
 

 

March 17, 2020 

Feast of St Patrick 

  

Dear Brethren, 

  

After consultation with the priests of the diocese, who were of mixed minds on this matter, and 

out of deep concern for the health of all our folks especially our elders, and with due deference to 

medical and government authorities, it has been decided that all public Masses, events, and 

gatherings will be cancelled throughout the Diocese of Lansing beginning tomorrow morning 

(March 18, 2020) lasting, for now, through Wednesday of Holy Week (April 8, 2020).   

  

We will see at that time whether these plans will have to change.  Private Baptisms, Marriages, 

and Funerals may continue but only with immediate family present.  As a reminder, all Catholics 

in the diocese are dispensed from the obligation of Sunday Mass participation through Easter 

Sunday.  I ask our pastors to keep Churches open for private prayer.   

  

The Holy Mass is our way to render back to God our worship and thanks for his many blessings 

to and for us, his beloved sons and daughters.  We are blessed that all our priests will continue to 

offer daily private Masses in order to fulfill our blessed duty to God and to lift up our needs in 

prayerful petition to our Heavenly Father.  Many of these daily Masses have intentions applied to 

them and those will be honored; in addition, feel free to submit other needs to your pastors to 

include at the altar.   

  

The loss of the regular reception of Holy Communion is a great cross for many; during this fast 

from receiving our Lord in the Eucharist please pray that Jesus will enter your hearts in an act of 

Spiritual Communion. Sundays have always been a day of worship for us.  Please, let these 

coming Sundays be times of family prayer. 

  

                We have three Confirmation Ceremonies scheduled in the next three weeks.   These 

are also cancelled.  I authorize the pastors of these confirmandi to confirm them in small groups, 

gathering no more than 10 people at a time, should they wish.  Otherwise, plans can be made to 

reschedule the Confirmation later in Spring through Julie Fech OR the confirmandi may join 

other scheduled groups in the later Spring. 

  

Assuring of my prayers, I am sincerely yours in Christ, 

  

+ Earl 
 


