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FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE 
OF ST. JOSEPH AS WE DO OUR PART 
FOR THE WORK OF OUR DIOCESE 

Fr. Gene Schroeder 

PASTOR 
      Earlier this year, Pope Francis declared 
2021 to be the year of St. Joseph.  Of course, 
that resonates deep with us here in our parish 

which was established under the patronage of St. Joseph in 
1841.  While we don’t know much about the life of Joseph, we 
are told that he was a “righteous man.”  A good way to put that 
is that he was a very conscientious Jew, serious about being a 

follower of the God of Israel.  He’s not 
just a card carrying member of the Jew-
ish synagogue.  He is deeply committed 
to letting his life be governed by the 
teaching of the Hebrew scriptures.   
     Joseph’s deep level of commitment 
means that life will take him to places 
and situations he could scarcely  imagine.   
In my mind, that had to include a lot of 
“letting go.”  More to the point, I think it 
required a willingness to often put aside 
his own beliefs in the “way things ought 
to be,” and trust that there was  some-
thing greater in life that he was called to 
be part of.  And he was asked to give his 
full efforts to this “something greater” 
even if he didn’t fully understand it.   
     Now we are beginning our annual 
Catholic Parishes Campaign.  We need 
some of Joseph’s courage as we embrace 
being part of a the Catholic church that 
goes beyond our parish.  I’m sure that 

throughout  the 180 year histroy of our parish, it has always 
been challenging to see ourselves not just as part of our parish 

but as part of the Diocese of 
Evansville and as a part of the 
Roman Catholic Church through-
out the world.  It’s just human 
nature to just think of ourselves 
and what immediately affects 
us.  This is even more challeng-
ing when we are asked to give 
of our financial resources to 
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MAKE YOUR PLEDGE TODAY! 
PARISH GOAL   $ 120,000.00 
PLEDGED TO DATE      $     5,000.00 
NUMBER OF PLEDGES:           1          

NOW MORE THAN EVER YOUR HELP IS 
NEEDED IF WE ARE TO MEET OUR GOAL 

LEARNING HOW TO  
BECOME SAINTS 

Mr. Nathan Winstead 

PRINCIPAL 
     Another school year has offi-
cially begun.  It’s the 148th time we have 
welcomed young children in the parish to 
school since those days in 1874 when three 
members of the Sisters of St. Francis in 
Oldenberg, Sr. Magdalena, Sr. Theresa, and Sr. Delphina, 
came to begin teaching in the original log cabin structure built 
in the 1840’s.  Our school faculty and staff once again take up 
the sacred work of assisting parents in forming  193 children in 
the ways of faith.  “Saints in the Making” is our theme for this 
school year.  Once again we use classroom formation and in-
formation along with a wide variety of extracurricular activi-
ties as the tools to teach our students about becoming 
saints.  And we do that first and foremost by being willing to 
embrace the role of “saint” in our lives.  
       There were great challenges for these young women as 
they began teaching with very few resources and very limited 
accommodations.   It was hard work.  In a short time, Sr. Mag-
dalena would die.  She is buried in our parish cemetery.  But 
the work continued, as did the challenges. 
      Now we continue to face challenges, not the least of 
which is dealing with the continued effects of the new delta 
variant of the covid-19 virus that we have been dealing with 
for the past year and a half.  These challenges also give us 
new opportunities to learn how to “become saints in the mak-
ing.”  Working for the common good and modeling how to deal 
with things we don’t necessarily want to deal with are two 
great opportunities.  Should 
children wear masks or not, 
should people get vacci-
nated?  What’s the right thing 
to do?  We have lots of people 
who have all kinds of differ-
ent opinions.   But one of the 
most important things that we 
can teach our children is how 
to live in a world with differ-
ing points of view.  And we 
teach that best by modeling 
that behavior in our lives. 
       Pope Francis keeps chal-
lenging us to think in terms of 
“we” and not just “me.”  It 
means being willing to seek 
the common good and to have 
a presumption of good will 
especially toward those who are called upon to make decisions 
as well as people who may see the world differently than we 
do.  That spirit has always been at the heart of our faith.  And 
we see that as part of our civic duty as well.  The words of 
President Kennedy’s inaugural address come to mind—”ask not 

(Continued on page 12) 
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help fund things that many of us don’t fully understand or even 
have little appreciation of.  But the work is important.   It is 
providing support for the work of our schools and religious edu-
cation programs, training people to serve as catechists, dea-
cons and priests, helping to fund a pension program for the 
employees of our schools and parishes,  and publishing our 
weekly diocesan newspaper The Message.   
       Some of this work may not be that visible—things like over-
seeing our common health insurance  and property and liability 
insurance programs, supporting the Catholic Church in the 
State of Indiana through the Indiana Catholic Conference; the 
Catholic Church in the United States through the National 
Catholic Conference of Bishops; and to the Church Universal at 
the Vatican to help Pope Francis pay the costs for running the 
Universal Church.  While we may be unfamiliar with this work, 
it, too, is important. 

