sophomore
years, but her athletic career has really focused on volleyball.
“I started playing in 4th grade and continued through my senior year.” She’s played on several volleyball club teams when
she is not playing for her school team. “The level of competition at the club level is a little more intense than playing at
school. You’re surrounded by a lot of folks who are pretty
good and coaches that really push you to do your best. I like
this experience. Even though it is pretty challenging, I think I
play better when I am around tougher competition.”
“I’ve been blessed with some pretty good coaches, especially at Reitz. One of the best things they have done is to
inspire a sense of confidence in us and help us keep our focus
in the right place. A lot of times you make some mistakes and
lose points in a match and if you aren’t able to shake those
things off and keep focused on what is next, you can find yourself on the losing side pretty quickly. Our big rival in volleyball
at Reitz is Castle and they have pretty much dominated our
games. The first time we played them this year we got beat
pretty bad, but then we played them later in the sectional
tourney and we came really close to beating them. They may
have won the match, but it was a real victory for us!”
Sydney has accepted a volleyball scholarship to play at the
St. Louis College of Pharmacy. “It’s a small college with an
emphasis on medical programs. My goal is to keep a 3.0 academic average through the years of college so I can go on to
graduate school to get a degree as a pharmacist. Long term, I
would like to work as a pharmacist in a hospital and if I could
choose the place to work, I want to move to Nashville to work
in a hospital there.”
Throughout her years of schooling, first at Cynthia Heights,
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then at Helfrich Park, and later at Reitz, Sydney credits a lot
of teachers for challenging her to try new things. What she
will remember from a number of her teachers: “My science
teacher at Helfrich Park introduced me to a whole new world
and is probably the reason I want to pursue a career in pharmacy. For many of my other teachers, it is not so much what
they taught, but the fact that they were such good listeners.”
One of the other constants in Sydney’s life is a whole menagerie of pets that she has cared for over the years from
rabbits, to fish, to cats, to dogs. One of the special dogs she
remembers is actually the German Shepherd that her father
trained and worked with as part of the K-9 unit of the Evansville City Police. “We would go to events where the K-9 dogs
would demonstrate the work they did and this dog was just
really fierce. But when he came home and lived us it was the
most gentle dog. When I was younger he would let me put all
my hair berets all over him. The saddest thing is when he was
no longer able to work, Dad would leave and he would just sit
by the door waiting for him to come back and take him to
work with him.”
WORDS OF WISDOM: “I’ve been blessed with a good family
and parents that really care for me and support what I am
doing. That is an important thing to have. I think it is important to find people who will support you, people that you can
trust, and people that will be with you in the good times as
well as the bad times. I think it is important to learn how to
balance your time between homework, school activities and
still have time to be with family. Don’t be afraid of challenges. It’s good to have people who will push you into doing
things that you didn't really think you could do.”
Christiana Wolfe
Christiana is a senior at North
High School and the daughter of
Kim and Rocky Wolfe. She attended Highland Elementary
School during her kindergarten
year and then graduated from
Scott Elementary before moving
on to junior high at North. “My
grade school years were good
years. I had a lot of good teachers. Some of the teachers that
have had the biggest influence on
me have been the ones that really
challenged me and motivated me to do what I didn’t always
think I could do.”
One of the exciting things she is doing now is attending
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It's time to start planning for the lawn mowing season in
our parish. We have five crews (more if we can get more people) who mow the lawn each Thursday on a rotating basis—
once every six weeks. The crews mow the lawn around the
rectory, church, school and convent and the cemetery. We
provide all the equipment (self-propelled lawn mowers, riding
lawn mower, weed eaters, and refreshments for the workers!).
Each year we need to replace some crew members who,
for one reason or another, are unable to continue.
We’re looking for men and women to be a part of one
of our mowing crews. Maybe you could be one of
them. Call the parish office (812-963-3273) or Mark
Schmitt (812-963-9186) the coordinator of our
lawn mowing crews. Not only can you help the
parish save money, but you can also help in
keeping our grounds looking nice, and it’s
great exercise!
Central High School for a half day where she is a part of the Medical Professional Academy. This is a program done in partnership
with the Project Lead The Way Biomedical Sciences Program
(PLTW.org), have created the Medical Professions Academy. The
program is for high school students interested in pursuing careers
in healthcare and medicine. An integrated Science, English, and
Technology curriculum, paired with hands-on learning and relevant internships and shadowing experiences, prepares students
for post-secondary science, medical, and health profession majors.
Christiana has had the opportunity to follow some of the doctors and nurses who work at Deaconess Hospital. “You really get
to see a lot of things and get exposed to all sorts of medical procedures and surgeries that go on in the hospital. It’s a great way
to find out if working in the medical field is something you want
to pursue.”
She has liked this experience enough that she is now planning
on attending USI next year to pursue a degree in nursing. “I want
to work with people and help them get better.”
Christiana has also found time to be involved in a wide variety of extra curricular activities as well. She was a member of
the student orchestra during her freshman and sophomore years
where she played the violin. “I started playing the violin when I
was in 4th grade.” She has also been a member of the girls cross
country team. “The season is in the fall so we do a lot of conditioning work in the summer months.” The 5 K cross country runs
(about 3.1 miles) are usually held at Angel Mounds. She been
able to complete the course in less than twenty-four minutes.
Most recently Christiana has joined the art club where she is busy
with different craft projects and making banners in support of
different student activities. “I liked art a lot when I was younger
and I thought it would be fun to get involved in this again.”
Most of Christiana’s energy is spent keeping up with her
homework. She’s been taking several AP (Advanced Placement)
classes which will give her college credits. “It’s a lot of work and
many of the classes involve a lot of reading.” When Christiana is
not busy with school work and school activities you may find her
working at the Donut Bank on Diamond Avenue. “I’m usually
working weekend shifts.”
Christiana has found a home with her adoptive parents. “I’m
an only child which means I have a lot of alone time. One of the
pluses of this is that you can have lots of peaceful times as well.
My mom has taught me a lot about being respectful and learning
how to be a good person. Her family is from Tennessee. We usually try to travel there for Thanksgiving. My dad has taught me a
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lot of practical life skills. What I have really appreciated from
him is how he has taught me to handle stress.” When asked
about memories of St. Joseph Parish, she talked about helping
out at the Soup Kitchen with her parents. “St. Joe has always
been the kind of place where I can come and forget my troubles
and be peaceful.”
WORDS OF WISDOM: “One of the things I’ll remember from my
high school years is the friendships I have made. I’m going to
miss being with them on a daily basis. I think one of the things
you have to learn is that different people come and go from
your life. You have to learn how to appreciate people when
they are in your life and to be able to let them go when they
move on. I think it is important to find people who share the
same interests as you do and the ones who will support you.
Good friendships need a lot of trust and the willingness to communicate. Being challenged is a good thing. Don’t be afraid to
be pushed outside your comfort zone.”

