o -\- '  DIOCESAN SETTLEMENT -
Bulletln Letter |

B *After a flve year tumultuous Journey, he Cathollc Church in Western New York can. begrn =

agarn to seée a llght forward a Ilght gurdrng us to the end of thrs palnful and dark perrod -

in‘our hrstory as Church and toward a future where we may contlnue to share the Good

o 'l‘-_News of Jesus Chrlst R

In Aprrl the Dlocese of Buffalo announced a settlement in prlncrple W|th the Offlcral

. "-:;ICommrttee of Unsecured Credrtors, whrch represents hundreds of people vrctlmrzed by

e past sexual abuse To fulflll the droceses $150 mrllron commrtment parrshes and Catholrc o

- ;:affllrated entrtres are berng asked to Jorn wrth the dlocese to contrlbute toward the

L settlement e

B Some of you may questlon why we, as Church are asked to do thrs lt is exactly that

.‘,’_because we are Church one, unrversal and not pansh versus parlsh As a farth communlty,_: o
o itis our responsrbrlrty to help brrng Justlce and healrng Part of thrs Justlce to help soothe:‘_' T

_fthe paln whrch will never go away, is to provrde compensatlon By makrng a meanrngful - L

o contrrbutlon to the settlement parrshes secure protectron from claims that have been -

v'.'ivitrme barred due toa channelmg TnJunctron Put srmply, parlshes could be protected from iii_ SR

B current or potentral future clarms should New York State re-open that statute of

s jlrmltatlons in whrch to brrng clalms forward Thrs has happened in other states o I" 3

S 'It |s lmportant to understand that the money we are belng asked to. contrrbute comes
" from unrestricted reserves and not current offertory Parrsh and cemetery assets whrch

- -:-;';are restrlcted for specrfrc donor drrected purposes wrll not be lmpacted

L :No dollar amount can ever fully compensate vrctlm survrvors for thelr pam However thls :

' settlement ensures they recerve some compensatlon for the phy5|cal emotlonal and

. sprrrtual scars they strll endure

e



: Know that the dlocese has worked dlllgently to ensure that the sins- of the past are not ,

- ':f:repeated today You can'learn more about th|s by vrsrtlng ”Protectmg God 's. Chlldren onﬁ

- i:the dlocesan websrte, www buffalodlocese org

T ThlS has been a sad chapter in our hlstory as the Cathohc Church m Western New York B

) We cannot erase the past, but there i is a way we can. emerge agaln |nto the I|ght the -

- ||ght of Chrlst Just as Jesus W||||ng|y suffered for the good of HIS people, now we must
“be W|II|ng to sacrlflce to ensure we contmue our mlssron of evangellzatlon and our

: -mmlstrles for ourselves and for future generatlons