(Continued from page 1) 

       It’s a great challenge to 
extend the ownership we feel 
in our local parish to the larger 
Catholic Church, in particular 
the Diocese of Evansville and 
in fact to the whole Universal 
Catholic Church.  But remem-
ber this:  providing for the 
financial support of our Dio-
cese is not something new.  
We’ve been doing it for the 
past 179 years of  the life of 
our parish.    
       Just as we have in done in 
our parish,  Bishop Siegel and 
all the other folks running our 
diocesan operation know just 
how important it is to  keep 
the costs of operating our dio-
cese as lean as possible.  And 
so, this year our “share” of the 
cost of running the diocese is 
the same as last year—
$120,000.    
       This  is a “bill” that we 
owe to the diocese.  So this 
year,  our CPC goal is 
$120,000.    Whatever we 
don’t raise through the CPC 
will have to come from our 
general operating budget.  So 
you can see why it is important 
that we meet our CPC goal.   
     Last year 72% of our parish 
families joined in making an 
average pledge of $336. 00 to 
our CPC campaign.  Together 
we were  able to meet our CPC 
goal,   I’m confident that they  will want to help out again  by 
making a pledge again this year.    
      Last year 28% of our parish families did not believe they 
were in a position to support the CPC.  I am hoping that the 
circumstances in their lives have changed so that they can join 
our common effort.  I feel  confident that if these families  will 
join efforts made by those who have supported the CPC in the 
past, we will be able to meet our parish goal of $120,000.   
       Sunday, September 12th  is the kick-off for our CPC cam-
paign this year.  As we have done in the past,  you will receive 
a letter inviting you to participate in our CPC.  Please take 
some time to think and pray about how God is asking you to 
help do the work He has given to all of us.  May the example of 
St. Joseph  fill us with confidence and courage to share our 
money so that God’s work can be done. As we join in the com-
mon effort, let’s remember, too, that when we work together, 
great things will happen in our parish and throughout our dio-
cese.   

Dear friends, 
     In this Year of St. Joseph, we remem-
ber what an example of courage and 
strength Joseph was to Mary and Jesus.  
In all the ordinary ways of his life, he 
was a sign of hope to them.   
     Once again, this year, all of us in the 
Diocese of Evansville are invited to be 
signs of hope for our world.  By making 
your pledge to our Catholic Parishes 
Campaign, you join with thousands of 

your  fellow Catholics who are helping to grow the ministries 
of the Diocese of Evansville.  These ministries reach beyond 
parish boundaries and impact the lives of countless people in 
the twelve counties of southwest Indiana and throughout the 
world.   
        With St. Joseph, I give thanks for the may ways you con-
tinue to bless your parish and our diocese by your faithful 
stewardship.   
 
 
                            Rev. Joseph Siegel  
                                       Bishop of Evansville 

Hail, Guardian of 

 the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the  

Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted 

his only Son; 

in you Mary  

placed her trust; 

with you Christ  

became man. 

Blessed Joseph, 

 to us, too, 

show yourself a father 

and guide us in 

the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, 

mercy and courage, 

and defend us from 

every evil.  Amen 
Pope Francis  

Prayer to St. Joseph 
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CONFIRMATION SESSIONS  
FOR CANDIDATES AND SPONSORES 

Sunday, September 26th from 11:30am — 1pm 
Sunday, October 31st from 1 — 3pm 

Sunday, November 14h from 11:30-1:00  
Sunday, December 5 Rite of Election  

at the 10:30 am Mass 
Sunday, January 16  11:30 am — 1:30 pm 

Sunday, January 23rd  11:30—1:30 
Confirmation Retreat and Practice 
 Saturday, February 5, 5 pm, 2021  

 5 pm Mass 
 Confirmation with Bishop Siegel   

      If you have any questions. Call/text/email  
Jessica Reckelhoff 812-598-1151  

jreckelhoff@evdio.org 

St. Joseph Newsletter 6202 W. Saint Joseph Road,  Evansville, IN 47720 
September, 2021 Vol. 29 No. 9  Published monthly by St. Joseph Catholic 
Parish  Publisher:  Fr. Gene Schroeder ,  Deadline:  15th of each month.   
TO SUBMIT ARTICLES Contact the parish office (812-963-3273)  or  email 
to gschroeder@evdio.org 

SUNDAY MORNING  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

      Our Sunday Morning Reli-
gious Education or “Family 
Class” will begin on Septem-
ber 12th at 9:00 am.  This 
program is a family oriented 
program based on the teach-
ings of the Catholic Faith that 
will help parents and children 
grow in faith together.  We 
will meet three Sundays a 
month for instruction and ser-

vice.  Classes are for students in grades K-12 and for adult par-
ents.  Contact Jessica Reckelhoff to register.   
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 
    After a year’s hiatus, we are once 

again ready to offer  Children's Liturgy of 
the Word during the 8 and 10:30 
Masses on Sunday morning.  Each Sun-

day, beginning on 
September 19th, our young 
children (ages four through first grade) are 
invited to meet with a catechist to share the 
Sunday readings  from Scripture at their 
level. We are looking for a few more teach-
ers to help once a month; if you feel called 
to help with this ministry, please  contact 
Jessica Reckelhoff.  

 
RCIA (FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN BECOMING  

CATHOLIC). Also open to those wanting to learn more 
about our Catholic Faith Tradition.  