HELP US GET THE CEMETERY READY
FOR THE LAWN MOWING SEASON
For
the
common
good,
the
cemetery
board has established guidelines
for
cemetery
decorations.
The basic rule
our
cemetery
board is trying to
follow is this:
any decorations
or flowers need to be attached to the grave monument itself
or placed securely in flower containers that are a part of the
grave monument. Anything else placed around the grave
monument creates a hazard for our lawn mowing crews.
To help us get ready for our lawn mowing season, we
ask that you remove any decorations around your cemetery
tombstones that might get in the way of our lawn mowing
crews.
Remember that flowers and plaques must be attached securely to the tombstone or flower vases. Shepherd’s crooks, statues, balloons, and the like are not permitted as they are a hazard to
our mowing crews.
We believe it is important
for all those who are placing
flowers on the graves of their
loved ones to periodically check
them.
We have found that
some people will place artificial
flowers on the grave and then
never come and check on them.
In the meantime, the flowers
get faded and shredded and
begin to disintegrate thus causing bits of flowers to be scattered all over the cemetery. We think this is not in keeping
with the image of the cemetery that people in the parish
would like to see.
Thanks for your help in keeping our cemetery a place of
honor and respect as well as a safe place for our lawn mowing crews.
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Samuel Lagunzad
At first glance there is a quiet and
almost shy energy about Sam. But
don’t let that fool you. There is a lot
going on in this young man’s life. “Our
family is all on the introverted side.
Everyone is pretty smart and we are all
a bit quirky, but it works for us. We
kind of feed off each other.” His parents are Eddie and Julie Lagunzad. His
older sister, Ann, works in the field of
dermatology, and his other sister, Izzy,
is going to Washington University in St.
Louis pursuing a degree in chemistry.
“I’m pretty lucky to be the youngest in the family. My two sisters
have always been supportive of me and helped me out along the
way. My Dad is originally from the Philippines and most of his immediate family lives around Cleveland, Ohio. He’s pretty smart as
a doctor and an engineer. Mom grew up in Kentucky and northern
Indiana. What I appreciate about her is that she helps keep me
organized. I tend to not to be focused on all the details in life and
mom is always making sure I get to the places I need to get and
complete the work I have to do.”
Sam is a senior at Signature School in Evansville. It’s been a
busy four years. He’s been able to maintain a 4.0 GPA and at the
same time taken a number of AP (Advanced Placement) classes for
which he has gotten college credit. He’s been named an AP
Scholar with Distinction, a National AP Scholar, an IB Diploma
Candidate, and is a graduate of the Indiana University Honors Program in Foreign Languages. For this last program he participated
in a summer-long Spanish immersion experience in Ciudad Real,
Spain last summer.
In addition to his studies, Sam was a member of the Business
and Finance Club where they managed $2,000 worth of investments. He’s been a member of the National Honor Society and
served on the Student Council. He’s also been part of the DECA
and UE entrepreneurship challenges. And he found time to be part
of the basketball and chess clubs.
One of the most exciting things that Sam has been a part of is
working with his friend in developing GroPronto, a grocery delivery
company that delivers food to the home of customers. Sam works
as the Social Media Strategist for this company. So he can tell you
all about marketing strategies using instagram and twitter.
The
profits they make from this business are used to buy food for a
minimum of 37 needy families in India, South Africa and the
United States each week.
Sam has also found time to volunteer his time at the Warrick
County Humane Society, Wesselman Nature Center, and the YMCA.
Sam attended grade school here at St. Joe. “I remember having some great classmates. The teachers were great, especially
Mrs. Daugherty. She really prepared me well for high school. And
of course, it was always nice having my grandmother, Donna Heistand there in school everyday as the librarian. She and grandpa
Heistand live close by and it’s always nice to go to their home.
When I think of St. Joe School and St. Joe Parish, it reminds me of
a great supportive community. I always had the sense that if there
is was something I needed, people would be there to help out.”
Next year Sam plans on furthering his education by going to
college, although just where that will be is still up in the air. He’s
applied to ten different schools, some of them close by and others
a little farther away. “The University of Michigan sounds pretty
interesting, although it gets cold up there. It will all depend on
what kind of scholarship offers I get.” Wherever he goes, Sam
would like to pursue a degree in biology with an eye toward getting into the field of bio-medical engineering.
WORDS OF WISDOM: “Don’t be afraid of challenges. I’ve had
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a lot of good teachers through the years and the best ones
are those who have pushed me to do more than I thought I
could do. There is always a feeling of satisfaction when you
are able to do something that you didn’t think you could.
Challenges help to develop your character. Surround yourself
with good friends. Good friends are the ones who will support
you, especially in the rough times. I think it is important to
get involved in different activities. It’s a good way to meet
different people and learn how different people deal with
life.
(Continued from page 1)

