
Second Sunday of Lent (B) – February 28, 2021

(Genesis 22:1-2,9a,10-13,15-18;  Ps. 116:10,15,16-17,18-19; Romans 8:31b-34;  Mark 9:2-10;)  

Our first reading from the Book of Genesis can be very challenging to think

that God would even ask Abraham to sacrifice his only and beloved son or any son

or daughter for that matter.  But at the time of Abraham other religions, especially

with false gods, did offer their children in sacrifice to their gods.  Cortez and some

of the local tribes in Mexico, in defeating the Aztec Tribes put an end to many

human sacrifices going on there.  We might think that our God, a God that we have

come to know as an all loving God, could not or should not ask such a thing.  

I think the point of this example in the bible is to help us remember and

firmly grasp, what Jesus tells us – that we must love God above all things in order

to have a right relationship in any other person or thing here on earth.  I try to

convey that to couples in preparing them for the Sacrament of Marriage.  Looking

upon Jesus on the cross, which we must now imitate, the greatest act of love is one

of self-sacrifice for the good of the other, rather than self fulfillment or using the

other to fill our own needs.  

Several years ago I saw a TV show in which Abraham was teaching young

Isaac that we must offer the very best to God.  Isaac had a very special white lamb

that was his pet.  He happened to be holding that lamb in his arms.  Eventually

Isaac  realized  that  he  needed  to  offer  his  lamb  as  a  sacrifice  to  God.   That

experienced helped prepare both Abraham and Isaac for this event, of God asking

Abraham and Isaac to offer Isaac as a sacrifice to God.  

It was accredited to Abraham as an act of faith.  On the way to the hill of

sacrifice Isaac said, that here is the fire and the wood but where is the sacrifice.

Abraham’s response was that God himself will provide the sacrifice.  It may be

that  he hoped God would do what  he  did,  however  some theologians  say  that

Abraham had faith that God could raise up from the dead, even all that he has

created.  This reading prepares us for our gospel reading, that God would indeed

provide the sacrifice and would not spare his own son’s life because of his great



love for us and that he did indeed have the power to raise up all that was created

and all that was of himself, such as Jesus, God the Son.  

A priest friend of mine seems to keep in touch with all that happening in the

Church and in the country.  A couple of weeks ago he forwarded me an article,

which I finally got around to reading this week.  After reading it I realized that it

seems  to  run  parallel  to  our  gospel  reading  today.   Our  reading  today  is  the

amazing transfiguration of Jesus, on the mountain, in the presence of Peter, James

and John, his closest  friends.   Jesus appears in his divine nature, as the divine

person that he is.  He is with Elijah and Moses who were conversing with Jesus.  

The apostles were struck with awe.  Peter hardly knowing what to say, they

were so terrified, said, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here!  Let us make three tents:

one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”  It was then that God intervened,

his voice coming from a cloud, which overshadowed them, “This is my beloved

Son.  Listen to him.” Coming down from the mountain Jesus told them to not

reveal the vision to anyone until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  

When you are told to keep an important secret often that secret remains on

the forefront of your mind.  This would keep this, and the mysterious resurrection

from the dead, on the minds of those three men until it happened.  This vision was

to help them to keep from giving up in despair at the scandal of the crucifixion of

Jesus, their Lord and master.  

The article which my friend sent  was by Matthew J.  Paquette M.D.  He

wrote about the theological and political situation of the world today, especially

how it affects the U.S. and the Catholic Church.  Two of the main religions, which

we  might  not  have  classified  as  religions,  were  actually  godless  religions:

Communism and Liberalism.  He said they are two sides of the same coin.  Their

leaders, even though they hate each other, will work together to accomplish like

goals, to overcome the Church and take control of the world to their own ends.  

