
Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper (B) – April 1, 2021

(Exodus 12:1-8,11-14;  Ps. 116:12-13,15-16bc,17-18;  1Corinthians 11:23-26;  John 13:1-15;)

Today’s  readings  reflect  the  seriousness  of  our  human  situation  –  the

difference between life and death, both physical, in this life, and spiritual now and

for all eternity.  Our reading from Exodus recalls God saving the Chosen People

from slavery in Egypt and the event which allowed their escape.  The Angel of

Death passed over Egypt bringing death to the first born of every family, even the

animals.  It was the sacrifice of a lamb by each family and putting its blood on

their doorposts and lintel, which saved the Israelite families from death.  

Jesus presents himself as the Lamb of God, who is sacrificed for us to take

away sin, which has caused spiritual death – separation from God.  Evil and death

lingers at the Last Supper.  Satan has already induced Judas Iscariot to betray Jesus

and hand him over to those who want to put him to death.  It is a serious situation.

Jesus shows that he will conquer it with love.  

“Before the feast of Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to pass

from this world to the Father.  He loved his own in the world and he loved them to

the end.”  During the supper he rose, took off his garments, with a towel around his

waist, proceeded to wash the feet of his disciples.  It was a job for a slave.  Simon

Peter, protested and would not let Jesus wash his feet.  Jesus told him, “What I am

doing, you do not understand now, but you will understand later.”  

Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.”  Jesus answered, “Unless I

wash you, you will have no inheritance (no part) with me.”  Then Simon Peter

replied, “Master, then not only my feet, but my hands and head as well.”  What

Jesus replied may have seemed very practical, however it has a deeper spiritual

meaning.  “Whoever has bathed has no need except to; have his feet washed, for he

is clean all over; so you are clean, but not all.”  For he knew who would betray

him; for this reason, he said, Not all of you are clean.”  

The Church has recognized the bathing to refer to Baptism.  The washing of

the feet could also refer to the Sacrament of Penance, which follows Baptism for



later sins.  As they walked the dirty roads in sandal feet, their feet would have all

kinds of filth, from animals and people.  As we walk through this life, we also

commit sins which covers our souls with filth of the spiritual nature – maybe even

like that of Judas, who would soon leave the Last Supper.  

Jesus then reveals to them that what he has done for them they must do for

each other.  They are to serve the needs of their brothers and sisters.  This would be

especially through the sacraments, through which we share in the very life of Jesus

– inheritance with him.  We like, Simon Peter, may not understand the importance

of the sacraments, the saving action of Jesus, given from the depth of his love for

us.  But, as Jesus said, we will later understand.  

Sometimes it takes a lifetime for us to come to a greater awareness of both

the  love  of  Jesus  for  us  and  the  gift  of  his  love  –  his  very  life  through  the

sacraments, and both the need and the opportunity to receive again and again.  We

have the opportunity to bring that love of Jesus to many others, through our service

to  them,  as  Jesus  has  done  to  the  apostles.   It  is  through  us  and  our  life  as

Christians that others will be drawn near to Christ and his saving action.  

Simon, at first, was not going to accept that loving action of Jesus in his life.

How often do we reject the love of Jesus in our lives or the loving action of Jesus

through the sacraments.  This Last Supper of Jesus with the disciples, brings the

institution of the Holy Eucharist as the Body and Blood of Jesus, and at the same

time the Priesthood, to bring that gift and each of the sacraments of Jesus to his

Holy people.  Even though, like the first apostles, we are sinners, and may turn

many people off to anything we may do for them, no matter how serious our sin, it

is Jesus working through the sacraments.  He will not let the unworthiness of a

priest or any person prevent his saving action.  Like Simon Peter, what we do not

understand now we will later.  We need to trust in Jesus and his unfailing love.

April Fools first referred to Jesus fooling Satan through his death.  We cannot fool

Satan except by clinging to Jesus and allow his love to work through us.  