in Catholic social teaching. If the primary role of citizens
were to vote on specific issues, this might be sufficient. But
a vote for individual
candidates inevitably
encapsulates a wide
range of policy options reaching out
into the future, as
well as varying capacities and intentions among the candidates. Where does
Catholic
theology
begin in assisting believers to carry out their role of ennobling the world?
Pope Francis answers this question by proposing starkly
that our political lives must be seen as an essential element
of our personal call to holiness. This certainly means that
our political actions must reflect and flow from our Catholic
faith. But Francis is demanding much more. He proposes that
we can only fulfill our vocation as faithful citizens if we
come to see in the very toxicity of our political culture at
the current moment a call for deeper conversion to Jesus
Christ. It is not enough for us to ignore the corrosive elements of political life in the United States, or even to navigate our role as citizens and voters without succumbing to
the tribalism that bisects our society. We are called in our
lives as citizens and believers to be missionaries of dialogue
and civility in a moment that values neither. And this requires deep spiritual reflection, courage and judgment. It
demands a Christ-like dedication to seeking the truth no
matter where it may lie, and defining our politics and voting
in the light of the Gospel.
Salient issues of Catholic social teaching
In this task, the principles of Catholic social teaching as
they are applied to the core political issues of American society today provide a rich and sacred source of guidance in
weighing the policy proposals of competing candidates.
The comprehensiveness of Catholic social teaching points
toward an understanding of justice, life and peace that refuses to be confined to narrow boxes or relegated to partisan
categories. At the same time, this very comprehensiveness
makes the prioritization of Catholic teachings difficult for
voters. As the 2020 election cycle begins, at least ten salient
goals emerge from the Gospel and the long tradition of
Catholic faith:
 The promotion of a culture and legal structures that
protect the life of unborn children.
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The reversal of the climate change that threatens the future
of humanity and particularly devastates the poor and the marginalized.
 Policies that safeguard the rights of immigrants and refugees in a moment of great intolerance.
 Laws that protect the aged, the ill, and the disabled from
the lure and the scourge of euthanasia and assisted suicide.
 Vigorous opposition to racism in every form, both through
cultural transformation and legal structures.
 The provision of work and the protection of workers' rights
across America.
 Systematic efforts to fight poverty and egregious inequalities of wealth.
 Policies that promote marriage and family, which are so
essential for society.
 Substantial movement toward universal nuclear disarmament.
 The protection of religious liberty.
Frequently in discussions of the application of Catholic social
teaching to voting, the question is
raised whether one issue has a
unique priority among all of the
other issues in its claim upon believers in the current election cycle. Some have categorized abortion in that way. Others, climate
change. This question deserves
deeper scrutiny.
More than 750,000 unborn children are directly killed in the
United States every year. At one time there was bipartisan support for erecting policies that made abortion rare. Now that
commitment has been eviscerated in the Democratic Party in a
capitulation to notions of privacy that simply block out the human identity and rights of unborn children. Even in an age when
sonograms testify with the eloquence of truth and life itself that
children in the womb are genuinely our brothers and sisters, our
daughters and sons, the annihilation of their humanity in perception and in fact continues. Catholic social teaching has consistently demanded that there be legal protections for the unborn,
as they are the most vulnerable and victimized of humanity. But
we are rapidly moving toward becoming a nation split in two:
with half of our country moving toward laws safeguarding the
unborn and the other half of our country adopting ever more
extreme laws that allow the killing of children on the verge of
birth. The passage of the New York abortion law this past year
was a marker of America's repudiation of the most basic principles of human life. It is for all of these reasons that so many in
the Church consider abortion to be the preeminent political im-

