
Homily; The Epiphany of the Lord ( Jan 3, 2021): Year B 
Today is the Feast of Epiphany of the Lord. Epiphany, means, 
‘appearance.’ This feast originally celebrated on January 6 
which was popularly known as the feast of the Three Kings. 
Epiphany commemorates and celebrates principally the self-
revelation to the Gentiles and thus to our ancestors in the faith, 
of Jesus Christ as the Savior as portrayed by the coming of the 
three wise men or magi with their gifts. 

 The first gift was the gold. Among ancient people, gold was 
regarded as the ideal gift for a king. The magi gave Jesus all 
their love as pure, solid, lasting and as purified from selfish 
motives. They wanted to love Jesus with all their heart and 
mind. Their love was sincere. 

The second gift was the frankincense. Ancient people used 
incense in their religious worship. The aroma and smoke, 
spiraling upward to heaven, spoke to them of gods and 
divinity. The gift of incense, therefore, is a symbol of the 
divinity of Jesus. It tells us that Jesus always had the nature 
of God but became like man and appeared in human likeness.  

It has been used as a symbol of adoration. The magi adored 
Jesus as God. Even today we use incense in the liturgy as a 
sign of worship. In particular, we incense the gospel in which 
Jesus is present, the altar representing Christ and the gifts of 
bread and wine on the altar which will become the Body and 
Blood of Christ. 

The third gift was myrrh. Among ancient people, myrrh was 
used to prepare the dead for burial.  For example, the women 



brought myrrh to the tomb of Jesus. Because of myrrh’s 
relationship with death, it made an ideal symbol of human 
vulnerability. 

The gift of myrrh, therefore, is symbolic of the humanity of 
Jesus. It speaks to us of Jesus’ human vulnerability. Like us, 
He experienced the whole range of human emotions: sorrow, 
joy, fear, frustration, loneliness, anger and others. He was like 
us in all things but sin. 

Like the magi, let us give our love, perseverance and sincerity 
to Jesus. Let us offer Him our prayer and our human 
weaknesses too. The first is to see. The wise men saw the star 
and they followed. God tells us not to see with our physical 
eyes but to see with our hearts because God is in our hearts, 
His favorite place within us. 
 
The second is Search. The wise men were searching for Christ. 
They wanted to find the meaning of life and they found it in 
Christ and in living for others. God wants us to live an 
exciting life and not just be satisfied with the monotony and 
the boredom of life. The last is Submit or to obey. The wise 
men did this once they found Jesus and offered to Him the 
best of everything. Let us submit to His will and authority.  
Let us see, search and submit and surely we will find what we 
have been looking for all these years. 

In today’s gospel also tells us that there are three different 
types of people with their particular ways of relating to Jesus. 
First are the travelers who sought Jesus consistently through 
hardships and the fatiguing miles of desert journeying. They 



were willing to leave home and those who love them in order 
to find a greater and everlasting love. Second was King Herod 
with different reasons sought Jesus. He wanted to destroy 
Him. He commanded to find the child. His motives were hate 
and jealousy. Herod was only seeking himself. Jesus was an 
obstacle to be removed from his political and social path. Last 
is the local citizens of Bethlehem were indifferent to the whole 
event. It was foretold that the Messiah was to be born in their 
town and yet they were unconcerned. They even refused the 
Holy Family. 
The same attitudes are very much present in the world today. 
First, many are deeply involved to the cause of Jesus and 
travel miles away from home. They have abandoned family, 
friends and even personal gain to find and preach Him. They 
seek and find Him in their hearts, home and their works. They 
discover Him in the liturgies of the church and in the persons 
they meet. Second, there likewise are the selfish ones like 
Herod. They use religion only for their personal gain. It helps 
them in political ambition and to enhance their popularity 
and image they project if they give some to the church and 
join in some religious activities. Third, we have the vast 
numbers of the unconcerned who knew Jesus’ name and yet 
and just don’t care about God, religion and the church. This 
is a sad story. 

How about you, what would be your position now?  

 


