
YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH 
Fr. Gene Schroeder 

PASTOR 
     This month we celebrate the Feast of St. 
Joseph (March 19),  our parish feast day.  The  
feast of St. Joseph takes on extra significance 
this year in light of the fact that Pope Francis 
has named 2021 as “The Year of St. Joseph.”  
This has given way to a plethora of special 

prayers to St. Joseph, daily devotions and special consecra-
tions to St. Joseph. 
     Why such honors to a person we know very little about, who 
never said anything that was quoted in the scriptures and the 
sum total of whose life can be found in a simple story in the 
first chapter of the Gospel of Matthew? Perhaps there is more 
to this story than we might first think. 
     The story begins by telling us “this is how the birth of Jesus 
came about.”  But the story really doesn’t tell us anything 
about Jesus’ actual birth.  Was there a midwife there to assist 
Mary? Was the labor long or did the birth come quickly? Were 
there any complications?  The story doesn’t seem interested in 
telling us anything like this.  There is nothing about the  physi-
cal “birth” of Jesus and yet we are told that what we are 
about to read does in fact have something to do with Jesus’ 
birth.  Perhaps we are being invited to see Jesus being born in 
a much broader context than just the physical act of being 
born.  And Joseph was key to making this birth come about.  
Somehow his willingness to be a part of this event is necessary 
for Jesus to be born.  Without his willingness, would Jesus have 
been able to be born? 
     What do we know about Joseph?  The story tells us that he 
was a “righteous man.”  A good way to put that is that he was 
a very conscientious Jew, serious about being a follower of the 
God of Israel.  He’s not just a card carrying member of the 
Jewish synagogue, he is deeply committed to letting his life be 
governed by the teaching of the Hebrew scriptures.   But we 

are also told that he is fac-
ing a real dilemma in his 
life.  And it is not an easy 
one to face.  Mary is found 
to be with child and he is 
not the father.   As a right-
eous man, he knows that the 
“law” says he should refuse 
to marry her.  In fact, he 
should allow Marry to be 
brought before the commu-
nity and be stoned to death 
because of the shame she 
has brought on his family.  
That’s what the other mem-
bers of his faith community 
would have said.  And they 
would have had all the laws 
and traditions to support 
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     It’s time to make plans for  “the best fish 
fry in the Evansville area.”   The dates for our 
fish fries are March 5th and March 19th.    
         To volunteer call the parish office (812-
963-3273).  Spread the word and invite your 
friends and neighbors to join us for a great 
meal! 

them in this action.     
      Joseph is torn by this.   No doubt, in his heart, he knows 
Mary to be a good person who is facing something in her life that 
is hard for her to explain.  But he knows the law and what it 
requires.  He comes to an initial decision which acknowledges 
the law but also acknowledges what is in his heart.  He decides 
to divorce Mary quietly and not expose her to any public shame.  
Such was his intentions, the scriptures tell us, when the angel 
appears to him in a dream.  “Do not be afraid,” the angel tells 
him, “to take Mary into your home as your wife.  She is to bear a 
son who will save his people from their sins.”  This is way be-
yond the decision that Joseph first came to.   
     The story in Matthew then has a way of wrapping things up 
neat and tidy.  “When Joseph awoke he did as the angel had 
commanded him.”   It seems he had no second thoughts, no pon-
dering in his heart about the decision, no sleepless nights, no 
wondering what the other folks in the community would say, no 
concern about the consequences of disobeying the law. Oh, that 
life would be this simple! 
     I’ve had a lot of dreams in my life and most of them have left 
me thinking what am I to make of this? Many of them are dis-
missed with a “boy, that was a weird dream” attitude.  If we 
just accept this complete reversal of thinking on Joseph’s part 

(Continued on page 7) 
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REMEMBERING 

Eddie Lagunzad 
April 4, 1959—Janauary 29, 2021 

The Lord has  showed you  
what is good and what is  

required of you: to do justice,  
and to love kindness, and to walk  
humbly with thy God (Micah 6:8)  

   For twenty years our parish has been 
blessed with the kind, gentle and heal-
ing presence of Eddie Lagunzad.  For 

Eddie, these values were deeply rooted in his family.  Eddie 
was born in Tacloban, Leyte in the Philippine Islands.  He was 
the fourth of eleven children born to Simplicio and Felicidad 
(Payot) Lagunzad.  His five sisters—Elizabeth, Victoria, An-
astacia, Mary and Joy and his five borthers-Geroge, Sonny, 
Richard, Henry and Charles survive him.   
    Eddie’s father, Simplicio, was a well known and respected 
doctor in the city of Tacloban.  His great desire to was to pro-
vide opportunities for his children and it was for this reason 
that he immigrated to the United States with his family in the 
early 1970’s.  They settled in Cleveland, Ohio.  Eddie gradu-
ated from Cleveland State University with a degree in electri-
cal engineering.  He began his first career working for NASA at 
the Lewis Research Center.  There he began working on the 
guidance systems of rockets that sent many of our satellites 
into space.  He was working for NASA when the space shuttle 
Challenger exploded shortly after take off.  Eddie was with 
several other engineers watching the launch and saw the whole 
thing happen.   
      Working on rockets was not the only thing that occupied 
Eddie’s time.  It was at the time of his brother Charlie’s wed-
ding that he got to know one of Charlie’s friends, a young 
woman from Lebanon, Indiana by the name of Julie Heistand.  
Although they hit it off together, Julie was sure of one thing—
she did not want to have a long distance relationship, so she  
came to live in Cleveland to be close to Eddie.  As fate would 
have it, Eddie was soon transferred by NASA to work at Prince-
ton, New Jersey.   
     The experience of the Challenger explosion had quite an 
effect on Eddie, so much so that he soon decided to give up his 
career as a rocket scientist and pursue a career in medicine.      
Throughout his years  working at NASA, Eddie always felt his 
heart being pulled to medicine and being a doctor, following 
his is father’s footsteps.    Several of his siblings would follow 
him in this path as well.   
     Eddie began his medical studies at the University of Osteo-
pathic Medicine and Health Science in Des Moines, Iowa. Julie 
returned to Indianapolis to finish her degree in nursing.   Soon 
after finishing his medical studies, Eddie and Julie were mar-
ried on June 10, 1995 at St. Joseph Church in Lebanon, Indi-
ana. 
      Eddie completed his residency and internship at various 
hospitals in Indianapolis.  He heard about a job opening in 
REO, Indiana, but by the time he made inquiries, that job had 
been filled.  But through them, he learned about another job  
in Evansville, Indiana at the ECHO (Evansville Coalition on the 
Homeless) Medical Clinic.  Eddie and Julie came to Evansville 
with their young daughter Anastacia and fell in love with the 
place.  In 2000, they purchased a home on Hillview Drive and 

