
Fifth Sunday of Lent (B) – March 21, 2021

(Jeremiah 31:31-34;  Ps. 51;  Hebrews 5:7-9;  John 12:20-23;)  

In our first reading from the Book of Jeremiah God has been patient with his

people  for  many years,  but  they have  continued to  break the  covenant  he  had

established with them through Moses.  The prophet, Jeremiah, has tried to warn

them, but like the other prophets, they punish him for prophesying the doom of

which he has warned them.  God is going to allow them to be overtaken by the

Babylonians.  Their city and the temple will be destroyed, but they don’t listen.

Even though God will let them suffer for many years, in his love for them he gives

them some hope for the future.  

“The days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with

the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  It will not be like the covenant I made

with their fathers the day I took them by the hand to lead them forth from the land

of Egypt, for they broke my covenant and I had to show myself their master, says

the Lord.”  This reveals why some people say that the God of the Old Testament is

a strict God, but the New Testament reveals  a God of love.   The people were

rebellious and kept giving into false gods and violent habits.  

“But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those

days, says the Lord.  I will place my law within them and write it upon their hearts;

I will be their God and they will be my people.”  Instead of writing it on stone

tablets, which many of them will never see again, he will write it on their hearts.  It

is one thing to read directions on how to do something well, such as play a sport,

like softball, basketball, wrestling or golf.  It is quite another accomplishment to

put  that  into  practice,  day  in  and  day  out  so  that  your  mind  and  body  work

together, in an instant to make the right maneuver.  

The same is true for the new covenant that God has in mind for his Church

and each of us intimately, as his people and as his children.  We need to, not only

learn about the faith in our classes.  In order for it to become real we need to see it

and practice it  in our homes and with our friends.  If  it  doesn’t  happen in our



homes, with our friends and here at Mass, it will not take root and produce fruit.  If

we forget about our faith when something comes up at home or at work which

causes  anxiety,  or  another  project  or  commitment  at  school,  our  faith  will  not

survive.  It will not take root.  We will erase it from our hearts.  

Our gospel  reading take place after  Jesus has come to Jerusalem for the

preparation for the passover of that year.  Evidently Philip spoke Greek.  He was

from  Bethsaida  in  Galilee.   Some  Greeks  approached  him  and  told  him  they

wanted to see Jesus.  They all must hold Jesus in pretty high regard.  Philip doesn’t

take them immediately to Jesus, but rather goes and tells Andrew.  Then Andrew

and Philip go together to tell this to Jesus.  What is Jesus response to them?  He

recognizes that when these foreigners come looking for Jesus, that his final hour is

close.  His work is nearing its climax.  Then he begins to announce what this will

look like.  “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  Amen, Amen, I

say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a

grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.”  

It is on the ground that the moisture and the organisms of the soil begin to

break the seed  open and help  to  cause  it  to  sprout,  eventually  leading to  new

growth and mature fruit.  Jesus will soon be thrown down and left to the mercy of

those who will undo him and hang him on cross.  

He goes on, addressing anyone wishing to follow him, “Whoever loves his

life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal

life.”  The world teaches us to love ourselves – to focus on ourselves, our own

health and happiness, which we should do to a certain extent.  However in order to

keep it in the right perspective we must focus first on God.  Keep focused on the

God who loves us, knows our needs, knows what will give us ultimate happiness

and can give us what we need, what we cannot do for ourselves.  

Jesus goes on, “Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there

also will my servant be.  The Father will honor whoever serves me.”  In his homily

for this weekend Bishop Robert Barron pointed out the life of Fr. Chizek, who as a



young priest, volunteered to go to Russia to serve the faithful.  It turned out that by

the time he was ready to go, war had broken out with the Nazi’s.  Before long he

was captured and ended up in solitary confinement for over 20 years.  When he

finally got out he wrote a book entitled, “With God in Russia.”  Because he had

given of himself for the sake of God and others, his resulting book has inspired

many people to recognize how God might be working in their lives, when they

allow themselves to die to self and live for God and others.  

He also mentioned St. Fr. Maximillian Kolbe.  He had been taken prisoner

by the Nazis and put in a concentration camp.  He could have remained to himself

and remained silent and he may have survived the camp and the war.  But when a

fellow inmate was selected to die,  because someone had escaped,  that  prisoner

pleaded that he had a wife and young children who needed him.  So Fr. Kolbe

stepped forward and volunteered to take his place.  When the guards asked who he

was, he replied, “I am a Catholic priest.”  So they exchanged them and put him to

death.  Both of these priests did not remain, just a grain of wheat, but in their heart

had a desire to serve God and others.  Because of that we have knowledge and

example of their faith for inspiration.  

During our lifetime we have the example of Mother Theresa of Calcutta.

She did not die a martyr, but she chose to serve God by serving the poorest of the

poor.  Even though she did not seek the lime light she became known the world

over for the silent but important work she was doing.  So much that she inspired

other sisters to live and work with her and many lay people to come visit her and to

experience her way of life – of dying to oneself – to serve God and the poor.  

This is the year of St. Joseph.  Friday we celebrated his solemnity as the

husband of Mary.  It says in Matthew’s gospel that he was a just man, but he also

must  have  had  the  word  of  God  on  his  heart.   He  was  also  a  humble  and

compassionate man.  You don’t hear him speak but, thanks to the gospels we know

of his compassionate and committed care of Mary and Jesus.  He is the patron saint

of fathers and families.  Ask him to intercede for fathers, for the sake of families. 


