
 
 

 

OUR LADY OF MERCY DEVOTIONAL CANDLES 
Since my days as a novice in the Mercedarian Order, I have been fascinated by the beautiful 
symbol of the fire blessed at the beginning of the Easter Vigil Mass—a symbol of life and the  
undimmed Light of Christ. This fire is used to light the Paschal Candle and all of the candles held 
by those attending the Vigil of the Resurrection of the Lord. In the days before lighters and matches, 
this fire would be kept burning throughout the year in the sanctuary lamp and used to light the 
votive candles—each lit from flames of other candles burning in the church. Therefore, this sacred 
fire was preserved until it was extinguished during the Sacred Triduum. With the help of Brother 
Martin, we have preserved flame from the Easter fire (in both the sanctuary lamp and another 
candle burning in the sacristy) and used that flame to light the candles during the Mass. However, 
the votive candles in the church did not have the Easter fire. 
From what I understand, for several years at Our Lady of Mercy, the devotional votive candles were lit one from another 
using small wood sticks that were extinguished in small pots of sand that sat on the floor beneath the candle racks. Many 
candle racks have a built-in metal box of sand for this purpose, but our racks do not. Apparently, on one occasion, the pot 
of sand was missed and a flaming stick started a small fire. From that point forward, “clicker lighters” have been used to 
light the votive candles. This is certainly safe, but the beautiful symbol of passing along the flame from the Easter fire is 
lost. In addition, this leads to more plastic waste as the lighters are disposed of. Therefore, I asked Pat Murphy to help us 
come up with a solution that would allow us to return to the lighting sticks, while have the extinguishing pot of sand closer 
to the candle rack. She did not disappoint. Using PVC pipes she made small sand pots that are connected to the candle 
racks (see picture). Each sand pot will be filled with lighting sticks. When one makes a donation for a votive candle, they 
will take a lighting stick from the pot, light it from a flame of another burning candle, light the new candle, and extinguish 
the lighting stick by pushing it back into the sand pot. The lighters will no longer be available in the church. Sometime this 
weekend, the lighters will be removed, and all votive candles that are currently burning will be re-lit using the same flame 
that has been preserved from Easter.  

 

Download, print, and 
complete the registration 

form from  
 

www.ourladyofmercyleroy.org  
 

and bring it with you on 
Monday morning. 

 
 

OR 
 
 

Come a few minutes early on 
Monday morning, and we will 

help you get your children 
registered. 



ADULT	FAITH	FORMATION	
This	Wednesday	we	will	begin	a	new	topic	in	our	Adult	Faith	Formation	sessions.	This	session	will	
feature	 a	 group	 book	 study	 and	 discussion	 of	 the	 classic	 Introduction	 to	 the	Devout	 Life	by	 St.	
Francis	de	Sales.	We	are	excited	that	Fr.	Eugene	Costa,	O.	de	M.	will	be	joining	us	on	Zoom,	from	
Philadelphia,	to	lead	us	in	these	sessions.	This	session	will	include	four	meetings:	July	14,	July	28,	
August	4,	and	August	11.	All	sessions	begin	at	6:30pm	and	last	75	to	90	minutes.	Please	contact	
Denise	at	youthminister@ourladyofmercyleroy.org	 to	 receive	 the	 link	 for	 the	 session.	 In	
addition	to	hard	copies	of	the	book,	it	can	be	downloaded	for	Kindle	and	EPUB	devices	through	
your	 FORMED.ORG	 subscription	 (see	 below	 if	 you	 haven’t	 subscribed).	 In	 addition	 several	
translations	of	the	text	are	available	in	other	places	online.	If	you	need	us	to	print	a	copy	for	you,	
let	us	know.	Perhaps	you	are	interested	in	participating,	but	cannot	join	by	computer—give	us	a	
call	and	let	us	know.	We	can	set	up	a	place	to	participate	in	the	parish	center.		
	
	
	

	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	


