
Homily; 25th Sunday in Ordinary time 

According to a story I read that one day a great crowd 
gathered outside the gates of heaven. There was a great 
anticipation and restlessness as to what would happen next. 
St. Peter was seen whispering something to Jesus. After some 
tensed moments, St. Peter came out with an announcement: 
“Ladies and gentlemen, we have a predicament here. If we go 
by the record, none of you will qualify for heaven. But God is 
good and generous. On behalf of the Blessed Trinity, I hereby 
declare general amnesty! Open the gates and let the heavenly 
feast begin. There was tremendous applause and rejoicing as 
the gates of heaven were partly opened. Then St. Peter took 
the microphone again. Everyone was quiet. “There will be 
final test though, but the general amnesty still stands!” With 
that, the gates were thrown wide open and everybody started 
coming in. 

There was a group that refused to come in. the group’s 
members went to St. Peter with a complaint: “We sacrificed 
much and worked hard on earth. We follow your Ten 
Commandments. We pray regularly. We go to Mass 
everyday. Some of us were catechists, lay cooperators,, 
Eucharistic ministers and church workers. How come we get 
the same reward as the others who lived dirty and useless 
lives? That’s unfair!” And they refused to enter heaven. In 
fact they organized a protest rally and pitched their tents 
outside the gates of heaven. “Well, that was the final test,’ St. 
Peter said. They were forever barred from heaven, why? It is 
because they were still selfish, arrogant and proud. They were 
thinking of their merits instead of rejoicing in God’s  
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generosity. Such will be the case of people who are selfish, 
envious and self-righteous. 
The parable shows the owner to be both just and generous. 
He is just to the first workers, and generous to those who were 
hired later. 
One insight of Jesus’ parable is that in life we can, like the 
first workers in the parable, feel envious about people who’re 
more good-looking, more intelligent, more gifted than we. In 
this case, it’s not a question of how many but HOW one uses 
those gifts. For instance, you may be a genius but if you use 
your intelligence to cheat and swindle, then no doubt you’re 
misusing God’s gift. 

Or, sometimes we may be tempted to complain of the good 
fortune of others who care nothing about God while we who 
work hard, trying to be good are lagging behind. We may 
claim to be better off morally, yet they are better off than us 
financially, socially, and in every natural way. If God wants 
to be overly generous with such people, that is his business. 
He is as if saying, “I am free to do as I please, am I not?” 

There’s a true story published in Our Daily Bread sometime 
ago about Roger Kerns. He was a young husband and father 
with a promising future. But one day his future collapsed 
when an auto accident left him paralyzed from the chest 
down. He was so helpless as to depend on someone to comb 
his hair. What’s more painful is that his friends soon deserted 
him. Then his wife divorced him. 
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“At 20, that was hard for me to take,” Kerns reflected, “and 
at times I wanted to end it all.” Then Kerns met a therapist 
who was himself disabled. He told him to end the “pity party” 
and get on with life. He came to realize that his real 
disablement was not his physical condition but his negative 
attitude. With a new perspective, this man living in vegetable 
condition patiently undertook long and painful therapy so he 
could at least use his hands. Today Kerns is a university 
student majoring in math and communications. 

Somehow we’re all like Roger Kerns, defective and imperfect. 
Instead of indulging in self-pity and complaining about our 
lack of talents and misfortune, like the workers in Christ’s 
story, we should concentrate on how we can improve or rise 
from our adversities and disadvantages. As someone once put 
it, “I wasn’t born with a silver spoon in my mouth so I worked 
hard to put one there.” 
So what should be our response as sinful children of God? We 
should be grateful to Him. We should show our gratitude by 
doing the things that are God’s. But are we really grateful to 
Him or ungrateful? We seldom thank God, why?  
Let us bear this in mind that for God all services of love 
whether they are big or small are important and accounted 
for in His eyes. 
And because God is so generous so we have to be very grateful 
to Him. God is so kind and so we have to be thankful to Him. 
If God is only just, then all of us will end up outside God’s 
kingdom. 


