
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord (B) – March 28,2021

(Isaiah 50:4-7;  Ps. 22:8-9,17-18,19-20,23-24;  Philippians 2:6-11;  Mark 14:1-15:47;)  

For the last several weeks we have been preparing for this week – the week

that Jesus enters into his passion and suffering.  As he prepared his disciples for

this coming event, he has prepared us – when we choose to walk with him as they

did.  The Transfiguration, where his divine nature overshadowed his human nature,

was to prepare Simon Peter, James and John for the scandal of his brutal suffering

and death.  It was to help them see that Jesus is one with the all powerful God.  At

the same time his passion would reveal that he is, at the same time, completely one

with us in our suffering human nature.  His suffering was not only physical, but the

emotional suffering of his betrayal – not just Judas, but all who betray him even

today.  

These few weeks have allowed us to begin that walk with Jesus as we read

or listened to the scriptures leading up to this week and as we walked the way of

the cross with him.  It is through reflecting on the scriptures and the way of the

cross that we enter into the suffering he has done for us.  It is through his suffering

and seeing him, even now, day after day upon the cross that we see that God does

not abandon us in our suffering.   He is not a God far  away and above all  the

suffering which we endure, but rather that he enters into our suffering with us.  As

we each carry our crosses today, he has walked before us and even now walks with

us, as we carry ours.  

We cannot fully appreciate this until we have walked with him and realize,

as the stations meditations reflect – that no one has suffered like he has.  No matter

how serious our illness, even to death, no matter how tragic the loss of our loved

one, Jesus and his Blessed Mother have suffered before and even greater than us.

It  is  in  walking  this  way  with  them,  that  we  can  more  fully  appreciate  and

understand that they walk our way with us.  

Each of the gospels reveal a truth of this to us.  Luke reveals that on the

cross Jesus offered, not a curse, but a prayer for those who put him there – for us:



“Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” (Lk. 23:34)  He even gave us

an excuse.  In being able to say this, he turned the greatest evil – the killing of

God’s only begotten Son, into the greatest good, the salvation of all who follow

him.  By virtue of our baptism, we are now the body of Christ on earth.  When we

offer our sacrifices, whatever they may be, to the Father through Jesus on the cross,

he takes what we offer and changes it to something powerfully good.  

In the gospel of John he reveals that upon the cross one of the twelve stood 

with his Blessed Mother.  He looked at his Mother and said, “Woman, behold your

son, and to the ‘Beloved Disciple,’ “Behold your Mother.” (Jn. 19:26-27;)  In doing so

he was giving her to us as our mother.  We, who follow Jesus, are his beloved 

disciples.  

Let us walk with Jesus and his Blessed Mother this week and reflect upon 

this suffering and self sacrifice of Jesus for us.  Take a few minutes now to reflect 

on what we have just heard...


