Pleasant Hill Drug /Ill\
“Your Hometown Drugstore” =% =1

/.

-

: 1905 N. Hwy. 7 ® Pleasant Hill, MO "/
(816) 540-4000 - T
] Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m. Sat. 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. I m‘D‘ E
®

Steve & Anthony’s Catholic Chiaeth

TLC Auto ALLIED LITHO
ALLIED Checkus out on our web site. September 21, 2025
(816) 987-2984 Office 400 Pine LITHO Alliedlitho.net %Efﬁhﬁlz h 3 i :
(816) 716-9089 Mobile Pleasant Hill, MO The Heier Family rr_ #| Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
g A SCAN ME Scan code to access web site: stbridgetph.weconnect.com
Jamie Thurman-Taylor, D.D.S. PLEASANT HILL :
Erica Ketchem, D.D.S. DENTAL CARE
3568 S.W. Market St. Mark Quattrocchi, DDS, LLC ORTODaNa
ently located at the intersection o Lee’s Summic, MO 64082 127 First St., Pleasant Hill, MO 64080 "
}(-i:wys, 291 ;Zuli 150, jcroshs from QuikTripf TeIep:i?:rg"()ﬂ:,)msiz;ilfn: (816) 540-3911 www.smilemoore.com (816) 966-0788

2 sy [ i
Wa[[aCe T‘LLTLZT(Z[ ﬂome Knights of Columbus Council 13113 r 624 = j

2

Funeral, Cremation and Monument Services D D ',//./ ,\\3‘\
A Family Concern - A Family Commitment amon & . ). A i "y‘,f,,&;m Horit
I/ i mie Flemin, er, Floris
Telephone (816) 987-2127 422 N. Lake Street Carrasco, GK " Breitbach, FS 801 Cedar Street | E|l=|easam Hill, MO 64080
Fax (816) 987-3379 Pleasant Hill, Missouri 64080 (816) 988-6550 (816) 517-3707 ' 816.935.8453 | flemingfloralstation.com (-
info@wallace-funeralhomes.com www.wallace-funeralhomes.com stbridgetknights.org K@Q Py J
Family owned and operated OUTDOOR POWER CENTER em FI‘. Clll't VOgel, Pastor
By Rick and P: COMMUNITY BANK OF PLEASANT HiLL .
y Rickcand Pam Jurrs FIRST TRUST OF MID AMERICA 2103 LeX]ngton Road
Sales, Service, and Repair 1309 N. HW)’~ 7 Hu@md Where Your Future Shines
Custom Made Hydraulic Hoses Pleasant Hill, MO 64080 Pleasant Hlll MO 64080
. y 2401 N. HWY. 7 | PLEASANT HILL, MO 64080 ’

Authorized Dealer: (8 | 6) 987-4121 'wﬂ%‘, 7ir () X ﬁ
and warranty service e O (816) 540-2525 www.cbphonline.net