soon welcomed two other children into their lives:  Isabella 
and Sam.   
     Eddie had a great heart for the poor and underprivileged 
and during his twelve' years working at the ECHO Health Clinic 
he was able to do much good for the neediest people in our 
community.  Eddie also worked for the Evansville Multi Spe-
cialty Clinic from 2010 to 2015.  For the last five years he has 
worked at the  west side St. Vincent Urgent Care Clinic. 
      Eddie’s heart for the poor was also seen in the work he did 
with our Haiti Outreach Team.  He went on several mission 
trips with members of our parish and shared his medical ex-
pertise at the health clinic at St James Parish in Plaine Nu 
Nord.   
     Caring for the neglected and overlooked was also evi-
denced in Eddie’s work as a gardener. He told people that 
working in a garden was his mental therapy.  “It’s cheaper 
than  paying to go see a psychiatrist.”  So you would find 
Eddie going to Rural King to pick out the overlooked plants 
that others might have thought didn’t have a chance to sur-
vive, bringing them home and helping them to grow and pro-
duce.     Looking for bargains also fit well into Eddie’s frugal 
nature of not wasting anything.   
      Eddie was closely connected with his family.  Although 
distance may have separated them from each other, the bonds 
of love deepened  among them over the years.  The death of 
his father and mother over the last years were reminders of 
the love they all had for each other.  Eddie’s concern for his 
family took on practical aspects as well.  As the first one in his 
family to graduate from college, Eddie used his resources to 
help many of his siblings make their way through college as 
well. 
      In his own quiet way, Eddie made his presence known in 
our parish family as well.  In addition to being part of our Haiti 
Ministry, Eddie was also a member of our parish choir.  Most 
people will remember him as the person who led the singing of 
the Litany of the Saints at the Easter Vigil each year.  Eddie’s 
love of music was something he shared with the other mem-
bers of his family.   
      Eddie’s life ended suddenly on January 30 when he died in 
his sleep.  As all of us in the parish and  his colleagues are 
trying to come to terms with the suddenness of his death, we 
join in praying for his wife Julie, his children, Anna, Izzy, and 
Sam, his mother and father in law, Mike and Donna Heiststand 
and all his family.  We pray that, as they grive his loss, they 
may come in time to cherish the goodness of his life that will 
live on in their hearts and minds.   
 

REMEMBERING 

Larry Hoefling 
FER. 12, 1945—JAN. 20, 2021 

   The Dalai Lama, the spiritual leader of 
the Tibetan people, once said “My relig-
ion is kindness.”   Larry may not have 
been familiar with the Dalai Lama, but 
it could be said by all that knew him, 
that Larry’s religion was being kind. 
     Larry was the oldest of five children 
born to Earl and Millie Hoefling.  He was 

there to welcome his brothers Kenny “Hoss” and Mark and his 
sisters Cathy, Diane and Karen.  Growing up, Kenny was 
formed by the close knit connections of the Hoefling family.  
He attended grade school here at St. Joe and then graduated 
from Mater Dei High School.  He was known by his classmates 
as a friendly guy who had a heart especially for those who 
might have felt out of place or overlooked.  Even though he 
was a small guy, he joined the football team.  He may not 
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      College Care Packages will be available in 
church Saturday/Sunday, March 20-21 for pick up.  
Please return the care packages no later that 
Sunday, April 18. Please keep all of our college 
youth in your prayers through their final exams 
and the end of their school year. 

We gratefully acknowledge 
the following  contributions 
that were given in memory  

of loved ones. We remember 
the gift they have been in our life. 

 
LEROY & ROSE WEISS 

CEMETERY ENDOWMENT 
IN MEMORY OF 

Jean Johnson 
Rose Weiss 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

Larry Hoefling 
Rose Weiss 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

Florian Schenk, Jr. 
Rose Weiss 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

Edward Lagunzad 
Mrs. Rose C. Weiss 

 

 ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
IN MEMORY OF 

Jean Johnson 
Lorraine Blanford 

Martha Deer 
Mildred Vollman 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

Larry Hoefling 
David & Betty Fehrenbacher 

John & Gail Maurer 
Karen & Ken Morrow 

Robert & Cecilia Savoy 
Dolores Schoewe 

Mary Jo Hoefling Borst 
Gary & Dianne Wunderlich 

Stan & Glenda Love 
Wayne & Karen Breunig 
Sorority Sisters of Kristin 
Hoefling:  Amber Farl,  

Margo Lund, Jillian Short, 
Andrea Strapules, Jennifer 
 Matsuzaki  & Heidi Sharp 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Wilson 
 

IN MEMORY OF 

Edward Lagunzad 
Mike & Joyce Elpers 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

Pam Gries 
Angie Gries 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

Haley Link Brinkmeyer 
Angie Gries 

IN MEMORY OF 

Harold Lewis 
Imelda Woodward 

Joanna & William Morphew 
 

IN MEMORY OF 

Dr. Edward Lagunzad 
Lorraine Blanford 

Jim Hermann 
 

HORAK-DOSSETT 
 LITURGY ENDOWMENT 

IN MEMORY OF 

George Praed 
Peggy & Neal Dossett 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

Monica R. Krause 
Peggy & Neal Dossett 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

Paul Becker 
Lorraine Blanford 

 

JOE & WINNIE SCHU 
KITCHEN ENDOWMENT 

IN MEMORY OF 

Susan Enlow 
Francis & Ken Jarboe 

 

ST. JOSEPH HAITI FUND 
IN MEMORY OF 

Harold Lewis 
Jalane Weber 

 

URBAN & BETTY WILL 
LANDSCAPE ENDOWMENT 

IN MEMORY OF 

Harold Lewis 
Chris & Patti Will 

 