What am I looking for?    How can I become part 
 of something bigger than myself?     What is the 
meaning  of my life?   How can I be a better per-
son?     Does God have something to  say to me?    
What is the right path for me in life? How can I 

make a  difference  in this world?  
  If you are asking these questions or questions like 
them, or think you may be interested… join us.  We 
meet on Sundays (beginning September 19h)  in 

the meeting room from 9-10 am.  If you know of someone who 
might be interested, let us know! No commitment required to 

begin.  For more information call/text  Jessica Reckelhoff          

 
WOMEN’S BOOK STUDY GROUP 

          This year we will be reading and dis-
cussing  Melanie Rigney’s book  Blessed Are 
You. We will have three discussion gather-
ings at St. Joe Inn; September 2nd , Septem-
ber 30thh, and November 4th all at 6:00 pm.    
Contact Jessica Reckelhoff to order a copy.  If 
you aren’t interested in the meetings, but still 
want the book, I can order one for you! 
 

THAT MAN IS YOU 
     Men, mark your calendars.  That 
Man Is You! begins this September.  
That Man Is You!  combines scrip-
ture, solid secular research, and a 
little fun to address the pressures 
and temptations facing men in our 
modern culture.  It seeks to form 
authentic leaders who will be capa-
ble of transforming homes and soci-
ety.  See the parish bulletin for 
more information in the coming 
weeks, or contact Jessica Reckelhoff if you are interested in 
being part of the planning and leading team! 
 

BIBLE STUDY GATHERING 
       This year we are offering parishioners 
a chance to be a part of a Bible Study 
group.  We will be studying Jesus, the 
Way, the Truth, the Life  beginning on 
Wednesday, September 8th and continu-
ing for ten weeks; ending on Wednes-
day, November 10th.  “Jesus: The Way, 
the Truth, and the Life is a new and fresh 
look at Jesus—who he is, what he is really 
like, what he taught, and what he did for 
our salvation. This encounter with Christ 

will inspire and empower you to center your entire life on him as 
you come to know and love him in an ever-deeper and more inti-
mate way.” Contact Jessica Reckelhoff to register and order a 
workbook. 
 

JOIN US FOR SOULCORE:   PRAYER and EXERCISE 
Soul core Rosary First Saturday’s 
beginning 4 at 7 am.  Core 
strengthening exercises alongside 
the rosary.  Bring an exercise 

mat and a bottle of water.  Meet on the school 
playground, or, in the gym if the weather is unfavorable.   
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         It was a another great 
day and another great parish 
effort.  The end result was 
the second best social we 
ever had. It was eclipsed only 
slightly by last year’s record 
breaking effort.    
      Once again this year we 
focused on the grand raffle 
and our famous chicken din-
ners.  We had such a great 
social last year, there was 
some concern about whether 
we would be able to do any-
where near as well this year.  
But everyone came through 
and things worked out great. 
     This year we actually sold 
more dinners than we did last 

year, 2409 vs 2406 last year.  And with each 
succeeding year, we have been fine tuning all 
the different details that go into making all 
the food.  That means learning how much 
flour and eggs you need to make enough 
dumplings, how much cabbage needs to be 
made into slaw, how many gallons of green 
beans and corn will it take for 2400 dinners.  

And then 
learn ing 
all the 
different 
tricks of 
the trade 
to ensure 
that the 
d i n n e r s 
are pre-
pared for 

pickup.  It’s a lot of details that can easily be 
missed.  But it’s all the details that make things run so 
smoothly as they did this year.   
     With the support of many folks, we were able to bring 
twenty dinners to the House of Bread and Peace, forty din-
ners to the Ozanam Family Shelter as well as bringing  
chicken dinners to several of members of the sheriff’s de-
partment. 
     This year, our expenses increased a little over last year.  
Part of that was a result of having to pay a larger fee for our 
raffle license (one of the downsides of doing so well last 
year) and some anticipated increases in food prices.   
      In the end, our social gross receipts were $114,340.78.  
When we accounted for our expenses of $28,233.71 ($15,000 
of this was for raffle prizes), we were able to have a net 
profit of $86,107.07.  Truly a great parish effort.   

BOOTH INCOME EXPENSES 

 2021 2020 2021 2020 

Dinners $29,206.50 $30,040.00 $10,948.43  $9,451.00 

Grand Raffle $85,134.28 $89,185.00 $17,285.28 $15,653.56 

TOTALS $114,340.78 $119,225.00 $28,233.71 25,104.56 

YEAR BY YEAR COMPARISON SUMMARIES 

 2021 2020 2019 2018 

TOTAL INCOME $114,340.78 $119,225.00 $76,619.01 $73,994.09 

TOTAL EXPENSES $28,233.71 $25,104,56 $14,930.46 $15,086.25 

NET PROFIT $86,107.07 $94,120.44 $61,848.99 $58,907.84 

 

$10,000—Susan Gibbs 
$2,500—Mike Collins 
$500—Phil & Becky Dosher 
$500—Lee Askins 
$500—James & Shelly Ruedlinger 
$500—Bob Fehrenbacher 
$500—Al Debes (Early Bird Winner) 
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        Each weekend when you participate 

in our food drive for the St. Vincent 

DePaul Food Pantry, you are helping to 

provide food for many people, especially 

young mothers and their children in the 

Evansville area! Besides canned goods, 

cash donations are also welcome.  
              Sr. Donna  Marie  Herr OSB 

Be an island  of mercy  in  
a  sea  of  indifference.  

