
  

PARISH ASSESSMENT ADJUSTMENT 
Recently the pastors and bookkeepers of all the parishes in our diocese attended a meeting in 

which we were informed of the development of a methodology to determine the assessment paid by 
each parish to the diocese. The diocese sought to develop a formula that was easy to understand, easy 
to calculate, more equitable and better for the entire diocesan community.  

After extensive review, the previous formula was judged to be unnecessarily complex and 
inequitable. For example, some credits and limits unfairly benefited larger parishes, some parishes 
could not to pay, some could pay and chose not to, there was no consequence for non-payment, some 
options were outdated, and the formula enabled cheating and under-reporting. In addition, 
adjustments needed to be made with the changing face and funding of Catholic education. Finally, 
there was the opinion that some parishes do not see themselves as part of the larger diocesan 
community. It is important to emphasize that thanks to your support and the dedication of our 
bookkeeper, Elaine Zalacca, neither of our parishes missed paying our assessments. 

The new diocesan assessment, using a “progressive tax” principle, is calculated on the following 
scale: 

 
Regular Receipts Level 

(Sunday & Holy Day Collections, Other regular receipts, & 
Donations (excluding bequests & memorials) 

Percentage 

0 to $200,000 14.6% 
$200,000 to $300,000 19.8% 

Over $300,000 23.5% 
 

 Our Lady of Mercy St. Brigid 
Regular Receipts 8/31/2020 $361,020 $99,569 

Rate 23.5% 14.6% 
Annual Assessment 2021-22 $84,781 $14,549 
Monthly Assessment Charge $7065.07 $1,212.13 

Annual Assessment 2020-2021 $72,452 $14,652 
Amount of Change $12,329 $103 

***All figures show are rounded. Actual calculations are carried to 12 decimal points.*** 
As you can see, this amounts to a substantial increase for Our Lady of Mercy and a very minor 

decrease for St. Brigid. Please note that in the last fiscal year, Our Lady of Mercy saw about a $30,000 
reduction in Sunday and Holyday collections. In my opinion, this now places us in the category of a large, 
struggling parish. 

- Fr. Matthew  

 

From St. Joseph Regional School 
"Thank you! The students and 

staff of St. Joseph Regional School 
wish to thank you. We are fully 
enrolled and meeting in person 

five days a week. These are 
blessings during this challenging 

time. We are thankful for your 
prayers and financial support. God 

Bless your commitment to 
Catholic Education! 
www.sjsbatavia.org 

 
  

Fertility & Infertility 

Getting to the root cause of infertility 

issues is the goal of The Creighton 

Model FertilityCare™ System. Couples 

are taught to understand the naturally-

occurring phases of fertility and infertility 

in a woman’s cycle. Whether trying to 

conceive, avoid or space your 

pregnancies naturally, we can help! 

Professional instruction is available 

through Catholic Health. 

Please call with questions or to pre-

register for any of these upcoming 

Introductory Sessions: 

Buffalo Mercy Hospital (828-2493) on 

Tues.9/14/21, Tues. 10/5/21 or Tues. 

11/9/21 at 7pm 

OR at Sisters Hospital (862-1944) on 

Sat. 9/25/21, Sat. 10/23/21 or Sat. 

11/20/21@ 10:30am. 

Chsbuffalo.org/nfp 

Sat., October 2, 2021 
from Noon-2pm 

INFORMATION MEETING 
With Anne & Fr. Matthew 

SAT. SEPT. 18 – 7:30pm 

Our Lady of Mercy Parish Center, 44 Lake St. – Le Roy, NY  

To attend on ZOOM, RSVP to director.srnf@gmail.com 

FROM	THE	PASTOR,	FR.	MATTHEW	

Thank you for the prayers and well wishes 
as I fought THE COVID-19 virus. I was 
blessed with relatively mild symptoms; 
likely due to a vitamin and supplement 
regimen I had embraced to strengthen my 
immune system. The worst parts were back 
pain due to inactivity and the dehydration 
in the week after quarantine.  As of this last 
Thursday, I feel 100% and my taste and 
smell are at about 90%, raising concerns 
that I will (all too quickly) add the 15 lbs. 
that I lost. Now, please pray for Br. Martin 
who, though receiving both rounds of the 
Moderna vaccine, tested positive on 
Monday and is quarantined in his room. 