ST. VINCENT’S FOOD 
 PANTRY IN MEMORY OF 

Dr. Edward Lagunzad 
Tom & Jackie Elsner 

have been the best player on the team, but what he lacked in size, 
he made up for with grit and determination ready to give his best 
for the team. 
     Larry’s concern for others was no doubt part the motivation he 
had for joining the service.  In his senior year, he and his fellow 
classmate and good friend, Dave Fehrenbacher, joined the Naval 
Reserve.  After graduating from high school, they underwent basic 
training and then took special classes to be part of the Navy Medi-
cal Corps.  In his years in service, Larry worked at  Bethesda Navel 
Hospital near Washington DC and later at military hospitals in Cali-
fornia.   
     After completing his military service, Larry returned home and 
began working in the tourism division of the Indiana Department of 
Commerce.  He would also work with then Lt. Governor Richard 
Folz.  His friend Dave Fehrenbacher remembers Larry using his 
connections to secure tickets on the 50 yard line for an IU football 
game.  For most of his working life Larry worked as a fireman with 
the Evansville Fire Department and retired from there after 27 
years of service. 
       Larry had a great love for his family, especially his daughter, 
Kristin.  His great love in life was being her dad.  Larry “adopted” 
his nieces and nephews as his “kids” as well.  He found great de-
light in arranging fishing trips for them and playing softball and 
taking them to St. Louis Cardinal baseball games.  Larry never lost 
his love for sports and continued to follow Mater Dei sports teams 
as well as following the Fighting Irish from Notre Dame.  Most re-
cently, he followed the efforts of his great nephew Mason Wunder-
lich in his role as quarterback of this year’s Mater Dei football 
team. 
      Larry faced many challenges in his life but never let any of 
them diminish his spirit. Wherever he was and whomever he en-
countered, Larry’s sprit of kindness to all was front and center.   
Larry’s health challenges led him to live as a resident at Cyrpus 
Grove Rehabilitation Center in Newburgh.  The staff there helped 
Larry to find a second home for the last fourteen years of his life. 
     Larry died on January 12 with his family at his side.  We give 
thanks for the gentle spirit that was so much a part of his life.  We 
pray that the kindness he displayed in his life might inspire his 
family and friends and all of us to be a kind presence in our world.  
We pray now that he may be at peace with his mom and dad, Earl 
and Mille, and his brothers, Mark and Kenny and his sister Kathy.   

REMEMBERING 

Mark Fleeger 
June 1, 1957 - February 11, 2021  

    Mark is the son of Jack and Patricia 
Fleeger and the brother to Mike, Scott and 
Mary.  He graduated from St. Joe Grade 
School.  He then graduated from Reitz high 
School. 
    During his life, Mark worked as a line-

man for SIBECO (now Vectren) where he worked to construct the 
high currency electrical towers.  He later worked for a company 
doing tower work at sites all over the United States.  Where other 
people might have been scared because of working at such 
heights, Mark was comfortable in this arena.  Later in his life, Mark 
worked as a over the road truck driver and most recently worked 
as a truck driver hauling coal.   
    People remember Mark as a person who was good working with 
his hands, enjoying working on different kinds of projects.  They 
also remember him as person who loved the outdoors and enjoyed 
going hunting.  His siblings remember him as just a happy go lucky 
kind of guy who enjoyed the simple things in life, especially his 
dogs.   
       Over the last several years Mark dealt with many health chal-
lenges, among which were open heart surgery and most recently 
dealing with the effects of a stroke.  For the last few years Mark 
was a resident at the Westpark Rehabilitation Center in Evansville.  
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INTRODUCING OUR HIGH 

SCHOOL SENIORS     

Kylie Mitchell 
    It’s been an eventful four years 
of high school at Mater Dei for Ky-
lie.  She is the daughter of Jessica 
Wallace and Ryan Mitchell and 
older sister to Etta and Oliver Wal-
lace.  Going to school during a pan-
demic has taken it’s toll.  
“Sometimes it’s hard to remember 
what ‘normal school life was like.’  
It’s kind of hard to believe that it’s 
my senior year and my time at Ma-
ter Dei is coming to an end,” Kylie 
reflected.  Despite the challenges, 
Kylie has made the most of her four 

years.   
    This past fall she completed four years as a member of the 
girls golf team, joining fellow St. Joe graduate and friend, 
Maggie Couch.  “I played golf with my grandpa when I was in 
grade school, but it was in my freshman year that I got a little 
more serious about the game.  I tried out for the team and 
found out I enjoyed it.”  This past fall, the team did better 
than it ever did, winning the sectional championship and then 
playing at the regional level.   
    Kylie also served on the prom committee last year.  
“Unfortunately, because of the covid pandemic we weren’t 
able to have the prom, but I’m hoping we will be able to have 
some sort of celebration this year.”  She has also been a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society for the past two years.  She 
also helped with the dance marathon fundraisers for Riley Hos-
pital, helping to collect money and donations from local busi-
nesses and helping with other fundraisers. 
    Of course, a lot of her time is taken up with academic work 
in which she has invested lots of her time and energy.  One of 
the interesting classes she is taking now is Forensics.  “We’re 
learning about crime scenes and what you can learn from a 
droplet of blood at the crime scene.” 
     Next year, it looks like Kylie will be attending USI.  “At first 
I thought I wanted to be a lawyer, then I thought I might want 
to be a dental hygienist, then I thought I wanted to get into 
accounting, then I thought maybe I wanted to explore cosme-
tology.  So right now, it’s safe to say that I’m undecided about 
what my major will be.”   
    Kylie graduated from St. Joe Grade School.  “I really miss 
my grade school years.  They have lots of great memories for 
me.  Things like field day and the special celebration we had 
the day before we left for Christmas vacation.”  What made 
each day special was the chance to visit with her grandma, 
Cheri King, in the school kitchen each day.  There are also 
memories of helping to roll dumplings for the summer social 
and helping out at the parish fish frys.  “I really enjoyed those 
experiences and look forward to continuing to be part of them 
in the years ahead.   
      Kylie was six years old when her mother, Jessica, married 
a young man named Chris Wallace.  “We moved into the house 
that he grew up in on north St. Wendel Road.  He introduced 
us to a whole new world of farming.”  Through the years, Kylie 
has become a regular participant at the local 4-H Fair.  As a 
member of the Livestock Club, she began showing cows at the 
fair.  One of the young heifers she showed a couple of years 
ago, just recently gave birth to another baby calf.   
    Kylie’s farming experience is not limited to 4-H shows.  