                      Pope Francis 

      Not all of us can do great things, 
but we can do small things with great 

love.   Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

     The St. Joe Haiti Student sponsorship program is in search 
of  families to sponsor students at St. Jacques elementary 
school in Plain du Nord Haiti.  Your sponsorship will allow these 
young, needy children an opportunity for an education and a 

good lunch each day.  Your 
$360 sponsorship is used to 
fund tuition, uniforms, and 
school supplies for the chil-
dren.  If you are interested 
in being a sponsor for one of 
these children, contact the 
parish office (812-963-3273) 
and we’ll get the process 
started for you. 

 

ST. VINCENT DePAUL 
FRIENDS OF THE POOR WALK 
Saturday September 25, 2021  9 AM  

at the  Evansville State Hospital 
You will be invited to obtain pledges or 
donations, which will help aid the poor 
through the St Vincent De Paul Food Bank 
and the 27 parish conferences in the 
Evansville Diocese.  For more informa-
tion, or to make a donation, or to regis-

ter  go to www.svdpfriendsofthepoorwalk.org 
 

SMILE ON DOWN SYNDROME SMILE MILE 
SATURDAY 

 OCTOBER. 2, 2021 
VANDERBURGH COUNTY 

 4-H CENTER 
Registration begins at 8:30 

am  Walk begins at 10 am 
The Smile on Down Syndrome Smile Mile (formerly the Buddy 

Walk) was established in 1995 to promote acceptance and 
inclusion of people with Down syndrome 

 

     Recycling is not just good for the environment.  We are but 
one creature among millions on this planet.  We are charged 
with the great responsibility to be stewards of this great planet.  
And developing a consciousness for recycling is a great way to 
begin.   
      So what I am doing with the left over plastic bottle of soap, 
the cardboard that is left over when a roll of toilet paper is 
used, the water bottles and soft drink bottles that I have used, 
the metal can left over from the vegetables I had for dinner, the 
plastic forks and knives we used for the cook out last week, the 
newspapers that I have read, the aluminum cola and beer cans 
that have been consumed?  They can all be recycled.   

When we begin to accumulate 
we begin to forget our common 
responsibility for the planet 

and all its people. 
 What we need and what we 

want  are two different things. And that  
can be hard to determine. 

 But one thing is clear: when we have what  
we need it is time to get serious about  

seeing that others have the same. 
 Then we have to begin to do more than charity. 

We must demand just legislation 
 and sufficiency for everyone.  
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          What kind of saint is needed today? Someone who can 
show us how we can actually forgive an enemy? Someone who 
can help us come together across the bitter divide within our 
communities and churches? Someone who can show us how to 
reach out to the poor?  Someone who can teach us how to actu-
ally pray? Someone who can show us how to find “Sabbath” inside 
the bombardment of ten thousand television channels, a million 
blogs, and a billion tweets? Someone who can show us how to 
sustain our childhood faith amidst the sophistication, complexity, 
and agnosticism of our adult lives?  Someone who, like Jesus, can 
go into singles’ bars and not sin? Someone who radiates a full-
bodied humanity, even as he or she is, by faith, set apart? Some-
one who’s a mystic, but with a robust sense of humor? Someone 
who can be both chaste and healthily sexual at the same time? 
     The list could go on. We’re in pio-
neer territory.  The saints of old didn’t 
face our issues. They had their own 
demons to conquer and aren’t rolling 
over in their graves, shaking their fin-
gers in disgust at us in our struggles and 
infidelities. They know the struggle, 
know that ours is new territory with 
new demons to conquer and new vir-
tues asked for. The saints of old re-
main, of course, as essential templates 
of Christian discipleship, living gospels, 
but they walked in different times. 
       We need saints who can honor the 
goodness of the world, even as they 
honor God. We need women and men 
who can show us how to walk with a 
living faith inside a culture which be-
lieves that world here is enough and 
that the issues of God and the next life 
are peripheral. We need saints who can walk with a steady, adult 
faith in the face of the world’s sophistication, its pathological 
restlessness, its over-stimulated grandiosity, its numbing distrac-
tions, and its overpowering temptations. We need saints who can 
empathize with those who have drifted away from the church, 
even as they themselves, without compromise, hold their own 
moral and religious ground. We need young saints who can ro-
mantically re-enflame the religious imagination of the world, as 
once did Francis and Clare. And we need old saints, who have 
walked the gamut and can show us how to meet all the chal-
lenges of today and yet retain our childhood faith. 
     We need saints who can model for us the goodness of sexual-
ity, who can delight in its human joys and honor its God-given 
place within the spiritual journey, even as they never denigrate 
it by setting it against spirituality or cheapen it by making it sim-
ply another form of recreation. 
     Then too we need saints today who can, with compassion, 
help us to see our blind complicity with systems of all kinds 
which victimize the vulnerable in order to safeguard our own 
comfort, security, and historical privilege. We need saints who 
can speak prophetically for the poor, for the environment, for 
women, for refugees, for those with inadequate access to medi-
cal care and education, and for all who are stigmatized because 
of race, color, or creed.  We need saints, lonely prophets, who 
can stand as unanimity-minus one, and who can wage peace and 
who can point our eyes to a reality beyond our own shortsighted-
ness. 
      And these saints need not be formally canonized; their lives 
need simply be lamps for our eyes and leaven for our lives.   
                             Fr. Ron Rohlheiser, OMI 

     
 