Diocesan policy: Report and inform
The Diocese of Evansville has in place a policy that requires that
any allegation of child abuse must be reported to Child
Protection Services, an agency of Indiana state government.
CPS Toll-free: (800) 800-5556 Local law enforcement: 9-1-1
In the event of an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor (a
person under 18) by diocesan personnel, report the allegation to
authorities, and inform the Victims Assistance Coordinator for
the diocese: Toll-free: (866) 200-3004 Local: (812) 490-9565
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perative at stake in 2020.
At the same time there is a clear international scientific
consensus that climate change caused by the use of fossil fuels
and other human activities poses an existential threat to the
very future of humanity and that air pollution resulting from
fossil fuels is
already
a
major cause
of premature
death on our
planet. Existing trajectories of pollutants
being
placed in the
atmosphere
by
human
activity,
if
unchecked,
will raise the temperature of the earth in the coming decades,
generating catastrophic rises in human exposure to deadly
heat, devastating rises in water levels and massive exposure to
a series of perilous viruses. In addition, there will be severe
widespread famines, draughts and massive dislocations of peoples that will cause untold deaths, human suffering and violent
conflict. The devastating fires in Australia are a sign of what
lies before us, and a testimony that, on so many levels, our
current pollution of the earth is stealing the future from coming generations. Because the trajectory of danger unleashed by
fossil fuels is increasing so rapidly, the next ten years are critical to staunching the threat to our planet. The United States,
which was once a leader in this effort, has, in the current administration, become the leader in resisting efforts to combat
climate change and in denying its existence. As a consequence,
the survival of the planet, which is the prerequisite for all human life, is at
risk.
Against the
backdrop
of
these two monumental threats
to human life,
how can one
evaluate
the
competing
claims that either abortion or
climate change
should be uniquely preeminent in Catholic social teaching regarding the formation of Americans as citizens and believers?
Four points should be considered.
There is no mandate in universal Catholic social teaching
that gives a categorical priority to either of these issues as
uniquely determinative of the common good.
The death toll from abortion is more immediate, but the
long-term death toll from unchecked climate change is larger
and threatens the very future of humanity.
Both abortion and the environment are core life issues in
Catholic teaching. The designation of either of these issues as
the preeminent question in Catholic social teaching at this
time in the United States will inevitably be hijacked by partisan forces to propose that Catholics have an overriding duty to
vote for candidates that espouse that position. Recent electoral history shows this to be a certainty.
The question of preeminence is further clouded by a third
(Continued on page 6)
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compelling issue our country faces in this election cycle —
the culture of exclusion that has grown so dramatically in
our nation during the last three years. Racial injustice is on
the rise, buttressed by a new language and symbolism that
seeks to advance the evil of white nationalism and create
structures of racial
prejudice for a new
generation.
Immigrants
and refugees, who
have been at the
core of America's
history as a source
of vitality and richness, are portrayed
as a cause for fear and suspicion in our society rather than
of solidarity. Members of the Muslim community are widely
characterized as aliens whose religion automatically means
they cannot be trusted, while incidents of vile and pervasive anti-Semitism are on the rise.
This growing culture of exclusion does not emerge as a
specific policy question in our contemporary national politics; rather, it seeps into all of the most salient questions
of life and dignity that our society faces and corrodes each
one in turn.
The culture of exclusion has unleashed a poison of animosity against immigrants that paralyzes our politics so
deeply that we cannot even find a pathway to protect
young men and women who came to this nation as children
and now thirst to be citizens of the only land they have
ever known. The deadly imprint of racist structures and
legacies on our criminal justice system magnifies fears and
resentments among African American and Hispanic families
and further imperils the men and women who give their
lives to law enforcement. Racial and ethnic disparities in
education, health, job availability and housing which are
rooted in our nation's historic culture of exclusion dramatically propel the breakdown of marriage and family life. And
inequalities of wealth and income make it all but impossible to overcome the enduring challenges of work and poverty in our nation.
On virtually every question of human life and dignity
the growing culture of exclusion in our nation reinforces
and propels cleavages that are highly destructive to all of
the goals that lie at the center of Catholic social teaching.
For this reason, many faith-filled Catholics believe that in
this election cycle the most compelling issue that arises
from Catholic social teaching for American voters is the
need to repudiate radically
this culture of
exclusion before it spreads
further
and
leads to new
level s
of
moral paralysis and division.
Seen against this background of abortion, climate
change and the culture of exclusion, it is clear that the
faith-filled voter who seeks to be guided by Catholic social
teaching is confronted by compelling moral claims that cut
across the partisan and cultural divides of our nation. The
pathway from these cross-cutting moral claims to decisions
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on particular candidates is not a direct and singular one in Catholic
teaching, rooted in one
issue. For this reason, the
drive to label a single issue
preeminent distorts the
call to authentic discipleship in voting rather than
advancing it.
Opportunity, competence
and character
In America today, a
faith-filled voter is called to approach voting from a stance of bridge
-building and healing for our nation. Such a voter is also called to
integrate into his voting decisions the major salient elements of
Catholic teaching that touch upon the political issues of our day,
understanding that these teachings vary in priority and claim, but
are united in their orientation to the common good.
But voting for candidates ultimately involves choosing
a candidate for public office, not a stance, nor a specific teaching of
the Church. And for this reason, faithful voting involves careful consideration of the specific ability of a particular candidate to actually
advance the common good. In making this assessment, opportunity,
competence and character all come into play.
The question of opportunity is pivotal in voting discipleship.
What are the elements of human life and dignity that a specific candidate will actually be able to advance given the scope of the office
she is seeking, the crucial issues that are likely to face her during
her term, and the policy positions she embraces? What coalitions
will she be likely to join and advance? In short, what capacity will
she have, in the specific political context
she will face, to
transform law and
public policy in key
sectors in order to
promote the common
good?
Competence
is
also a central metric for faith-filled voters to consider. It does little
good to elect a saint who echoes Catholic social teaching on every
issue if that candidate does not have the competence to carry out
his duties effectively and thereby enhance the common good. Faithfilled voters must assess the intelligence, human relations skills,
mastery of policy and intuitive insights that each candidate brings to
bear, for voting discipleship seeks results, not merely aspirations.
Finally, because our nation is in a moment of political division
and degradation in its public life, character represents a particularly
compelling criterion for faithful voting in 2020. In the United
States, political leaders, especially at the highest levels, imprint
their character in pivotal ways upon the entire political culture, and
thus on society itself. Today, leaders in government embrace corrosive tactics and language, fostering division rather than unity. The
notion of truth itself has lost its footing in our public debate. Collegiality has been discarded. Principles are merely justifications for
partisan actions, to be abandoned when those principles no longer
favor a partisan advantage. There is a fundamental lack of political
courage in the land.
For all these reasons, character is an even more essential element in effective faith-filled voting at the present moment, and
another reason why faith-filled voting cannot be simply reduced to a
series of competing social justice teachings.
In the end, it is the candidate who is on the ballot, not a specific issue. The faith-filled voter is asked to make the complex judgment: which candidate will be likely to best advance the common
good through his office in the particular political context he will
(Continued on page 8)
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We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions that were given in memory
of loved ones. We remember their gift they have been in our life.
ST. JOSEPH CHURCH
The Jeff Schneider Family
IN HONOR OF
IN MEMORY OF
IN MEMORY OF
The Parker Family
Kyle Niemeier
Susan Smith

