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St. Martin of Tours was a Roman soldier and a Christian. One cold winter day, as he was 

entering a city, a beggar stopped him and asked for alms. Martin had no money; but the 

beggar was blue and shivering with cold and Martin gave what he had. He took off his 

soldier’s coat, worn and frayed as it was; he cut it in two and gave half of it to the beggar 

man. That night he had a dream. In it he saw the heavenly places and all the angels and 

Jesus in the midst of them; and Jesus was wearing half of a Roman soldier’s cloak. One of 

the angels said to him, “Master, why are you wearing that battered old cloak? Who gave it 

to you?” And Jesus answered softly, “My servant Martin gave it to me.” 

When we learn the generosity which without calculation helps men in the simplest things, 

we too will know the joy of helping Jesus Christ himself. 

 We conclude the Church’s liturgical year with the Feast of Christ the King. 

Although Christ has always been recognized by the Catholic Church as the King of kings, 

the feast of Christ the King did not receive official recognition until it was instituted in 1925 

by Pope Pius XI.  

 What does Jesus as King mean? The gospel today gives us a picture of what to 

expect of Christ the King. 

 First, He judges. Today’s gospel speaks about the final judgment. There will clearly 

be judgment for all at the end of time. God will not take into account our knowledge and 

degree, our fame and influence, our wealth and possessions, the number of prayers we have 

recited but the concrete gestures of charity to our needy brothers and sisters.  Whatever we 

did to our least brethren, we did this too to Christ. Nobody will escape the judgment of the 

King who knows everything about everyone. 

 Second, He rewards. God is just. He is not forgetful even the small act of kindness 

each one of us does. He will reward those who forget themselves and reach out to others, 

the needy because He identifies Himself with other people. 

This is beautiful Christian ideal to have before us is that Jesus is in the other person. Jesus 

is in the person next to me, in the person I live with and work with. One person in recent 

history who lived this is Mother Teresa of Calcutta. When she was in hospital in 1983 this 

was part of her meditation. 

Jesus is the Hungry – to be fed; Jesus is the Thirsty – to be satiated; Jesus is the Naked – to 

be clothed; Jesus is the Homeless – to be taken in; Jesus is the Sick – to be healed; Jesus is 

the Lonely – to be loved; Jesus is the unwanted – to be wanted. Jesus is the Leper – to wash 

His wounds; Jesus is the Beggar –  to give Him a smile; Jesus is the Drunkard – to listen to 

Him; Jesus is the Little one to embrace Him; Jesus is the Blind – to lead Him; Jesus is the 

Dumb – to speak for Him; Jesus is the Crippled – to walk with Him; Jesus is the Prisoner – 

to be visited; Jesus is the Old – to be served. 

 Third, He punishes. Again God is fair. He has enabled us to be of service to others. 

He has blessed us to be able to share with others. We don’t lack opportunities to help 

others, for as Jesus says, “The poor are always with you,” (John 12:8). He identifies 

Himself with the needy. That is why Tobit advised his son, Tobias and we too, with these 

words: “Set aside part of your goods for almsgiving. Never turn your face from any poor 

man and God will never turn His from you. Measure your alms by what you have, if you 

have much, give more, if you have little, give less; but do not be mean in giving alms. By 

doing so, you will lay for yourself a great treasure for the day of necessity. For almsgiving, 



delivers from death and saves men from passing down to darkness. Alms is the most 

effective offering for those who give it in the presence of the Most High,” (4:7-12).  

 Christ who “went about doing good” is our model for living. If we want to walk in 

His footsteps, we must look for opportunities to help people. 

 A Christian act may not be big or spectacular. It could mean finding time to visit old 

folks and relatives and listen to their stories; or being caring and understanding to 

members of the family despite their weaknesses.  

It may not be the material and physical needs you address but the spiritual needs.  

 If we want to enter Heaven, we have to do those acts of mercy. They might seem 

hard but that’s the only way we can become fully human and fulfill our destiny.

 Today’s solemnity is a good reminder for us to correct our relationship with God. 

Christ is King and Lord and he should always remain as such. However, in real life, there 

are instances wherein we allow other people, other things, or even our own selves to rule 

over us. In these cases, Christ has been totally out of the picture. Again, if we believe that 

Christ is the King, then, let us allow him to rule over our life. We surrender our life to Him. 