        A refugee is any person who is unable to return to their 
home country out of a well-founded fear of persecution be-
cause of their race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or 
membership in a particular social group. Refugees do not vol-

untarily migrate but 
instead are forced 
to do so out of im-
mediate necessity. 
This is often in the 
context of civil un-
rest, armed con-
flict, human rights 
violations, or other 
violence.  
     How Does Refu-
gee Resettlement 
Work in the United 
States? Each year, 

the President authorizes the admission of a certain number of 
refugees into the country.  The Presidential Determination for 
admission goal of refugees to the United States in FY 2022. is 
125,000. This is a vast increase from the FY21 designation of 
only 15,000, the lowest ever in the history of the U.S. reset-
tlement program, and much closer to the historic norm of 
95,000.  There are 26 million refugees who have been forcibly 
displaced from their homes in the world today.   
    During the  application process for someone seeking to 
come to our country  (which typically takes at least 18 to 24 
months to complete), the prospective refugee remains outside 
of the United States. They undergo a rigorous and thorough 
screening process that includes a variety of security screenings 
with the FBI, the Department of Defense, DOS, the National 
Counterterrorism Center/ Intelligence Community, and finally 
the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services.  Further review 
is conducted if an individual’s application raises safety or na-
tional security concerns and, ultimately, he or she will not be 
resettled in the United States if such concerns are not re-
solved. 
        Once USCIS conditionally approves the applicant, he or 
she must complete a medical examination. Those individuals 
who receive approval for resettlement then undergo a final 
screening by the U.S. Customs and Border Protection prior to 
entry into the United States. Admitted refugees are assigned 
to one of nine experienced resettlement agencies in the 
United States prior to arrival to help ensure successful integra-
tion into our country. Once in the United States, refugees en-
gage in cultural orientation, English lessons, medical evalua-
tions, and other forms of social support through the resettle-
ment community and other community organizations.  
       Do refugees create a burden on receiving communities? In 
fact, it’s the complete opposite. Soon after resettlement, 
refugees become self-reliant and productive members of the 
community. More recently, the New American Economy has 
reported on the significant contributions made by refugees 
across the United States. For example, they found that in 
2015, “the almost 2.3 million refugees captured in our analysis 
earned a collective $77.2 billion in household income. They 
also contributed $20.9 in taxes.”   
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         Here is an exciting opportunity that can benefit you as 
well as needy families in our parish, and ultimately our par-
ish school.  The State of Indiana now enables you  to reduce 
your  state tax liability while at the same time helping low 
and middle income families send their children to our 
school.     
       Here’s what can help you.  Donors are eligible to take 
advantage of  a 50% credit against their state tax liability  for 
contributions  made to Choice Scholarship. If you make a  
contribution of $100  you can take $50 off your state taxes.  
There is no minimum necessary contribution.     In addition, 
your full contribution can also be deducted from your federal 
taxes.  Contributions that are made to an SGO can be desig-
nated for a specific school (in our case St. Joseph 
School).  That way the money you contribute will definitely 
go to providing a grant for a needy family here at St. Joseph.  
You can donate online by checking out the website http://
www.i4qed.org/sgo/donors     The great thing about this 
opportunity is that it can be a win/win for everyone involved.  
If you would like more information call Fr. Gene Schroeder 
(812-963-3273). 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORT—AUGUST 2021 
       The school year has begun.  Enrollment is up from last 
year.  Teachers and staff continue to navigate the challenges 
of holding in-person school in the midst of the a resurgence of 

the delta virus.  
We are continu-
ing to rely upon 
the good will of 
parents to work 
for the common 
good of provid-
ing a safe learn-
ing environment 
for our children.   

      Religious 
Education Pro- grams, under the direction of Mrs. 
Jessica Reckelhoff, have begun.  A wide variety of faith-
learning opportunities are being provided for both children 
attending public schools as well as adults in our parish. Some 
of these opportunities are in-person while many of them are 
on-line opportunities.    Sacramental preparation programs 
have also begun. 
      We are inviting choir members to again join in leading our 
prayer at the 8 am Mass on Sunday.  As the year progresses, 
and in light of ongoing coronavirus pandemic, we will be offer-
ing other in-person prayer opportunities, particularly penance 
services and communal anointing services.         
       Our parish outreach effort continues.  A Blood Drive was 
held in August.  This year, as part of our yearly missionary 
efforts, Mrs. Marilyn (Effing) Wassmer, made a mission appeal 
on behalf of the Mary Mother of God Mission Society in Vladi-
vostok.  Fr. Myron Effing, a son of our parish and brother to 
Marilyn and the late Marlene (Effing) Hasselbrinck) founded 

