
Fourth Sunday of Lent (B) – March 14, 2021

(2Chronicles 36:14-16,19-23;  Ps. 137:1-2,3,4-5,6;  Ephesians 2:4-10;  John 3:14-21;)  

In our first reading from the Second Book of Chronicles God has allowed his

people to be overtaken by their enemies.  The princes, the priests and the people

have committed infidelity – one after the other.  That had gone on for about seven

centuries.  Now they will be held in captivity for seventy years under Babylonia.

Then when Cyrus overtakes Babylonia, even though Cyrus is one of God’s people,

God still works through him to accomplish his will.  By his announcement Cyrus

seems to recognize this.  

In one of my homilies at daily Mass this week I acknowledge that the U.S.

might be on that trajectory.  Keep praying for our country and do what you can to

inform our legislatures.  There is a bill up for vote to let the Federal Government

take over the elections, which at present are under the authority of each state.  In

doing so it moves further away from control of the people.  When that happens we

lose our voice in the matter,  so pray and contact  senators to prevent that from

happening.  

In our second reading from St. Paul to the Ephesians,  Paul expresses his

faith in God, who is rich in mercy because of the great love he has for us.  We were

dead in our sins.  God brought us to life with Christ – “by grace you have been

saved –, raised us up with him, and seated us with him in the heavens in Christ

Jesus, that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace

in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.”  

In our gospel reading Jesus points out to Nicodemus: “Just as Moses lifted

up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone

who believes in him may have eternal life.”  When Moses and the Israelites were

in the desert wilderness, they started to complain against God and Moses.  They

didn’t have much of a menu to choose from.  God allowed poisonous serpents,

snakes, to bite them and they began to die.  They acknowledged their sinfulness

and asked Mose to pray asking God to remove the serpents.  But God told Moses



to make a bronze serpent mount it on a pole so when anyone got bit they could

look at that serpent and be healed.  Just so the Son of Man must be lifted up so that

all who look upon him and believe might have eternal life.  

Nicodemus was a high priest, a member of the Sanhedrin of the ruling class.

John’s gospel is the only one who records this event.  He came to Jesus at night

because he did not want his colleagues to know about it.  This is explained in this

gospel just before our reading begins today.  It is one of the readings we use at

Baptisms.  Nicodemus told Jesus, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has

come from God, for no one can do these signs that you are doing unless God is

with him.”  

Jesus answered and said to him, “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless one is

born from above he cannot see the Kingdom of God.”  Nicodemus questions how

an old man can be born again.  Jesus again replies, “Amen, amen, I say to you,

unless one is born of water and Spirit he cannot enter the Kingdom of God.”  This

is  one of  the  ways that  God saves  us by his  grace  of  which St.  Paul  refers  –

sacramental grace.  

Stephen  Ray  is  a  former  Evangelical  Minister,  but  has  entered  into  the

fullness of the Faith in the Catholic Church.  Some of you may have seen his Bible

Timeline.  In one of his CDs, I think it is entitled, “Born Again.”  He pointed out

that God can be rather boring because he often does things in the same pattern.

Someone pointed that out concerning the creation of animals that are built like the

human body or vise versa.  Stephen quotes Jesus saying that we must be born of

water and the Spirit.  

A couple months ago I was visiting briefly with a man, who commented that

we are born of the Spirit.  He didn’t acknowledge water.  These verses in St. John

corrects that notion.  Stephen points out from the very first verses of the bible that

God accomplished his work through water and the Spirit.  The Spirit hovered over

the water and separated the land from the water.  When Noah and his family were

saved in the Ark during the Flood, the Ark was floating on the water when the



dove, which represents the Spirit, brought an olive branch to Noah – a message of

peace, that the flood was over.  

When God brought the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt, he did it through

the  waters  of  the  Red  Sea  with  a  pillar  of  cloud  by  day  and  fire  by  night,

representing the presence of God in the Spirit.  That is one of the readings we will

read at the Easter Vigil.  It is another way of God making a new beginning, a new

covenant with his people.  

Today Jesus points out that he must be lifted up (on the cross) as the serpent

is lifted up on the pole.  The serpent is the one responsible for the people dying.

Jesus takes our sins, the cause of our spiritual death, upon himself and nails them

on the cross.  It is through the cross – his sacrifice offered to the Father for us – for

our sins, which gives power to his grace – his life in the sacraments through which

we are saved.  We enter into this new covenant through Baptism, water and the

Spirit.  

In this gospel Jesus gives us the verse many people like to display at ball

games and other public events.  “For God so loved the world that he gave his only

Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal

life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but the

world might be saved through him.”  He goes on, “Whoever believes in him will

not be condemned, but whoever does not believe has already been condemned,

because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.”  

Stephen Ray points out that some people today say they believe and let it go

at that – with the understanding that is the whole story and nothing more to do or

say.  He qualified what it means with another example.  There was a man who

wanted to walk across Niagara Falls on a tight rope.  He publicized his intention

and when he would do it.  So a large crowd had gathered to witness the event.

Before he crossed he asked them, “Do you believe I can do it?”  They all cried out,

“Yes, we believe – go for it.”  



It was a rather windy day but after a long while he crossed over.  When he

got over he then called out that he wanted to do it again, this time blindfolded –

wearing a  mask over his  eyes rather  than his  mouth.   He called out,  “Do you

believe that I can do it?”  “They answered, “We believe you can.”  So he went

forth, again after a long while, he made it across.  Then, to their surprise, he said he

wanted to cross again, this time blindfolded, with someone on his shoulders.  He

called out again, “Do you believe?”  They answered again, “We believe.”  Then he

called out again, “Who will volunteer to ride on my shoulders?”  It grew silent.  No

one said a word.  

Did they really believe?  What does it mean to believe?  Jesus has crossed

over  from that  side to this  side and back again.   He wants  to carry us on his

shoulders.  Are you ready to believe and follow him? Are you willing to walk

across the perils of this life with him, even and especially  in the public arena.

Sometimes it may seem like we need to walk and trust him blindfolded.  Through

the sacraments he give us his grace, his life, food and healing for eternal life.  He

gives it to us now – a new covenant with food and healing for the journey.  May

you truly believe and trust in him.  


