
Fr. Ron Serrao ~ Homily, 4th Sunday of Advent, Year B 
So, how’s your Advent going?  Hopefully, most of your 
Christmas shopping is done and you can relax and reflect a 
little on where you are in life.  Perhaps, we should, not only 
look back on our lives, but also look ahead toward where we 
are going.  Our Blessed Mother was able to look forward 
when she said “yes” to God in today’s gospel. 

The question I’ve got for all of us today is this, “Have we 
chosen the “right” God?  Our Blessed Mother certainly 
did.  Let’s see if we can focus in on what I mean. 

The point is this.  Everybody has faith in something or 
somebody.  Mary had faith that the angel Gabriel wasn’t 
some figment of her imagination or that God wasn’t playing 
some kind of practical joke on her. 
And, in what or whom do we place our faith?  When we 
were younger, perhaps some of us placed our faith in our 
good looks or our luck or our money.  We made decisions 
based on what (or whom) we believed in.  Some of our 
choices were good and some, as we look back on them, were 
just plain wrong.  Maybe we betrayed someone who trusted 
us and now, when we look back, we deeply regret it and 
would take it back in a second, if we only could.   

When we were young, we just knew that everything in life 
was going to be great.  We were going to meet the boy or girl 
of our dreams, fall in love, get married and live happily ever 
after.  We’d have a great job and make lots of money.  We 
and our loved ones would never make bad choices or get sick 
or die. 



           -2- 

Remember, as I mentioned earlier, everybody has 
faith.  Everybody believes in something.  As the years go by, 
what we believe in begins to shape us and change us into 
what we are today.  Maybe we’re happy and at peace with 
the way things turned out.  Maybe we’re not. 

Regardless, Advent and Christmas have the power to bring 
us back home—home in the sense of who we are called to 
be—a home that asks us whether or not we have chosen the 
right God.  This season doesn’t ask only, “What have I 
become” or “Why I am this way”.  This season tells us and 
shows us that there is a God who is so madly in love with us 
that He couldn’t stand being far away from us—a God who 
isn’t just God Almighty but a God of true love also—a God 
who became one of us to show us the way to His heart and to 
an inner peace while we still walk the earth. 

Jesus asks us, “Have you found someone to share your heart 
with?  Are you at peace with yourself and the people around 
you?  Do you know that I love you with a love that you can’t 
even begin to imagine on this earth”? 

For myself, I love this time of the year.  I love listening to 
your stories.  Most of all, I love the God who has given me 
everything good and the ability to be here with you as your 
priest.  My blessings are too numerous to count. 
If you don’t feel that you have many blessings at this time of 
the year, remember that, if we are able to trust that God is 
really there and that He truly loves us.  
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God will help us change.  He will help us see our blessings 
which are all around us. 
We, like our Blessed Mother, can say “yes” to God.  If you 
only will, I guarantee it that you’ll never ever be the same 
again.  Do it!  Say yes to God with a true heart.  Mary did it 
and it changed the world.  Can you? 

Want to feel real Christmas joy and not just Christmas 
happiness? Start with yourself. Be reconciled with God, and 
with people you have wronged or have wronged you. And 
forgive yourself for whatever failures because you are loved 
without conditions. Remember, “The Lord is with you!” 

Do something good to others secretly this Christmas. Have a 
“project” that only you and God know, and you will 
experience that joy which the world cannot give nor take 
away. 
 “Nothing will be impossible for God.” I repeat this line from 
today’s Gospel especially for those in need of healing, 
forgiveness and conversion. Like Mary, may we believe, 
believe against all odds, and continue to believe that God has 
a plan, that God is in control, and that God loves us more 
than we can imagine or measure. 

God is a God of surprises. Let us open our hearts and minds 
to possibilities—and miracles. Let us broaden our horizons, 
and spread wide our arms in peace and love, and let us dig 
deep into our pockets too, for the world around us is so 
much in need of salvation and love. 


