
All SAINTS DAY 
Once there was a chronic gambler who said: “I would do 
anything, even the devil’s work, to see the lotto winning 
numbers ahead of the draw. I would become the richest man 
in the world.” 
Well, he got his wish. A messenger came to his door and 
handed him a newspaper dated one week ahead. Excited, the 
man turned to the page where the winning numbers were 
listed. There before his eyes were all the numbers that would 
entitle him to win millions of Dollars. 
He was beside himself imagining what he would do with all 
the huge amount. But as he turned the pages, his heart 
skipped a beat. For there he saw his name printed in big, 
bold print – in the obituary! On the day he wins, he will also 
die. 
This story teaches us that in spite of all the joys, pleasures, 
and yes, millions we may acquire – death hangs over our 
head. The paramount questions are: Are we prepared for 
that inevitable end? 

Let us ask ourselves, “What will happen to me when I die? 
What is it like on the other side?” 

Today’s celebration is focused on all the saints of Heaven, 
but especially on those we could call the little people of 
Heaven: those obscure, un-canonized, un-beatified, 
uncelebrated and anonymous saints whose names are not 
found in the liturgical calendar of the Church. These saints 
could be your deceased grandparents, parents, husbands 
and wives, uncle and aunts, your teachers and other  
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professionals, friends, children, brothers and sisters, 
nephews and nieces, cousins and so on and so forth. They did 
nothing extraordinary but they knew how to love and be 
good. 

Today’s gospel is about the Beatitudes. These Beatitudes are 
ways by which we become channels of good news of Christ to 
other people. These are the ideals by which these saints 
approximated their closeness to God’s expectations. The 
eight beatitudes outline the virtues, the Constitution of the 
Kingdom of God that makes us true Disciples of Christ. 
These beatitudes are in opposite with the values promoted 
by the world. Beatitudes stress the following values: 
1. To be poor in spirit requires a humble recognition that 

one’s life must be lived in radical dependence on the 
goodness and providence of God. 

2. Mourning is in dying to ourselves for others to live, that 
we rise to new life and to the fundamental meaning of 
dying and living in Christ. 

3. True meekness comes from the gentleness of spirit in a 
person united with God, who is filled not only with the 
passion to right the wrong but also the compassion to offer 
renewal to the wrongdoer. 

4. The deepest hunger and thirst of the humble heart is the 
realization of the righteousness of God in justice. 

5. Mercy means more than pity. It is an action which entails 
the movement of one’s heart for the suffering of others in 
a true and genuine caring for them. 
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6. To be pure of heart is to center one’s life on God through 

one’s concern and compassion for others. 
7. Peace is founded on love, justice and truth. When one of 

these human values is violated, peace is not attained. 
8. A suffering born of love and commitment is a suffering 

which is truly united with the suffering of the Crucified 
Christ. 

The celebration of the Solemnity of All Saints is not only a 
celebration of those saints, declared and not declared but 
also for all of us who are and must be in the process of 
becoming saints. That is why to be a true disciple or to be a 
saint is summed in the beatitudes. These beatitudes are not 
impossible to follow because the saints have shown us how. 
One saint said a long time ago: “If they can do it, why can’t 
I?” 
The Solemnity of All Saints honors in a particular way, men 
and women who quietly lived lives of great holiness and are 
now in heaven, even if they haven’t been formally canonized 
by the Church. 
Now we know what it means to use God, and what it means 
to be used by Him. Whether we realize it or not, the men and 
women we honor today are all praying for us right now, that 
we will choose the latter and join them someday in God’s 
eternal kingdom. 

 