® 816.540.4563

[” =, Wes Graves LAND SHURLA NEWTON-GATES: (g SHLE Ot S @ StBridgetParish@StBridgetPH.org
RE/MAX'  REIMAX Hlic Reaon Real Estate, Since 1969 REFERRALS 7 s.n E W .M A K E® '
Phone: (816) 373-8400 1025, Hwy. 7, Pleasan Hill, MO AFFORDABLE INSURANCE FOR ALL Xg : StBridgetPH.weconnect.com
Cell: (816) 651-1182 (816) 540-2141 . Life
¥ a1 NE Windsor D, TRAVIS LAND, Broker (816) 682-9292 > Hoalth , Where SOLD Means More .
"™ Lecs Summit MO 64056 | GERALD LAND, Broker (816) 716-6262  [SEESISS MSp RIS Regular Mass Times for
LandRealEstate.us « Dental 2201 N. Hwy. 7 .
wnweseravescom - Disability Pleasant Hill, MO 64080 Saturday 5:00 pm
+ Retirement (816) 540-5555 Sunday 8:00 am
Steve r * Investments N .
SELF STORAGE g B L PleasantHill ReeceAndNichols.com Tuesday 9:00 am
Auto Recovery - fonc
1612 N. HWY. 7 Experience the i
24 Hour Towing P.O. BOX 42 SHEWMAKER DIFFERENCE Wednesday 6:00 pm
) 1107 Matthes Lane P'LE'ASANT HILL MO 64080 (866) 7]4'67 Reece&Nicholls Shdewmaker[;s an int::lependently Thursday 9:00 am
s FAX (866’ 594-18 owned an ?perate Tnem er . ]
(816) 540'3984 PHONE (8 | 6) 987_5802 THEINSURANC of Reece & Nichols Alliance, Inc. Flrst Frldays 600 pm
T Holy Days See Bulletin
- . o Regular Confession Ti
Cline L Yennle,] ones ¢7) Goppert Financial Bank Pleasant Hill  pr. Corey egular Loniession 1imes
Auto Body BE NSuRANCE [ CHSERES i Tuesday 8:25-8:50 am
i Your Friend in Banki
24 HourTowing | & Ful Line Insurance Agency Main Location " Branch Location Chiropracti | Acupuncture | Spnal “No servant can serve two masters. Wednesday ~ 5:25-5:50 pm
1107 Matthes Lane »{\ 101 S. Hwy. 7 2100 N. Hwy. 7 Decompression | Nutritional Supplements . . Thursda 8:25-8:50 am
(816) 5403584 (816) f’:gﬁeljl)ies . (o (816) 540-5101 - (816) 540-3104 1805 X, Hy. 7, Pleasant Hill, MO He will either hate one and love the other, hred y .
WWW. . - www.goppe .com - an - . H - H
Pleasant Hill MO 64080 | T 9orP DI ) (H16 408932 and (10273131 or be devoted to one and despise the other. urscay pm
Y t botiitod d 5 First Friday 5:25-5:50 pm
nn rv na mammon.
2 bl - RC 4 4 0 Sunday 7:20 - 7:50 am
Complete #uto Reparn #SE Centified Tecks We’ll meet or beat our competitor’s pricing Luke 16:1-13 2nd Saturday  After Mass

. ) Office Hours
A family owned and operated business Mo - Thur. 9:00 - 4:00 pm

200 N. Hwy. 7, Pleasant Hill, MO
Jim Light and Allison Walker, Owners o , _ , _ _ . ) i
Facebook.com/Saintbridgetcatholicchurch @stbridgetcatholicchurch @BridgetCatholic Friday 9:00 - 3:00 pm

(816) 540-2977

€ A u-ro“‘



http://www.cbphonline.net/

Parish Staff Bulletin Announcements
Rev. Curt Vogel, Pastor Bulletin announcements must be e-mailed one week prior to
. Rosary Cantors |Homebound| Church Money Mowers FrVogel201i5@gmail.com the weekend of distribution to secretary @stbridgetph.org.
Date Servers Ushers Lectors Sacristans .. .. .
Leaders Musicians Ministers Cleaners Counters | Trimmers Rev. Mr. Corey Morgan, Deacon
) | ! Sacraments
Saturday . cdean.morgan@gmail.com
Emmett T ) ) Marilyn TBA/ Steve Case . . . . .
Sept;;nber Maxx S Guy Emhoff | Liana Kilgore | Jenny Luttral | -\ 0 0 Judy Wolf September 25 Tim Long, Business and Operations Manager Baptlsr.n Parent pr.eparatlon s.e55|on is required. Please call
) ) ) the parish office prior to the birth.
StBridgetParish@StBridgetPH.org ) . ) _
Sunday h y . hrig tchell <h First Communion A sacramental preparation program is
September Jc:lzz HH DJBreitbach | TimHaake | Timlong | CathyVogel Dj\l:'d ?,:,S:I:/ OM,\:;HZ ss :S Tbean219 Sara Kitchell, Parish Secretary required through SOR or an approved other curriculum.
28 Y Y prember secretary@StBridgetPH.org .
} ) : o . Confirmation Program for high school students, according
" Natalie Sadler, Director of Religious Education to Diocesan guidelines.
arie . .
3:::;::2 Maxx S Tim Long | LauraLong | Makulilo ;‘;xi‘; TBA / TBA Occjtzzae'r“3 TBD DRE@5tBridgetPH.org Marriage Please call the parish office when engaged. A nine
ekl Kaitlin Long, Director of Music Liturgy month preparation period is required (diocesan policy).
Position OPEN, High School Youth Director One party should be a registered, attending parishioner.
Sunday Pgtrick 0 'Ryan Ryan Lindsay | Cathy Vogel Olivia TBA/TBA Deacon Rita's Team Henry Saubers, Parish Custodian Anointing of the Sick As requested after Mass and
October 5 Richard B O'Hanlon Carrasco Morgan October 6 by appointment.
[l Parish Leadership Devotions and Info
ST. BRIDGET FINANCE & PARISH COUNCIL .
Mass Intentions 1 Indicates deceased person ***New Parishioners***
Tuesday, September 23 9:00 am. NO MASS Mark Bock Welcome! Please register by downloading a registration
Wednesday, September 24 6:00 p.m. t Patty Wagner by Richard Wagner Michelle Carrasco form from our web site, stbridgetph.weconnect.com or
Thursday, September 25 9:00 am. t Rev.Richard Sallee by Gary & Katy Crabtree Gary Crabtree contact the parish office. We are glad you are here and look
{MASS INTENTIONS Saturday, September 26 5:00 p.m. 7 John Storms by the Anderson & Kitchells Bob Dostal forward to meeting you! ***
| Sunday, September 27 8:00 am. For the People of St. Bridget Rick Kitchell Eucharistic Adoration
Robert Radmacher Every Thursday After Mass—y:00 p.m.