She’s also helped with milking cows at the Will Dairy Farm 
when they have been out of town.  And one of her regular jobs 
now is helping to take care of the baby turkeys at Chris’s tur-
key farm.  “It’s a lot of work and sometimes not the most glam-
orous.  I do everything from feeding and watering the turkeys 
to cleaning and sanitizing their feeders to picking up the tur-
keys that die.  Just recently we had some kind of sickness go 
through our turkey barn and lots of the turkeys died because of 
it.  You can’t be afraid to get a little dirty if you are going to 
do this work.  But it’s got to be done and I'm happy to do it.  
When she’s not busy working with the turkeys, she also does 
odd jobs at Chris’ workshop, mostly organizing files and clean-
ing up the place.  
       In talking with Kylie it becomes clear that family life is 
pretty important.  Gathering with family for holidays is one of 
the highlights of the year.  “We usually go to the Christmas Eve 
Mass then off to my Aunt Julie’s house for a great evening.  
Christmas morning is a special time for us to share presents and 
then off to Grandparents, John and Cheri King and then spend-
ing time with Chris’s family as well.  And somewhere in all of 
this we find time to watch “The Polar Express.”   
      “Family has always been important to me and I’ve come to 
appreciate it even more during this past year.”  It’s no surprise 
that the folks who have had a big influence in Kylie’s life would 
be her family, her mom and Chris and her extended family 
members.  “The biggest influence has to be my Grandma Cheri.  
I spent a lot of time with her at her house as I was growing up. 
She has such a big heart for others and is such a great model of 
kindness.” 
     WORDS OF WISDOM:  I think the biggest thing I have 
learned, especially through this pandemic, is that you need to 
make an effort to appreciate the little things in life.  There are 
a lot of things we can take for granted until we don’t have 
them anymore.  It’s then that we realize how important they 
were for us.  I think prayer is pretty important.  Going through 
all the changes we have gone through this past year has been 
pretty scary at times.  All that anxiety can really get to you.  
I’ve found that being able to talk to people you trust is really 
important and I have found comfort in just taking time to pray.  
I think I have prayed more this past year than I ever have in my 
life.”   
 

Dawson Pfaffman 
    High School has been interesting 
and crazy and busy and exciting for 
Dawson, a senior at Mater Dei.  She 
is the daughter of James and Bridget 
(Shane) Pfaffman.  She has two 
older brothers, Drew and Dylan who 
are in college and a younger sister 
Deliah who is in the eighth grade 
here at St. Joe.   
     Going to school during a pandemic has had it’s challenges.  
“It’s been difficult especially not being able to gather with your 
friends but we’ve been trying our best to deal with it a day at a 
time.”  Life goes on in high school and that means being in-
volved in different activities.  Dawson has been a member of 
the Pep Club which is pretty important this year since people 
can’t come in person to all the sporting events.  “We try to 
keep their spirits  up as best we can.”  Dawson is also a mem-
ber of the yearbook staff where she is one of the staff photog-
raphers.  That has also been challenging since especially cover-
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        It started out, we thought, as a simple repair job.  But, 
like many other things in life, it 
didn’t end up that way.  Here’s the 
story.  The floor in the cooler in 
our school kitchen was beginning 
to buckle.  Everyone who walked 
into the cooler risked tripping over 
this section of the floor.    Over the 
years, we have replaced and re-
paired the refrigeration condenser 
but the structure itself is the same 
as it was when it was first in-
stalled.  We believe our cooler was 
installed shortly after the school 
was built in 1958,   Our first thought was to just repair the sec-
tion of the floor that was buckling, but upon closer examination 

we found that this was a lot easier said 
than done.  In fact, we came to the 
conclusion that by the time we were 
able to get to the flooring unit and re-
pair it, it would be easier and more 
cost effective to replace the whole 
unit.   
     And so that is what we did.  We 
were further blessed to have the sup-
port of our Men’s Club who agreed to 
underwrite the cost of this new cooler.  
An added benefit to installing a new 
cooler was that we also replaced the 
shelving inside the cooler.  When it was 
first installed, wooden shelves were 

built for the cooler.  They have served us well over the last 
sixty years.  But food safety folks tell us that wooden shelves 
are not the best kind of shelving for coolers.  Now, if we can get 
sixty years service out of this new unit, we will be doubly 
blessed.  Special thanks to the St. Joe Men’s Club and to Everett 
Baylor for his help with this project.        