Tom Muensterman
Mike & Rosemary McGarrah
Steve & Stephanie Niemeier
Margie Hartmann
Gregory & Constance
Wedding
The Harl Family—Jim, Becky,
Anna, Will, Joe & Amelia
The partners of Umbach &
Associates
Mark & Angie Kessler
Foxxx Pools of Evansville
Homer & Doris Taylor
Gary Fehrenbacher
Ruth Burk
Craig & Laura Elpers
Bryan & Ann Craney
Charles J. Goebel
Ron & Donna Miller
Richard & Carolyn Sexson
Jim & Carol Fechtmeister
Don & Carolyn Hutchison
Bob & Linda Englert
Joyce & Glenn Lewis
Bob & Mary Kay
Fehrenbacher
Randy & Cecilia Kuester
Don & Mary Jo Musgrave
Linda & Butch Feulner
Alvin & Mary McIntosh
Steve & Janet Fischer
Funke Realty Co.
Beehive Storage
Brad & Nancy Ruminer
Ron & Sara Luigs
Andy & Jessica Reckelhoff
Delores & Tom Folz
Justin & Shirley Clements
Marvin & Sharon Schmidt
Bill & Ralph Stephens
Sue Williams
Norb & Madonna Niemeier
Delores Schroeder
Tom & JoAnn Ziliak
Rick & Pauline Elpers
Dan & Liz Effinger
John M. Scheller
Leona Englert
Michael Goebel
Betty Hartz
Frank & Betty Will
Rich & Connie Harpenau
Tom & Donna Blythe
Dave & Sandy Schmitt

John & Diane Bassemier
Michael & Doris Niemeier
Judith & Glenn Fischer
Randy & Sharon Feller
Paul & Tammy Burgess
Anna Mae Gries
Leo & Donna Anslinger
Tom & Karen Goebel
John & Jane Luigs
Connie & Sam Woehler
Herman Scheller
Scott Reker Family
Jerry & Jane Goedde
Terry & Julie Fehrenbacher
John & Sylvia Reckelhoff
Greg & Susie Head
Mary Kay & Brendan Elpers
Glenn & Julie Conley
Dennis & Pamela Wilderman
Bill & Peggy Vogt
Patty Woehler & Leslie Young
Dan & Mary Ruth Lasher
Joe & Karen Muensterman
Ray C. Flittner
Frank & Holly Will
Jane Weber
Bob & Joann Weber
The Wilderman Family
Becky Heidorn
Mike & Debbie Caputa
Elvira Knapp
IN MEMORY OF
Don Schroeder
Jon & Bernette Locklar
Gene & Marianne Ritter
Janie & Larry Mesker
Betty Hartz
Al & Darlene Weinzapfel
Jalane Weber
Jeff Helfrich
Terry Drone
Robert & Martha Baehl
Delores & Tom Folz
Janie Schroeder
Tom & Donna Blythe
Mark & Julie Bradley
Linda & Butch Feulner
Vernon & Donna Dilger
Pete Weinzapfel
Dan & Terri Barnes
Tracy Bee & Matthew Hicks
Jim & Carol Fechtmeister