Special Collections

2025

September 21 Church of Latin America

Office of Child & Youth Protection

Victim Assistance Coordinator:

Phone: 816-714-2357 ext. 516

Fifth Fridays 24 hrs. 5:00pm—Sat. 4:45pm
First Friday Mass and Devotions
6:00 p.m.; devotions, adoration, and benediction follow

Rosary

Email: victimadvocate @diocesekcsj.org Before Mass Tuesday, Saturday, Sunday; First Thursday at
October g DREAM Fund Week ending 09/14/2025 Collection EFT Total Ombudsman: David Noordeloos 6:30pm w/ Altar Society; Second Thursday at 6:30pm w/ KofC
Youth Group Phone: 816-213-6024 Prayer Chain Requests If you wish to be added to the prayer
. St. Bridget Parish $1693.8 $0.00 $1693.8 Email: ombudsman@diocesekcsj.or chain, please contact Roberta Klein at (816) 540-5980.
October1g ~ Mission Sunday 9 93-67 93-67 @ 1-019 '
. . Dream Fund $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 i
Charity Opportunity _ _ TERAIE AR _
g y The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combatting sexual abuse in the Church.
s[,)eoeiyr?gu l—?i??]lﬁ tt?]:gfocr“;rnbo;g;g;‘ﬁ %Z:'Ztré’g? Dream Fund MTD $647.75 $0.00 $647.75 If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse:
Consider donating towards The Pleasant Hill ’-al.l P 1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is currently under the age of 18).
Clergy Council, our local food pantry and charity Youth Group $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 ‘ p 2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911.
organization. This is a 501C3 organization, thus ‘ 3. If the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee, or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph,
y|c>urtdor]at|9r) is ta>§ dbedtuctlble. Theff- Ishnol : Votive Candle $73.00 $0.00 $73.00 report the suspected abuse to the Diocesan Ombudsman, Joe Crayon, at 816.812.2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org.
E;,Z;S:r;: El};lllrgyygle’rg; »y;l;ﬁa;jo‘a’r”dg;aiicoﬁ % The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families.
to 100 Veterans Parkway’, Pleasant Hill, MO Special Colleciton - $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 Please contact Michelle Graff, Victim Assistance Coordinator, at 816-714-2357 or graff@diocesekcsj.org for more information.
6408o0. If you desire to assist (i.e. Meals on Wheels
- making and delivering low cost meals, then call
816-987-3952, working at the food pantry, Special Colleciton - $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL
working at the thrift store, etc.) OR have other % . .
questions, please contact the Pleasant Hill Lay Pl ber the D Fund. Month to date: $6 * R.O(')ﬁng D?Cks 305 Pine Street, Suite A
Clergy at: (816) 987-3600. ease remember the Dream Fund. Month to date: $647.75 * Siding * Kitchens and decks Pleasant Hill, MO 64080
* Windows * Basement finishing (816) 540-7057
CONTRACTING SOLUTIONS  * Wood rot * Fire and Smoke Damage www.royalcontractingkc.com
* Painting
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Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Amos 8:4-7

Holy Day Burden

To some people, religious holidays are a pain in the
neck. Holy days interrupt the flow of business. They
keep employees from work. The market’s demand
remains the same, but the rhythm of work is
interrupted. If you run a business, holy days get in
the way.

