
Fr. Ron Serrao Homily, 33rd Sunday in Ordinary time: Year A 

 SOMEBODY once said: “Einstein had a Great Mind; 

Newton, a Brilliant Mind; Bill Gates, an Extraordinary 

Mind; a Pinoy politician, Never Mind!” 

 In today’s Gospel (Mt. 25, 14-30) Jesus tells us about 

the Parable of the Talents. God has given each one of us 

talents. We are to discover, develop and put in good use 

whatever talents we have received. Our talents must not be 

hidden or put to waste, but must be maximized and shared. 

There will be a final accounting of our God-given talents at 

the end of our lives. 

 Are some people more gifted than others? Yes. Some 

have received more natural endowments than the rest of us. 

By worldly standards, this may sound unfair, but everything 

evens up at the final accounting when each one of us will be 

judged not according to the quantity but according to the 

development and use of our talents. Yes, to whom much is 

given, much is also required. 

 We might be tempted to ask, “Why am I not like 

them?” “Why am I not blessed with good looks or with a 

musical ear or sports skill?” “Does God have favorites?” 

 Christ’s parable of the talents gives us a glimpse of the 

answer. It tells us that God DOES give gifts, but in different 

degrees to everyone. 

 As the parable shows, one receives five talents, another 

two, and still another one. 

 Just why there is inequality of talents is a mystery. But 

think about it: Wouldn’t it be a boring world if everybody 

were all geniuses and superstars?  



 The proper use of any gift, any talent, any charism is 

not for oneself, but for others and for the glory of God. We 

fail when we hide our talents. We fail too when we abuse our 

talents. At the end of our lives, may we have little or no 

regrets that we did not use or did not share enough of our 

talents and charisms, and also our resources. 

 There are people who are very talented in making 

money, and are also very diligent at it. However, that’s only 

half of the story. They too must be good and generous in 

sharing the money they earn. Remember, we must use our 

money for our salvation, not for our condemnation. 

 There is no substitute for hard work. The truth of the 

matter is that successful people become so not so much 

because of talent, but because of hard work, blood, sweat 

and tears.  

 By the way, there will always be critics and self-

proclaimed analysts who will have something to say about 

our talents. Remember that in every game, the players who 

perform are quiet, while the spectators make noise. Let us 

not be distracted, for beyond performance is commitment, 

beyond applause is dedication. 

 Despite the inequality, everybody gets sufficient 

qualities to work with. It is not how many one has that 

matters, but HOW one uses his or her gifts. What God 

demands is that a man should use to the full the abilities 

which he possesses. Indeed, men are not equal in talent; but 

men can be equal in effort. 

 The man in the parable who received one talent was not 

condemned because he had only one. He was condemned 

because, by burying it in the ground, he failed to use it. “You 



should have deposited it in the bank to earn interest,” the 

king said. 

 Christ’s parable of the talents also teaches us about 

ACCOUNTABILITY. Just like in the servants in the 

parable, we shall be made to render an accounting of our 

gifts, whether that be a material wealth, a money-making 

skill, an ability or a position we may hold. Did I use them for 

the good of people or only for my selfish enjoyment or, 

worse, to amass ill-gotten wealth? 

 Related to accountability is the SOCIAL dimension of 

our talents. God’s gifts are given exclusively for oneself but 

its fruits ought to be shared with others, especially with the 

less fortunate. 

 Are you putting to maximum use your God-given 

talents and resources? Are you using them only your self but 

also to help the less fortunate and less gifted? 

 Our talents are lent to us. Let us not hide nor keep 

them. Rather, let us generously share and lend them. 

So, today, as we all come to Communion, I think it would be 

a good idea to ask ourselves, “Am I burying my spiritual 

talents in the ground? Am I not using my time and my 

energy as God has asked of me?” If any of us, me included, 

answers “No” to that question, we don’t want to wait until 

THE MASTER COMES BACK TO SETTLE ACCOUNTS 

WITH US!!!. 

“What you are is God’s gift to you;  

what you become is your gift to God.”  

Think of that. 