http://sjsbatavia.org/


 

OUR LADY OF MERCY LIGHTING PROJECT 
(Step 1 toward painting the church) 

From Guy Clark, on behalf of the buildings & 
grounds committee… 

We are excited to begin the church lighting 
project.  It’s been in the works for over two years 
but we finally have approval from the Diocese to 
move forward.  Professional lighting engineers, 
Paul and Kim Mercier from Lighting Design 
Innovations in Batavia have spent many hours in 
our church designing a plan to replace all of our 
antiquated lighting.   

The entire church will be modernized with LED 
lights that will not only enhance the church by 
highlighting the beautiful woodwork and organ 
etc., but also will offer proper lighting for the altar, 
pews and choir loft.  Once completed, Father can 
choose from several “moods” of lighting with the 
touch of a button depending the needs that day.  It 
will also save the church substantial money in 
electricity costs.   

The pendant lights down the middle will remain 
in place but will be retrofitted internally to 
accommodate the new bulbs. Any current fixtures 
that can be reused will stay in place, but many of 
the fixtures are simply too old or worn out and 
need to be replaced—including the wall packs on 
the side columns. 

Please be patient as we complete the work, as 
there will be scaffolding and ladders in place and, 
at times, some lights may not be lit. Also, please 
understand that once the lights are completely 
installed, there will be a few days of work to 
properly aim and adjust the lights as needed.  This 
is an exciting project for our church that is long 
overdue. Our goal is to complete the project by 
December 1st.  

The new lights will unfortunately show to a 
great extent the necessity of painting the interior 
of the church. Following the lighting project, as 
explained several months ago, will be leak and 
plaster repair followed by the painting. The future 
is looking “bright” at Our Lady Of Mercy.    

Any questions, please feel free to contact 
project chairperson Guy Clark at 409-0395. 

From the Pastor 
ON ANONYMOUS LETTERS 

It is not uncommon for those in authority to, 
occasionally, receive anonymous letters from people 
raising concerns about issues and/or persons. [I am 
not speaking of criminal acts, which would be a 
completely different issue.] Often times these letters 
make appeal to an unnamed group of people (i.e. 
“many of us are concerned,” “several people and I 
have observed,” “everybody is upset”). As a pastor, I 
find such letters disturbing for several reasons: 

1. It cannot be verified if the concern(s) really 
come(s) from a parishioner, or from a disgruntled 
outsider “stirring the pot.” 

2. If it is from a parishioner, clearly the parishioner 
does not trust their identity to be kept confidential 
and therefore fears some sort of retribution. (I 
remind you that a priest that cannot keep proper 
confidentiality should, frankly, not be in active 
ministry.) 

3. At times, the general concerns expressed are 
legitimate, but do not include specific examples, 
making it impossible for us to act upon those 
concerns. It would be like saying, “Father, people 
did something they shouldn’t have done. Do 
something about it.” Our response would be, What 
exactly did they do? When did they do it? Were 
there other people there? 

4. Anonymous letters often contain the ultimatum 
that people will leave the parish if I, the pastor, do 
not address the issue. Therefore, when I cannot 
justly act upon an ambiguous and anonymous 
complaint, I become the scapegoat for one’s crisis 
of faith or their hostility toward the parish.  

5. Sometimes anonymous writers expect the pastor 
to “correct” situations that are best dealt with by 
the writer themselves, in a spirit of Christian 
fraternal correction. 

Therefore, unless it involves issues that have to be 
legally reported to authorities, as pastor I cannot and 
will not respond to or act upon anonymous letters. 
Please know that these letters can be a near occasion 
of sin. If you want your concerns to be taken seriously, 
have courage and talk to me or Father Ken openly, 
and be as specific as possible. If you wish your identity 
to be protected, remember that outside the seal of 
confession, the priests have a moral responsibility 
respect the desire for confidentiality unless it involves 
physical danger to yourself or to others.  