Cecile Martin

THERESA BAEHL YOUTH
ENDOWMENT
IN MEMORY OF
Don Schroeder
Richard & Imogene Baehl

LEROY & ROSE WEISS
CEMETERY ENDOWMENT
IN MEMORY OF
Tom Muensterman
Rose Weiss

IN MEMORY OF
Don Schroeder
Rose Weiss

IN MEMORY OF
Nick Lannert
Rose Weiss

IN MEMORY OF
Susan (Hasselbirnck) Weis
Rose Weiss

LEROY & ROSE WEISS
CEMETERY ENDOWMENT
IN HONOR OF
Elana (Weiss) Hohl,
Diane (Weiss) Altstadt,
Tom Weiss, Brenda (Weiss)
Hosick, Karen (Weiss)
Schenk, Tammy (Weiss)
Schroeder & Monie
(Weiss) Siscel
Rose C. Weiss
IN HONOR OF
ROSE WEISS
Ramona Siscel

HAITI OUTREACH
IN MEMORY OF
Don Schroeder
Greg & Susie Head

Steve & Stephanie Niemeier

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH
CEMETERY
IN M EMORY OF
Niemeier & Ritter
Families
Loretta Niemeier

HORAK—DOSSETT
LITURGY ENDOWMENT
IN MEMORY OF
Don Schroeder
Bud & Sharon Werner
IN MEMORY OF
Tom Muensterman
Bud & Sharon Werner
IN MEMORY OF
Ryne Phillips
Bud & Sharon Werner
Neal & Peggy Dossett

TONY STRICKER
P.E. ENDOWMENT
IN MEMORY OF
Tom Muensterman
Lee & Toni Askins

URBAN & BETTY WILL
LANDSCAPE ENDOWMENT
IN MEMORY OF
Tom Muensterman
Chris & Patty Will

SR. BRIDGET ARNOLD ST.
JOE SCHOOL ENDOWMENT
IN MEMORY OF
Hartmann, Martin,
Muensterman and
Wagner Families
Margie Hartmann

IN HONOR OF

Steve Elliott

Steve & Stephanie Niemeier

Congratulations to Eddie “Falcone” Luigs who was named the
Men’s Club Man of the Year for 2019. Eddie was recognized especially for the extra effort he put into helping to build a more permanent place to fry chicken and fish for the Parish and Men’s Club events.
The Men’s Club will also be having a fish fry on Friday, April 6. Cost is $11/dinner. Dinners will be offered only through a drive through pick-up between 5 and 6:30 pm. Tickets for the dinner can be purchased from any Men’s Club member.

The Carpenter—March, 2020

Page 8
(Continued from page 6)

Be an island of mercy in
a sea of indifference.
Pope Francis

Not all of us can do great things,
but we can do small things with great
love. Mother Teresa of Calcutta

The Catholic Relief Services Collection funds six Catholic agencies that work to serve our suffering brothers and
sisters around the world. Through humanitarian aid, resettling displaced individuals and families, and advocating on
behalf of victims, the Catholic Relief Services Collection
allows us to see every encounter with a suffering person as
an opportunity to help Jesus in disguise.
To learn more about the work of Catholic Relief
Services, visit their website: ww.crs.org

Dear friends,
Thank you for the many ways you support our food pantry, with monetary donations, weekly collections of food,
your yearly gift of several hundred pounds of pork sausage,
library fines in the form of cash or cans—to mention a few
ways.
During January we gave a 3-day supply of groceries and
other essential items to 3,112 persons in 1,353 households.
Our food pantry is by far the largest pantry in the local area.
It is through your giving spirit and others in the community
that we are able to offer food assistance to those in need.