To some people, religious values are a pain in the
neck. If your goal in life is to make money, you do not
want to hear about giving to the poor. You cannot
keep money if you give it away. You will treat
employees fairly only if it helps improve the
bottom line. You will use human beings for fun or
advancement, but not with respect for their lives
and persons.

At the time of Amos the prophet, the corrupt
business world treated religion with impatience.
“*When will the Sabbath be over,” people wondered
on that holy day, “that we may display the wheat?”
Business leaders took advantage of the poor and
cheated customers. They had no use for religion.
They had use only for profits.

We fall to the same sin when work takes precedence
over prayer, and when profits take precedence over
charity. Religion is designed to ease our pain, not to
cause pain. It strives to lighten the burden of all, so
that all can rejoice together in the love of God.

Written by Paul Turner. Copyright © 2009, Resource
Publications, Inc., 888-273-7782, www.rpinet.com. All rights
reserved. Reprinted with permission from Lectionary
Bulletin Inserts, Year C: First and Second Readings.

DIVINE MERCY

2 T )
LI 1' E\ Tl
The Enormity of Small Acts of Love

Do you want to do amazing things in this world? Do you
sometimes have grandiose ideas and dreams?
Sometimes we have more secular dreams of wealth and
fame, and sometimes we may have dreams of doing
extraordinary things for God and for the Church. But
these do not have to be dreams because each and every
one of us is called to extraordinary things. The problem is
that we often misunderstand what “extraordinary” is all
about. So what is it about? It's especially about doing
small things with extraordinary love. Every one of us can
do this every day all day. Our lives are filled with
opportunities to do “small things.” It may be cooking or
cleaning, shuttling kids here or there, caring for the yard,
completing tasks at work, or daily casual conversation
with others. Every one of these tasks offers us an
opportunity to love with extraordinary love. And if you
do every small act with great love, then your love will be
great and God will do extraordinary things through your
life, bestowing His Mercy on many (See Diary #1310).

Think about the small things you have to do today. How
can you do these simple tasks with exceptional love?
Many things we do are done with distaste or
indifference. We can fail to see value in the small
monotonous activities of our day. This is a mistake. Look
for ways to do everything as an act of love and as an
offering to God. Be devout and intentional in each
opportunity you have and your dreams of greatness will
become a reality on account of the Mercy of God shining
through your life.

Lord, I give to You, this day, every small act | perform. Help
me to find value and meaning in even the smallest service.
I pray that my love for You will increase in countless small
ways so that | may be a holy instrument of Your abundant
Mercy. Jesus, I trust in You.

(This free reflection can be found at https://divinemercy.life/2025/09/16/
reflection-260-the-enormity-of-small-acts-of-love))
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Celebrate!

SEPTEMBER 28, 2025

Like Father’s Day, let Priesthood Sunday be the one day a year when we
make it a point to make priests feel truly appreciated and special.
Priesthood Sunday 1s a day to reflect upon and affirm the role of the
priesthood in the life of the Church as a central one. This nationwide
event is coordinated and sponsored by the USA Council of Serra
International—Vocations Committee. Ideas helpful in honoring the
priests in your life:

« Pray for them, and all the priests serving in the diocese and elsewhere.
« Pray for the vocation programs for the diocese.

+ Personally thank your priest(s) on Priesthood Sunday,

« Send a thank you note or letter to your priest.

« Invite children in SOR to draw notes of appreciation.

. Invite your priest for dinner with your family or friends.

« Send a card or letter to a priest(s) who served St. Bridget in the past.
+ Send a card to Bishop Johnston.

Addresses:

Most Rev. Bishop James J. Johnston
Bishop, Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph
20 West Ninth Street
Kansas City, MO 64105

Rev. Curt Vogel

St. Bridget Parish

2103 Lexington Road
Pleasant Hill, MO 64080

Rev. Msgr. Robert Murphy _>
12603 Baltimore Court

Kansas City, MO 64145 (He LOVES mail!)