He discusses how the Covid virus has played into their hands in helping to

take control of finances and of people.  He discusses this in more detail and greater



length.  He goes on to explain how this also plays into the second coming of Jesus,

in which he mentions the messages from heaven: beginning at Knock Ireland, in

1879, when no words were spoken, but John, the Evangelist  appeared with the

BVM, with an open book, acknowledging a lamb as if slain on an altar.  1884 –

Pope  Leo XIII’s  vision.   1899  the  seven  stars  of  the  apocalypse  (Sun,  Moon,

Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn) which lined up representing the keys of

Hades in the Book of Revelation.  1917 The Fatima apparitions of BVM.  1930’s

St. Faustina’s vision and words from Jesus, speaking of his 2nd coming and his

Divine Mercy to prepare us for that coming.  1943 Sister Lucia discussing how the

3rd secret relates to Ch. 8-13 in the Book of Revelation.  1976 Then Cardinal Karol

Wojtyla (later Pope John Paul II) “We are now standing in the face of the greatest

historical confrontation humanity has ever experience. I do not think that the wide

circle  of  the  American  Society,  or  the  whole  wide  circle  of  the  Christian

Community realize this fully.  We are now facing the final confrontation between

the Church and the anti-church, between the Gospel and the anti-gospel between

Christ and the antichrist.”  

The  author  mentions  that  in  1989,  Cardinal  Ratzinger  in  his  book,

Introduction to Christianity, mentions that among these dehumanizing changes, a

golden opportunity arises for the Church to confidently assert the Good News.  He

mentions some major points to remember are 1. There is a vertical dimension to

reality that is more real than the horizontal.  (In other words God’s world is more

real than what we see on earth.)  2.  Our Creator is also our Father, Who loves each

one of us infinitely.  3.  The bible tells us 365 times to not be afraid.  4:  Christ tells

us to not be afraid of what can kill the body, but then is quick to tell us that we

should be afraid of only one thing: mortal sin (the only thing that can separate us

from God).  We should have only one fear, and that is sin.  5.  Safety is not a

virtue.  In fact, Christ says it will be very dangerous to be a Christian.  6.  God is

the one who controls the length of our days.  7.  We are made for greatness, not for

comfort (Benedict XVI).  8.  Until recently, the Church throughout her 2000 years



has run toward crises when the world runs away, (eg. St. Damien of Molokai, St.

Charles Borromeo, St. Mother Theresa, etc.)  9.   Covid-19 does not alter the final

exam.  When we see the hungry and thirsty and sick and imprisoned and homeless,

we are seeing Christ (Mt. 25).  10.  The sacraments infuse the life of God into us.

They are as essential to our souls as food and water are to our bodies.  11.  Times

of  crises  expose  people for  who they really  are.   Our  greatest  hope should be

Heaven and we should  not  fear  death.   Simply living and communicating this

reality  will  be  effectively  evangelistic  and  convey  hope  to  a  depressed  and

despairing world.  12.  We need to dispel the false dichotomy of “killing grandma.”

One elderly woman said it best: “They are not letting us live so that we won’t die.”

13.  We need to be more afraid of personal judgement than we are of lawyers and

insurance companies.  14.  We are all going to die. For a Christian, death is gain

(Phil.  1:21)  because  Christ  conquered  death.   15.   By  nature,  freedom  is  our

greatest gift.  Our freedom comes from God.  The world is currently trying to strip

every  form of  freedom from us.   Because  totalitarianism is  antithetical  to  our

nature, to God’s plan, we must stand up for freedom whenever it is threatened.”  

The author of that article concludes with a personal note: “I have struggled

with severe anxiety for  most  of  my life.   So I  understand how people can be

paralyzed by anxiety.  I have had a series of healings over the years, the most

recent being the Consecration to St. Joseph.  My whole life and everything I have

now belongs to St. Joseph.  This is extremely liberating.  In fact, it almost feels

surreal to feel little fear at all any more.  What the world desperately needs is for

Catholics to find our peace in the Lord, and then to let the Light of Christ shine

through us.  This is the Catholic moment.  Let us seize it!  

So  I  would like  to  conclude  that  the  Transfiguration and even more  the

death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus still gives us hope, even in the midst of

trial  and scandal.   The  sacraments  are  the  life  of  Jesus  in  us.   This  Lent  take

advantage of God’s Divine Mercy, especially in the sacraments of Penance and the

Eucharist.  I would be happy to make the full article available to anyone.  


