
MEMORIAL DAY SCHEDULE 
 

7:30 am* 
Mass at St. Francis Cemetery "Chapel"  

(at entrance) 
*If there is inclement weather (high winds/ lightning/rain),  

there will also be a 7:30am Mass at Our Lady of Mercy. 
 

Blessing in cemetery after Mass  
in memory of those  

who gave their life serving our nation. 
 

10:30 am 
St. Brigid Cemetery 

Prayer service and blessing 
in memory of those  

who gave their life serving our nation. 

We know that many would prefer a later time for Mass in order to sleep in on Memorial Day;  
however, the early time allows both cemeteries to be visited with due reverence.  

Those who died serving our nation did so at all times of day,  
regardless of their physical, mental, and emotional exhaustion.  

We are forever grateful. 

  

Upon This Rock - Paint the Church 
Ever since the beginning of the Upon This Rock campaign, Our Lady of Mercy has set aside 
funds for the eventual painting of the church. With the pastoral changes of 2018 and the 
pandemic in 2020 into 2021, there have probably been more delays that expected. It 
appears there is hope on the horizon. There will be regular updates coming. As of today, 
the Buildings and Grounds Committee, the Finance Council, Parish Council, and the Board of 
Trustees have been working behind the scenes. The painting will actually be a 3-phase 
project.  

1. Updating of lighting in the Church. (Thanks to initiative taken two years ago by Guy 
Clark, our lighting blue prints were completed well before the pandemic. There are 2 
parts to the completion: a) purchase of the lights and fixtures; and b) installation of 
fixtures and the necessary electrical updates. The purchase of the materials is 
currently awaiting the approval of the courts.) 

2. Repairing of leaks and any damaged plaster. 
3. Painting. (Two parts: a) Design and b) actual painting. 

Due to the rulings of the bankruptcy courts, every renovation or project exceeding $25,000 
has to be presented for the approval of said courts, in addition to the regular approval of 
both the diocese and the Vicariate Council of the Mercedarians. (The approval of the 
Mercedarians is to assure that any projects are truly for the interests of the parish and not 
merely the interest of the Mercedarian(s) assigned in the parish.) 



 

Two summers ago, we held a "town-hall" style meeting at St. Francis Cemetery to discuss the care 
of the cemetery. After that meeting, cemetery policies were reviewed and some short and longer 
term goals were discussed. Of course, the pandemic, as it has in so many things, brought a halt 
to progress on those goals. We did revise some policies and made a new brochure, however signage 
in the cemetery itself has not been updated. Two years ago we discussed the issue of domestic 
animals in the cemetery. In 99% of the cases, this is referring to dogs. (Personally, I found it 
humorous that a cemetery dedicated to St. Francis forbid people from passing through with their 
animals.) In reality, people walk their dogs through the cemetery anyway. As long as they pick up 
after their dogs, most people do not really object and I do not object. One idea we have discussed 
is the possibility of having 2 - 4 pet waste stations at strategic locations in the cemetery. This 

would let our neighbors know that we are proud of our cemetery, we welcome them, and 
we encourage them to help us keep it clean. The more people appreciate our cemetery as 
a place of beauty, tranquility, and prayer, the more they will help us to keep a 
protective eye on it. Taking into account the design, appearance, and cost of various 
models, we have settled one that costs about $240 (not including shipping). [Waste 
stations range from about $170 to you've got to be kidding me.] There are some 
options such as style of bag, sign or no sign, mesh can or sold can, etc. that can 
minimally affect the cost in either direction. We would like to order them from the 
same vendor so they have a uniform appearance and the same bags. Such stations 
could be dedicated in memory of a person or a beloved pet.  

If you might be interested in sponsoring a pet waste station, please contact the office. 
- Fr. Matthew 

 

 
 

 

OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH DOORS 
At the recommendation of the Buildings and Grounds committee, and the approval of the parish advisory 
councils, I have approved overdue work to be done on the exterior doors of the church. To many, it seems 
like yesterday that this was last done, but it has been a while. This work is necessary to preserve the 
functionality and beauty of the doors. The project entails the removal of the doors and the securing of the 
openings. Next, the existing finish will be removed and the doors will be repaired as necessary. Finally, they 
will be stained, sealed, and reinstalled. The brass handles and hinges will also be restored. The expected 
cost of the completion of the main doors is $9,704. Contributions toward this project are always appreciated 
and will be appropriately acknowledged–with the consent of the benefactor(s). [The exterior door closest 
the St. Joseph altar is considered a different project and has been bid out separately.] 

- Fr. Matthew 


