
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) – July 4, 2021

(Ezekiel 2:2-5;  Ps. 123:1-2,2,3-4;  2Corinthians 12:7-10;  Mark 6:1-6)  

This weekend I was invited to go on a hot air balloon ride from a field at the

Arts Center north of Belmond.  It was my first hot air balloon ride.  Since it was

Dr. Whitters that invited me I was pretty confident that it was safe.  The owner and

pilot of the balloon was obviously Christian.  He had, I believe, five crosses on the

balloon and the name of the balloon was “Son Light.”  It was a very calm and

beautiful ride.  He was a licensed balloon pilot, had been doing it for several years

and was evidently a skilled pilot.  Though he put down in a soybean field on the

edge  of  a  farm acreage,  he  landed  in  a  ten  foot  wide  grass  strip  between  the

soybean rows and we did not tip over when we landed.  

One of our parishioners had some fresh fried sweet bread ready for us back

at the launching site when we returned.  By this time the pilot knew that I was a

Catholic priest.  He pointed out to me, while we were visiting, that it takes faith to

use a hot air balloon.  One object of faith is that hot air rises and can lift you with

the balloon, even though you cannot see the hot air.  You can see the evidence of it

with the expanse of the balloon rising.  Secondly you have faith, which we often

take for granted, that gravity will bring you back to the ground.  Even though we

cannot see gravity we have all felt its affects in many ways, such as every time we

slip on the ice, or fall down a stairs or have an object fall on our heads.  So, yes, it

is real, even though we cannot see it.  

Saturday, July 3rd is the Feast day of St. Thomas.  He has the nickname,

“Doubting Thomas.”  He was not in the upper room with the other ten disciples

when the  risen  Jesus  appeared to  them on Easter  Sunday.   Thomas would not

believe  that  the  other  ten  saw  Jesus,  unless  he  could  but  his  finger  into  the

wounded hands of Jesus and his own hand into His wounded side.  When Jesus

appeared to them the following Sunday, according to St. John, Thomas was with

them.  Jesus evidently knew that Thomas had doubted.  He invited Thomas to put

his finger into his hand and his hand into the wounded side of Jesus.  Thomas then



recognized and proclaimed Jesus as Lord and God – His human Lord and Divine

God.  Jesus’ challenge to St. Thomas was for all of us, “Do not be unbelieving, but

believe.”   Sometimes  it  is  hard  to  believe  something  without  experiencing  it

through the evidence of our senses of sight, sound, touch or smell.  

It is also hard to believe something to be extra-ordinary when it has been

ordinary all of our lives, like gravity, for example.  That is the case in our gospel

reading today.  When Jesus began his public ministry he moved from his home

town of Nazareth to live in Capernaum with the family of Simon Peter.  Today he

returns  to  his  home  town  of  Nazareth  with  his  disciples  and  goes  into  the

synagogue on the Sabbath, as was his custom.  His old acquaintances were looking

at him in anticipation, but also with doubt.  They were very impressed with his

words of wisdom, but could not accept that he was anything but the carpenter who

had grown up in their midst for the first 30 years of his life.  It said that they took

offense at him.  

It reminds me of a time that a young lady, who had grown up in a family

with a history of suffering from diabetes and being over weight.  She wanted to do

something about it and visited a doctor, who specialized in improving a person’s

health through proper diet.  When she was at home and was invited to partake in

some candy and other goodies, she resisted.  Her family took offense at her and

claimed that she was no different from them and could expect to experience the

same difficulties that they did.  The people of Jesus’ home town could not accept

that he could be any different or better than them.  They took offense at him and

did not have faith in his abilities, so St. Mark tells us that he could not work any

miracles, except to lay his hands on a few people and cure them.  It reminds us of

many times Jesus tells people that their faith has saved them.  It makes us think

about how often or how much does lack of faith prevent God from working in and

through us.  

We had Totus Tuus, summer Faith Formation classes, in the cluster this last

week.  One of the young teachers, in sharing her own experience, mentioned how



she depended on the faith of her parents all those years of growing up.  When she

started to college she felt rather vulnerable until she encountered and made friends

with other young Catholic Christians, where they could challenge and support each

other in the Faith.  She felt a little guilty of needing that support.  I explained that

is why Jesus started a Church and brought together a group of people to support

each other.  If you noticed the prayer that Jesus taught them – the first word is not

“My” Father, but “Our Father.”  Jesus expected us to gather together.  Yes, there

are times when we need to exercise our faith when we are alone and that takes

faith, but as we found out during Covid, people are intended to live in community

with  others.   Even  the  early  monks  left  society  to  live  a  solitary  life  in  the

wilderness.   Very  soon  other  likeminded  people  would  soon  join  them  in

community.  

In our first reading today Ezekiel is called to be a prophet to the people of

Israel, while they are in exile.  He is to challenge them to live the Faith and the

laws which God had given them years earlier through Moses.  God tells Ezekiel

that it will not be easy.  They are “hard of face and obstinate of heart.”  When you

think about our times, there are some that want to force Christians to accept what is

contrary to the teaching of God.  I have been hearing for a number of years that our

children are being taught in school that when we don’t accept everything they want

to  teach  that  we  are  unreasonable.   Some  parents  have  complained  that  their

children are sometime being told to not believe or trust their parents.  

A  couple  of  months  ago  a  priest  friend  who  also  took  care  of  several

parishes had a suicide in his community.  Following that several other youth tried

to do likewise.  After that I was visiting with a grandmother who shared that she

knew a young woman who tried to do the same.  However she said that she knew

that young woman had a heart for Jesus.   Then she said something of which I

should have made the connection before.  She said what they are teaching in school

is contrary to their faith, to what is foundational in their lives, and so “yes” good

young people are confused when two trusted sources are contradicting each other.  



Through our baptism we are called to be prophets for Jesus.  Like that pilot,

we are called to give obvious witness to who and what we profess to believe.  The

evidence of Jesus being the Son of God, the Word of God made flesh, is very

powerful, if we should choose to believe him and others who have witnessed him

in one way or another.  We may not see the Holy Spirit but many have testified to

his power working in their lives.  

A few weeks ago, on the feast of Corpus Christi, Deacon Whitters gave you

some powerful evidence of the presence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist – that the

bread and wine are changed to his Body and Blood, His Soul and Divinity.  Often,

like the former neighbors of Jesus in Nazareth, Jesus becomes too ordinary for us.

Because of our lack of faith, we are afraid to step out to give witness to Jesus.  The

faith of our neighbors and our children will suffer when we don’t.  

This weekend we celebrate the beginning independence and the freedom of

our country.  That independence and freedom was considered a gift from God, not

from any country or government.  However it will survive only when we dare to

exercise them.  There were many of our founders who risked their lives, that of

their families and all they had worked for, in order that people could live their faith

freely.  They, like every human being, had faults and so does our country.  Yet

they have done much good for others and so has our country.  

Every Sunday we also remember and celebrate the one who spent and gave

his life that we could love and serve God freely and continue his good work here

on earth.  In his second letter to the Corinthians St. Paul complains and prays to

God to take away his weakness, the “thorn in his flesh.”  God replies, “My grace is

sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.”  We may feel weak or

disadvantaged in one way or another.   That  will  not  stop God working in and

through us if we put our faith in him.  St. Paul and St. Thomas went on to give

their lives for Christ and it has strengthened the faith of many after them.  So can

we, if we choose to put our faith in Jesus, the Father and the Holy Spirit.  May God

bless, guide and strengthen you as you put your faith in Him.  