ing the different sporting events where attendance is limited.  
“We want to be sure all the different events of the school year 
get covered even in the midst of the pandemic that we are living 
with.” 
      Dawson is also a member of the English Academic Team 
where she joins her cousin and fellow St. Joe graduate, Eliana 
Nisley.  “I’ve been on the team for the past two years and we 
would get together every week to practice.”  What does prac-
tice for a competition involve?.  Well, it’s been a lot of reading 
and identifying different sections of poetry and becoming famil-
iar with different novelists.  They started and ended their season 
on a high note, with a win at their first competition.  Unfortu-
nately, much of the season got cancelled because of, you 
guessed it, the coronavirus pandemic.   
     Next year Dawson hopes to attend IU.  She’s looking forward 
to living on campus and striking out on her own.  She’s not sure 
what she will major in, but it will probably be some area where 
she can serve other people.  Of course a lot of these plans de-
pend upon what kind of scholarship offers she gets.  And let’s 
hope that by next fall, there is some sort of return to normalcy 
so life on a college campus can happen again. 
     Dawson is a graduate of St. Joe Grade School.  “I loved my 
time at St. Joe.  We had a great class and got along well with 
one another.  We had some great teachers there.  I remember 
Mrs. Elpers especially who worked hard to teach us proper gram-
mar in English.  I think I appreciate that more now from being in 
high school than I did at the time.  I also remember going to 
Mass each week and the special things we did during our eighth 
grade year when we were the head of the school families.  I re-
member especially the service we had on Holy Thursday where 
we washed the feet of the people in our school family and also 
the times on Ash Wednesday when we signed all the people in 
our school family with ashes.” 
     Being a member of the parish has given her memories of 
helping out at the summer social.  “I’d usually work with the 
games for the little children and then help my mom who worked 
in the quilt booth.”   
      When Dawson is not busy with school work and school activi-
ties, she has also found time to work at OBJ designs.  “They do a 
lot of decorating for weddings and different family gatherings.  
I’m usually the person who gets things for people and helps out 
wherever I can.  But I like it because I get to use a little bit of 
the creative side in me.”   
       It’s clear, in talking with Dawson, that family means a great 
deal.  “During high school, I’d usually stop by to visit my 
Grandma Shane.  It’s always good to go there because she is 
such a welcoming person and always has something good to eat.  
The covid pandemic made it difficult to do this for the last few 
months and I really miss it.  Gathering at my grandma and 
grandpa Shane’s for the holidays has always been the highlights 
of the year.  The pandemic made it difficult to gather for Easter 
last year, but we were able to gather this past Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  “It’s good to get together with all my Shane cousins.  
There's always a lot of good food and the chance to play dominos 
or whatever new board games people have brought.   I also en-
joy getting together with my Grandma Pfaffman.  We don’t get 
the chance to do that as much since she is living in Florida.”  
      It’s no surprise that among the people Dawson identifies as 
influential in her life would be her parents.  “What I enjoy about 
my dad is that he is pretty laid back about most things in life.  
He’s also got a great sense of humor.  I really admire my mom 
and the work she does as a teacher at Lodge Elementary.  She 
really cares about her students.  Her kindness has inspired me.  I 
think it was because of her that when I was younger I would go 
visit the people in our neighborhood especially the people who 
were older.  What I appreciate about both my parents is knowing 

that they are there for me and will help me in whatever way I 
need it.” 
     WORDS OF WISDOM:  “What I have learned is that it is im-
portant to get to know other people.  Don’t be afraid to reach 
out to people especially those who are not normally part of 
your circle of friends.  I think one of the best things you can do 
is to spread a little kindness everyday.  You never know when 
your simple act will be the thing that will make someone’s 

day.” 
 

Hannah Smith 
      Coming to the end of her high 
career has left Hannah both exited 
about endings and new beginnings as 
well as a bit of sadness that the days 
of high school have gone by so 
quickly.    Hannah is a senior at Ma-
ter Dei and the daughter of Amy Mul-
lins and Jason Smith and the older 
sister of Landon, who is also a stu-
dent at Mater Dei. 

    High school years have been filled with lots of academic 
challenges.  Right now, among her most interesting classes are 
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   It's time to start planning for the lawn mowing 
season in our parish. We have five crews (more if 
we can get more people) who mow the lawn each 
Thursday on a rotating basis—once every six weeks.  
The crews mow the lawn around the rectory, 
church, school and convent and the cemetery.  
We provide all the equipment (self-propelled 
lawn mowers, riding lawn mower, weed 
eaters, and refreshments for the work-
ers!). 
         Each year we need to replace 
some crew members whoare unable to 
continue.  We’re looking for men and women to be a part of 
one of our mowing crews.  Maybe you could be one of them.  
Call the parish office (812-963-3273) or Mark Schmitt (812-963-
9186)  the coordinator of our lawn mowing crews.  Not only 
can you help the parish save money, but you can also help in 
keeping our grounds looking nice, and it’s great exercise! 

HELP US GET THE CEMETERY READY 
 FOR THE  LAWN MOWING SEASON  

       For the common 
good, the cemetery 
board has established 
guidelines for ceme-
tery decorations.  The 
basic rule our ceme-
tery board is trying to 
follow is this:  any 
decorations or flowers 
need to be attached 
to the grave monu-
ment itself or placed 

securely in flower containers that are a part of the grave monu-
ment.  Anything else placed around the grave monument creates 
a hazard for our lawn mowing crews. 
      To help us get ready for our lawn mowing season, we ask 
that you remove any decorations around your cemetery tomb-
stones that might get in the way of our lawn mowing crews.    
Remember that flowers and plaques  
must be attached securely to the 
tombstone or flower vases.  Shep-
herd’s crooks, statues, balloons, and 
the like are not permitted as they are 
a hazard to our mowing crews.   
      We believe it is important for all 
those who are placing flowers on the 
graves of their loved ones to periodi-
cally check them.  We have found 
that some people will place artificial 
flowers on the grave and then never 
come and check on them.  In the 
meantime, the flowers get faded and 
shredded and begin to disintegrate 
thus causing bits of flowers to be scattered all over the ceme-
tery.  We think this is not in keeping with the image of the ceme-
tery that people in the parish would like to see. 
    Thanks for your help in keeping our cemetery a place of  honor 
and respect as well as a safe place for our lawn mowing crews.  

Human Anatomy and Forensics.  “Mr. Vogel teaches Human Anat-
omy and he is a pretty demanding teacher but you know that he 
cares about everyone’s success.  In Forensics class, we’re learning 
a lot about the different elements of the crime scene and what 
they can tell you about the crime.” 
    Aside form her academic work, Hannah has also been busy with 
other activities as well.  She’s been on the girls golf team for the 
past three years, where she joined her teammates and fellow St. 
Joe graduates Maggie Couch and Kylie Mitchell.  When we talked 
she had just finished her career as a member of the girls basket-
ball team.  “We had to take a lot of precautions this year because 
of the covid pandemic but we managed to get through the season 
without too much difficulty.” They had a pretty good season, 
reaching the final game in the sectional tourney. 
     Right now much of Hannah’s time is taken up with play prac-
tice.  She was part of the fall play, One Stoplight Town.  Now she 
is a part of the spring musical Emma, which is based on a Jane 
Austen novel.  She plays the teacher, Mrs. Wilson, and is also a 
part of the ensemble.  “This year we are having two different 
casts prepare for the play, in case anyone gets affected by the 
covid virus.” The performance is scheduled for mid April and they 
plan to live stream the production as well as selling a limited 
number of  tickets for each performance. 
    Next year Hannah plans to pursue her academic career by going 
to USI or perhaps IU depending on what kind of scholarship offers 