face? Such a decision embraces the planes of principle and character, competence and capacity. And for the faithful voter, the very
complexity of this moral judgment demands a recourse to the
voice of God which lies deep within each of us — our conscience.
Conscience and prudence
For the disciple of Jesus Christ, voting is a sacred action. In
the words of The Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the
Church, it touches "the crossroads where Christian life and conscience come into contact with the real
world." For this reason, it cannot be reduced to a logical set of propositions that
yield a predetermined result in the selection of candidates.
Some theologians have sought to find
such a logic of deduction in the concept of
intrinsic evil. Catholic theology holds that
some actions, such as abortion or research
on human embryos, are intrinsically evil;
that is they are always and everywhere
wrong. Because of this, some Catholic leaders have asserted that
candidates who seek laws opposing intrinsically evil actions automatically have a primary claim to political support in the Catholic
conscience.
The problem with this approach is that while the criterion of
intrinsic evil identifies specific human acts that can never be justified, this criterion is not a measure of the relative gravity of the
evil in particular human or political actions. Telling a lie is intrinsically evil, while escalating a nuclear arms race is not. But it is
wrongheaded to propose that telling a lie to constituents should
count more in the calculus of faithful voting than a candidate's
plans to initiate a destabilizing nuclear weapons program. Similarly, contraception is intrinsically evil in
Catholic moral theology, while actions which
destroy the environment generally are not.
But it is a far greater moral evil for our country to abandon the Paris Climate Accord than
to provide contraceptives in federal health
centers. What these examples point out is
that Catholic social teaching cannot be reduced to a deductivist model when it comes
to voting to safeguard the life and dignity of
the human person.
How, then does the faith-filled voter
choose candidates in a way that integrates the tenets of Catholic
social teaching, recognizes the role that competence, character
and capacity play in the real world of governing, and preserves a
stance of building unity within society?
The Church locates this pathway in the virtue of prudence. In
the words of The Catechism of the Catholic Church, "prudence is
the virtue that disposes practical reason to discern our true good
in every circumstance and to choose the right means of achieving
it. … It is prudence that immediately guides the judgment of conscience." In Catholic social teaching, prudence is called "the
charioteer of the virtues"; it brings into balance all of the virtues
of the Christian moral life to provide a singularly incisive moral
perspective for the disciple confronting ethically complex prob(Continued on page 12)

Sr. Donna Marie Herr OSB

College Care Packages will be available in
church Saturday/Sunday, March 21-22 for pick up.
Please return the care packages no later that Sunday, April 19. Please keep all of our college youth in
your prayers through their final exams and the end of
their school year.
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LECTOR

SERVER

GIFT BEARERS

Mike Reffett

Louis & Lexa Meredith

Lee and Toni Askins

Donna Blankenberger

Mihret Whitehouse
and Nicole Mayer

Tom and Donna Blythe

Joyce Lewis

Ashley Jung
Heidi Forcum

John and Diane Bassemier

Saturday
March 21, 2020
5 PM

Diane Woods Eric Reffett
Peter and Jodi Fehrenbacher
Mary Loehrlein

Sunday
March 22, 2020
8 AM

Rodney and Paula Baehl
Sr. Marie Therese
Dave and Betty Fehrenbacher

Sunday
March 22, 2020
10:30 AM

Sally Kempf Cecelia Koch
Joe Crowdus Kitty Deig
Paul Hillenbrand

Saturday
March 28, 2020
5 PM

Carolyn Hutchison Chuck Jansen
Brandon Werner
Ron and Margaret Angermeier

Toni Askins

Sunday
March 29,2020
8 AM

Debra Baumgart Joan Inkenbrandt
Lisa Cook Al Debes
Andy Rokosz

Dave Schmitt

Zach Baehl and
Alice Wilkinson

Sunday
March, 29, 2020
10:30 AM

Amy Cody Jena Wessel
Rachel Schnaus
Jason Gerteisen Becky Dosher

Dolores Schroeder

Ellie Bishop
Zach Bishop

Saturday
April 4, 2020
5 PM

Donald Werner
Lee and Toni Askins
Bob and Mary Kay Fehrenbacher

Sunday
April 5, 2020
8 AM

Sarah Duncan
Tom and Dolores Folz
Jalane Weber Imogene Baehl

Parker Baumeyer

Sunday
April 5, 2020
10:30 AM

Shane Wessel Steve Jung
Claudia Duncan Jill Happe
Amy Tenbarge

Michael Jung
Gabe Jung

Joyce and Glen Lewis

Saturday
April 11, 2020
7 PM

Donald & Brandon Werner
Eric and Karen McDonald
Butch Feulner

Patrick McDonald

Newly Baptized

Sunday
April 12, 2020
8 AM

Michael Elpers Chick Duncan
Randy and Kathy Fehrenbacher
Bryan and Ann Craney
Marcia Frey Terry Drone

Addy Wilkinson
and Madelynn Manger

Dave and Sandy Schmitt

Sunday
April 12, 2020
10:30 AM

Angie Will
Dan and Kathy Schenk
Diane Bassemier Darlene Appler

Devin Feulner

Chloe Stock

Troy Gerteisen
Parker Warren

Jim and Janice Herr

Rachel & Andy
Rokosz Family

Homer and Doris Taylor

Fred and Judy Gries

Dan and Mary Ruth Lasher

Jim and Jane Scheller
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March 2020
Sun

1

Mass &
Children’s Liturgy
of the Word
8 & 10:30
Family Religion
Class 9-10:15
Haiti & Food
Pantry
Collection

8

Mass &
Children’s Liturgy of
the Word 8 & 10:30
RCIA Rite of
Election 8 am
First Communion Rite
of Enrollment 10:30
Family Religious
Education 9-10:15
Food Pantry
Collection

