
beautiful location, magniflcent architecture and the splendid layout of its gardens, this palace is considered the top
sight in Vienna. A special gem is the baroque style park surrounding the palace. After our visit, what better way to be

introduced to Vienna than with some Applestrudel in the "Sch<inbrunn Old Bakery", an old time romantic cellar. Here
you have the chance to watch first-hand an original professional sugar baker making the world famous and delicious
"Vierurese Apple Strudel", followed by a tasting. Then return to our MS Symphonie Cruise Ship for dinner. Overnight
onboard our cruise ship.

6th day: Friday, July 31: Morning in Melk. Afternoon Cruise to Passau (B/L/D)
Morning cruising on the Danube as we pass old castles and small villages
situated in the beautiful Wachau Valley before arriving in Melk, best known as

the site of a massive baroque Benedictine monastery named the MelkAbbey.
The town is first mentioned as Medilica in 831 at the coronation of Louis the
German. Afltrnoon arrival in Melk. After lunch, we tour theAbbey founded
in 1089 as a Benedictine Abbey where monks continue in this tradition for
over 900 years. No tour of monasteries inAustria or Middle Europe for that
matteq would be complete without a visit to the magnificent MelkAbbey.
Abbot Berthold Dietmayr and his architects Jakob Prandtauer and Joseph

Munggenast left no stone unturned in their quest from 1701 to 1736 to construct a sacred palace upon the foundations
of a medieval monastery. The library is a treasure in itself, due to its valuable manuscript collection and to the beauty of
its architectural design. Hopefully we will be able to have a Mass at the Abbey before returning to our cruise ship as we
continue to Passau. Overnight onboard our cruise ship.

7th day: Saturday, August 1: Disembark our Cruise Ship and onto Salzburg (B/L/D)
Continue our cruise into Passau, once described as "one of the most beautifully
situated cities in the world" due to its remarkable position on the confluence of
three rivers. After breakfast, we disembark our cruise ship and board our coach to
the "Sound of Music" city, Salzburg. Lunch is on our own. We meet again for an

afternoon walking sightseeing tour of the UNESCO-protected Old Town seeing
landmarks including the Cathedral, Mozarteum and St. Peter's Cemetery whose
colonnades famously provided hiding for the Von Trapp family in the 1960 Sound

of Music musical. We walk along the cobbled
Getreidegasse shopping street and learn about
Salzburg's most famous former resident,
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, as we pause outside the composer's house. See the

Mirabell Palace and its gardens, the backdrop to the famous 'Do Re Mi'scene
in The Sound of Music, and take in the views of the Hohensalzburg, the hilltop
forkess looming over the city. Return to our hotel where after a time to refresh
ourselves, we will take a small local train up the mountain overlooking Salzburg
for dinner followed by a wonderful Mozart concert. Overnight in Salzburg.

8th day: Sunday,August 2: To Oberammergau. Afternoon & Evening Passion Play (B/D)
Depart Salzburg in the morning for the village of Oberammerga.u and our reserved accommodations in one of the

many nearby villages. We have lunch on our own before being shuttled to
the Passion Play theater.ln 1633, the residents vowed that if God spared

them from the bubonic plague, they would produce aplay thereafter
depicting the life and death of Jesus. Performed during years ending in
zero,it is considereil as one of the grandest in the world. The production
involves over 2,000 performers, musicians, and stage hands--all residents
of the village. They rehearse for over six months and present the play
over 100 times during a performance year. The open-air theater adds to
the magic of the show. The play begins at2:30pm. We will have dinner
during the 3-hour interval between Part# 1 and Part #2 in a restaurant in
Oberammergau or the local area, before returning to the theater and the conclusion of the Play which will end about

10:30pm. Return to our hotel for our overnight.


