
Homily: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Year A 
A girl was being treated for several months for anemia but 
without any success. So her doctor decided to send her to a 
sanatorium faraway. 
The first thing she got there, she underwent a thorough 
physical examination. And the examining doctor found her 
blood count to be completely normal. The referring doctor 
double-checked it and could not believe his eyes. So he called 
the girl and asked her: “Has anything out of the ordinary 
happened in your life since your last visit?” 
“Yes,” she admitted. “Suddenly I was able to forgive 
someone against whom I had borne a nasty grudge all my 
life. At that moment, I felt completely changed inside.” 

So now the doctor knew the answer. Her mental attitude had 
changed and the very state of her blood had changed with it. 
Being angry with someone can be stupid because that other 
person might not even be aware of it. So, the only one being 
harmed is our own self. 
Peter maybe was thinking that he was good enough and 
generous of his forgiveness. He asked Jesus how often must 
he forgive his brother, is it seven times?  
Jesus answered Peter: “Forgive…not up to seven times but 
seventy seven times.” 
To forgive someone who hurts us or caused seemingly 
irreparable damage in our lives seems to be difficult task. 
Like for example, how can we forgive someone who keeps on 
backbiting us?  
The Lord starts to preach about forgiveness and yet He 
ended up by saying that those who will not forgive will not 
be forgiven too.  



Why we must forgive? We must forgive for three reasons: 

First, we must forgive because we have been forgiven first. 
Second, we must forgive because this is for our own good 
especially for our physical healing. 
Third, we have to forgive because if we do not forgive we 
shall not be forgiven.  
And also, there is a part in the Our Father that says, 
“Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.” 
In plain English we are telling God: “If there is someone I 
have not forgiven, then do not forgive me either.” Do we 
really mean these words if we pray this part of the Lord’s 
Prayer? Every time that we pray this part of the Lord’s 
Prayer and we refuse to forgive someone who have hurt us, 
then please stop right there, do not continue. 
To show this point, Robert Louis Stevenson, the famous 
writer had this experience. One evening he was eating 
supper with his family. After the meal they usually stood up 
and pray the Lord’s Prayer. On this particular evening, he 
left the table as the prayer started. His wife followed him 
outside, thinking he was sick. “No,” he explained, “I am not 
sick. But today someone insulted me and until now I have 
not forgiven him. Under those conditions, how can I honestly 
say the Lord’s Prayer? I would rather not…” 
“What goes around comes around” is a common expression. 
Its familiarity springs from the truth. How many are the 
times that we have done to others has come home to roost. 
When we offer words of kindness and love to others, that 
invites works of kindness and love in return. On the other 
hand, isn’t it true that words of anger only produce more 
anger on each side.  



The question is, “What is it do we want to go around and 
come around?’ The reply that we offer should not be merely 
words but deeds. The wise man Sirach , in our first reading, 
says, “Forgive your neighbor’s injustice; then when you 
pray, your own sins will be forgiven.” 
Too often we wait for others to make the first move. Perhaps 
it would be better if children would say to their mothers, 
“Mom, I’ll clear the table and put the dishes in the 
dishwasher tonight. You relax with Dad.” I notice some 
eyebrows being lifted out there in the congregation. “What, 
me volunteer to do some of the chores?” 
It doesn’t matter what the situation is but it is important for 
everyone in a family to offer love and kindness to everyone 
else. 
Remember the Lord’s Prayer. In it we say, “Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive others!” Each of us set the terms for how 
others behave toward us by the way we treat them … 
particularly in our families. 
Too often we, myself included, wait for others to make the 
first move. We hesitate because we might face rejection or 
we don’t want to seem weak or eager for reconciliation. 
that’s not how Jesus treated us. He made the first move. He 
loved us so much he died for us. We can show that same love 
by having His courage to treat our family and our friends in 
that same loving manner … don’t wait for them to display 
their love but offer our love first. Each of us must be Christ-
like … we must take the initiative. 
And so, as each of us take a few minutes coming to 
communion, think of what we can do for our families, our 
children or siblings and all of our friends so that we will love 
one another as Jesus has loved us. 


