
Fr Ron Serrao Homily; Palm Sunday: Year B 
One night a man had a dream. He dreamed he was walking 
along the beach with the LORD. Across the sky flashed scenes 
from his life. For each scene he noticed two sets of footprints 
in the sand: one belonging to him, and the other to the LORD. 
When the last scene of his life flashed before him, he looked 
back at the footprints in the sand. He noticed that many times 
along the path of his life there was only one set of footprints. 
He also noticed that it happened at the very lowest and 
saddest times in his life. This really bothered him and he 
questioned the LORD about it: 
“LORD, you said that once I decided to follow you, you’d 
walk with me all the way. But I have noticed that during the 
most troublesome times in my life, there is only one set of 
footprints. I don’t understand why when I needed you most 
you would leave me.” 
The LORD replied: “My son, my precious child, I love you 
and I would never leave you. During your times of trial and 
suffering, when you see only one set of footprints, it was then 
that I carried you.” 

Today is Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion. We begin our 
celebration today with the blessing of your palm leaves and 
the triumphant entry of Jesus to the city of Jerusalem. Jesus 
entered the city on a donkey and the people shouted: 
“Hosanna to the Son of David!” and scattered palm leaves 
and branches on the road. I wear red vestments symbolizing 
Jesus’ joyful and triumphant entry to Jerusalem. 

But the gospel we read in the Mass today is the Passion 
narrative telling us about the shameful, cruel and bloody 



death of Jesus on the cross. The people who shouted 
“Hosanna to the Son of David” were the same people who 
shouted, “Crucify Him!” and the red liturgical vestments I 
wear seem now to symbolize agony, blood and martyrdom. I 
think there is a change of mood here. 

When He was arrested, His own circle of friends, the 
apostles and those who shouted at Him, ‘Hosanna to the Son 
of David,’ rejected Him. In His lowest moment and darkest 
hour, he was rejected, denied and shunned even by His 
relatives and closed friends.  
There are moments when we are enthusiastic about Him, 
about our Church and our faith but then this is followed by 
moments of doubts, of rejection of certain things which we 
personally dislike because they go against our lifestyle and 
habits. Often we are like the palm leaves, green and beautiful 
today but dry, brown and withered in few days. 
The Holy Week celebrations make present the paschal 
mystery of Jesus—his passion, death, and resurrection. We 
recall the Last Supper, Judas’ betrayal, Peter’s denial, Jesus’ 
arrest and trial, his humiliation and passion, his sentence and 
crucifixion, his death and resurrection. Jesus fulfills the 
Father’s will. He shows true love and forgiveness. There is no 
bitterness in his words, no resentment in his mind, and no 
hatred in his heart. Jesus willingly accepts the cross and 
crucifixion for our salvation. 

As we relive, then, the great and loving act of Jesus to enter 
Jerusalem and undergo his passion, let us remember also 
those who, like him, continue to suffer every day – from 
violence, hatred, discrimination, injustice, and 



dehumanization. And let us pray that may we be able to carry 
our “crosses” daily, following Jesus who gave his life out of 
his great, great love for us. 

The chief priest and the scribes also mocked Him: “He saved 
others; he cannot save himself. Let the Christ, the King of 
Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and 
believe.” On the cross Jesus was helpless He was at the mercy 
of His persecutors. And in desperation before His last gasp of 
breath He cried out loudly: “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” 
Jesus endured all these punishments for our sake. He did not 
go through this agonizing experience with the hope that He 
would be exalted. His exaltation was never in His mind what 
was in His mind was our salvation. It was for our welfare and 
liberation from sin that He gave His life on the cross. 

My sisters and brothers, we have reached the end of the 
Lenten Season.  This means that now we are called to 
accompany Jesus as he goes to Jerusalem.  Confession of our 
sins, prayer, almsgiving and fasting are the means that we 
Christians use to help us to meditate more profoundly on the 
Passion and Death of Our Lord.  There is still time to purify 
ourselves through penance, to prepare ourselves to properly 
celebrate the triumphant Resurrection of Our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, on Easter Sunday. 

 