this society to work with the Catholic community in Vladivostok, 
Russia.  Weekly efforts to provide food for the St. Vincent dePaul 
Food Pantry continue, as do our efforts to support the Catholic 
Build for Habitat. 
       Nominations to the Brute Society were submitted to the 
Diocese office of Stewardship and Development. 
     At this point, our different parish groups will be able to use 
the school for their meetings.  Senior Citizens, second Friday of 
the month, will be meeting in the meeting room.  Altar Society in 
the meeting room, in the evening second Thursday of the month.  
Men’s Club in the evening on the third Monday of the month, 
Knights of St. John,  second Monday of the month in the evening.  
Both the Men’s Club and Knights won’t be using the cafeteria 
until October.  All these organizations will be conducting their 
usual fund raising activities:  kuchen sales, burgoo, sausage 
sales, and the Fall Festival.  Altar Society is having a quilt raffle 
with the drawing in September. 
       Rental of Parish Facilities:   Right now we do not have any-
one to cleanup after the rental of our gym and cafeteria.  In light 
of this, and the fact that our facilities are pretty heavily used by 
parish groups, we are continuing our policy of not renting the 
gym and cafeteria to parishioners.  When we do have a person 
who is willing to take over the clean-up job, we can revisit this 
decision.   Considering all the wear and tear on our facilities and 
the necessary insurance regulations, we need to ask ourselves if 
it is really worth offering our facilities for rent to the general 
public.   
       Several maintenance items have been addressed in the par-
ish.   We have repaired several sections of the blacktop.  David 
Enterprises came to dig out four areas and then replace the as-
phalt.  We were able to add some asphalt to the area where we 
installed a new grease trap.  Cost for this was $4,435.  We re-
placed one of the two air conditioning units in church. The cost 
for this is around $12,000.  We have also had some ongoing re-
pairs to several other air conditioning units in the school.   Cost 
was pretty minor.  The sand in our sand filter in the water treat-
ment plant has been replaced.  The cost for the washed sand was 
in the neighborhood of $3,000.  There are additional costs for the 
work performed by Garland Herman Excavating. We are wrapping 
up the final repair project resulting from the water damage to 
the school last August.  This involved some thirty-two doors on 
the first level of the school.  Dennis Niemeier, Gary Gries and 
Mike Loehrlein have been working on this.  Fehrenbacher Wood 
Specialties has done a great job with these repairs.  They look 
like brand new doors.  One of the cameras used to record the 
Mass in church has been replaced.  Several different components 
of our electronic sign have also been repaired/replaced.  We are 
very grateful to Frank and Dave Hertel for their help with this 
project.   
      The financial report for the fiscal year July 1, 2020—June 30, 
2021 was reviewed.  Overall, the parish is in sound financial 
shape.  While collections for the year were slightly below the 
total for the same period in the previous year, expenses were 
also lower, which left us with a positive cash flow at the end of 
the year. A complete report: August 2021  The Carpenter.   

   The Altar Society is offering you the opportu-
nity to join in support their work by buying tick-
ets to this special quilt raffle.  5 quilts and 2 
afghans will be given away on Sunday, September 12.  Look 
for tickets in the mail or get them from any Altar Society 
Member or the Parish Office. 
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Fr. Ron Rohlheiser, OMI     

        Several weeks ago after giving a 
lecture at a religious conference, the first 
question from the audience was this one: 
How can you continue to stay in a church 
that played such a pivotal part in setting 
up and maintaining residential schools for 
the indigenous people of Canada? How 
can you stay in a church that did that? 
       The question is legitimate and impor-

tant. Both in its history and in its present, the church has 
enough sin to legitimize the question. The list of sins done in 
the name of the church is long: the Inquisition, its support for 
slavery, its role in colonialism, its link to racism, its role in 
thwarting women’s rights, and its endless historical and present 
compromises with white supremacy, big money, and political 
power. Its critics are sometimes excessive and unbalanced, but, 
for the most part, the church is guilty as charged. 
       However, this guilt isn’t unique to the church. The same 
charges might be leveled against any of the countries in which 
we live. How can we stay in a country that has a history of ra-
cism, slavery, colonialism, genocide of some of its indigenous 
peoples, radical inequality between its rich and its poor, one 
that is callous to desperate refugees on its borders, and one 
within which millions of people hate each other? Isn’t it being 
rather selective morally to say that I am ashamed to be a Catho-
lic (or a Christian) when the nations we live in share the same 
history and the same sins? 
        Still, since the church is supposed to be leaven for a soci-
ety and not just a mirror of it, the question is valid. Why stay in 
the church? There are good apologetic answers on this, but, at 
the end of the day, for each of us, the answer has to be a per-
sonal one. Why do I stay in the church? 
        First, because the church is my mother tongue. It gave me 
the faith, taught me about God, gave me God’s word, taught 
me to pray, gave me the sacraments, showed me what virtue 
looks like, and put me in contact with some living saints. More-
over, despite all its shortcomings, it was for me authentic 
enough, altruistic enough, and pure enough to have the moral 
authority to ask me to entrust my soul to it, a trust I’ve not 