she receives.  Right now she is undecided about her major.   
     Hannah graduated from St. Joe Grade School.  “I have a 
lot of great memories from grade school days, especially my 
eighth grade year and the volleyball game between the 
eighth grade and the school faculty.  I had a lot of great 
teachers there.  I remember especially Mrs. Daugherty, Mrs. 
Elpers, and Mrs. Will.  They were really good at preparing me 
for high school.”   Hannah also has some great memories of 
parish life, as well—helping to roll dumplings for the summer 
social and helping out her grandma and grandpa at the bingo 
games.  “I remember the special Masses at Christmas and 
Easter.  It’s good to be a part of the community.  You have 
the sense that people really care about one another.” 
      When Hannah talks about the people who have had the 
most influence on her, it comes as no surprise that her family 
is the biggest influence.  “People say my mom and I are a lot 
alike in the way we talk to others and in our personality.  I 
think we have a lot of shared interests.  She’s the one that 
has nurtured my artistic side.  One of the special things we 
did together was to attend a Jonas Brothers Concert in St. 
Louis.  From my dad, I get a lot of interest in sports.  He’s 
the one who got me interested in playing golf.  And we share 
a love for baseball, especially following his favorite team—
The Cincinnati Reds.  My dad has also been the person who 
has got me interested in reading.  We’re big fans of the Harry 
Potter series.”   
      Extended family also plays a big part in Hannah’s life.  
My mom’s parents (Steve and Marcia Frey) have been a big 
part of my life.  They have pushed me to do my best in what-
ever I did.  And my grandma Marcia is such a gracious and 
welcoming person.  I’ve also got the chance to get to know 
my other set of grandparents since they have moved here 
recently.  I’ve learned a lot about our family history from my 
Grandma Smith.  That has been really interesting. 
       WORDS OF WISDOM  “One of the challenges we have had 
to face is living with this pandemic.  That’s meant a lot of 
adjustments which we end up doing pretty well.  But it’s also 
been hard not being able to gather with friends and do the 
things we used to be able to do.   One of the other chal-
lenges now is trying to figure out what I want to do with my 
life.  One of the blessings is knowing you have a family that is 
very supportive.  I think I have learned how important it is to 
appreciate the little things in life—family gatherings, vaca-
tions, and just being around folks you care about.”  
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as “the way it must have been,” we risk losing the great 
strength that I think was at the core of Joseph’s life.    And 
we risk losing the opportunity of seeing him as a viable man 
of strength and faith who can speak to us today.   
     My guess is that nothing was as simple for Joseph as the 
story in Matthew would suggest.  Why would it be?  It’s 
much more likely that when Joseph awoke, he began to 
reconsider his initial thoughts about divorcing Mary.  What 
other alternatives would there be for him?  Should he just 
go ahead and get married?  After all he and Mary were al-
ready betrothed.  Then there would be no one who might 
say “so, Joseph now why is that Mary and you are not get-
ting married?”  But the community is small and as with any 
small community, there are no secrets.  Everyone knows 
and they will surely know that Joseph is not the father.  
What does he say to all the other men of the community 
who would have divorced Mary very publically.  What would 
he say to those who said to him “you can’t take Mary into 
your home as your wife.  Think of the scandal it will be.” 
       And as happens with any big decision we make, once 
we make the decision we almost immediately begin to won-
der if it really was the right thing to do.  As the weeks and 
months went on, there surely must have been times when 
Joseph had second thoughts about the decision they made.  
      Seeing Joseph in this light does not diminish Joseph’s 
status.  In fact, I think it makes him an even stronger model 
of faith for us.   What makes Joseph strong is that he paid 
attention to the things that were happening to him, even to 
the things he dreamt about.  It could have been just as easy 
for Joseph to wake up in the morning after his dream, 
shake his head, and conclude...well that was some weird 
dream. It doesn't make any sense to me.  And then, simply 
have gone on his way, putting Mary and her future on her 
own path to deal with things as best she could.  She would 
no longer be his problem, much as he might have cared for 
her.  It could have happened this way.  But it didn’t.  And I 
think it didn’t because Joseph had the courage to pay at-
tention to the things that tugged at his heart.  No doubt he 
spent much time trying to figure out what they meant and 
what he should do about it.   
      Now we can romanticize  the life of Joseph and just 
gloss over all these concerns by saying, well, God just 
somehow made it possible.  But I think this makes Joseph 
into the nice old looking guy we see reflected in so many of 
the statues of him we see in church.  And then we can put 
him on the shelf and conclude that he is just like a lot of 
other stuff we hear about religion—it’s nice but it doesn’t 
speak to the experiences we might have in life.  Even 
though we may come to this conclusion, we would not say it 
in public, we would just ignore it like we do with so much 
other religious talk. 
       But if we do so, we miss out on the power of the exam-

(Continued from page 1) 

 
PALM SUNDAY—MARCH 28TH   

Masses (Sat. 5, Sun. 8 & 10:30) 
Blessed Palms will be available at all the Masses.  

During each of the Masses we will proclaim together 
the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

 

CHRISM MASS 
TUESDAY—MARCH 30TH  

5:30 pm AT St. Benedict’s Church 
During this Mass, Bishop Siegel will bless the 

Holy Oils used for Baptism, Confirmation, Holy 
Orders and Anointing of the Sick.  

 

HOLY THURSDAY—APRIL 1ST   
MASS OF THE  

       LORD’S SUPPER   7 pm 
Following the Mass there will be time  for pri-

vate prayer in Church 
 

GOOD FRIDAY—MARCH 2ND  
CELEBRATION  OF 

 THE LORD’S PASSION   7 pm 
During the Passion We will  

proclaim together the Passion of our Lord Jesus 
Christ according to John.  The church will  

open all day for prayer 
 

HOLY SATURDAY APRIL 3RD   
HOLY SATURDAY  MASS AT NIGHT   7 pm 

During this service we will  Light the Paschal 
Candle, Proclaim the Exultet (The Easter 