Rev. Joseph Cisetti

St. Therese Parish

7207 NW Highway 9
Kansas City, MO 64152

Rev. Msgr. Bradley Offutt
St. Mark Parish

3736 S Lee’s Summit Road
Independence, MO 64055

Page 3

CALENDAR

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Monday, September 22

Tuesday, September 23
No Mass—Due to Funeral at St. Patrick
5:30 p.m. Vocations Ministry - Meeting

Wednesday, September 24
5:25 p.m. Confessions

6:00 p.m. Mass

6:30 p.m. Women of Faith
6:30 p.m. Men'’s Group

6:40 p.m. SOR

6:40 p.m. OCIA Class

Thursday, September 25

8:25a.m. Confessions

9:00 am. Mass

9:30 am.  Eucharistic Adoration Begins
6:15 p.m. Confessions

6:50 p.m. Benediction

Friday, September 26
8:00 a.m. Bible Study

Saturday, September 27
Priesthood Sunday Weekend

4:30 p.m.  Rosary

5:00 p.m. Mass

Sunday, September 28
Priesthood Sunday Weekend

7:30 am.  Confessions

7:30 aam.  Rosary

8:00 am. Mass

PN
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@ signal
[l A4
Stay up to date with St. Bridget
Parish! Download the Signal App

and scan the QR code to join the
“St. Bridget Parish Group”.




October is Respect Life Month
in the US for the Catholic Church.
Sunday October 5th the National Life Chain

is taking place in our area in Blue Springs,
at the corner of 40 Hwy and 7 Hwy from 1-2pm.

The Ignatian Spirituality Center of KC
Fall Morning of Reflection
St. Ignatius and the Imagination
Join us as Fr. Stephen Hess, SJ, Vice President for
Mission and Ministry at Rockhurst University,
leads us in a morning of imaginative prayer and
Ignatian contemplation, hosted at the new Alvin
Brooks Center for Faith-Justice and the newly
constructed Mabee Chapel at Rockhurst
University. Saturday, October 18, 9-noon
Breakfast Provided.
For more information and to register

Parishioners from St. Robert, St. John La Lalande,
St. Patrick and St. Bridget have participated in the past as well

as other congregations from different faiths to stand for Life.
Pro-Life signs will be available to hold.

We pray and stand silently together for that one hour period.

Parking available at Kennedy Jewelry parking lot.

October 2025

Please contact Thonya Kennedy for
details or questions 816-308-2695.

SONS OF MERCY * COUNCIL #I3113

‘\KNIGHTs

o MR

- ‘ \
b CHIEFS TAILGATE
NOVEMBER 2, 2025

October 26, 2025 ;

¥ 11:30A.M. -ZOOPM% A\‘
W el

DELICIOUS FOOD | SILENT AUCTION

* BEEER/AEEIZE | AND MORE o

YOU DO NOT WANT TO MISS THIS HISTORIC E\/ENT‘

BISHOP JOHNSTON WILL BLESS THE
MARIAN GROTTO AT 11:00 AM T0
START THE 20235 FESTIVAL.

BEEF RAFFLE TICKETS & EARLY DINNER TICKETS
WILL GO ON SALE OCTOBER 4TH

& IN LEDWIDGE HALL (LOWER LEVEL OF CHURCH)

& THERE'S NO CHARGE

&> THE GAME WILL BE SHOWN ON THE BIG SCREEN

< DOORS OPEN AT 2 PM | GAME STARTS AT 3:25 PM

&> HALFTIME THE KNIGHTS WILL SERVE:
HAMBURGRS, HOT DOGS, POP AND WATER

B < OTHER DRINKS ARE BYOB

- : P4 > FANS ASKED TO BRING A SIDE DISH OR DESSERT
&’ <» MORE INFORMATON TO COME SOON....
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Catechism of the Catholic Church
(44
2634 Intercession is a
prayer of petition which
leads us to pray as Jesus
did. He is the one
D intercessor with the
The 1st Commandment Father on 'behalf of all
“l am the Lord your God: you shall not have ., men, especially sinners.
strange gods before me.” He is “able for all time to

The First Commandment, “l am the Lord your God: save those  ‘who draw
you shall not have strange gods before me.” is the near to God through him,
foundation upon which all the other Commandments since he always lives to
have meaning and purpose. When we get this make intercession for
Commandment right, all the other Commandments them.” The Holy Spirit
become easier to live. “himself intercedes for

) ) us . . . and intercedes for
To discover how the First Commandment works to the saints according to

your advantage, scan the code or go to the will of God.”
IfULoveMe.org/ten-commandments. 1 %9

NDMENT OF THE MONTH
 SEPTMEBER 2025

- If you love me, you will
- keep my commandments.

