
St. Mary Outreach Committee Meeting Minutes 

Monday, October 11, 2021 – 6:00pm, Heim Hall 

 

In attendance: Eileen Gabriel, Fr. Jim Volkert, Bonnie Erickson, Linda Schiestle, and Jackie 

Scholze 

Excused: Dr. Robert Wheelock and Dick Miller 

Resigned: Norma Roanhouse 

1. Opening Prayer 

2. Outreach meeting dates for 2022 and other new business 

 The 2022 dates were noted for all committee members to record in their 

calendars. They are: 1/3/22, 5/2/22, 7/5/22, and 10/3/22 

 It was announced that Norma Roanhouse will be resigning from the Outreach 

committee. Her health is a key factor in her decision and her doctor would like 

her to limit her interactions outside of her home. She will be missed and her 

contributions over the years of dedication to Outreach are appreciated.  

 A new parishioner, Renee Howell has indicated that she is interested in joining 

the Outreach Committee. She will be joining us at the 1/3/22 scheduled meeting. 

 The topic of a Tri-parish Advent Project was discussed. It was an idea proposed 

at a recent Tri-parish Human Concerns meeting. During the 2018 Advent season, 

the three parishes collaborated to achieve a successful monetary collection for 

the Salvatorian Mission Warehouse in New Holstein, WI to buy a semi-truckload 

of rice, costing over $11,000. Discussion about 2021 prospects concluded that St. 

Joseph would like to do their own type of project. In the past, St. Joseph parish 

has donated to the Boxes of Joy Advent collection Program. St. Mary’s has 

generously participated in the Love Christmas Ornament project for many years. 

The Love project was considered positively impactful for the needy in the 

Burlington community. The Outreach members concluded that another parish 

project might negatively impact these named programs, so no additional 

charitable project was recommended.  

 

3. Identify recipients for the October 30th/31st weekend collection 

The committee selected the following recipients for the October 30th/31st Outreach 

weekend collection: Local – JP Ministries, 100% 

                         State – Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, 50% 

(Designate that donation is intended for aid to Afghan 

refugees integrated in southeastern Wisconsin) 

                                       Milwaukee Rescue Mission, 50% 



                                      National – Christian Appalachian Project, 100% 

                                      Global – Farm of the Child, 100% 

 

It should be reported here that the members present initially voted to donate the Local 

portion of the total collection to a different charitable group. The first group selected 

was Burlington Groups since when reviewing past records, it was revealed that we have 

not donated to that entity in over 2 years. However, members present were unclear 

what mission is served by the Burlington Groups. Needed additional information was 

obtained a day later. This information was disseminated in an email to the five voting 

members present at the 10/11/21 meeting. A backup option was selected at the 

meeting should it be decided later that the Burlington Groups did not fit the 

committee’s criteria for selection. The backup option was JP Ministries. Two committee 

members, Jackie Scholze and Eileen Gabriel both spoke with Jack Reesman about the 

financial needs of both organizations. He is knowledgeable about both. In discussion it 

was determined that the Burlington Groups was an agency functioning with minimal 

financial needs at this time. It serves the AA program in Burlington by conducting AA 

meetings and coordinating related services as needs are identified. JP Ministries targets 

people of varying ages that are encountering serious drug and alcohol addictions, often 

in trouble with the law, and are unable to independently function in society. JP Ministry 

provides housing, and home cooked meals, counsels through required attendance at AA 

meetings, insists that clients stay drug and alcohol free while living in the housing, it 

includes Bible study opportunities, and job placement services. These goals are achieved 

in two homes personally owned by Jack Reesman. He receives minimal assistance from 

any funding agencies. Money is always tight. JP Ministries is changing lives for the 

better. By Wednesday, 10/13/21, the five committee members present at Monday’s 

meeting had unanimously recommended JP Ministries, 100%.  

 

4. Closing Prayer and adjournment 

Respectfully submitted by Eileen Gabriel, Chairperson of St. Mary Outreach Committee 

 

 

 

 

 