given any other communal 
entity. I’m very comfortable 
worshipping with other relig-
ions and sharing soul with non-
believers, but in the church in 
which I was raised, I recognize 
home, my   
      Second, the church’s his-
tory is not univocal. I recog-
nize its sins and openly ac-
knowledge them, but that’s 
far from its full reality. The 
church is also the church of 
martyrs, of saints, of infinite 
generosity, and of millions of 
women and men with big, 
noble hearts who are my 
moral exemplars.  I stand in 
the darkness of its sins; but I 
also stand in the light of its grace, of all the good things it has 
done in history. 
         Finally, and most important, I stay in the church because 
the church is all we’ve got! There’s no other place to go. I 
identify with the ambivalent feeling that rushed through Peter 
when, just after hearing Jesus say something which had every-
one else walk away from him, Peter was asked, “do you want 
to walk away too?” and he (speaking for all the disciples) re-
plied: “We’d like to, but we have no place else to go. Besides 
we recognize that, despite everything, you still have the words 
of everlasting life.” 
      In essence, Peter is saying, “Jesus, we don’t get you, and 
what we get we often don’t like. But we know we’re better off 
not getting it with you than going any place else. Dark moments 
notwithstanding, you’re all we’ve got!” 
       The church is all we’ve got! Where else can we go?  Behind 
the expression, I am spiritual, but not religious (however sin-
cerely uttered) lies either an invincible failure or a culpable 
reluctance to deal with the necessity of religious community, 
to deal with what Dorothy Day called “the asceticism of church 
life”. To say, I cannot or will not deal with an impure religious 
community is an escape, a self-serving exit, which at the end of 
the day is not very helpful, not least for the person saying it. 
Why? Because for compassion to be effective it needs to be 
collective, given the truth that what we dream alone remains a 
dream but what we dream with others can become a reality. I 
cannot see anything outside the church that can save this 
world. 
       There is no pure church anywhere for us to join, just as 
there is no pure country anywhere for us in which to live. This 
church, for all its checkered history and compromised present, 
is all we have. We need to own its faults since they are our 
faults. Its history is our history; its sin, our sin; and its family, 
our family – the only lasting family we’ve got.  

      We have updated our email list of parish families/
individuals.  We have been sending everyone our weekly par-

ish bulletin.  If you have an email address but 
have not received anything from us, chances 
are, we don’t have your email address.  So...if 
you are among these people, would you send 
your email address to us?  Call  and/or email 

Julie at the parish office (812-963-3272) or jkempf@evdio.org. 
with your latest information.   
      Also, we know that as time goes by, many 
people have discontinued their land line for 
phone and are using their cell phone instead.  
Have you dropped your landline?  Do we have 
your latest cell phone number?  Call  and/or 
email Julie at the parish office (812-963-3272) or 
jkempf@evdio.org. with your latest information.  Thank you 
for helping us keep in contact with everyone in our parish. 
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Saturday 
September 18, 2021 

5 PM 
Volunteer 

Sis Jarboe 
 

Sunday 
September 19, ,2021 

8 AM 
Volunteer Tom Blythe 

Sunday 
September 19, 2021 

10:30 AM 
Volunteer 

Jane Scheller 
 

Saturday 
September 25, 2021 

5 PM 
Volunteer Mike Reffett 

Sunday 
September 26, 2021 

8 AM 
Volunteer Dennis Niemeier  

Sunday 
September 26, 2021 

10:30 AM 
Volunteer 

Mandy Elpers 
 

Saturday 
October 2, 2021 

5 PM 
Volunteer 

Toni Askins 
 

Sunday 
October 3, 2021 

8 AM 
Volunteer 

Terry Drone 
 

Sunday 
October 3, 2021 

10:30 AM 
Volunteer 

Shane Wessel 
 

Saturday 
October 9, 2021 

5 PM 
Volunteer Sis Jarboe 

Sunday 
October 10, 2021 

8 AM 
Volunteer Donna Blankenberger 

Sunday 
October 10, 2021 

10:30 AM 
Volunteer Jane Scheller 

Saturday 
October 16, 2021 

5 PM 
Volunteer 

Mike Reffett 
 

Sunday 
October 17, 2021 

8 AM 
Volunteer Chick Duncan 

Sunday 
October 17, 2021 

10:30 AM 
Volunteer 

Shane Wessel 
 

DATE EUCHARISTIC MINISTER LECTOR 

      As we continue to navigate through this coronavirus pandemic, 
the liturgical ministers we need for our weekend  Masses are lim-

ited to one  lector and one Eucharistic minister for each Mass.   

COLLECTING MY THOUGHTS  
IN PROSE AND POETRY      

Mary Mayer 
I am old person with a quirky 

sense of humor.  I discovered, as 
of late, that I can turn my 

“everyday thoughts” into rhymes.  
The purpose of this book is to 

make you smile and say to your-
self  “been there done that.”   

 
     Mary is offering people a 

chance to buy this book of her poetry and is giving all 
the proceeds to our St. Joe School library.  Cost of the 
book is $10.  Contact the school or parish office if you 
would like to buy a copy of this book.   
 

      Here’s one of Mary’s  poems entitled  
The Junk Drawer 

 
There is a junk drawer in my kitchen 

That needs to get cleaned 
It has old coupons galore 

That were just never redeemed 
 

The stuff has some value 
But not its own space 

So I put it in the junk drawer 
To save it, just in case. 

 
I found a pack of petrified gum 

and an old sippy cup lid 
some marbles and a benkie 

that belong to some kid. 
 

I discovered my French harp 
a toothbrush and what do you know 

Here’s the tiny screw driver  
I mislaid long time ago. 

 
I found miscellaneous screws, 
some buttons and some chain 

I’ll put this all back,  
for I might need them again. 

 
An old birthday card, in it 

has no name. 
But there’s a fiver inside, 

so it’s mine to claim. 
 