15

Mon

2 7 am-7 pm

Tue
3

7:30 am MASS

Eucharistic
Adoration

8:30 am prayer
K-2

6:30 PM MASS

SPRED 6 pm

Mass &
Children’s Liturgy
of the Word
8 & 10:30
Food Pantry
Collection

9

7 am-7 pm
Eucharistic
Adoration

5

NO Mass

7:30 am Mass
Parish Staff 12-2

10 MASS 7:30 AM 11
8:30 am
Prayer K-2

6:30 pm Mass

SPRED 6 pm
7 pm Choir
Practice

7 PM Knights of
St. John Meeting

Mass 7:30 am

Parish Staff
Meeting 12-2 pm

12 NO MASS

Altar Society
Meeting
6:30 pm

Fri

Sat

6 7:30

7

13 7:30

14

MASS
Food Pantry
Communion to
Collection
the Homebound Sacrament of
Senior Citizens Reconciliation
Gathering 1 pm
4pm
FISH FRY
Mass 5 pm
Serving 5-7pm
Drive Thru
Time
Carryout
changes
this
weekend
MASS
Communion to
the Homebound
FISH FRY
Serving 5-7pm
Drive Thru
Carryout

Food
Pantry
Collection

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
4pm
Mass 5 pm
COLLEGE CARE
PACKAGES
AVAILABLE

16

17

18

7:30 AM
MASS
Parish Staff
Meeting 12-2 pm

23 7 am-7 pm 24 7:30 am Mass 25
Eucharistic
Adoration

MASS 6:30 PM

SPRED 6 pm
7 pm
choir practice

Catholic Relief
Services Collection

29 Mass 8 and 30
10:30 am
Children’s Liturgy of
the Word
8 & 10:30
Food Pantry
Collection
Special Collection for
Mary Mother of God
In Vladivostok

4

Thu

7 pm Choir
Practice

Mass &
7 am-7 pm
7:30 AM Mass
Children’s Liturgy
Eucharistic
of the Word
Adoration
SPRED 6 pm
8 & 10:30
7 pm Choir Practice
Food Pantry
Mass 6:30 PM
Collection
College Care
Men’s Club
Packages Available
Meeting at
MATER DEI-MEMORIAL
Nesbit Inn 6:30 pm
BIG BINGO

22

Wed

7 am-7 pm
Eucharistic
Adoration
School Board
6 pm
MASS 6:30 PM

31 7:30 am Mass
SPRED 6 pm
7 pm
choir practice

19 NO MASS

Haiti Ministry
Meeting
7 pm

20

7:30 am
Mass

Communion to
the homebound

21Food Pantry
Collection

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
4pm
Mass 5 pm

Feast of St. Joseph
7:30 am
Mass

26

NO MASS

27

NO Mass

Communion to
the Homebound

28 Food

Pantry
Collection
Sacrament of
Reconciliation
4pm
Mass 5 pm
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St. Joseph Catholic Church
Vanderburgh County
6202 West Saint Joseph Road
Evansville, IN 47720
PARISH OFFICE: 812-963-3273
SCHOOL:OFFICE 812-963-3335
SCHOOL FAX: 812-963-3337
PRAYER CHAIN: 812-963-3149
www. stjoeco.org

Fr. Gene Schroeder—Pastor
E-mail gschroeder@evdio.org
Ms. Kristan Gilles—Director of Liturgy/ Music
E-mail kgilles@evo.org
Mr. Nathan Winstead—Principal
E-mail nwinstead@evdio.org
Mrs. Julie Kempf—Secretary
E-mail jkempf@evdio.org
Mrs. Jessica Reckelhoff
E-mail jreckelhoff#@evdio.org
Coordinator of Religious Education

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 5pm
Sunday 8 and 10 am
(Continued from page 8)

lems. It is at the heart of the workings of conscience.
Some Catholic commentators on voting have in recent
years portrayed prudential judgment as having a deficient
dignity and grasp of the truth. They say that there is a categorical claim to support candidates who legislatively oppose
intrinsic evils, but only a secondary claim for candidates
whose proposals rest on prudential judgment for their moral
discernment.
To say this is to miss the central
element of Catholic teaching about
conscience and prudence. As the
Catechism notes, "With the help
(prudence), we apply moral principles
to particular cases without error and
overcome doubts about the good to
achieve and the evil to be avoided."
Prudential judgment is not a secondary or deficient mode of discernment in the Christian conscience. It is the primary mode. This
is certainly true in voting for candidates for public office. The
constellation of substantial moral elements that are relevant
to deciding which candidate is most likely to advance the
common good during her time in office can only be morally
comprehended through the virtue of prudence. There cannot
be faith-filled Catholic voting without the virtue of prudence,
exercised within the sanctity of well-formed conscience.
In the closing remarks of his address to Congress in 2015,
Pope Francis said a nation is great when it defends liberty as
Abraham Lincoln did, when it seeks equality as Martin Luther
King did, and when it strives for justice for the oppressed as
Dorothy Day did. Let us pray that our nation moves toward
such greatness in this election year, and that faith-filled prudent disciples are leading the way.
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