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Mother Teresa Outreach fulfills a need within the 
community by providing non-food essential items to 
those in the community who need assistance. 

The Outreach program, which is housed at Our Lady 
of Mercy Parish Center, 44 Lake St., Le Roy, launched in 
September 2017 as a way of helping those in the 
community who needed items other than food. Items 
include, but are not limited to tooth brushes, toothpaste, 
floss, shampoo, deodorant, dish soap, laundry detergent, 
tissues, sanitary products, razors, shaving cream, soaps, 
toilet paper, paper towels, napkins, hair brushes, combs, 
hair ties, adult diapers, diapers and wipes. 

“We recognized that we have a food pantry in Le Roy 
and I know there are places in Batavia and around, but 
there was no place for people to get the other essential 
items,” said Mother Teresa Outreach Coordinator Patty 
Fernaays. 

The program is funded through community 
donations, monetary donations from Our Lady of Mercy 
Parish Center parishioners, and grant funding through 
the Vic Blood Foundation. 

Vic Blood was a prominent businessman from Le 
Roy. His intention – and the intention of the Foundation 
– is to enhance the quality of life for the residents in the 
town and village of Le Roy. 

The Outreach program is co-coordinated by 
Fernaays and Maureen Calmes. 

“Anyone is eligible. The only thing that we keep track 
of is where they are from and how they learned about 
us,” said Fernaays. 

Program coordinators reach out to the community 
annually to inform those in need about upcoming events 
through the use of flyers, local newspapers, backpack 
programs including those in Le Roy, Bergen, and Batavia, 
and Facebook. 

“During COVID we were not doing it. In the fall, we 
changed the way we host it. We used to have people 
come to the event, walk through the tables, and take 
what they needed. Now, everything is pre-bagged and 
placed in their trunk during a drive-thru,” said Fernaays. 

The program has a team of people who do all the 
shopping and keep an inventory. Serving between 40 to 
100 families at past events, Mother Teresa Outreach is 
prepared to help and ensure each event runs smoothly. 
In the event of an emergency, those in need are 
encouraged to reach out to the Parish Center for help. 

“Whatever they need. We do have people that have 
reached out and we’re ready to help them,” said 
Fernaays. 

Monetary donations can be mailed to or dropped off 
at Our Lady of Mercy Parish Center, 44 lake St., LeRoy. 

“We could not do this without all of our volunteers. 
It’s a lot of work to get everything out and put on tables. 
We’re so thankful for our volunteers that come and help 
us out and we’re also thankful for the monetary gifts we 
receive,” said Fernaays. “The people that come through 
are very grateful. We know that we are really helping a 
need.” 

Mother Teresa Outreach is open to those in need 
from noon to 2 p.m. four Saturdays per year. 

Local families in need are invited to the drive-thru 
event, scheduled for late September, during which a 
volunteer will place a bag of essential living items in the 
trunk of each car. 

“Never worry about numbers. Help one person at a 
time and always start with the person nearest you,” said 
Fernaays, as she spoke about the group’s motto.

  

A group of Mother Teresa Outreach volunteers are pictured 

during a previous outreach event. 

FOR INFORMATION: Call (585) 768-6543, or Follow on Facebook at @OurLadyOfMercyStBrigidParish. 

SEE ANNOUNCEMENT FOR NEXT OUTREACH ON BACK. 
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Fertility & Infertility 

Getting to the root cause of infertility 

issues is the goal of The Creighton 

Model FertilityCare™ System. Couples 

are taught to understand the naturally-

occurring phases of fertility and infertility 

in a woman’s cycle. Whether trying to 

conceive, avoid or space your 

pregnancies naturally, we can help! 

Professional instruction is available 

through Catholic Health. 

Please call with questions or to pre-

register for any of these upcoming 

Introductory Sessions: 

Buffalo Mercy Hospital (828-2493) on 

Tues.9/14/21, Tues. 10/5/21 or Tues. 

11/9/21 at 7pm 

OR at Sisters Hospital (862-1944) on 

Sat. 9/25/21, Sat. 10/23/21 or Sat. 

11/20/21@ 10:30am. 

Chsbuffalo.org/nfp 

Sat., October 2, 2021 
from Noon-2pm 

INFORMATION MEETING 
With Anne & Fr. Matthew 

SAT. SEPT. 18 – 7:30pm 

Our Lady of Mercy Parish Center, 44 Lake St. – Le Roy, NY  

To attend on ZOOM, RSVP to director.srnf@gmail.com 

FROM THE PASTOR, FR. MATTHEW 

Thank you for the prayers and well wishes 
as I fought THE COVID-19 virus. I was 
blessed with relatively mild symptoms; 
likely due to a vitamin and supplement 
regimen I had embraced to strengthen my 
immune system. The worst parts were back 
pain due to inactivity and the dehydration 
in the week after quarantine.  As of this last 
Thursday, I feel 100% and my taste and 
smell are at about 90%, raising concerns 
that I will (all too quickly) add the 15 lbs. 
that I lost. Now, please pray for Br. Martin 
who, though receiving both rounds of the 
Moderna vaccine, tested positive on 
Monday and is quarantined in his room. 