A" John 14:15
WEEK 3

SHIN K
-OR DONNELLY COLLEGE

P|easejoin usin ce|ebrating the transformative impact of
private Catholic higher education in the lives of our students.
Together we can advance Donnelly’s mission of making the

opportunity for a faith-based college education accessible to all.

THURSDAY, OCT. 9, 2025

5:30 PM  Sponsor and alumni reception with
Monsignor Stuart Swetland

6:00 PM  Cocktails and hors d'oeuvres

7:00 PM  Dinner by Jack Stack’s Astoria and concise
program featuring student testimonials and
Alumni Hall of Fame induction

Gourmet coffee bar and Fe||owship'.

For sponsor benefits, scan code or visit

donnelly.edu/SHINE

Questions? Contact Nancy Wilkerson
913.621.8758 | nwilkerson(@donnelly.edu

e
In your time of need

YOU ARE NOT ALONE

LIFE & JUSTICE

= NN
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7"/0,0& that Anchors Us

Facing the end of life, whether for ourselves

or someone we love, can stir fear, sadness and
deep questions about what lies ahead. Yet, in
these moments, we are called to cling to a hope
far greater than anything this world offers.
Christian hope is not just a wish for things to
improve; it is a certainty, rooted in a person who
will never fail us. Our hope rests in the One who
guarantees it—Jesus Christ, who holds our future
in His hands.

So how do we truly live out this hope, especially
when suffering weighs heavy?

Let us use the letters of the word “hope” to
reflect more deeply on the assurance Jesus has

given us.

Holding Fast to Christ

Our hope is not in vague ideas but in Jesus Christ:
God who took on flesh, loved us to the end, and
conquered death. When life’s final chapter feels
uncertain, He remains our sure and steadfast anchor.
We are held by a God who keeps His promises. “The
mystery of the Redemption of the human person is in
an astonishing way rooted in the loving involvement
of God with human suffering. That is why we can
entrust ourselves to God and to convey this certainty
in faith to the person who is suffering and fearful of
pain and death.”

Overcoming Death

Through His resurrection, Jesus Christ, overcame
death and gave us the hope of joining Him in eternal
life. Eternal life is a relationship with our Lord who
does not die, who is Life and Love itself. “Death is a
decisive moment in the human person’s encounter
with God the Savior.” Thanks to the grace of
Christ, death is not the end of life but a promise of
communion with God. This is the glorious future
awaiting us, and the great hope that steadies us even
now when we are suffering.

Persevering in Solidarity

The Gospel is not just information; it transforms.

It changes our life and enables us to act. Since we
know who holds our tomorrow, we can face today’s
fears with courage. This hope reshapes how we face
suffering. It means living our final days not in despair,
but with joy, offering our pain as prayer and witness.

This hope is not just for us; it is a light we pass to
others. In hospice rooms, family conversations,
and quiet acts of care for others, we become living
reminders that no life is beyond God’s reach. “The
scene of the Cross provides a way of understanding
that even when it seems that there is nothing more
to do there remains much to do, because ‘remaining’
by the side of the sick is a sign of love and of the
hope that it contains.” Together, we can build
communities anchored in solidarity that no illness
or grief can destroy. We believe that every human



life, to the very last breath, has inestimable value and
demands our protection and care.

Embracing Suffering

Jesus did not just observe human suffering—He
entered into it. Our God chose to become like us!
Love Himself chose to suffer with us, and that
changes everything. Even when we feel alone, He is
there, whispering, “I am with you.” Our suffering
becomes meaningful when united to Christ’s
suffering on the Cross. When we unite our pain with
His, it becomes a share in God’s redeeming work, a
mystery where our deepest wounds become vessels
of grace. This is the scandal of our faith: a God who
did not spare Himself so that we would know we are
never abandoned.

Isaiah the prophet tells us, “They that hope in the
Lord will renew their strength” (Is. 40:31). In life’s
hardest moments, let us fix our eyes on our Lord
Jesus Christ. He walks this path with us, redeems our
struggles, and promises a dawn where every tear is
wiped away. May His hope light our way, guiding us
and our loved ones to our heavenly home with Him.

VSamaritanus bonus, Conclusion.
21bid, V, 10.
31bid, I1.

Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved. Excerpts from Samaritanus bonus (On
the care of persons in the critical and terminal phases of life) © 2020, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved.
Models used for illustrative purposes only. Copyright © 2025, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights
reserved.
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