Proclamation), renew our Baptismal  
Promises and celebrate the Lord’s Supper 

 
EASTER SUNDAY—APRIL 4TH  

Mass at 8 and 10:30 am 

ple of Joseph.  And I think this is especially true for men.  Joseph 
exemplifies the very best of  warrior energy that is in all men.  This 
is the energy that says I will  face any danger and brave any hard-
ship in life.  Joseph is not afraid to face the things that don’t make 
sense in life.  He is not afraid to let his assumptions about life be 
questioned.  He is willing to confront all the twists and turns of life 
and with the question:  What is this situation asking of me?  And he 
was not afraid to live with uncertainty and mystery.  He can trust 
that there is something bigger that is guiding his life.   
     I think this is what makes Joseph such a good role model.  He did 
not shy away from what was happening in his life.   He did not shy 
away from dealing with the difficult things in life.  He was willing to 
let uncomfortable situations in his life to be his teachers.  He did 
not waste his time and energy asking “why did this happen.”  In-

(Continued on page 12) 
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      The Catholic Relief Services Collection funds six Catho-
lic agencies that work to serve our suffering brothers and 
sisters around the world. Through humanitarian aid, reset-
tling displaced individuals and families, and advocating on 
behalf of victims, the Catholic Relief Services Collection 
allows us to see every encounter with a suffering person as 
an opportunity to help Jesus in disguise. 

To learn more about the work of Catholic Relief  
Services, visit their website:  ww.crs.org 

Be an island  of mercy  in  
a  sea  of  indifference.  

                      Pope Francis 

      Not all of us can do great things, 
but we can do small things with great 

love.   Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

          

If you are interested in finding out who is buried in our 
cemetery and where their grave is, you can find this infor-
mation on our parish website   www.stjoeco.org.  Click on 
“Church Information” and then click on “cemetery.”  There 
you will find an alphabetical listing of all the people buried 
in our cemetery and the section and row in the cemetery 
where they are buried.  You can click on the “map of the 
cemetery” which will show you where they are buried.  If 
you  walk through our cemetery you will notice that each 
row of the cemetery is marked by the section of the ceme-
tery (A,B, C or D) and the row it is.  This will help you locate 
the person you are searching for.   

 

Dear friends, 
      Thanks so much for your parish’s weekly donations of 
food to the St. Vincent dePaul Food Pantry.  Every Tuesday 
Terry Drone arrives with multiple bags of groceries—even 
during these pandemic times when church attendance is 
less.  In addition, several members of the parish send mone-
tary donations on a regular basis.  We are grateful for St. 
Joe’s partnership  with us in this much needed ministry.  
Dorothy Day, echoing the words of scripture said:  The mys-
tery of the poor is that they are Jesus, and what you do for 
them, you do for Him.”  What an important awareness to 
live by:  Christ comes to us “disguised” in the need of our 
neighbor.  It is evident you are aware of—and act on—this 

truth.         Sr. Donna Marie Herr OSB 

                    SVDP Food Pantry Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     Susie Head has been our faithful coordinator for our an-
nual “Diaper Bag Express” through which we collect items 
for Birthright.  We are so grateful for her efforts which she 
has undertaken for many years.  Her job has entailed put-
ting out a container for items (we’ve used a portable play-
pen in the past) as well as the diaper bags that people can 
fill with items for newborn babies.  She has also taken the 
items to Birthright (it’s located at 20 Read Street near 
Deaconess Hospital).  After all these years of faithful ser-
vice, she is now moving on to take up new challenges in 
her life.  So we are in need of someone who will take over 
this job.  If you can help, or know of someone who might 
like to do it with you, contact the parish office (812-963-
3273) and let us know.  Thanks! And thank you Susie! 

If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes  
on your back, a roof overhead and a place to sleep  

... you are richer than 75% of this world. 
 

If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare  
change in a dish someplace ... you are among the  

top 8% of the world's wealthy. 
 

If you woke up this morning with more health than 
 illness ... you are more blessed than the million who 

 will not survive this week. 
 

If you have never experienced the danger of battle, the  
loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of torture, or the  

pangs of starvation ... you are ahead of 500 million  
people in the world. 

 
If you can attend a church meeting without  fear of harassment, 

arrest, torture or  death ... you are more blessed than  
three billion  people in the world. 

 
If you hold up your head with a smile on your face and  

are truly thankful ....,you are blessed because 
 the majority can, but most do not. 

 
If you can hold someone’s hand, hug them or even  

touch them on the shoulder ... you are blessed  
because you can offer the healing touch.  

 
If you can read this message, you just received a  double  

blessing in that someone was thinking of you,  and furthermore, 
you are more blessed than over two billion people in the  

world who cannot read at all. 
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Saturday 
March 20, 2021 

5 PM 

Lee Askins 
Peter and Jodi Fehrenbacher 

Mary Loehrlein Carolyn Hutchison 

Sis Jarboe 
 

Patrick McDonald 
 

Fred and Judy Gries 
 

Sunday 
March 21, 2021 

8 AM 

Al Debes Sarah Duncan 
Tom and Dolores Folz 

 Jalane Weber 
Marcia Frey 

Conner Frey  
Kylie Frey 

 

Larry and Henrietta Happe 
 

Sunday 
March 21, 2021 

10:30 AM 

Diane Bassemier Darlene Appler 
Danielle Schmitt 

Tricia Gerteisen Doris Taylor 

Jane Scheller 
 

Ashley and 
Gabe Jung 

Jim and Jane Scheller 
 

Saturday 
March 27, 2021 

5 PM 

Chuck Jansen Brandon Werner 
Natalie Schneider 

Ron and Margaret Angermeier 
Toni Askins 

Patrick McDonald 
 

Don and Alice Weis 
 

Sunday 
March 28, 2021 

8 AM 

Imogene Baehl Michael Elpers 
Randy and Kathy  Fehrenbacher 

Chick Duncan 
 

Dennis Niemeier  
Parker  Baumeyer  

 
Tom and Donna Blythe 

 

Sunday 
March 28,, 2021 

10:30 AM 

Addison Elpers Tricia Gertiesen 
Sally Kempf Cecelia Koch 

Joe Crowdus 

Mandy Elpers 
 

Troy  
Gerteisen 

 
Randy and Darlene Appler 

Saturday 
April 3 2021 

5 PM 

Donald Werner 
Lee and Toni Askins 

Bob and Mary Kay Fehrenbacher 

Sis Jarboe 
 

Louis & Lexa Meredith 
John and Jane Luigs 

 

