THANK YOU SUSAN BOBO
In the fall of 2018, when the Mercedarian Order presented me to the Diocese of Buffalo to be pastor of Our
Lady of Mercy and St. Brigid parishes, I was filled with much anxiety. Of course, many of you might say
being anxious is normal for me, but this was different. The bulk of my time in the priesthood was spent as
a formator for our Order in Philadelphia. Having never been a pastor, I was assured that there would be
some sort of training and/or workshop for first time pastors. Well, with the state of affairs in our diocese,
training did not come through any formal meetings or workshops, but through the help and support of the
parish staff. As secretary, Susan Bobo—Sue—served as a calming and grounding presence for me, your
crazy energy, sometimes scatterbrained pastor. Sue has been the one who has made me appear to be far
more competent that I really am. As you have read already, or will read in this week’s bulletin, Sue has now
retired. I have known this was coming for some time, but out of respect for her privacy, I did not want to
make any announcements until Sue had an opportunity to share with you that which she wished to share—
when she wished to share it. The pandemic, forcing us all to work from home, allowed Sue to stay on longer
than she probably desired, but she made a great sacrifice out of love for the parish and all of you. Sue will
be greatly missed. She has been the face and voice of the parish office through three pastors. Unfortunately,
with the pandemic still in force, we are not able to give Sue the “send-off” that she deserves, and that would
help all of us to have a sense of closure. In addition to Sue, our whole parish staff has been incredible, and
I would not be effective without each one of them. In the interim, as we embark on the process of hiring a
new secretary, each member of the staff has embraced extra tasks and responsibilities—without
complaint. They are truly amazing, and I love every one of them. Let us all lift Sue Bobo with our prayers,
and look forward to when we can give her the celebration that her sacrifice over the years deserves.
CANDLE REMEMBRANCE
In many parishes, the faithful have the opportunity to remember their loved ones, living and deceased, by
sponsoring the sanctuary lamp candle in the church. This candle is illuminated as a sign of our Lord’s
Eucharistic Presence in the tabernacle. Our parish uses a 14-day candle in the sanctuary lamp. Each
sanctuary lamp candle costs $15. If you are interested in sponsoring the sanctuary lamp for 2 or 4 weeks,
call the parish center to let us know. If this devotion gains popularity, we can devise a method for reserving
the sanctuary lamp. There would be a notation in the bulletin and website, if desired, for the remembrance.

TIME TO GET OUT! RESCHEDULED PILGRIMAGE!

INFORMATIONAL MEETING - Thursday, March 11 - 7:30pm
ONLINE, PHONE, or IN PERSON
(with social distancing)

From the OL of Mercy/St. Brigid
Parish Center, LeRoy, NY

FOR A LINK TO THE MEETING,
SEND EMAIL TO:
holyland2021@orderofmercy.org
or TEXT:
“HOLY LAND LINK” with your name to:
585.615.3138