It was a futile attempt 
to clean, but instead 

the drawer remains quite full 
Wow!  I’m five dollars ahead. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

1 
7:30 AM MASS 

2 
NO MASS 

 
WOMEN’S BOOK 

STUDY 
6 PM ST. JOE INN 

3 
7:30 am  

School Mass 

4Sacrament of  

Reconciliation  
4-4:30 pm 

 
5  pm Mass 

 
Food Pantry 
 Collection 

 
Haiti  

Collection 

5 8 & 10:30 

           Masses 
 
 

Food Pantry  
And Haiti 
Collection 

 

6  

 
7:30 am Mass 

 
No Eucharistic 

 Adoration 
 
 
 

7 
  7:30 am Mass 
 

 

8 

7:30 am Mass 
 

Parish Staff  
Meeting 12 Noon 

 

Bible Study 
6 pm 

9 
NO MASS 

 
 

10 
7:30 am  

School Mass 
 
 

11 

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation  

4-4:30 pm 
     5  pm Mass 

Food Pantry 
 Collection 

CPC KICKOFF 
WEEKEND 

12 8 & 10:30 

          Masses 
RCIA  9-10:15am 

Food Pantry 
 Family Religion  
Class 9– 10:15 

Coffee & Donuts 
9am  QUILT RAFFLE 

DRAWING 
CPC KICKOFF 

WEEKEND 

13 7 am-7 pm   

Eucharistic 
 Adoration 

 
6:30 PM Mass 

 
7 pm Knights 
 of St. John  

14 
Mass 7:30 am 

 
KN—2 PRAYER 
SERVICE 8:30 

 
 

15 
Mass 7:30 am 

 
Parish Staff  

Meeting 12 Noon 
 

Bible Study 
6 PM 

 
 

16NO MASS 

 
MEN’S CLUB 

CHICKEN DINNER 
CARRYOUT ONLY 

5—6:30 PM 
 

Haiti Outreach 
Commission  

6:30 pm 
 

17  
7:30 am School 

Mass 
 
 

18 
Sacrament of 
Reconciliation  

4-4:30 pm 
      

5  pm Mass 
 

Food Pantry 
 Collection 

 

19 8 & 10:30 

          Masses 
 

Children’s Litrugy 
of the Word 8 & 

10:30 Masses 
Family Class  

RCIA  9-10:15am 

20 
7 am-7 pm   
Eucharistic 
 Adoration 

 
6:30 pm  Mass 

 
7 pm Men’s Club 

Meeting 

21 
7:30 am Mass 

 
KN—2 PRAYER 
SERVICE 8:30 

 
 
 

22 
7:30 am  MASS 

 
Parish Staff  

Meeting 12 Noon 
 

Bible Study 
6 pm 

23 
NO MASS 

 
PTO  Meeting 

6 pm 

24  
7:30 am School 

Mass 

25 
Sacrament of 
Reconciliation  

4-4:30 pm 
      

5  pm Mass 
 

Food Pantry 
 Collection 

26 8 & 10:30 

          Masses 
Bible Study 9 am 

Family Class  
RCIA  9-10:15am 

Confirmation  
Session 11:30—1 

277 am-7 pm   

Eucharistic 
 Adoration 

 
6:30 PM Mass 

28 
7:30 am Mass 

 
KN—2 PRAYER 
SERVICE 8:30 

29 
7:30 am  MASS 

 
Parish Staff  

Meeting 12 Noon 
 

Bible Study 
6 pm 

30  
NO MASS 

 
WOMEN’S BOOK 

STUDY 
6 PM ST. JOE INN 

 

SEPTEMBER  2021 
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what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your 
country.”  Jesus put it differently, “treat others as you would 
have them treat you.”  These words inspired generations of peo-
ple before and they serve as the 
basis for our efforts to help our 
students today.  The great news is 
that we are up for the challenge—
students, faculty, staff and par-
ents.  And you are a part of that 
effort as well.  The efforts you 
have as prayer partners for our 
students, the financial resources 
you help provide that ensure the financial well being of our 
school, and the countless ways you step forward to do one little 
thing after another are so instrumental to the success of 
the work we do.  Truly great things will happen because we are 
willing to work together.  
      We can look with pride on what we were able to accomplish 
last year, even amidst all the restrictions we lived with because 
of the covid-19 pandemic. Students still participated in the 
ILEARN state testing.   Teachers taught and students 
learned.  And if our testing scores from last year are any indica-
tion, we did the job pretty well.  St. Joe School had the 12th 
highest English language arts scores and 3rd highest science 
scores among all schools in the state of Indiana.  We were in the 
top 6 percent of schools in math as well. 
     We can also look with pride on the fact that last year’s list of 
valedictorians for Mater Dei High School included four young 
women from our parish.  It’s a credit to their hard work, of 
course.  But it is also a reflection of the good work that the 
teachers of our school had in preparing them for high school.  
And it is a reflection on what you have joined us in making possi-
ble.   We look forward to great things happening this year!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Giving the Gift of Life (Insurance, that is)… 
Many of us took out Life Insurance policies when 

our children were young and we wanted to safeguard against a 
parent passing away too soon.   Gifts of Life insurance policies 
are a wonderful way to Create a Catholic Legacy for your par-
ish.  You may even wish to start an endowment in your family’s 
name with this gift.  For a minimum gift of $5,000, you can 
start an endowment for your Parish. 
      If you are still making premium payments, these payments 
may also be tax deductible.   For information on how to make 
a gift of Life Insurance or to simply make the parish the bene-
ficiary of a policy, please contact the Parish office (812-963-
3273). Thank you for your generosity to your Parish! 

 