Sunday 
April 4 2021 

8 AM 

Jean Duncan  
Bryan and Ann Craney 

 Marcia Frey Terry Drone 

Terry Drone 
 

Ben Gries and Ian Simmons 
 

Dan and Mary Ruth Lasher 
 

Sunday 
April 4 2021 

10:30 AM 

Kitty Deig  Paul Hillenbrand 
Amy Cody Jena Wessel 

Jason Gertiesen 
Jane Scheller 

Katelyn and Zach Bishop  
 

Mike Forcum Family 

Saturday 
April 10, 2021 

5 PM 

Donna Niemeier 
Eric and Karen  McDonald 
Butch and Linda Feulner 

Toni Askins Devin Feulner Lee and Toni Askins 

Sunday 
April 11, 2021 

8 AM 

Rodney and Paula Baehl 
Sr. Marie Therese 

Dave and Betty Fehrenbacher 
Donna Blankenberger 

Addy Wilkinson  
Madelynn Manger 

Dave and Sandy Schmitt 

Sunday 
April 11, 2021 

10:30 AM 

Rachel Schnaus Jason Gerteisen  
Becky Dosher Shane Wessel 

Steve Jung 
Jessica Reckelhoff 

Kurt Forcum  
Parker Warren 

Kevin Hartz Family 

DATE EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS LECTOR SERVER GIFT BEARERS 

      As we continue to navigate through this coronavirus pandemic, the liturgical ministers we need for  
our weekend  Masses are limited to our lectors and, when the need arises, one Eucharistic minister.   

We have printed this schedule in case things move back to our normal routine. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
1 7 am-7 pm 

       Eucharistic 
Adoration 

 
6:30 PM  MASS 

 
 

2 
   7:30 am MASS 
 

        

3   
 

7:30 am Mass  
 

Parish Staff 12-2 
 
 

4 
NO Mass 

 
 
 

5 7:30  MASS 

 

FISH FRY 
Serving  
5-7pm 

Drive Thru  
Carryout Only 

 

            

6Food Pantry 

Collection 
Sacrament of  
Reconciliation 

4pm 
Mass 5 pm 

   
  Time  
changes 
   this   
weekend     

7   Mass   

        8  & 10:30 
 

Family  Religious 
Education 9-10:15 

 
Food Pantry  

Collection 
 

8  7 am-7 pm 

       Eucharistic 
Adoration 

 
6:30 pm Mass 

 
 

9 MASS 7:30 AM 

 
` 

10   

Mass  7:30 am 
Parish Staff  

Meeting 12-2 pm 
 
 
 

11 NO MASS 

 

12  
   7:30  MASS 
 

 

           

13  Food  

Pantry  
Collection 

 
Sacrament of  
Reconciliation 

4pm 
Mass 5 pm 

COLLEGE CARE 
PACKAGES  
AVAILABLE 

14  Mass  &  

Children’s Liturgy  
of the Word   
8  & 10:30 

        
     Food Pantry  

Collection 
 

College Care  
Packages Available 

15 7 am-7 pm 

       Eucharistic 
Adoration 

 
Mass 6:30 PM 

 
 

16 7:30 AM Mass  

  
 

17 7:30 AM Mass 

Parish Staff  
Meeting 12-2 pm 

 

18 NO MASS 

Haiti Ministry  
Meeting 

7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 7:30 am  

Mass 

FISH FRY 
Serving  
5-7pm 

Drive Thru  
Carryout Only 

 

 

20Food Pantry  

Collection 
 

Sacrament of  
Reconciliation 

4pm 
 

Mass 5 pm 
 
 

21   Mass   

  8  & 10:30 
        
     Food    Pantry  

Collection 
 

Catholic Relief  
Services Collection 

 

22 7 am-7 pm 

       Eucharistic 
Adoration 

 
MASS  6:30 PM 

23  

      7:30 am Mass 
 

 

24    

7:30 am Mass 
 

25 
NO MASS 

26 
NO  Mass 

 
 

27 Food  

Pantry  
Collection 

 
Sacrament of  
Reconciliation 

4pm 
 

Mass 5 pm 

28 Palm Sunday 

Mass  8 &10:30 am 
 

29 7 am-7 pm 

       Eucharistic 
Adoration 

 
MASS  6:30 PM 

30 7:30 am Mass 

 
 

317:30 am Mass 1HOLY THURSDAY 

MASS  7 PM 

2 GOOD FRIDAY 

SERVICE  7 PM 

3     HOLY  

SATURDAY 
MASS 7 PM 

March 2021 
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stead he asked an even more 
challenging question:  What 
is being asked of me in this 
particular situation?  And he 
allowed the events of life, 
even his dreams, to help him 
understand what he should 
do.   By deciding to take 
Mary into his home as his 
wife, he had the courage to 
look weak and maybe even 
indecisive to the other mem-
bers of his community.  He 
had the courage to go against 
the grain of conventional 
thinking  even if it meant 
facing ridicule and judgment 
from others.   
      In the end I  come back 
to the opening words of this 
story:  “this is how the birth 
of Jesus came about.”   Per-
haps it was through Joseph’s 
willingness to face, head on, the experience of his life with all 
the courage that this entailed, that he was allowing Jesus to 
be born.  And maybe that is the point for all of us.  When we 
are willing to lean into the journey of our life and allow that 
journey to shape us, we too are allowing Jesus to be born 
once again.   

(Continued from page 7) 

PARISH OFFICE:  812-963-3273    
SCHOOL:OFFICE  812-963-3335    

SCHOOL FAX:  812-963-3337 
PRAYER CHAIN: 812-963-3149 

www. stjoeco.org 

 
 
 

Fr. Gene Schroeder—Pastor 
E-mail  gschroeder@evdio.org 

Ms. Kristan Gilles—Director of Liturgy/ Music 
E-mail kgilles@evo.org 

Mr. Nathan Winstead—Principal 
E-mail  nwinstead@evdio.org 
Mrs. Julie Kempf—Secretary 

E-mail  jkempf@evdio.org 
Mrs. Jessica Reckelhoff 

E-mail jreckelhoff#@evdio.org 
Coordinator of Religious Education 

 
WEEKEND MASSES: 

  Saturday 5pm   Sunday 8 and 10 am 


